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he Lord doth 
I to love mercy, and LESLIE RUBIN ( 1909- 2002) 

A Commemoration 

The St. James, 66 Main Road, St. James 

Monday, 15th April 2002, 5 p.m. 

Among those who will pay tribute are 

The Hon. M.M. Corbett 
Mr. Colin Legum 
Professor David Brokensba 
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Ecclesiastes Essay n* 

To everything there is a season, 
And a time to every purpose under the heaven: 
A time to be bom, and a time to die; 
A time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted; 
A time to kill, and a time to heal; 
A time break down, and a time to build up; 
A time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
A time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
A time to cast away stones, aod a time to gather stones together; 
A time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
A time to seek, and a time to lose; 
A time to keep, and a time to cast away; 
A time to rend, and a time to sew; 
A time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
A time to love, and a time to hate; 
A time for war, and a time for peace. 

• From The Bible Designed lo be read as literature, p. 759; a lso: Ch. 3, 1-8. 
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(l§i.v,_. 
Leslie Rubin 
Liberal 'Native Rep' in 1950s South Africa 

LESLIE RUBIN was the last surviv
ing participant in a historic episode 
in South African history - the serial 
disfranchisement of black and "col
oured" South African inheritors of the 
liberal tradition of the old Cape Colony. 

He campaigned first, as a Durban 
attorney though the son of a Cape 
Town rabbi, against the loss of the 
African vote in the Cape Province 
in 1936. In 1938,mandatedbythelocal 
parliamentary debating society (he 
was then its "Prime Minister") he 
asked Jan Smuts's deputy prime 
mil_lister, Jan Hofmeyr, the leading 
liberal of the day, who had opposed 
the 1936 disfranchisement, to lead 
a new Liberal Party in opposition to 
the two white supremacist parties 
which alternated in government. 
. It t~k 17 years for the party to be 
born, 15 years after Hofmeyr's un- · 
timely death, as the Liberal Party 
of South Africa, in 1953, with Leslie 
Rubin as a vice-chairman. In between, 
he had served in the South African 
army in North Africa and Italy, and 
in 1952, while at the Cape Town Bar, 
as a regional chairman, under the 
RAF hero "Sailor" Malan, of the War 
Veterans Torch Commando, oppos-

ing the loss of their vote by the Cape 
Coloureds. Fulfilment came in 1954 
when he was elected unopposed to 
the Senate, representing Africans of 
the Cape Province (excluding the 
Transkei), under the "Separate 
Representation of Natives Act", 
the sop given the Cape Africans for 
their 1936 disfranchisement. 

The doyenne of the half-dozen ''Na
tive Reps" was the splendid Mar
garet Ballinger, who was also leader 
of the new Liberal Party. She in the 
Assembly and he in the Senate kept 
up an unrelenting ~ttack on the tide 
of apartheid legislation, but it could 
not be stemmed. H.F. Verwoerd, 
then president of the Senate, 
showed at all times his detestation 
of Rubin. This, and the ceaseless 
anti-Semitic taunts of "back.veld" 
Nationalist senators brought out the 
best in him and his speeches, like 
Ballinger's, bear re-reading today. 

Just before Verwoerd, as prime 
minister, removed in 1960 the sop 
that kept Rubin in the Senate, in the 
final act of black disfranchisement, 
Rubin resigned and became first di
rector of the Centre of African Lawin 
the University of Ghana, a remarkable 

move when white South Africa re
jected any link with decolonised Africa. 
As Senator and an active Liberal he 
had shown real rapport with the sub
ject blacks, and his friendship with 
the Western Cape ANC chairman 
Thomas Ngwenya stood a chance of 
uniting Liberals and Congressmen, 
until outgunned by the Communist · 
leadership of the Congress Alliance. 

Rubin did not return until 1994. 
He had served as Professor of Com
parative African Politics at Howard 
University, Washington DC, re
signing jn 1976, under attack, as a 
white liberal, from extreme "black 
power" elements, a bitter blow. 

A clubbable man of great charm, 
Rubin maintained his friendships with 
such as Z.K Matthews, ChiefLutuli, 
Alan Paton and, especially fruitfully, 
Canon John Collins, whose Interna
tional Defence and Aid Fund played 
a crucial role in the external attack 
on apartheid. The.most influential of 
his many writings was the unattribut
ed pamphlet This is Apartheid (1959) 
which ran to countless editions. 

His homecoming brought no recog
nition from the post-apartheid gov
ernment, which had little liking for 
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Rubin: 'This is apartheid 

liberals, but he enjoyed the qui( 
isfaction of seeing the policies h 
so\ongfoughtfortranslatedinto: 
by his one-time left-wing oppo1 
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Leslie Isidore Rubin, writer, Ir. 
and politician: born Cape T< 
August 1909; Senator, SouthAJ 
Parliament 1954-60; Directot; 
tre for African Law, Legan, G 
1960-61; Lecturer, Queen's U1 
sity, Belfast 1961-63; Profes: 
Comparative African Poi 
Howard University, Washi·, 
1963-76; married 1936 
Greenstein (died 1985; two: 
1995 Denise Waldeck (died 
died Cape Town 28 March :: 
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Voluntary organisation providing care home w, 
A VOLUNTARY organisation which 
provided accommodation under 
an arrangement with the local au
thority made pursuant to section 
26 of the National Assistance Act 
1948 to persons to whom the local 
authority owed a duty under sec
tion 21 of the 1948 Act was not per
forming a public function :wj~hin 
the meanine: of !'<Pt>t.inn 1-:t·n af.th<> 

The claimants were long-stay pa
tients in a home which was owned and 
run by:tlm~dant foundation, which 
was 1fcltariliYJfheywere persons to 
whom~tll~JQffll ijuthority owed a duty 
under .,s_~op 2-1 of the National As
sistap.~~,Act 1948 to provide accom
modation. The local authority had 
made arrangements under section 26 
.l\ff-'h.,.. 10AO .,\ _., .C-- ,U .-.-4 - - - ~~--- • . '11 

WEDNESDAY LAW REPORT 
10 APRIL 2002 

Regina (on the application of Heather and others) v Le01 
Cheshire Foundation and another ([2002] EWCA Civ 31 

Court of Appeal, Civil Division (Lord Woolf Chief Justice, 
Justice Laws and Lord Justice Dyson) 21 March 200 
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:ivered in fighting the apartheid Goliath 

in - risque stories. When things were going 
particularly well, they would belt out 

Jn ribald songs, often of Paton's compo
'a sition (one of them concerned Verwo
! a erd's single testicle and their desire to 
~d cut it off, which would leave the Nats 
1w playing without a ball). Such sessions 
m would invariably end with a sleepless 
rie Pearl rapping furiously on the floor 
ry above their heads. 
1is Rubin was one of very few people 

the famous author could talk to about 
as his sex life, and probably knew more 
in about Paton's marital difficulties than 
JI- anyone else. 
:h Although officially the ANC kept' its 
at distance from the Liberal Party, ANC 
ey president Chief Albert Luthuli and Ru
ot bin were friends. When Luthuli won 
as the Nobel Peace Prize he invited Rubin 
:h to accompany him to accept it. 
,v- In 1960 Rubin left South Africa. Ver
~d woerd had abolished the system of na-

tives' representation and Rubin didn't 
st want to wait until his seat in the Senate 
ct was pulled out from under him. He ac
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cepted a post in newly independent 
Ghana as director of the Centre for 
African Law. 

While in Parliament, he'd written a 
booklet called This Is Apartheid, which 
in simple, blunt terms gave 50 exam
ples of what life under apartheid was 
like for a black person. It was enor
mously popular and was translated in
to several languages. 

The French philosopher Je~n-Paul 
Sartre translated it into French and in
vited Rubin to visit him in Paris when it 
was published. Later it was published 
by the United Nations as Apartheid in 
Practice. Rubin expanded it to 200 and 
then 300 examples, and it was widely 
used to lobby world support for the 
anti-apartheid movement. 

After three years in Ghana, Rubin 
taught law at Queens University in 
Belfast before accepting a post teach
ing African politics at Howard Univer
sity in Washington. By 1975, black mil
itancy was sweeping the campus and 
students demonstrated against Ru-

bin's presence. He was persuaded to 
resign. The experience left him badly , 
shaken. 

While in the US, Rubin was chairman 
of the US committee of the Defence and 
Aid Fund set up to raise money for 
those involved in the anti-apartheid 
struggle. Later he joined his son 
Neville, who was working for the In
ternational University Exchange Fund 
in Geneva. The two of them devised a 
scheme for getting money into SA to 
support underground resistance. 

Apartheid spy Craig Williamson in
filtrated the organisation, found out · 
how the Rubin scheme worked and ar
ranged for someone to collect the mon
ey as it arrived in SA. ·Before he was 
exposed, he stole millions of rands giv
en by international donors to support 
the struggle. 

Rubin returned to SA in time to vote 
in 1994, and stayed. 

He is survived by two sons. His wife 
Pearl died 10 years ago. - Chris 
Barron 

Sunday Times 
April 7 2002 15 


