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(037)
So in fact, even before that time in '73, I hadn't baptised a baby for years. So I
was a Presbyterian Minister, dedicating (Laughter) dedicating babies and
blessing them, and doing a few other very un-Presbyterian things like that.
And then I would end up having to say to people.

(041)
"You know, but I realise that what you want is the right and the honourable
thing to do." So I got this arrangement with Gerald Honey at the Tab and go
on such a day and get baptised.
(043)
But I, myself, wanted to be baptised as a believer. There was a growing
awareness of this and that was one of the issues. There were ... when we got
down to really talk about it, there were like eleven main issues. They also,
that included also, things like, you know, the use of money. Because we felt
we really wanted to be involved in Missions and rather than sending 23% of
our income to headquarters in Johannesburg and seeing it being used for all
kinds of things, but nothing relating to the command of Christ, to take the
Word or the gospel to the outermost ends of the earth, were all those things
added up, I became so unhappy and several of the guys said to me, the other
ministers said, "You know, I really think that you should get out of the
denomination."

(053)
I wanted to do that for two reasons, Glen, to discover what was on the other
side of the fence, but also to stop being a boil on the backside of the church.
Because I realised that I was causing them grief by my unhappiness; and my
continual questions; and wanting to know why is this not happening. And so,
I thought it would really be a relief for them, if I kind of divorced myself.

(058)
So, it so happened that we had our own title deeds. And I went to the
congregation here and said to them:

(059)
"The pastors of the church believe that it's right for us to dissociate." And we
went through the legal procedures and we were almost unanimous,
membership-wise, that we should leave the denomination. There was a
strange little turn at the end of it all, but when the vote was taken it was like
87% of the people voted in favour. And we had to get everybody the
opportunity to vote privately by mail. So we had an 87% vote in favour of
dissociation. So one day eleven years ago, in August, we ceased being the
I

l
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Durban North Presbyterian Church and we became the Church of the Good
Shepherd.
(068)
GT:

You mentioned coming to know about the baptism of the Holy Spirit

CG:

Yes.

GT:

in 1973. Where had you heard about it or who introduced you to the baptism
of the Holy Spirit?

CG:

It was ... It is a wonderful story and too long to tell you all about it. But the
essence of it was, that there was a bunch of us who were involved in the
educational side with adult education and youth education in the Presbyterian
Church. And we all, there were about 11 of us, were invited to meet at a
place called Camp Jonathan at Eston and we'd got together for two or three
days and it was really quite hysterical, you know, the way we started out the
first night.
(078)
Doug Crawford, who was very clever at co-ordinating meetings, after we had
just had a little time of worship, he said, "Well let's, let's begin now as this is
the first evening together, we'll do the hard work tomorrow, but let's just talk
about ourselves for a while. What's happening in our presbyteries? Any ...
who's got some good news to share?" And that's when we hit the first level of
depression, because there was nothing. He then went on and said, "Now, I
thought we would just talk a little about what was happening in our own
churches." And that's when we hit the second level of depression. I was
particularly depressed because we had just completed the building of the
sanctuary here - lovely big building - it was quite nicely peopled, but there
was nothing happening, Glen. So, second level of depression.
(089)
And then he said, and this was very daring for a Presbyterian guy, he said,
"Then just let us talk about ourselves - what ... what have we got to report?"
And that's when the ultimate depression set in. We just realised, all of us,
were so dried out and in such a bad way. And the conversation just lapsed into
silence after a while. I made as ifl was looking for a cigarette and excused
myself and I went to my bedroom. And, and I could not control my tears. I
just wept and wept.
(095)
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And after a while Gus Hunter came to look for me and he said: "Charlie,
what's happening?" And I said, "Oh, Gus, I just don't think I can go on any
longer."
(097)
So he says, "Me too!" Now he had only been a Pastor for about two years at
this particular point. And we sat down on the bed and just howled together.
And I can remember him putting his arms around me and my face was here in
his green shirt and when I had eventually finished crying, the front of this
guy's shirt was all wet with my tears.

(101)
And little did I know, that at that same venue, about five months later, at one
of the events that we'd planned, he was going to be the guy who was going to
pray for me. As we wept, he had his arms around me, I heard him say, "God's
going to bless you, God's going to bless you." Well, when we arrived back at
this planned event about five months later, as the guy walked in, I thought,
"He ...ey, something's happened to Gussie." And sure enough he had been
baptised in the Holy Spirit. He had actually come to the place where he had
decided to leave the ministry and he'd got into his motor car and rode ... drove
from Florida, where he was an assistant to Johannesburg - to the headquarters and on the way he passed a Catholic Church and he thought, "I'll just go and
sit here and pray. I really don't want to do the wrong thing, but I'm convinced
that I've just got to get out of this."
(114)
So he was sitting inside of this Catholic Church and a nun walked past and
said, "Can I help you, young man?" and he said, "No, thanks."
(115)
So she said, "You really look as if you need help." So he said, "Look, I'm a
Presbyterian minister." And she said, "I don't care what you are, you really
look like you need help."
And she ended up getting a bunch of nuns
together, and they just had some renewal. And they prayed for him. And he
just felt so fantastic.
(118)
And he was driving home - a very musical guy - and he just, "Hang, I felt like
singing for the first time in months - I really feel like singing". And he started
singing. And the next thing, he was singing in tongues and he didn't know
what he was doing. But he just enjoyed it. And he got home and he walked in
the door, and his daughter and wife looked at him and just collapsed. And that
was the start of Gus' amazing Ministry.
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(123)
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And it was about two weeks after that, that we met. And after a few days, I
was with him alone in the kitchen one night, and I said to him, "You know,
Gus, you remember when we prayed and cried?" And he said, "Yes, of
course." And I said, "You've found the answer, haven't you?" And he had
and he told me about it nicely and carefully and prayed for me. And I said,
"What must I do now?" So he says, "I don't know - I think you're supposed
to pray in tongues." So I was opening and closing my mouth like a gold fish
and, I, you know, we didn't know what we were doing even.

(131)
And after about two hours of that, I was so intensely frustrated. I was kind of
... I was shaking my fists at heaven and screaming, saying, "God won't you
bless me. I'm dying, won't you bless me?" And suddenly, I ... I understood.
It was like a moment of Rhema revelation to me. And it was like the Lord was
saying, "You remember when you first received Jesus as your Saviour, what
did you do?"

I,
I
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(137)
And I said, "No, I didn't do anything. I just responded to Grace. I knelt down
next my bed." I said, "Jesus, come into my heart." It felt rather stupid. I
think it was the first time I had ever prayed. I was 19. I got into bed and I
went to sleep and woke up the next morning and I knew, "I am a Christian."
So I said, "Father, I ask in Jesus' name, give me the gift of the Holy Spirit,
baptise me in the Spirit, and I receive this by Faith."

(143)
And it was now 3 o'clock in the morning. So I went to bed and I woke up in
the morning and I ... my heart was just so full of joy. And it's a joy which has
just flowed inside of me for years.
(146)
For the next three years, it was the most unbelievable thing. And I ... I would
go places and people would just look at me and say, "What happened to you?",
you know. And I would ... Sometimes I would be walking along and people
just come and walk right next to me,
(150)
· and I'd say, "What is this?" Actually, it's called the anointing, you know. Ja,
and then you kind of get too used to it, you know. So I'm going to have to
pray for that to come back in such obvious form again. Ja .
(153)
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GT:

Can you recollect from the time period, was this a common occurrence within
some of the denominations?

CG:

No, I've never ... I've never seen anything like this. It was a totally new
experience for me. I'd beard some Pentecostals years ago talking about being
baptised into Holy Spirit and praying in tongues. And I actually referred, in
one Pentecostal Sunday sermon I was preaching, talking about who would
want to have their tongue rattling inside their head aimlessly.

(159)
Right, so I mean, I had such a bad impression of those guys or ... or what was
spoke ... but what ... I was talking out of ignorance. And then I had to
apologise to the Lord for, for being so stupid. But I just didn't see it. And
once that happened to me, I just saw it begin to happen to literally dozens of
people and then hundreds of people.

(164)
And it became like the central focus, certainly, in the life of our church here.
When I returned, the Lord gave me strict instructions:

(168)
I was not to say anything about this, right. And I nearly burst. So six weeks
passed and then the Lord said, "You can give your testimony now." And I
remember the Sunday well. Because people just, at the end of the service,
they got up; they shook hands with me at the door; and I never saw them
again. And other people just began to line up to say: "Can you pray for me
what Gus prayed for you?" And that's how we became a Charismatic Church.

(173)
Saw lots of Presbyterian ministers being blessed in this way. And I always felt
annoyed with some of them, they added it on to their ministry. Instead of
letting it be a centre - you know, Jesus Christ, Saviour, Lord, Healer, Baptiser
in the Holy Spirit. And instead of it being central they added it on. So they
ended up, in kind of a situation where they would want to have a more
charismatic worship and this would descend to being allowed in the evening
service - a guitar with three songs, you know. And the thing ... How could the
thing ever get going under those conditions.

(182)
But, I just made up my mind, no matter what the cost, I was going to have a
charismatic church and charismatic "c" - small; Christian - capital "C". Now,
I've always believed it's important for us to have the right balance here.
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(168)
We are a "Christian Church" which happens to be charismatic. As it happens
to be evangelical; as it happens to be refonned. That's the thing to have the
right balance. And I wouldn't stop anywhere along the way. And I believe
that any pastor can bring his church into renewal if he preaches the Scriptures
beautifully. Because it's in the Scriptures - you've just got to expose it and let
the Holy Spirit bring the conviction. Expound the Scriptures beautifully. And
you need to make the worship beautiful.

(196)
The ... I, ... I've come to love the old hymns again. We often, when it's my
tum to lead the worship, we often have the old hymns and love them to bits,
hey. And I, more than anybody else, I think. But it bothered me that in many
cases, guys wanted to chuck out all the old stuff. But what they were
replacing it with, was three guys scratching around with guitars; banging
away on drums. So in that way, I think that they sold the charismatic renewal
short by bringing in worship which was ... choruses that were too simple, or
too repetitive and they weren't beautifully presented. And I think if you do
things beautifully, and Jesus is honoured, all Christians will want that.

(207)
GT:

Thank you. You mentioned, earlier on, one of the reasons for coming out of
the Christian (inaudible] was with your baptism. Did the church, the
Presbyterian Church at that stage have inaudible documents about Renewal
that they could refer to ... or you could refer to as a statement?

(210)
CG:

No. They didn't. Not that I can remember did we ever go into any fonn of
written document. But there were at one time, I think it was about 1976/77, at
least one third of all the Presbyterian ministers in this country had been prayed
for and received the baptism of the Spirit. Some of them went all the way.
Some of them, to this very day, are just totally charismatic and make, you
know, that's the cornerstone of their ministry as much as anything else is and
they've stayed in the denomination and it's been good for them and good for
the churches they serve.

(220)
Some of the others are sort of charismatic and they go to the conferences but
they behave themselves when they're back home, you know. And, er, so I
think charismatic life is very much a part of many Presbyterian churches. But
for me, it's like a dual(?) existence.

(225)
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My son, down in Cape Town is very charismatic. I mean, in two weeks time
he's off to England to see because for years ... the reports about the renewal
that's talcing place there and new things, he wants to [inaudible].

I

(227)

I

So he's going off to England to have a look at it and see for himself. Make no
mistake, he's totally charismatic. He often prays for people in the services to
be baptised in the Spirit. But he's stayed inside the denomination and he's
comfortable with that. I ... I just couldn't pick up the [inaudible].
(230)
GT:

I

CG:

1

I'

Right. Another aspect I found through reading, especially with the United
States and England, was there was a sort of ecumenical feel about Charismatic
Renewal. Do you get any of that feel here in Durban?
Yes, quite a lot. And it's expressed itself in numerous ways. We would
have a lot of services together. Here in Durban North, we often used to have
seven or eight congregations coming together for, for an evening service. We
used to use a big hall at the school. Then I ... I was asked, because Life in the
Spirit Seminars were very popular at that time, and I used to do number four
and prayed for people to be baptised in the Spirit. And I was asked to teach
that in all kinds of different churches and at different types of rallies. Quite
often spoke in the Catholic churches which, really of all the invitations,
surprised me and I was so scared to miss something, I accepted.
(246)

In '77 I went to America for five months. Was at the time that the Kansas City
Conference was on and

i

y

(247)

I

I
GT:
CG:

I saw people from all denominations there. There were like, it was either 55 or
65000 people. It was quite, quite a stunning time. Met some amazing people
there.
[inaudible] ... Who actually sponsored that?
(252)
It came out of Ann Arbor, a Catholic University of Michigan and the series
went something like: Salvation in Christ was number one; Continuing Life in
Christ; and then the Preparation for the Spirit; and then the Spirit; and there
was one on Gifts, specially tongues; and ... Can't remember all the others. It
was a very nice series and it was wonderfully appropriate at that particular
time.
(259)
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.. ;-.toving to the Church of the Good Shepherd itself, could you maybe run
:::,ul!h a brief sort of chronological history of how it's developed? Maybe a
: .~ cihoW the membership has developed as well?
.•·

'I
lers the
ke

(263)
fthe

·,\'ell. it was Presbyterian - the Church across the Umgeni. It was started at the
r-: :;:inning of the century by the Frere Road Presbyterian Church and the
_ ·,,inal Mother Church was in North Coast Road. It became very, very noisy,
;,_i ;-ears ago we sold it -

(301)

1,. ~l..

the

(267)
;old it to a gas station - they ripped it down and put up a gas station there.
~\nd then we had another little hall down the road here straight opposite the
rol ice station. But they were very unsuitable and shortly after I came to
minister here, we realised, you know, that we were going to need a building a
little bit larger.

(272)

I like
y

So through a series of events, we got the Corporation to sell us this piece of
IJnd that we're on now and we, the first thing that we did, was build the
Sanctuary, which can seat 500 people. Often ... it seemed so enormous when
we were building, planning and building, you know, and there'd been so many
times that I've been so frustrate that it is so small. But we're stuck with the
size of it.

(278)

y

You may just be interested to know that the beginning of October we're going
10 start a third service, an early morning service. And our morning service is
very good. Our evening service has been through a little bit of up and down
the last couple of years but it's coming on very nicely again and we're getting
towards the full house there.

:o
•ice.

(315)
ainly
t very
mch

(320)
:; and

(284)
The thing that Wagner teaches is so true, you know, that no church is ever
consistently more than 80 to 90% full. You've got to make space.

lfS

cell.
,le] as

(288)
What were we talking about? Oh, it was Presbyterian. And then in 1973, we
dissociated, sorry in '83 , we dissociated and we've been the Church of the
Good Shepherd. Since then it's an eldership-govemed Church. I happen to be
the Senior Pastor at this time,

(293)

(329)

h
e

~ough
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that and training events and that, that keeps going. The most popular of the
courses we offer is the Old Testament / New testament Bible Survey Course.

I

I

(335)
Ja, then we've got youth activities and some stuff for the ladies now and again.
We do quite a lot of counselling training.
GT:

Right. Could you maybe just explain the vision of the church? You
mentioned that there was an evangelical aspect to it.

CG:

Yes. Well the vision of the church is to ... I wish I could give you, er, a
statement, because we've ... guess who hasn't committed it to memory? It's to
be a, you know, a strong, vibrant, local church which affects it's community; it
must be the salt of the earth and the light of the world to the local community.
But we very much want to be involved in outreach, in obeying our Lord's
command to go to the outermost ends of the earth.

(347)
It's surprising how, over the past few years, the doors that have opened to us,
to be working in other places. About six years ago we got greatly involved
with the work in Inanda and we planted out three churches in lnanda and an
orphanage. And due to all the violence over the past couple of years, we had
to leave that to the locals there and get the hell out of it as quickly as we could,
you know. It became such life-threatening situations - that was one of the
reasons. The other reason was because ... There were other reasons like, you
know, the demand and the crockery and the stuff that went on in the
background.

(361)

r

So we just said, "We don't really understand you guys. Carry on." But that
was our stand in the "something local".
GT:

Had you trained up the people who you [inaudible] church?

CG:

Yes. Well, we're trying to. And we're very involved at the moment with
people ... the slum area of [inaudible] - mainly playing soccer with them at
this time and helping with a little bit of the resources. But they tell us what
their needs are and if we think that's right, then, you know, we help them with
materials and they ... And they've had a couple of very specific needs and we
judged it right to help them with that.

(374)
And then, for a strange reason. I became involved with a group of churches in
Eastern Germany, what used to be the old German Democratic Republic.
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Because a bunch of us went there just after the Wall came down and we met
these churches ... and I didn't even know what they are, they just call
themselves - New Churches - because there was Catholic and Lutheran and
[inaudible] and a very tiny Baptist Church, which kind of kept the flame of
evangelism and refonnation alive, right through all those terrible years of
GDR.

(383)
But towards the end of that time of Communism, God was doing something.
He was touching some of the younger Christians. And they were in the
Baptist Church. And they were saying, "Look, you know, we love the Lord
and we love the church and we are committed to what the church is doing, but
God's got something more. 11

(388)
And the leadership was so entrenched in just keeping the situation alive, that
actually they never moved forward at all. So the situation developed where
the Baptist pastors were saying to these guys ...
GT:

[inaudible]

CG:

... you, you ... better if you guys just move out and do what you want to do.
(GT: Right) So they became what they called, "The New Churches". And
actually there's dozens of them spreading around the Eastern part of Gennany.
And we went to visit some of these guys; and just to encourage them; and to
tell them what was happening; and the rest of the world; and certainly what
was happening with us in Southern Africa. And out of the bunch ofus who
went, I seemed to be impressed the most and I've been back six times now and already planning the next trip.

(401)
After the second time I'd been there and I felt impressed to go again, I said to
the Lord, "You know, this is costing me so much money, just for the air fares
and the guys over there are so poor they can't pay anything towards your
expenses." So I said,

(407)
"Lord, wouldn't it just be easier for You to get someone nearer, to ... to do
this?" And the conversation I had with the Lord went something like this,
"Couldn't you get someone nearer?" The Lord said, "I asked the people who
are nearby and they are too busy to listen to me." So I said, "Oh, could You
try again?" So the Lord says to me, "Don't you want to do it?" "Heyanywhere, anytime, under any circumstances!" So I just keep going and I'll
just keep going back until there's no more need now.
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(416)
I have, like a little bit of an Apostolic ministry. But I preferred it, because I'm
not really an apostolic mole(?), I'm more just a pastor, so I kind of think it as a
Big Brother Ministry. And I have this with ten churches over there.
Honestly, the pastors just love me to bits. They're always so excited when I'm
coming. And I just spend time alone with each one of them - two days in this
place; sometimes just 24 hours in this place; sometimes a whole
teaching-weekend in one of the churches. Well, I've been going once or twice
a year, for like three weeks at a time. And it's really been great. And some of
them have come out to visit here. And I think the most of them are going to
come into New Covenant Ministries now.

(430)
GT:

[inaudible]

CG:

No, I've ... I haven't recommended that. I'm their initiative and the Apostolic
figure in our ... the Apostolic leader in our group.
(434)
Dudley Daniel, who I heard today, is going to Germany in September to meet
with them and just to tell them what the New Covenant is about and so on. So
I've developed this saying: "We evangelise the nations through training the
leaders."
(440)

V

'

And you know, Glen, it's amazing what South African Christians know. I
mean, we really have to be amongst the best educated Christians in the world.
And we're sitting on it. You know, when ... the first time I started to travel, I
thought: I wonder what I'll be able to tell anybody? A little old Presbyterian
[inaudible], you know. Ow ... when you get to a place like old GDR, it's just
... it's just the mo ... The guys just didn't know anything. A wonderful love
for the Lord.
(447)
Now another guy on my staff here, who's going to become the lead elder in a
couple of months time, his name is John Heslop, and he's been going to South
America, and in fact, he goes for his third trip next week. And he says that
going to South America to the parts ... parts of the Argentine, where he's
working with pastors, he says it's just one step up from working in the
townships - the poverty. And he says, pastors are so clean, and they are
having such a revival in the Argentine, but the guys are so uneducated. You
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know, like they've got a Bible but they don't understand most of it. They don't
know how to expound it or interpret [inaudible]. Greatly lacking in skills;
greatly lacking in leadership skills.
(459)
So that's what we're doing and I think that ministry's going to just expand
more and more for us and that's how we see our part in going to the nations.
Like, now, it's not really in my temperament to head off to Germany and to
start having evangelical street meetings, or whatever. I really have to leave
that to [inaudible]. But ifl can be an encouragement to ten pastors and their
churches then that's where I'm at.

l

I

(468)
CG:

Yes.

GT:

... to GDR. When had you actually come together with the New Covenant
Churches [inaudible] falling under [inaudible]

CG:

Just about the time of getting out of the denomination. [inaudible] You know,
I was so sure we had to come out of the denomination, but I had no idea
where we were going or what was available.
(475)

1

And then I began to hear that there were things like the ... you know, er ... the
!FCC, a few other ... And I met some really interesting guys at that time, like
Terry Virgo with New Frontiers. But God just miraculously brought Dudley
Daniel across my path. And I found us one day meeting each other; and eating
some steak together; talking.

(483)
And I really like some of the things that he says. I like what New Covenant
Ministries stands for. But, I suppose, you know, being an ordinary guy from
Bloemfontein, I can't expect to be 100% satisfied about anything. Sometimes
I have a look at the New Covenant guys together and I think: What ... What
am I actually doing with these guys? And, I mean, a stranger mixture of guys
you could never meet. And some of the things that happen, you know - Ah
Gees, I wish they'd put me in charge so I could do it properly. Ja, but
basically the ... this stuff is very, very ... the whole stance of New Covenant is
very Biblical. A lot of the basics are just so ... so excellent.
(499)
Dudley teaches, for example, friendship before function, and I out of the
background, where [inaudible] in this function. I mean, if you happen to be
friends with some other Presbyterian ministers, it just happens because it was a

I
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fluke, so ... And any friendships that develop, but we ... It wasn't expected of
you - it was like an extra bonus. So now I belong to this group - we've got no
constitution; there's nothing that holds us together, except people are free to
just walk in; walk out anytime they want; you don't sign any papers - I've
never seen any anyway. So ...
GT:

So that's been since '83?

CG:

Yes,

GT:

'83?

f

I

(513)
CG:

We came out of the one and almost straight into the other. Divorced and
remarriage. Same week. But it's been good. And Dudley's ... Dudley's a
fantastic guy. Really. My ... [inaudible]

GT:

Has there been a lot of interaction between the New Covenant Churches ...

CG:

Yes

GT:

and the [inaudible]
(520)

CG:

J
I

Yes. We do a lot of things together that could never happen with
Presbyterians. Never happen. For example, we go off to a conference in three
or four weeks time. We'll go up to the mountains. We'll be staying at a
decent hotel and eat really "lekker" food. We have this conference and it's all
just teaching and fellowship and praying for each other. There's no meetings,
there's no business. If they do any business they never ask me about it.
Whereas with Presbyterians, it was always general assembly and always
business; and voting; and arguing; putting your point of view. And the
leadership decides all that. If you like it you stay. If you don't like it, you go.
So we do that.
(533)
Two Sundays' time, we've got the Evening Rally. We usually go to the City
Hall - but we can't get the City Hall this time. All churches close down their
evening service. Can you imagine any denomination there? But every church
closes its' evening meeting.
(540)
Now we can't get the City Hall so we are getting a hellava big tent - and I
think they're parking in the Techikon grounds or something. So we're all off to
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the big tent, you know. And if it blows down that's [inaudibleJwell if it blows
down, we'll do better next time. And after a three and a half hours service,
why, we are there. Ja, it's just ... it's just things like that I ... that are so out of
what a denomination can possibly do ...
GT:

Right.

CG:

No, I like it.

GT:

[inaudible]
(549)

I
i

ENDOFSIDE A

II
SIDE B
(107)
GT:

Corning back to the Church of the Good Shepherd again,just looking at the
area that ... that the church is situated, what kind of ... or has there ever been a
multiracial flavour to the Church at all?
(114)

CG:

r
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Just a little bit. Urn ... It's actually a sadness to us in trying to do something
about it. Again, now. We have a few so-called "coloured" families. We've
got quite a number of black members but mainly because of the language
situation.
(120)
They prefer to come to the 3 'o clock on Sunday afternoon Zulu service;
prefer to come to some other meetings during the week that are Zulu in
language. But some of them, some of them come to the other regular services.
We've been singularly hopeless at attracting Indian people although I see now,
a few Indian people starting to come and I'm hoping that with more Indians
moving into the area ...
(128)
But, you know, it's a very white area, Durban North, and it's a ... sort of a
middle / upper-class area, so that's dictated a lot of... You always get people
and they are welcome but anybody who's not middle/ upper-class white, has
to travel a great distance to get here.
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GT:

Right. OK. The multiracial members, sort of how long ago did they join up?

(132)
CG:

Ah, some right from the beginning and the others like within the last twelve
months.

GT:

OK. So it should have been a fair spread?

CG:

Yes.

GT:

[inaudible] cause interaction ...?

CG:

A fair spread, but very minor.

GT:

Alright.

CG:

Ja.

(136)
GT:

Another aspect that I'm interested in just to [inaudible] most recent things that
have been going on at the University, is the role of women.. How do you see
the role of women within the Church ...?

CG:

Yes ... Well, we've never ordained a woman in the Church of the Good
Shepherd. But I wouldn't mind doing that. I think there's as much evidence
for ordaining women to ministry in the new Testament as there is evidence of
not doing it. And I've listened to both sides of the story from the best speakers
in the world on the subject, and I think they've both got a case. Pay your
money and take your pick. But we've ... we haven't done that.

(144)
But we have quite a number of women in ministry. Some of them, in full-time
ministry. I think the most involved is my own wife, because of the
counselling skills. Very much in demand as a counsellor and a speaker - as a
conference speaker - so she's got her ministry. We've got a lady who meets
with the eldership of the church. She's a ... We regard her as a full-time
pastoral worker. But to all intents and purposes, she's ... she's eldering. So
she is an Elder but not ordained.

(151)
And then we've got women in other areas - some of them are home group
leaders. And then many of the wives of the home group leaders are as much
involved with the leadership, as !the husbands who actually lead the groups.
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(155)

'

GT:

Is there sort of, like an element of partnership ...

CG:

Yes,

GT:

... [inaudible] with the husband and wife team?

CG:

Yes. The whole ... the whole of our church is built on partnership or, ... team,
is the word we are using more and more. Realising, you know, the Boks got
to play - one guy's the captain; but all fifteen are on the field and have to do
their stuff well. So we've got a captain here, happens to be me at this time, but
soon it will be somebody else, and ... But all fifteen players, and ... I think
whoever God raises up - male, female, young or old - they're the players and
you choose your best fifteen.

l

I

(162)
GT:

I

Right. Um ... I'm just looking at my lists to see if there are any other things
around. Um ... What sort of general - you mentioned sort of general numbers what are the general sort of mix, or the numbers of people [inaudible] in '83
and then compared to today?
(166)

J

CG:

Um ... you mean total for the membership of the church?

GT:

That's right. Membership - that's right.

CG:

It's been the strangest thing, you know. We had about 750 members in '83 and
we've got 750 members now. But a hang of a lot are different.
(170)
And ... um rather than concentrating on building up a big number here, we've
embraced the policy of planting out. Sometimes when we didn't want to plant,
it got planted anyway and the guys just went off. So, it was a whole ... it was
150 people, went off to a new church - it was established on the Berea, the
Berea Christian Fellowship. And then we've planted out COGS at Kloof,
COGS at Westbrooke and er, Hmmm....
(179)
We've sent quite a few people away on missionary service overseas - just got
... just a few people. But they, you know, they're really keen. Some of them
studying for the full time ministry now. We've got a medical worker in
Afganistan. We've got a person who is a specialist English teacher who
prepares people to go into countries ... Far Eastern Europe. She is ... her job is
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to prepare them, as English teachers have ... go in to teach English, but the real
ministry is missionaries - but they can't get into the CoW1try as such. They
need to have a job to do something else. And all of those coW1tries are just
crying out for English teachers. We've got a worker in Taiwan. We've got
two people preparing at the Africa School of Missions now and they are going
to work in Zambia. And there ... One or two others. Eludes my memory at
the moment.
GT:

And just, wn ... those ... sorry. Just lost my thoughts for the moment, wn ...

CG:

We were talking about membership?
(196)

I

I

(

GT:

Yes. Membership, um ... No good. Oh yes,just the sort of the ... the people
who have been attending, have they been more middle aged, yoWlg, old or
have you sort of attracted a whole spectrum of age?

CG:

No. Right across the board.

GT:

Right.

CG:

Got some very old people - very, very old. And it's quite common to see a lot
of grey hair on a SW1day morning. But it's fantastic to see them enjoying the
Lord and having a good oldjoll in the aisles, you know. And lots of young
families. Whe!1 I first came to Durban 33 years ago, the suburb was quite
yoW1g, there were hW1dreds of kids. And since then, it's grown up and it's
become so expensive, the homes and the ... It's almost impossible for young,
"yoW1ger" couples to buy into the area, so that, that number of people has
declined. Whereas the more established nwnber, the more established people,
their number has gone up.
(213)
You know, when I ... when I first came here, we had like 220 adult members,
but there were 350 kids in the Sunday School. Now, we just have had a
resurgence of enthusiasm for the SW1day School. And, I think, at the end of
last year, we had 120 kids and that nwnber's suddenly started to grow again.
But there aren't that number of kids in the suburb the way they ... the way there
were the nwnber of kids in the suburb years back. But it's a nice ... it's a, a ...
(221)
We've got a fantastic thing happening with the twenty-somethings. It's a
group called Gateway, and hey, they just love it, hey. They all come to the
evening service and they always going for pizza afterwards, and they are going
away for walking tours and camping, and . .. It's really good. It's really good
to see.
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(225)
GT:

And just to conclude, could you maybe just swn up what the charismatic ethos
is? Maybe put it that way?

CG:

Shaaa.... ! What do you mean by ethos? What's ...

GT:

Well, sort of, what would flavour of the charismatic movement as you've seen
it developing over the years from a position of cult ... specific ... ?
(231)

CG:

Ja. OK. Well, maybe I can answer it this way. When we talk about the
Church and Jesus Christ, that's a capital "C". People say, "Is this a Christian
Church?" - capital "C". And everything else gets a minor key - like
charismatic, put out the same values as evangelical, same values as performed.
Bible based. I see charismatic always needing to be an adjective rather than
the noun. Because, the church of Jesus Christ in it's fullness, must be
Bible-based; it must be preaching the whole Gospel;
(244)
must be living out the whole of ... of the New Testament and New Covenant
emphasis. And you can't do that unless it's charismatic. But you also can't do
it unless it's evangelical. So, our main emphasis is not on the Holy Spirit - it's
a charismatic church - but it's Jesus-based and it's Jesus-focussed.
(25 1)
I think of Paul's letter to the Ephesians. In this letter he gives five pictures of
the church, the building in which He lives, and reach a kind of glory. It's an
army. It's a ... it's a bridegroom - a bride and a bridegroom and so on. And
each of these pictures is true and we have to somehow try to do all of those
things.
(257)
So ... I think there must come a fullness and maturity to the church so that it's
good and borne based but it's continually sending out. It's got to get the right
balance. Looking in - looking out. Got to be spending ... er ... trying to spend
as much money outside of yourself as you spend inside of yourself.
(262)
And we, we were ... Just three weeks ago now, we took a pledge for our
mission work for the next ensuing year and, to my absolute delight, we were
pledged R137 000. That's just great - it's really great. So some of the people
we send out are getting support from different places, but not enough .

.
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(269)
I was telling you just now - I've just remembered. There's one girl from our
church working on the Campus Crusade at Wits - doing a wonderful job.

(270)
Another guy studying in America at the University of Pasadena, etc .... The
guys - they ... they need financial support, you know, otherwise it's always a
hassle for them. So we will be able ... So looking inwards - looking outwards.
Its a balance it's ... It's looking to Jesus. It's having the charismatic gifts as
part of the life of the church but not the central part of the life of the church.
Once you put that in the centre, then something's wrong.

(278)

I mean, a lot of the churches ... now I'm talking (can you see?) with my

I

tongue in my cheek, you know ... great emphasis on the Holy Spirit and I'm
longing to see some more of this. I'm longing to meet people ... and I don't
want to meet people who have been there. I want to be there when it happens.
You know, laughing in the Spirit and what have you, you know.
(283)

I

But, unless at the end of all that, we end up saying, "Isn't Jesus great." Then
something's just a little off key. I hear guys talking about: This is the age of
The Holy Spirit ... Well I didn't actually see ... I can't actually see Jesus saying
that. And Jesus did say, "The Holy Spirit will take what I have to give you,
and He will give me the Glory." So I understand that whenever the Holy
Spirit's really doing his number with us, you know - and exercising the gifts;
and there's good prophetic words; and people are being healed -

(294)
the end of that, we don't say, "Isn't the ifoly Spirit great." We say, "Thank
you, Jesus." So is that a good enough definition ...
GT:

Yes ...

CG:

... of the church?

GT:

Yes, it's actually very good. And have you seen that sort of definition working
through the whole time that you've taken to be a charismatic-type church?

f
(297)
CG:

Ja. Ja, well, I've tried to keep that balance ...

GT:

Right.
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... and some of the older, maturer Christians in the church, say things to me,
like: "Oh, Charles, thank you, for your part in helping this to be a really viable
based Church, 11 or "a Jesus-centred Church. 11
And through all the ups and downs, through the glories, through the mistakes,
I think the Lord has been central, has been blessed, I like to think we've done a
good job for Hirn. I'm so aware we could have done more - should have done
more. Sometimes I worry that I didn't really ge ... catch everything there was
to catch. The parcel's still in heaven with our name on and we're just never
going to open it. So ... that's ... in some ways, very hard to be a leader of a
church. The responsibility is so phenomenal.

(317)

GT:

Right.

CG:

Eh, the responsibility to be a Christian Leader is ... is devastatingly
phenomenal. It sounds terrible (laughter)

GT:

Ja

CG:

So...

GT:

Aie there any other points you want to raise abou ... maybe I haven't touched
on, you might think are relevant as well?

CG:

No, I don't think so.

CiT:

Well, thank you very much.

(323)

END OF INTERVIEW

