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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this essay is 

oral interview conducted in 

settlement about 20 kilometres 

to give critical comments on the 

Amaoti, which is an informal 

North of Durban. This interview 

was part of History of Christianity Course, which deals with the 

relationship between Popular Religion,in this case African 

Traditional Religion and Official Religion which is C1u·ist.iani ty 

in this case. The requirement of this course was that each 

student was to conduct one or several interviews of people 

involved in Popular Religion, preferably catechists or lay 

preachers. The purpose was to explore the relationship between 

these two religions. 

This essay therefore, will cover the following aspects of the 

interview. Firstly, the description of the interview, which 

includes a short biography of the interviewee, the material 

circumstances of the interview, assessment of the social 

structure of the interview situation, and non-verbal signs of the 

interviewee.Secondly, the critique of the interview, for instance 

whether there was any restructuring of data or any significant 

ommision on the part of the interviewee. Thirdly, the historical 

content of the interview, which includes cross- reference with 

other interviews or books and the assessment of the overall 

quality of the interview in terms of historical research. Lastly, 

the evaluation aspect, which also includes the assessment of the 

overall quality of the interview and the impact of the interview 
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on the interviewee and his/her community. 

1. DEEGRIPTION OF THE INTERVIEW 

1.1 Short Biography Of The Interview 

The interview was conducted on the 27th of October 1995. The 

person who was being interviewed was Mrs Mercy Ngceshu, who is a 

lay or class leader 

Afr2ica. Mrs Ngceshu 

in the United Methodist Church of South 

was born on the 19th of May 1933, whic.h 

means she is 132 years old this year. She is a widow and she stays 

with his son Sabatha, and her two grandchildren. Her husband died 

in 1985, about 10 years ago. 

Mrs Ngceshu is originally from Transkei. She was born in a place 

called Bizana. She has stayed in Amaoti for at least 15 years. 

Her husband got a job in Durban in 1970 and stayed in Glebelands 

Hostel until 1979. In 1980 he moved his family from Transkei to 

Natal, where they stayed in Amaoti. Unfortunately, he died in 

1985. The old lady was left with her daughter who is married and 

her son with whom she is staying now. 

1.2 Material Circumstances Of The Interview 

The interview took place in a sub-area of Amaoti called "Cuba". 

It was conducted in the lounge of Mrs Ngceshu. Inside the lounge 

were four sofas and a small cofee-table at the centre. At the far 

end of the lounge was a room-divider which carried a small T.V. 

Next to where I was sitting was a big Hi-fi radio system, which 
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played very softly while the interview was still in progress. I 

do not know why they did not switch it off. However, it did not 

disturb the interview since it played softly. On the walls were 

two pictures. The first one was one of those old pictures of 

Jesus with his disciples, sitting around the table, eating their 

last Supper. 

While the interview was still in progress a small boy, probably a 

grandchild of Mrs Ngceshu, was busy walking around, up and down, 

from his grandmother to me, and from me to David. Mrs Ngceshu was 

sitting on the far end of the room on my left-hand side. This 

made it difficult for us to have eye contact. I think she sat 

there deliberately, so as to avoid eye contact, because in an 

African tradition, a woman is not supposed to look straight into 

the eyes of a man, though this is no longer observed. Perhaps 

because of her age she still observe that. 

The interview was conducted informally,without anything written 

down and without the use of a tape recorder. It was more of a 

conversation than a formal interview. When I asked her if I could 

use a tape recorder, because I had borrowed one from David, she 

said she did not want to be taped, but would feel more 

comfortable if we were to just talk informally. I then had to 

rely on my memory. My interpretation of this was that it is due 

to the historical dynamics of Amaoti. Because people of Amaoti 

have in the past been abused by the researchers, they are very 
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suspicious of people writing things down_ 

L3 Assessment Of The Social Structure Of The Interview 

Situation 

I think the good thing we did which made me to be more acceptable 

than in the first interview, was that when we first came, David 

introduced me as a Methodist minister, not as a student_ This 

made the woman to be free. She just accepted the request, because 

of the fact that we6 were both Methodists. Another important 

factor which also contributed in making her feel easy was that 

she knows David since he is a friend of her son. Therefore, there 

was that sense of trust. In terms of me being literate and her 

being illiterate, I can say it did not have any negative impact 

on the interview as a whole. 

1.4 Non-verbal Signs 

I personally do not think that there was anything like non-verbal 

signs, except that the woman could not look into my eyes. Well, 

as I have indicated, I interpreted that as a cultural thing. As 

an old woman she still respect the African tradition, which does 

not allow a woman to look straight into the eyes of a man. 

Otherwise I would not say that there was something she was 

nervous about. She spoke with freedom and confidence. 

2. CRITIQUE 

2_1 Restructuring of data 
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In terms of the restructuring of information, I can say that 

there was an element of public and hidden transcript in the sense 

that when I asked her why does she practice Popular Religion she 

would always say "Why should I not practice it? When I got 

married to this family, I found them already practicing African 

Traditional Religion. Hy husband also practiced it. Then why 

should I not practice it?" This gave me an impression that she 

practices it just because her husband and the family to which she 

is married expected her to practice it. To me it was as though 

she does not practice it out of her own choice. Furthermore, she 

kept on emphasising the fact that it is Christianity to which she 

concentrates more. 

2.2 Significant Omissions 

In terms of significant omissions I can say that she did not 

mention anything about Jesus and his teachings. She always talked 

about God and the Ancestors. She also never mentioned anything 0 
<-< 

"$ about the Bible as such. As a person who claimed that she was .,, 
r' 

more of a Christian than a traditionalist, I expected that she 

would put Jesus first and above all. One would also expect her to 

say something about the Bible as her guide. Perharps,to say what 

the Bible and Jesus say about the question of culture and 

tradition. To me. that alone was a significant omission. 

3. HISTORICAL CONTENT 

3.1 Cross-references 
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Firstly, in comparision with the other interview I had done 

earlier, I can say that there are parallels and similarities. 

Both interviewees regard the two religions as separate distinct 

entities. They draw a line between them. They both practice them, 

but seperately. They both see no possibility of intergrating the 

two religions. In fact they do not see the reason for that. For 

them it is al right if they stay separately. 

Secondly, if I compare this interview with Davict·s, I find that 

the interpretation is quite different. David·s interviewee does 

practice ATR, but he practices it both at home and inside the 

Church. He has no problem about that. For him the two are inter

connected and interrelated, you cannot separate one from the 

other. 

Thirdly, if I compare my interview and my experience with 

interviews, If I compare these with what I have read from the 

books which speak about interviews, I find that there are no 

fixed rules to be followed because each interview situation is 

different from the other. This is due to the fact that the 

dynamics and the contexts in which the interview is conducted 

play an important role. 

3.2 Assessment Of the Overall Quality Of the Interview In Terms 

Of Historical Research 

I can say that the overall quality of the interview was generally 

good. It made me realize the importance of the subject as a 
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whole_ I have begun to realize how important for the Church to 

address the whole question of African Traditional Religion vis a 

vis Christian Religion_ The Church has the task of trying to find 

a way of dialogue between the two Religions. For instance to look 

into the possibility of Inculturation. I have realized the 

impossibility of an African person being purely Christian. 

I have also realized that as long as the C:hurh does not take 

seriously the African Independent Churches, and their 

grieviences, we will still have this dialenma. 

4. EVALUATION 

4.1 Assessment ()f The Overall Quality Of The Interview 

The whole ex.ercise was very helpful to me as it opened my eyes. 

It made me to stop looking at my own little faith, but also to 

know how other people interpret the whole question of faith. I 

began to realize that my interpretation of Christianity is not 

the only interpretation. I began to respect ordinary people's 

views about Christianity. I had always thought that I know better 

than those illiterate and untrained people, who have not been to 

the University, but the whole exercise ma.de me realize that they 

know better than I do. It actually changed my attitude. 

4.2 Assessment Of The Interview On The Interviewee And His/Her 

Community 

I think the whole exercise was an affirmation on the part of the 
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community of Amaoti as a whole. The community was affii>med by us 

as students coming from the University and as literate people 

coming to them as illiterate people. They felt important. Not 

only were the whole community happy about the exercise, but the 

individual people we met expressed their happiness and their 

affirmation. They could not believe us when we told them after 

the interviews that we had learnt a lot from them. They expressed 

their joy to know that there is something they contributed to the 

whole exercise. 

8 


