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Focus of the interview: 

Interface between mainline Christianity and African 
traditional religion (surface forming common boundary between 
the two religions). 

Questionnaire: 

Introduction and goal of the interview. 
Background of the interviewee. 

INTERVIEWEE'S NAME 

DENOMINATION 

TITLE 

CHURCH FUNCTION 

DATE OF BIRTH 

DATE OF INTERVIEW 

PLACE INTERVIEWED 

INTERVIEWER'S NAME 

STATUS OF INTERVIEW 

Leah Mantahongo 

Anglican 

Retired Professional Nurse 

Church Member 

25 - 12 - 1932 

06 - 10 - 1995 

Fairmeade 

Sithembiso Ntshangase 

Accessible without restrictions 



CRITICAL COMMENT OF THE INTERVIEW 

In my critical comment I will talk about the description of 
the interview which will entail the material circumstance of 
the interview, assessment of the social structure of the 
interview situation and the non-verbal signs and living out 
the biography because it has been written in the introductory 
pages. 

I will continue to critique any restructuring of data and 
significant omission. Under historical content I will mention 
whether I did any crosa references and do the overall 
assessment of the quality of the interview in terms of 
historical research. 

Lastly, I will write about the evaluation which will entail 
the assessment of the overall quality of the interview and the 
assessment of the impact of the interview on the interviewee 
and her community . 

Desc1'iptlon 

I must say that before hand we checked with the members of my 
group whether the tape recording machine was in order but only 
to realise that it was out of order . So, each person had to 
try and organise their own tape recording machine. The tapes 
were supplied but one wonders if they were of good quality 
because of the noises produced after the interview 
sessions . I had to borrow an extension cord because ~he 
interview had to take place in the sitting room situation 
where electrical plugs were distanced. 

The social structure of the interview situation was 
favourable. Even though the house in which the interview took 
place is near the road but it was not very busy because we 
could not even pick up noises by the passing vehicles. The 
other occupants of the house other than the interviewee were 
present but they did not interrupt us. There were only two 
occasional disturbances by the gardener who kept on knocking 
at the door seeking for instruction from the interviewee. 

There were obvious non-verbal signs; like the interviewee not 
looking at the interviewer because of the slanted sitting 
arrangement in the lounge. Other aspects of it could be 
culture because of respect from the black cultures point of 
view. A woman does not look at the eyes of a man when they 
are talking to each other. There were obviously movements of 
hands and nodding of the head where necessary to agree oy 
stress the point the interviewee was putting across. 

Cr.itiaue 

On the area of the purposeful restructuring of data, I think 
there was none in my interview. There was only an evident 
change of culture either because of the so called 
"civilisation" or because of the area in which the family 
lived. For an example the same culture practised in the rural 
areas has some variations when practised in the township 



situation. Again the family in the township situation differs 
from the family in the town/suburb situation . Sometimes the 
culture understood by the whole nation to be practised in a 
certain way but varies when it comes to a clan or a tribe. 
So. in this interview I would not say that there was a 
restructuring of data . The interview was very open and honest 
according to my judgement. If the interviewee did not know 
and did not believe on certain practices. she just said it 
openly without any hesitation. 

Yes, there were significant omissions because before the 
interview, the interviewee mentioned about her husband's long 
term illness. the physicians even lost hope that the husband 
would ever be back to his normal health. Even the respective 
members of the family lost hope, but one member of the family 
suggested a certain herbalist and she took the husband to that 
herbalist and the husband is better now. He had a stroke. He 
could not eat or help himself in any way, but after having 
those herbs he can. 

When I came for the actual interview she could not mention 
that. I think she omitted it deliberately. There is a 
possibility that a person of her stature can loose face when 
she associates herself with that kind of medication. At 
present there is a lot of pressure between the scientific and 
the traditional medication. During the course of the 
interview the informant did not know why certain practices are 
and were done. One may also conclude that there were 
omissions because the informant is a city dweller. she has 
denied the cultural heritage because of the so called 
"civilisation·· of professional status. For an example. she 
did not know fully well why circumcision rites are practised. 
She mentioned that it is done more for hygienic reasons than 
traditional cultural reasons. She could not clearly 
understand the girl's ceremony called "Umhlonyana". This 
ceremony is done when the teenage girls are coming out of age. 
She could not tell me about the traditional significance of 
the slaughtering of sacrifices. The informant's family have 
given up the cultural practice of lobola. 

Hlstorieal content 

The interview can be used for historical information. Some of 
the practices are authentic in that they tie up with our own 
personal knowledge. We did find some similarities when we 
cross referenced this interview with other interviews in our 
group. there is a large variety and range of books which 
cover the area of the African Traditional Religion . We were 
able to compare the information given to us with the written 
sources. When one assesses the overall guality of the 
interview. one can sav boldly that it was excellent. It 
enlightens the ignorance that most of the people have about 
what the communities are practising as their religion. more 
especially the so called "christian" communities in Africa. 
The interview was honest and the informant did not hide most 
of the things deliberately. I presume she left some of the 
things out because of ignorance of Westernisation. 



Evaluation of the inte1•vifill. 

managed to come out 
factors. there is 
interface between 
religion. in this 

I must say that out of this interview I 
with a considerable amount of interesting 
quite a clear evidence that shows the 
official religion (christianity) and popular 
case the ATR (African Traditional religion). 

The informant was able to supply me with correct historical 
data such as names. places. dates and significant events. I 
was able to get most of the information through questioning. 
I must say that from the beginning of the interview the 
informant was tense, but gradually opened up and was able to 
express freely and openly. 

Most of the questions were probing and after some time of 
speaking. the informant will remember something else which was 
significant to previous questions and in a way she kept 
referring back and forth. Some of the issues were very 
sensitive and one could feel that the informant was either 
scared or shy to speak about certain issues, nevertheless we 
had to speak about them for the. sake of the interview. some 
of the issues are not discussed publicly in certain cultures. 
Some of them cannot be discussed by different genders . In 
this case the informant is the female and the interviewer is 
a male. 

From this interview I discovered many valuable issues. It 
was evident that some of the rituals/ceremonies are done 
secretly and yet are popular to the traditional religion of 
the one who practices it. Most of the people resort to 
divination and so on because of sickness in the family, 
sometimes life crises like birth, marriages or death. 
barrenness and so on. The people in general. more in 
particular the church, feel that the traditional spiritualists 
who could look deeper into these issues of suffering and 
misfortune which most of the churches do not come out with a 
solution . It is also noted that there is relatively privacy 
which raises questions of uncertainty and suspicion. Most of 
the people claim things like witchcraft to be true and real. 
Out of the interview it came out so crystal clear that some of 
the traditional heritage is practised just because the fore 
fathers practices but have no sense of significance with the 
present generation. Most of the christians try to integrate 
the traditional heritage with christianity. They try to 
purify the western christianity to make it original. 

I discovered that ancestral worship still plays a vital role 
in the life of christians. It is clear that ancestral worship 
is one of the most popular of all traditional practices. The 
African people believe that there is life after death . The 
devoted seek guidance, protection and good fortune from the 
ancestors who act as mediators and who are also seen as people 
who are closest to God. 

Dreams are also 
lives, because 
especially if 

playing a significant role in the devotees 
they link up with the ancestral worship. 

in the dreams the ancestors are revealing 



certain information. like 
the interview process. 
regarded as superstition. 

in my informants information during 
Some of the belief systems are just 

I must say that most people are christians by day because of 
the fear, but their hearts lie in that which their traditional 
popular religion has to offer them by night. I concluded that 
the official religion does indeed dominate the traditional 
religion. One of the reasons why people still like to have 
links with official religion is the whole issue of economic 
hand outs in the case of natural disasters where the church is 
asked to help out. 

Conclusion 

There is a growing interest in the traditional popular 
religion. The people. especially in the whole of Africa are 
trying to rediscover their deeply religious roots . Most of 
the people tend to look down upon traditional african 
religion. Others look at it as devilish. uncivilised and 
barbaric and yet they pursue it by night. Some of the popular 
religious background has a great deal of valuable heritages . 
We need to make an effort to listen to the voices of these 
people who want to maintain a sense of identity . They want a 
religion which they can call their own. They need to be given 
that freedom to do that as long as it does not clash with the 
gospel message. 
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