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SIDEA 

[Tape counter reading] (004) 

GT: Fiona, could I ask you to introduce yourself first? 

FD: Yes. I'm Fiona Des:fontaine and I'm a member at City of Life. 

GT: Right. And your position and function at the church? 

FD: Currently I'm operating as the Dean of the Bible College. But it's been 
announced to our congregation as well as to a meeting of all the ministers in 
the area that I will be coming ... becoming Senior Pastor when Rod goes to 
America to found a church there, which was a bit of a ... It's really something 
that is unusual in that I was divorced last year and so, here I am, a divorced 
woman, you know, stepping into this position. 

(013) 

GT: Okay. 

FD: That's ... We don't have a problem with it and the church [inaudible] 
extensively on the role of women in ministry and the question of divorce and 
how the church needs to handle it. So it's not nearly as much of a problem for 
our church members as it might be for some of the churches around us. We 
just trust in the Lord in that. 

GT : Okay. Thank you very much. Could I ask you, do you have any recollections 
of Charismatic Renewal? 

(018) 

I'm thirucing of the time in the 1970s when the charismatic experience entered 
into the mainline churches. 

FD: [inaudible] I only got saved in 1978 ... 

OT: I see ... 

FD: ... and I have no kin.d church background whatsoever. I lived in Eshowe and 
there was one little Assembly of God church there which was probably the 
only church where they preached being born again. And I had, because it was 
a small town, even tthough I wasn't a churchgoer, I'd gone to weddings, 
funerals, things like: that in the other Churches and there didn't seem to be any 
kind of charismatic influence whatsoever, up until 1978. Dur ... at ... 

(024) 
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In 1978, I think they got a charismatic minister in the Methodist Church, John 
Riss, who's now on the Mission Board in the Durban area. And John was not 
only born-again but he was spirit-filled, but that didn't impact on the 
community at all. In fact, within the Methodist Church, I got saved in the 
August of 1978 andl that happened down at Umhlali. 

(031) 

But then when I went back to Eshowe, I was starved for the Word without 
being ... I'd been born again; I had been delivered; had been in possession; had 
been healed; had be:en filled with the Spirit; and I was just like, I'd had a sort 
of Tarsus conversion. And so I went running round looking for anyone or 
anybody that could give me the Word. 

(036) 

And John Riss' wifo was a teacher, a music teacher at the school where I was a 
school teacher, and she was teaching the children choruses that ... that I now 
recognize as being charismatic. And I'd been off - I'd been in a psychiatric 
institution that year - so I'd been off school for the first half of the year when 
she came in. And so there was this real charismatic influence that had come 
into the school through her. But it hadn't touched the greater community. 

(041) 

And I started going to church there as well as everywhere else. And I would 
go to Bible study on a Tuesday, and I then felt there were only thirteen people 
in the entire church who were born again and of those the only spirit-filled 
people were John and his wife, one other woman and me. And I didn't know 
enough about the .... about Christianity to understand that not everybody 
was spirit-filled. I just simply thought everybody had accepted Jesus; been 
baptised in water; filled with the Spirit. And I think I frightened a lot of 
people. 

(047) 

But, then from that 1time ... At the end of '78, I went to Bible College in Dallas 
in Texas. When I came back, in '81, towards the end of'81, to work with 
Durban Christian Centre, I'd then found that in that three year gap, everything 
had really exploded and people ... I was meeting people all over from 
Zululand and people that I'd known, where, suddenly in that three year time, 
the Charismatic Remewal really seem to have hit. 

(054) 

So it was probably .... And I got ... I went to a charismatic mass in Durban -
because I would come down to Durban and go to the Full Gospel Church with 
Fred Roberts and Marvin on a Sunday nights, and the Assembly of God 
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Church on a Saturday night. And, you know, I just looked everywhere for the 
Word. And so, there seemed to have been a charismatic emphasis in Durban 
but not in the little 1towns. And that just began to blossom towards the end of 
the '70's ... 

(059) 

GT: Okay ... 

FD: So really I never had any pre-charismatic experience and I have straight into 
the Full Spirit or La:ying on of Hands, Public Worship and Tongues - that's all 
I ever knew. 

GT: Okay. Um, In the United States, was that the ... a similar type of .... 

FD: Ja. l went into Christ for the Nations which is probably the best known 
Charismatic Bible College in America and again, we had people from every 
denomination coming in. That's Mr er ... Mrs Lindsay who was the President 
of the School, her hlllsband had died a few years earlier. She had just carried 
on the work because the board asked her to. But their background was 
Assembly of God. 

GT: I see .. 

(068) 

FD: ... and they had founded it, I think in the early '70's and when 1 came in it was 
a flourishing organization and.they would give out lists of ... 
I think, we had about 40 spirit-filled churches that they recommended, and 
they insisted that somebody, I mean, that everybody go to at least one ... a 
local church. 

GT: So, Okay. And then. getting back to your involvement here in Durban, when 
did you come to City of Life? 

FD: I came back from America in 181 and I worked with Fred Roberts, or '81/82 
and half of '83, because I got married in '83. But I had met Rod who was a 
lecturer at the Bible College where I was working, because I took over as Dean 
of that Bible college. I met Rod. And then I began to experience in myself, 
some kind of conflic:t with the teaching there which was very strong and 
authoritarian. It wasn't initially, but it began to be influenced that way. And I 
found that it was something that I felt that I would be divisive, ifI stayed. 

(081) 

And Rod and Janet and Doug and I had developed a friendship. And so, while 
Doug was still attending Bible College in Durban, I left the ... I, I resigned 
and left there at the end ... in August, '83 and we began to fellowship at City of 



Ill ' 

114 

Life. So [Inaudible]went to America to Christ for The Nations as well, he did 
half his Bible College in South Africa, half in America. And when we came 
back in '85, we joined here full-time and initially not in any kind of official 
capacity, but purely as a fivefold ministry who, and I was in relationship with 
them 

(091) 

and in the church, I was purely a member, then I would teach for them. They 
had a Bible College that ran on one or two evenings a week and I taught 
regularly there and p:reached in the church. 

GT: Okay. 

FD: And then in 1987, we started a full time Bible College here. Because I had a 
school teaching background and a background of running a Bible College in 
urban, Rod was very anxious for me to be involved in pioneering this one, 
which I really didn't want to do because my ministry was itinerant. 

(096) 

I'd had an itinerant rruinistry in the States and here and did a lot oflntemational 
travel, and a lot of travel in the country. But Doug had, after we got married, 
simply travelled with me. But his gifting was far more local. And so the two 
of us came in for that year. And I actually set the College up and got it ro11ing 
and then, returned to an itinerant ministry. And Doug took over in his 
capacity as Dean of th:e college, which he functioned in and he was going to 
take over the church firom Rodney, because we'd know for years that Rod was 
moving. But then very sadly, he got into adultery and actually was 
excommunicated from the church. 

GT: I see ... 

(105) 

FD: And um, before any of that became public, we just knew that he just having a 
real difficult time personally and he said he wasn't prepared to talce the church. 
So we asked them to have ... 

(108) 

Now [inaudible] ... , soi we organized for him to have a three-month sabbatical 
at the ... what are we in now ... '93/94, at the beginning of'93. So I came back 
into the College, officially for three months just to hold it together while he 
had a sabbatical. But it was during this time that we discovered that he was ... 
The reason he didn't want to be in ministry was because he knew he was in sin. 

(113) 
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And so, at that pointt, he left .. . He left the ministry and went into secular 
work and I was sittiing here holding the College and didn't know what to do 
with ... And so, just out of responsibility, more than anything else, I continued 
in the work. And then I can never just drop something and walk away, so I 
committed myself to continue. 

(118) 

And at the end of last year, the Lord showed Rod that I, um, I really was the 
person, because I had started ... We have ... we run an Academy of Arts; I had 
started a night school I also started a nursery school which has run for seven 
years; and we've now started a Christian school. 

(122) 

And the Lord said to Rod: "Look at .... Make your selection be on the basis of 
Aaron's rod. Look and see whose rod is budding." And then he came to me 
and said: "Everything you1ve ever done in the church has really implemented 
my vision and it's flimrished." And so, I feel at this stage inaudible ... 
because I was accUS1tomed to travelling and to take on the responsibility in the 
position I was in - with ... 

(129) 

... just seemed ridiculous. But I pray that I know it's the right thing to do. 

GT: That's great. And then, perhaps, ask you just briefly describe how City of 
Life developed, um ... 

FD: [inaudible J 

GT: ... how it was founde:d and things like that? 

FD: I took this photostat off the back of a book of Rod's just expla ... which ru 
give to you, just explaining that he was ... He went to Bible College in 
England, he ... he and Janet. I ... They got married when they got back here 
and were with Pastor Haswell in the Full Gospel Church, I think, the 
Tabernacle. And the:n when Rod was quite young, just in his very early 20's, 
he came and founded a Full Gospel Church iJn Glenugie Road. I think, it's 
now [inaudible] . .. .And he was in the Full Gospel Church with Pastor 
Haswell, very much as his mentor, until the mid 1970's and then, I think they 
give you a date here, when be went over to a Church Growth Conference in 
Korea ... 

GT: When? 

FD: ... in '81. But towards the end of 1970, when Fred Roberts moved out of 
Malvern into the Lyric. He ... Rod was strongly influenced by that because 
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he began to listen to tapes and Kenneth Hagin and Yonggi Cho and probably 
your earliest faith teachers and it was ... and he's a very theological man, Rod. 
He's a student and he"s a clever man. 

(151) 

He's always been somebody who's been very knowledgeable about theology. 
So some of this really rocked his theology for a while. But he began to 
attempt services at the Lyric when Fred moved in there; began to teach in the 
college; went over to Korea. And over, I think, about a four year period of 
time, he began to accept the facts of faith and prosperity and healing and 
deliverance, and eachi one was a breakthrough for him. 

(156) 

GT: Right. 

FD: But he still stuck in cihe Full Gospel Church for quite a while really seeking 
God's will. Then he went to this Church Growth Seminar, and the Lord, he 
felt, really spoke to him. So, 1 think it was in '82 that he ... he made this 
drastic step of leaving the Full Gospel Church. And he and Janet announced it 
to the congregation. And he gave them a teaching as to why he felt that they 
had to break out of an old wine skin and go into something new; and the 
denomination was exercising a stranglehold; [inaudible] the Lord was wanting 
to do. 

(165) 

And they went into tbe Twentieth Century Cinema. They went as a pure step 
of faith. They had no salary. And ... It was just much prayer and they'd asked 
me to preach the opening service, but I had another commitment. So Rod 
preaches and I preached the second Sunday. But they just put a little 
advertisement in the paper. Hired the cinema. And I think that the rental was 
R3000 

(171) 

for the month. And I think he'd been earning something like R400 in the Full 
Gospel Church. And so they went and where there had seldom ever been 
more than about 90 people in the church, the first service in the cinema, there 
were over 300. And in the first Sunday's offering they took sufficient to cover 
the rental for the entitre month. 

(175) 

And ... So the meetings in the cinema originally, were very well attended and 
there was ... there was a tremendous anointing for healing. Because this was 
something Rod had «!xperienced in the Full Gospel Church. People had got 
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healed almost despite him. One woman that he'd prayed for, he prayed for 
some ... She'd had some kind of paralysis of the face, inaudible palsy, 1 think 
it's called, and she was a young ... a very attractive woman and this was an 
affliction and he pray,ed for her - and she was healed. And as he was praying 
for her, she said: "Oh, and my cat's at the vet, you know, and it's having an 
operation or something. Could you also pray for that?" And he said, in a 
rather embarrassed way: "O, God. Heal her cat." And apparently, it just 
suddenly leapt off the table at the vet's. 

(186) 

And so he was having some really extraordinary things happening. When he 
went and told Pastor Haswell, Pastor Haswell said to him: "Now, you know, 
don't go overboard on healing. Don't expect this to happen all the time." And 
tried to bring what he could see, was a balance to Rod. But there was 
obviously a 

(191) 

real anointing for healungs and miracles which he didn't even understand how 
to [inaudible]. But in the Twentieth Century Cinema, that was, I think, er, - it 
was in Pine Street, in Pinetown - just every service, there was healing. And I 
would minister with him sometimes and we just had the most extraordinary 
miracles. -

(195) 

And so there was tremendous anointing. And unfortunately, we're finding that 
people, now, will tend tio look back and say: "Well in the days of the cinema -
but God's doing a differ,ent thing." But that was what [inaudible] ... was a 
real revelation of healing and the power of God. And then from there, it was 
great. Because being central, people would come in off the streets and also we 
found, that there's somelthing in a cinema that makes people comfortable. 
They feel they are [inaudible] they can relate to. 

(205) 

But they moved from there in 1984, either in '83 or '84, I'm not a hundred per 
cent sure, but they moved into a school in Church Lane, the Primary School, 
and there things became more established. Meanwhile, Rod had taken out 
Peter Hastey as ... who had no Bible College or background and had been a 
lawyer, but he'd great e":perience with the Lord, and brought him in as a 
co-pastor. 

(210) 

-
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They also, at the end of ... it was the end of '82, Lyn Erasmus who'd also been 
a Christ for the Nations and was my niece, came back. They took her in to run 
the children's work. :She also had a school 

(214) 

teaching backgrowid and diploma from the American Bible College. Ashleigh 
Bell left Fred, he'd bieen at youth ministry there, and he came and joined Rod. 
So people were coming in from different places and a very strong team was 
developing. And in ithe school we had, Oh, we had Ashleigh and Nadine, they 
are doing the music and Charmaine and Scott Howell as well. And for .... 
And in the early year, in '83/'84, there ... it was really established as a strong, 
power ministry and a lot of people came. 

(221) 

But then conflicts began to arise on the quest ... of ... Peter began to question:-
prosperity, tithing, hi:aling and would put a great ... Because Rod was very 
strong, he had a very strong gifting in the area of teaching on inaudible and 
tithing and prosperity and he does it. Not because he's [inaudible] with 
money, but because he really and truly believes in his heart, that that's the only 
thing that will bring people in to pray for prosperity. 

(228) 

And the conflict began to develop along those lines. 

GT: Alright. 

FD: And ultimately, in 1985, there was a church split towards the end of the year, 
which wasn't an official split, because Rod prayed for Peter and blessed him 
and he went off. And the emphasis there ... his emphasis was, no tithing, you 
give as you you're led. Not everybody gets healed. And so that created a split 
which has taken us until now, to recover from. 

(236) 

Because many of the ... it's like a divorce in the family, and many of the 
people felt divided bi!cause they bad been bonded. Lots of the people had 
come in from the Methodist Church, the Anglican, the Catholic - and they had 
been trav ... going to d1eir own church every Sunday and then travelling down 
to Fred, you know, for some of the services. And it was when we .... when Rod 
started in Pinetown, 1hat many of them left their churches and joined him. 

(242) 

There was a real influx of people from the denominations as well as quite a lot 
who got saved. And so ... so they came in and from their earliest time in the 
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church, they had two fathers,[ inaudible] Rod and Peter. And Rod was much 
stronger on the Word, much less of a people-person. Peter was stronger in 
counselling. And so it really ... it was a very sad thing. 

(247) 

But from there they moved ... We moved to the Pinetown Girls' High School 
and met there for a period of time and again, there was Healing; but a lot of 
teaching; a lot of seminars. But we felt that without a church building, we 
really couldn't fulfil t'he vision because the off ... the church offices were 
situated in Hill Street. There were suites of offices just next to Edgars, 
upstairs, and we woulld have to cart all the instruments into the schools, in and 
out. And then if there was counselling, the.y would be brought upstairs to the 
offices. 

(257) 

And we tried to ... Or Rod tried to run a Bible College there. Dave Phillips 
was one of the students at that college, and Rod did most of the teaching. 
Peter did quite a bit, I did some. And they ... There was really a strong desire . ~ 
from the word go, to 11:iave a Bible College. And they began to realise that we 
would never fulfil the vision without premises of our own. 

(263) 

Because the Lord was giving Rod a very big vision. And he's always wanted 
to impact the commwlity. And one of the problems in our church, has been 
that none of the ministers that he's had, have really been able to take his vision 
and implement it. Because he is a visionary - but he doesn't know how to 
make it work practically . He says: "We should have this." But there's 
somebody else, has to take it and put it into workable chunks and implement 
it. 

(271) 

And along the way, City of Life developed a reputation of having, not having 
a strong, caring emphasis which is unfortunate, because he does care a lot. 
But isn't er, isn't the type of person who likes visiting and so on. So we had 
one minister after another join us. A couple raised up within the body where 
he would send them off to Bible College. And what he was looking for, was a 
shepherd, who didn't want to preach but did want to care for the people. But 
one after the other, we found men coming through, coming into leadership, but 
they wanted to be Rod. 

(281) 

They wanted to preach. They wanted to teach. They didn't want to shepherd 
the people either. So it's been a very big fault in the ministry which is 
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something that only now is beginning to be turned around. Because when I 
finally came in here and decided: I had better give it my best shot and do it. I 
realized, in the convi!rsation with Rod, that 1 had got his vision and that.., 
When the Bible College, I just found and put the programme together - and I 
had a vision to have a nursery school so that women would be able to come 
into the college; put their children in the nursery school; and have absolute 
peace of mind; wheri;! the children would also be raised up in the things of 
God. And so, I saw that. 

(293) 

Then I understood how Rod wanted prayer to function and was able to devise 
a corporate meeting which is working, which is one of our most dynamic 
meetings of the week. And then I saw that it was ... I hadn't gone into the 
pastoral area at all, until eventually, six months ago, he said he really wanted 
me to look at that. 

(299) 

Subsequently, I've managed to put a system together where we, we are starting 
a women's ministry, a men's ministry which will be totally functional. And 
that gap is being filled. We did try home cells and we still have home cells 
functioning, but they turned into little, like ingrown toenails. His ... his vision 
of a home cell was evangelism ... 

GT: I see. 

(303) 

FD: It turned into a care group. One of the pastors that we had, who now has a 
church in Vryheid, Wally Bestermeier, was the only one of the pastors we had 
who was really interested in home cells, but then he saw them as care groups. 
Rod's vision was reach out. And as such, we've never managed to make them 
reach out. We've had., like a separate evangelism department. 

GT: OK 

(309) 

FD: But the strength ofth1~ church is teaching. And the type of people that come 
here, are people who :might have gone to other churches. Unforttmately, we've 
grown a lo ... we ... -V,Te have had a number of people, maybe, I don't want to 
guess, but I'd say probably, 20% only of our people have been saved through 
City of Life. The rest we have tended to grow, on people who know me, or, 
they know Rod, because we've ministered at other towns, so then come here. 
They come and look for us. And they join us because the ministry has a 
reputation for excellel[lce and for integrity. Or if they come, or we mi ... they 
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might just be sick of hearing evangelism in their own church and they now 
feel they really want to be grounded - they'll come here. 

(322) 

In the Bible College we are absolutely adamant - we don't want to go after 
students. We have students from 21 churches and we will not permit those 
students to leave their churches and come here. We've had one person who 
left her church in 'Toti and joined. 

(327) 

but it was somethinB: where it was more a moving of towns and her pastor 
understood inaudible she was leaving. And you can't really stop it happening 
when there is a stromg emphasis on the Word. and when you've got a lot going 
on, people tend to gravitate to where things are happening. And so, we've got 
probably, a larger white population. We do have an Indian church, Sammy 
Moodley's church - Compassion Christian Centre in Chatsworth, where he 
started his own church. We didn't start it. But then he came to Rod and said 
he wanted to relate to it. 

(335) 

We've got an Africa:n man, George Zulu. And I think George is in Clermont, 
I'm not sure. 

FD: And then Temba, I can't remember Temba's surname. He was a Bible College 
student of ours and a very ... a very dynamic man. He was one of the students 
in the '76 uprising - strong ANC, radical conversion. And he came to the 
Bible College here but runs a church in Umlazi. He's relating to Moses Zono, 
the Rhema black pastor, our minister for inaudible and he has very strong 
contacts in the black community - Elijah [inaudible] and so on, and he relates 
to us. And we're having more and more people, who are coming and saying: 
"We'd like to relate." 

(349) 

Now Rod has personally been a member of IFCC, but never made the church 
an IFCC church. He's also trying to get into a relationship with Dudley 
Daniel, one of the New Covenant guys, and he's ... but he's very much an 
independent. Not an independent spirit - he hasn't got that. But he will... . He 
really loves the Kingdom, that's the focus of bis message. 

(354) 

And so the people that he's found that be relates to more in a personal way 
than anybody else, is Rick Godwin. With an ... He and Rick have a very 
strong relationship and Rod is apostolic. But he sees Rick's apostolic ministry 
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and his, functioning separately, but inter-relating. So when he goes to 
America, it's not goi:ng to be ... to be ... I don't know Rick's church is, 
[inaudible] or somecihing, it's ... it's not going to be one of those. It's going to 
be a City of Life in America. And so it will be too that he recognises Rick is 
greater than him. And so, you know, he would ... If it was a matter oflaying 
down what he was doing and God said to him, "Go in and serve there." He 
would do it. But it would really be ... It's more guys who are kindred spirits 
clicking, than anything else. So there's a very strong relationship. And he 
brings Rick in, at lea.st once a year in the Winter Convention - which is ... 
This is our third. 

(370) 

He has a vision for the community. We have been approached by people in 
the pastoral who want to use the venue because it is big. But Rod's vision is so 
much more than that. And like, with the Convention, [inaudible] the pastors, 
he'll invite them in. He'll say: This is why we're having it, and share with 
them. And we carry thousands of the costs. We serve that as a church, so we 
are not trying to get their money. It's to bring the gi ... the message of the 
Kingdom in. 

(379) 

And he says that a lot of the people in the area, just can't afford to leave their 
churches and go up to the Rhema celebration. But he wants that calibre of 
speaker in this area. So he's very much a man who wants to work. Not just a 
name. Some ministers you are to meet in [inaudible] their idea of unity is: 
"Let's be one, and I'll be the one." Rod isn't like that. But he does believe in 
the church corporately impacting the community and he is a facilitator of that. 

(387) 

GT: That's great. Can I maybe just dwell on ... You mentioned the other churches 
in the Durban area relating, do you have any other mission focus as a church? 

FD: Yes, we've got. ... One of our pastors, Kier Taylor, who was at Christ for the 
Nations with me, and is on staff and he's been here since, 

(392) 

I think, '88, and he <;arne in initially because Rod was looking for a pastor. 
But Kier isn't a pastor, he is a missionary. And he's got a very, very strong 
mission emphasis into Africa. He goes into Mozambique, Malawi, Zimbabwe 
- he is a Zimbabwean. He was a Selous Scout with a price on his head. And 
he's a bushman. He was a sergeant major in the Selous Scouts. So that's the 
kind of person he is. So he's very military, very bush. And he has a real 
favour in the African countries. They just receive him. So he goes into 
Namibia, Zimbabwe:, Malawi, Mozambique. And in those countries, it ... he 
just seems to have h:ad great favour at a government level to where, right now, 



123 

in Mozambique, the highest government echelons have been opened, and 
they're asking him tio sit on a Comminee of Religious Affairs where nothing 
religious comes into Mozambique without his committee okaying it. 

GT: Right. Okay. 

(409) 

FD: And he does, take p1:ople from our church, but also he tends to take selected 
groups with ... He'lll work with Brian Beukes, who started it - he was one of 
pastors and then be moved up - he started, um ... in relation to us, and he 
started a church on 1he Bluff. And Kier will work with Brian and somebody 
from Hillcrest Christian Fellowship, and so on. And when they do sort of 
pioneering work, 

(417) 

just the men in the fivefold ministry will go up. But other times, he'll take 
teams from City of Life. And with our Bible College we have a very strong 

mission emphasis ... 

GT: I see, okay. 

FD: ... and during the holidays, we organise missions all the time. 

GT: Okay. Could you maybe name some of the areas you go to? 

FD: Well, with the stude;nts, mainly Zululand. 

GT: I see. 

(422) 

FD: But some of them have gone into Zimbabwe as well. We were ... We were ... 
I was going to take a team to Mauritius last year, because I've ministered there 
extensively, and then they cancelled the trip because I got divorced, which was 
very sad. 

(427) 

But we do ... We had five ladies go on a trip to Singapore a couple of years 
ago but ... we are seeing that it's possible to do missions, just to say I'm doing 
missions. And we're feeling a need to do missions in a much more structured 
way and to start ... to plant black churches locally, so that our .... the 
musicians here could actually be utilized there and to bring up the churches. 
And again, we try ... we've always wanted to be a multiracial church. 

(436) 
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But because of the level of teaching, and the type of theological impute, not 
many blacks come. We do have some Indian families. We have a church at 
Marianhill that comes in by bus, but they, you know, they've started home 
cells and things. Wf;.:'ve got quite a strong coloured contingent. But, it's not as 
if we believe in mix(!d churches at all, but simply geographically, we've seen 
it's not working. So we're wanting to plant the churches with existing pastors 
for then Kier to raise: up churches in the area, not just go off into Africa. 

GT: Right. Okay. So there's a local and a broader vision? 

FD: Yes, yes 

GT: And internationally, you've mentioned Rod's links to the USA and you've 
mentioned the Singapore - are there any other links that you have 
internationally? 

(448) 

FD: Well, I was ... I mean, I've always ministered internationally, mainly in 
America, Canada and I've also ministered in Europe and in Mauritius. But 
that's pretty much come to a halt when I'm here. But we do have links with 
churches in other nations. 

(456) 

GT: Right. Okay. One s,ort of question I would like to ask, when we are looking a1 
the situation in South Africa, has the church in any way, and I'm thinking now 
of the teaching from the pulpit, ever ministered into that situation. 

FD: Very strongly, Glen. You see, both Rod and I are strongly prophetic in our 
teaching and preaching and we ... we both. This is probably why I'll be talcing 
over from him, because we actually have the same spirit, the same vision. So 
when I speak for me,, I'm speakjng for both of us. And we really feel that the 
focus of our church is the message of the Kingdom and that the church ... 
We've got to break down the mentality that says we're going to be [inaudible] 
and we've got to escape. And the idea that the Devil just is going to get 
stronger and strongeir and we're going to get weaker and weaker. And we 
believe we've got to :reverse that in people. 

(472) 

And so, especially illl the situation in South Africa, we preach prophetically 
right into that situatii:m for a good couple of years, where we believe that if the 
church would rise up and take the rightful place of being a prophetic voice to 
the nation, then God would reverse it. And we've also had one of the people 
that I relate to very strongly, Elize [inaudible], I don't know if you've know 
her? 

GT: Yes, I've beard of her. 
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(478) 

FD: Okay. So ... comes in here about once a year as well, and she ministers 
everywhere ... just everywhere. And she would give them historical anecdotes 
of people in nations where: the nation would be in crisis; and the church would 
renege; and believers would leave; and so on; instead of actually praying the 
country through. 

(484) 

And so one of the emphasis of the new corporate prayers thing is based around 
that, where God gave me a strategy of praying for an hour a week, you know, 
one hour. Because we are notorious for being long. Because we're prayer 
teachers. 

(489) 

And so we had to break down that idea that they'd be here all night. So we 
made it an hour and everybody comes together because they know the strength 
in our church is praise and worship, and they'll come together in the main 
auditorium, and we'll sing and worship for ten ... for ten, maximum, fifteen 
minutes. That really vibrant praise to where, by the time it's finished, people 
are to ... find there's something to pray about. 

(496) 

And then we've got ttwelve or more different groups, each led ... It's not led by 
any of the leaders in the church, because all the elders are in the group; the 
musicians are in a group; and the youth are in a group. So we've got other 
groups. We've got two groups that specifically pray for South Africa. One's 
doing 

(504) 

more, um .. .. the violent warfare - against the violence; the anarchy; and the 
tribalism; the implicitly; and all that, whereas, the others will do more 
intercession of praying for God's [inaudible] into the Church. And we've got 
different types. 

GT: Okay. 

FD: Then we'll have prayer over marriages in the church. Prayer over the nations. 
Evangelism. we've got one group that does purely intercession where they 
[inaudible] the Lord for a burden and diametrically opposed to that, we've got 
specific prayer-requi!sts group. And so ... 

(515) 
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And there're others. And they work on one group, praying just for Rod and 
Janet for what they are going to do. Another group praying for City of Life. 
We've found that ... 

(519) 

And then we pray for 35 minutes and so you're praying for one thing only -
intensively, for that's about as long as people can really pray [inaudible]. And 
then for the last few minutes, we go back, and ... And if anybody's got a word 
they feel to bring, or something God's spoken to them at the prayer group, or 
something as a body that we need to pray, we'll do that. Or a testimony. And 
then we finish, with praise. And ... What's wonderful about it, is that they're 
learning that there's not one right way to pray. 

GT: Right. 

(527) 

FD: Because some ... we feel free to shop around for a group you feel you belong 
to. And the one thing you've got: is people praying in tongues and rolling on 
the floor and groaning; and the next one, you've got them sitting there quite 
normally and saying: "Now God this and this and this, we need You to do." 
So they're learning a tremendous variety. And nothing's right and nothing's 
wrong. 

(535) 

But before the elections, the South African group was, I mean, just about 
everybody in the church, was praying. Now, they ... Now they're, they're 
scattering. And we're trying to say to them: "Guys, the crisis isn't over. You 
don't win a war with winning one battle." But they really did see, as a church, 
the power of prayer. And they know. Because ... It was ... We preached it 
and we've shown them that when the people will rise up and reach out to 
Lord, something changes. 

(545) 

GT: That's right. Could yetu, maybe, pinpoint a time period when the emphasis on 
looking at the nation came about? Or has it always been there? 

FD: No. I don't think it's always been there. I'd ... I'd say probably about two 
years ago. And it was before ... It ... it was ... The Lord brought it to the 
leadership before it happened in the country where just the type of mes ... 

(554) 

Actually, it was longer ago than that. Because, I think, ... When I think about 
it, it was as far back as '89 and '90, that I myself was beginning to preach 
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about all the people rising. You know, it went even though David had ninety 
men and they ... they ... each was an extraordinary warrior, he didn't get the 
Kingdom until all the people [inaudible]as well. All the tribes were of one 
heart and one mind so that they [inaudible]. I began to preach along those 
Jines. So, I'd say it w:as something that we received prophetically before we 
actually implemented it, with regard to the nations. 

(560) 

GT: I see. Okay. So then you're looking at the late '801s. About ... ? 

FD: Ja. Probably '89, '90 ithe prophetic word began to change. I know, going back 
as far as ten years ago,, Rod and I were both preaching [inaudible] passivity of 
e church and to really ring a militancy. And that's been ... Our church bas had 
at for a good ten years. 

(573) 

GT: Okay. 

FD: And where an emphasis changed for us, from praying for everybody, to getting 
them to rise up and resist, that's been going on for at least ten years. 

(577) 

GT: I see. Okay. Um ... In looking at, sort of, relating to society, society mission 
work, are there any other work that you do in the community? 

FD: Yes, a lot. Especially through the Bible College. 

GT: I see. 

FD: With the Bible College on a Thursday, now remember, we've got students 
from 21 churches ... 

GT: Right. 

FD: ... and on a Thursday from IO 10 clock to 12 'o clock is, is their practical time. 
And there are, there are at least a dozen groups. And what they do is, um ... 
We've got.. .. I don't know if you remember the Hill Street creche ... ? 

GT: No, I'm not ... 

FD: We have a three-year Bible College programme and different needs have been 
pinpointed by our [inaudible] and one of the girls came to us and told us 
about this creche. Ap,parently the hawkers down there at the taxi rank, have 
their tables out and their little children would play under the tables. And 
some of them were being killed. In a couple of cases the tables had collapsed 
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and fallen on their he:ad and either injured or killed them, they were being 
killed by taxis and it was an appalling situation. And a black woman, who's 
not even a Christian, had seen this terrible need and 

(602) 

she managed to get hold of one small room, which is about the size of an 
average kitchen, and she had 19 little children in there - trying to look after 
them. And the parents were paying what they could afford, even if it was only 
R5 a month, and was doing what she could. Now, that was one thing the 
College took on. 

(608) 

And there're different hospitals, old age homes, cripple care, outreaches mental 
hospital, and things, and they're ... they're put into groups and they go out. 
And I'm just using the creche as an example. They went in there and they 
began to help with the children. And some of the students, we had a mixed 
groups, the young guys - 18, 19, ... And, you know, these children stink 
because they were dil1y, and their noses were running, and they were totally 
repulsed by this. But they really got in there and began to love the children 
and carry them around, clean them up. They now .. , they've started praying 
with Margaret. They've now got much better premises and they teach the 
children, and they tea,ch them ball skills and play with them and ... They, 
they've really taught ]her to pray and to believe God for what she needs. And 
so it's having a ... It's really ... it's moved from just a little room .... and then 
God did this incredible thing when they got big premises; and a kitchen; and a 
big play area; and people had begun to give them things for the creche ... 
Well ... They ... a couple of our students used to work with the Pregnancy 
Crisis Counselling Ctinic 

(637) 

and at hospitals and so on. Now, I've got a system where I'm bringing this in, 
and am in the process of implementing it, into the larger group, the church, 
where our women's ministry is go ... and the men ... It's going to change 
emphasis totally to where they will be ... the women will be meeting on a 
Thursday when the students will go out with them, we've got church. And on 
alternate Tuesdays, they'll be teaching - the women teach the women. You 
know, things rela .... 1tbat are relevant. And on the other Tuesday, er, 
Thursdays, they are going to be divided into groups. 

(650) 

Because we've got ... We've got like ... I was actually working on this to 
show somebody som1!thing else. We've got four women in leadership. And 
then there are about twelve departments, ranging from everything from action 
groups - where they write letters; and find out what bills are going through 
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Parliament and deal! with that in a constructive way - through, urn ... we've 
got one of the women who1s going to be teaching literacy classes and she's 
setting that up ... alJ the way through to a mom1s and babies home cells; and 
different things within the church. 

(661) 

But one of our ladie:s is already teaching at a factories. Another one goes to 
hospitals. 

GT: I see. 

FD: And so there'll be a wide variety of things, that are within the Church or 
abouts. 

(665) 

And they will be slotted in where they feel comfortable. So the one's who 
want sit and sew ladders, will sew ladders. 

GT: I see. Ja 

FD: The ones who feel that they're really ... One of our ... our graduate students, as 
well, star ... felt the Lord telling her to have a prayer meeting for her domestic 
worker and her friends, which she ... She said to her maid: "Have you any 
friends and would you like to pray?", and expected about four of them. 
Twenty-one showedl up the first evening. And of the 21, her maid and one 
other, came from saved homes. And she said these women were down on their 
faces, weeping and crying for their madams to be saved. And she said to our 
women: "How many of us have ever prayed or cried for our domestic workers 
to be saved." Now they've had to move into Westville Library, Westville 
North Library and Temba comes in and teaches them. So there's a lot that ... , 
that people have been doing individually. But now I'm actually implementing 
it and letting them impart those gifts because I feel that we're not touching the 
community. We're ltlot fulfilling our function. 

(690) 

GT: [ inaudible] That's true. I don't think l asked the question. But when did this 
building get set up? 

FD: '87. 

GT: It was '87. 

(694) 
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FD: Ja. We were in the school ... No, no. It was '86 ... 186. 1 think it was 
dedicated in August or early September of '86. So we were in the Cinema, 
from '82 or '83 and then in schools for about two years. Two or three years 
and then came in here. 

GT: Right. Then how did you acquire the land for here as .. ... 

FD: 1 don't have a clue. 

GT: Okay. 

(702) 

FD: I wish I did. I know we bought a ... I mean, I know that the Lord had actually 
shown Rod and led him, and they did and they got it zoned. There was quite a 
thing with the residential area, but eventually, you know, they got the correct 
zoning and got approval. We, currently, are trying to get approval for our 
school. Because we've only got six children but we don't dare try and have a 
push for students because they are fighting us. They say that the traffic's going 
to .. The traffic congestion going be worse. 

(718) 

GT: I see. Okay. The otl~er question, I'd like to just draw on is, could you briefly, 
you've been talking about [inaudible], talking about Charismatic theology in a 
sense, but could you just briefly, establish what a Charismatic theology is, just 
for the record? 

(726) 

FD: OK. The dif ... Where, where I see it, is the difference - is the emphasis on 
the anointing of the spirit or healing for deliverance and for the gifts of the 
Spirit. And it was amazing to me, when I began to realise that not everybody 
was charismatic, to think that Rod and people like that had been in a Full 
Gospel Church, wheire they knew the fullness of the Spirit, and yet they 
weren't in any kind cifliberty. In fact, they were in terrible religious bondage. 

(740) 

And the Charismatic emphasis seemed to .... to restore the truth that God 
actually does want y,ou to be free. As David said: "You restore my soul." And 
the soul being the miind, will and emotions. And the fact that our minds are 
just simply not instantly renewed. That I..., we do need deliverance from the 
bondage of the past and that it's ... it's not even a case of, came a Christian, 
came a demon, that deliverance is so much more than casting out a demon. 
That there's areas of-oppression that people need to be set from, so they can 
walk in fullness. So that would be the emphasis. 
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(752) 

Like, in '81, when 1 c:ame back to Durban, 1 was teaching a course on 
deliverance, but it was roots and the mind, the will, the emotions and strong 
[inaudible] of the minid and all that kind of thing, and some of Rod's ... 

(761) 

END OF SIDE A 

SIDER 

(000) 

FD: [inaudible], don't tell me about that woman, she sees demons everywhere. And 
so, there was that resistance. And I think that really the charismatic theology 
has been more a case of: I've seen what God's purpose is for the human being ..• 

(005) 

GT: Right. I see. And thein you ... The baptism of the Holy Spirit, itself, we were 
just speaking about spiritual Christians, that becomes a key emphasis within 
the charismatic Churc.h ... ? 

FD: Definitely. 

GT: Right. 

(007) 

FD: You know, I know that, again as I've said, I just thought everybody was 
spiritual filled. But it's definitely a key emphasis and.... But I think, where in 
the charismatic church people have gone wrong so much, as to tum into a 
spectacle, where people come to church to be entertained. But it's that 
entertainment philosophy. Whereas the Spirit we are preaching, and have 
been for quite a long time, is that the fivefold ministry is [inaudible] to equip 
the saints for the ministry and the Spirit gives us the power to do that ... 

GT: I see. 

(013) 

FD: ... because witnessing is more than just speaking out of your life ... it's backing 
up what you're saying; with the power to do it. And so, that's it's impossible 
really to fulfil the commission without the empowerment of the Spirit. But 
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ifs not ... The baptism of the Spirit, I think, where it's been seen as: okay, we 
can jabber in tongues - we are spirit-filled. And we try to show people that 
it's not..., for me, it's not one and the same thing at all. That the filling of the 
Spirit is something totally different. where one's character becomes 
transformed. 

(020) 

GT: Right. 

FD: And tongues is not the be end ... be and end ... be all and end all of everything. 

GT: Right. You mentioned earlier, that when you came back to Durban, there was 
emphasis on the faith teachings, have you seen different teachings develop 
over the ... over the years, as well over the last decade? I'm assuming that the 
Kingdom Now Message is a bit different from the Faith Message. 

(025) 

FD: Yes. I..., I think that the Faith Message is something that has been so clearly 
established that we ought to be walking in it. And where I see the problem is, 
where people stuck <m that, like a needle sticking in a record and 

(028) 

they couldn't ever move out. Because there was a time, and I believe at the 
time I got saved it became established as Christian, that was the now word of 
the laws of the Church. But the now word of the laws of Church is, what are 
you using your faith for, where it began to be abused. Where people were 
utilizing faith to gather for themselves. But that was never God's emphasis. 

(032) 

GT: !tight. 

FD: It was really for us to be like for you could trust the Lord in every and any 
situation to deliver you in shipwreck and to save everyone with you because 
you had a work to d,o. And I think that the Faith, the Faith Message was 
simply something the Holy Spirit did in the church as a catalyst for wan ... , 
moving into the Kingdom Message. Because you can't believe God that 
the ... the gospel really can accomplish what He wants it to, and you haven't 
got the faith to believe, even for yourself which is the starting point. 

GT: Okay. Especially as the Kingdom Message has been built on the Faith 
Message. 

(039) 
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fl): Definitely. I think that where there were definitely abuses in the faith 
teachings where people were totally carnal and 

(044) 

yet using faith as a formula to gather for themselves. And that, unfortunately, 
gave faith a bad name. But it had to. I see it as a [inaudible] thing within the 
church so that we can carry on with the next thing God wants us to get hold of. 
And in some of the churches, there's been a very strong resistance to the 
Kingdom teaching. Very, very strong. And it's perceived as being a heresy 
and I've foun .... 

(048) 

One of the things that I've found in charismatic churches is an appalling 
ignorance. There ... It was as if anybody who'd done six months Bible 
College and had some kind of fivefold anointing, could just get up and 
minister. And there's this terrible, terrible ignorance. Some of the charismatic 
Colleges in America,, and the ones here are based very largely on that formula, 
will have no other teachers but Faith teachers. 

(054) 

GT: Right. 

FD: So people are taught this is what Christians believe. So then, if they hear 
anything alternative, they see you as a heretic, because they don't know better. 
And I've had to sit with ministers and say to them: "I really suggest that you 
get hold of a Study Bible, just like the Spirit-filled Bible or the Student 
Bible, things like this, and look." And if you look at the introduction to 
Revelations, you find that historically there've been at least 

(062) 

five traditional ways of [inaudible). All these different ways of looking at, 
at ... at eschatology. It's not as if this is the only way Christians believe and if 
you believe differently, you are a heretic. 

GT: Right, ja. 

FD: ... And that's a ter ... , tremendous barrier to what God's wanting to do, is to 
break through that. Because the minute they use the terminology - and you're 
Kingdom Now; or you're Dominion Theology; or you're this; or you're that, 
and they think they know what that means, and they think that you are actually 
blaspheming if you .... if you say you that you teach that way. And I see that as 
one of the biggest problems in the church right now. 

GT: I see. Okay. So that would be the next issue to sort of work through ... 
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(070) 

FD: [inaudible] it's a current issue. Ja. 

GT: Then one last question, Fiona. As a woman yourself and in leadershlp and it's 
fairly topical in the mainline churches and it's something I will be bringing 
into my thesis. How do you perceive yourself as a woman and as a leader in 
the church? 

(072) 

FD: I don't perceive myself any differently at all because, again, Rod has taught 
extensively - he's taught on the restoration of the woman and I ... 

(076) 

The way I perceive it, :and I know that this is something that God's done in my 
life, is that we've got to get to the place where we get, beyond quibbling about 
gender. Because really it's not by might and by power, it's by spirits. And 
the Spirit is without gender. And it's not as if He's a lion when He fills men, · • 
and a lamb when He fills women, because God's not schizophrenic. And I 
think that's it's the ... lt's ... 

(083) 

Lots of people will say, well he'll find a woman ifhe can't find a man. But 
God ... But as Rod says, it means that God must be brain-dead. You know, 
He will create the gifts .. Is he going to put it into somebody and say: "Oh, 
goodness me, I made a mistake." You know, wrong body. It just doesn't 
make any sense. 

(088) 

And historically you can see even with inaudible and the prophecies when they 
went to [inaudible] for the Word of the Lord, Jeremiah and Zephaniah - there 
were four major prophe:ts, prophesying at the same time they went to 
[inaudible] for the Word of the Lord. And I think there's enough historical 
background for the fact that women are able to function in the same way. But 
I think it's a gifting, the same as it is for a man. And in my instance, especially 
being divorced and it can be, it can be a controversial issue. Very. But I just 
believe that God is putting the emphasis of the church and of individuals back 

(094) 

on to absolute [inaudible] in Him. And really, if you love Jesus and if you 
hearing from the Spirit, we're all going to hear the same thing. So ultimately, 
I feel that the hea .... that the church has been hamstrung because there's been 
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these really nonessential things that we .. . that we've majored on, instead of 
really hearing what the Lord is saying. 

GT: I see. Thank you. No, that helps very much. Are there any other points that 
you feel I haven't covered or that need to be mentioned? 

(102) 

FD: May I just have a look at your questions? 

GT: Certainly. We bad a look at Charismatic Renewal and we had a look ... 

FD: A church government? 

GT: Ja. That's just looking at the leadership. We were mentioning the pastors in 
different ... 

FD: Right ... 

GT: ... areas ... 

FD: Our ... our eldership, we see a difference, we see the difference between 
fivefold ministry and a local eldership ... 

GT: I see. 

(104) 

(107) 

FD: In that ... I mean, obviously, a fivefold minister is automatically an elder. But 
he would carry that gifting from church to church. He leaves here, he goes 
somewhere else - he carries his office. And you can have a really foul 
character. But the gifting is there. Whereas with eldership and the local 
church, you're chose1n on the basis of [inaudible] and character. 

GT: I see. 

(112) 

FD: And so, it... it really is an election thing. And I mean, if you move, you are 
going to have to prove your faith once, and your character all over again. And 
so we differentiate b1~tween the two. I know not everybody does, but we do. 

GT: Right. And then one ... The youth - is that a viable [inaudible]? 

(116) 
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FD: We've got a very strong youth ministry. We, er ... Brad and [inaudible] are 
youth pastors and Brad is into networking. He's got a ... . He's part of a group 
... I don't ... , I think they're called Natal Youth or something [inaudible]. It 
used to be called lnteryouth and they changed the name. And he meets 
regularly with, I think, your ... , your youth minister ... 

GT: Kevin [inaudible] 

( 121) 

FD: Kevin, Ja. He meets ,vith Kevin. He meets with [inaudible] and then be 
meets with the guy from Hillcrest. And I think, of the youth pastor !eve~ 
there's a very strong unity building, which is great Jt promises so well for the 
next generation. But I 1~ersonally, don't like the term:- youth pastor. I don't 
like it at all. I feel it's perceived then as something that's second-rate. It's not 
quite up to adult standards. And in my capacity as the leader, I'm going to 
everything I can to brea!k that down. 

(127) 

GT: Right. Okay. Are there: any other significant ministries that you think we've 
missed out or have we c:overed them all. 

FD: I mentioned the Academy of Arts? 

GT: Yes, yes you did. 

FD: When they ... we bring ... Again, it's something where we have a corporate 
vision for the community and we have workshops in drama, dance, banners, 
all kinds of things, so we bring in people ... We ... Our, our drama lecturers 
for the adults and children, he is Roger Orton, who is the lecturer of drama at 
the University of Natal and 'Maritzburg, who is a Spirit-filled Christian, and 
he ... we bring him in. And we try to bring in the best people, not Cit ... not ... 

(138) 

We don't bring into City of Life people. We try to impress upon the other 
churches the need to enrich one another through our worship and it's the first 
year we've had it operatiing. And I believe it's just going to get stronger and 
stronger. 

GT: That's fantastic. 

(140) 

FD: So everything we do, it's not just lip-service, we really mean it. Every single 
thing that we do here, we have a Kingdom vision, where we want to bless 
other churches and draw them in. We don't want to just do everything on our 
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0 \\1l. But often we hit barriers and that we don't get ... The ministers are come 
and they will listen, but they don't actually support. And the reason we're 
doing it, I think, is because we are a visionary body, we've got the facilities. 
But by no means, are we trying to hog anything or draw people here. But 
you've got to pray that through into people's understanding. 

Right. Right. If there's nothing else. Thank you. 

Thank you. 

(150) 

END OF INTERVIEW 
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