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SIDEA 

[I'ape counter reading] (004) 

.: 1 question I'd like to ask is that, er, wbmt awareness do you have 
► ' ~.1-~7rnatic Renewal that occurred in the 197i0's here in Durban? 

,. 

_,. interruption] , - . 
. ? , was the quest10n. . . ~ ~,;. 

_1 looking at the Charismatic Renewal. Wha1t were your experiences of 
l·. ;,-• miatic Renewal, if any, prior to your joining the Invisible Church? 

~ 1 think there were any experiences, really. I got saved in 1975 ... 

(012) 

. ·: \ 1~ible ChW"ch and, you know, they were charismatic, anyway, before 
· '. ,1f Renewal which swept through the country where they had a big 
-~:-(c somewhere at Ellis Park or what have you. It kind of swept 
=- : 4 101 of the mainline churches ... seemed predominantly Catholics and 

: ~:is [inaudible] it that. So, ja, I don't know, it was just ... It to me, it was 
..-::1:I to see, I am a very unchurched, or was, a very unchurched person so 

:.-:. : really aware of any of the so-called excesses,, or lack of any, 

(021) 

· ·::.1inline churches. I only knew mainline churches. But, having got 
• ~:d experienced that charismatic time thing - the freedom of expression 

.!lip and so on, which only seemed to come through charismatic 
A lcj churches. So, I mean I had attended sort of traditional mainline 

r-i but it always used to seem kind of very conservative in their style 
, ;-rtssion of worship which when I got saved in the charismatic church 
·:c:itcning, initially, but became very liberating when one was really able 

.i.,.sionate as one would be about sport or anything else, you know. 

(029) 

--Unl, as a result of that, seeing the Charismatic or the Renewal, it 
.J in the heart of Christians who had kind of gone through a ... sort of a, I 

not a process, a sort of a formal approach to ,religion , ifl could call it 
\ l)', because many of them didn't have a one-on--one relationship with 
-~ ~st. And seeing them getting caught up in the Renewal and having 
,,ting up with the person of Jesus Christ, and the excitement, and how it 
~=-d their lives and things. It was quite an exciting time. 

(036) 
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Okay. And then what happened as a result of that, Nelson became quite 
well-known and he felt God call him one day. As was Peter and he said: I 
want you to go, feed my sheep. And he said to God: But I'm not qualified in 
any way. And God just said: I will anoint you. I commission you to feed my 
sheep. And he felt th.I:: Lord give him the name of the Invisible Church. He 
started, they started. The first place that they found was a basement off the 
street called Twist Street in Jo'burg and the people used to come there. I 
mean, they were very strange people. You can imagine drug addicts of the 
days were from the most arty to the most rugged and aggressive type people. 

(074) 

And the name Invisible Church came through a _time of prayer where he was 
asking of God what hte should call this movement and he felt the Lord say to 
him, the Invisible Church. And at the time, he thought it was very kinky. 
Because it was kind out of sight and all that. But it seemed that, anyway, it 
was a wonderful witmessing aspect when people said: ''What Church do you go 
to?" And they would. say: "The Invisible Church." And they would say: "ls 
that why I can't see y1ou." So, but one of the main aspects of the Invisible 
Church was the grace: of Jesus Christ - the grace of God. That [inaudible] 
them because so many people had been very ... very rejected; were very poor 
self-esteem and so om and, er, to know that Jesus Christ was willing to forgive 
them; to pronounce them not guilty; wash them in his blood - was like 
mind-blowing for them. And so, there was an incredible response to them and 
thousands of people through the years got saved, you know. 

(087) 

Nelson then felt God leading him to Durban and they started off just as a little 
Bible study in a flat that grew and grew. And they've been going since 19 
sometime in '74. And the weekend after the Easter of '75 I went there and I 
gave my life to the Lord. I was 38 at the time. And they were also working 
predominantly amongst young drug addicts - average age of the Church then 
was about 22, I think. It was very much a permissive, a promiscuous society. 

(094) 

There was a lot of couples living together an_d if they weren't on mainline 
drugs, they were certainly on grass and stuff like that. And there was a 
tremendous response. The ethos of the Invisible Church was very much a 
outreach church. We would go out on Friday nights. We would go to the 
beach front. Saturday mornings we would go through Durban doing 
outreaches, doing stre:et drama. All kinds of things to get people to stop so we 
could preach the gospel. 

(099) 
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And then, we had a truck, an old converted army Bedford truck, that had 
"[inaudible] Jesus South Africa", "South Africa, Jesus loves you", and all that 
painted on. And among the drug addicts who got saved was some really 
prominent musicians. I mean, a couple of guys from a band, called Hawk. A 
chap by the name of Keith Hutchinson, he was a keyboard player and then a 
guy who is very involved. He was involved with Rhema, Randburg and now 
he is down at the CaLpe, Dave Ornellas, he was the leader of Hawk. They were 
coming to Durban to play and we went into a time of prayer and fasting for 
them that God would say they would get saved. And Keith got saved very 
shortly after that, and actually joined our church - he became one of our 
musicians. But we Utsed to, because it was strong on musicians, we used to go 
down to the bottom of West Street on Saturday nights. The truck was 
converted so that the: side was completely enclosed, an old army Bedford, 
would fold down and the musicians would stand inside, 

(111) 

and we used to have an old generator to drive the sound system and then they 
would, they would play and sing and minister the people and as they stopped, 
we used to hand out tracts. And then, people would get up on the truck and 
testify as to what had happened - how they had come to know Christ. 

( 11 6) 

And then, I started a coffee bar at the back of the church, called the Fisherman, 
and we used to invite! all these young people to come up there. And we used 
to have tracts and Christians there who would wait for them - and go and join 
them and minister to them - witness to them. We used to run Christian surfrng 
movies and then, sometimes the band used to come back and jam there, and 
the guys would, musicians, would testify. So, that was basically the operation 
[inaudible] the Chw:ch. 

(122) 

We suffered quite a lot of persecution from other churches who thought that 
we were upstarts, that we were preaching license when we said we were 
preaching grace. They said we were preaching license. By God's grace, many 
of them changed that in years to come, you know. They apologised for what 
they'd, how'd they originally judged [inaudible]. You can imagine, though, 
there was a massive turnover of people. And, obviously, amongst them, were 
people who were charlatans - who had ulterior motives. I used to be a 
bouncer in the churc:h because we used to get all kinds of strange people 
coming to the meetings. 

(120) 

I mean, we used to pack our little church, that I think could seat probably 200 -
we used to have 600 on a Sunday night, you know. Literally sitting out of the 
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\,vindows, you know. And some of them used to come drunk or stoked and I 
used to meet them at the door and then a guy, who'd also got saved. he was a 
Mr South Africa, the two ofus used to. And if we felt that people were 
trouble makers, we would. If they created problems we would ask them to 
leave. But it was very exciting. We used to do public water baptisms in the 
sea opposite "10 l" near Addington and incredible things used to happen. I 
mean, one Sunday, we used to baptise the first Sunday of every month ... Am I 
doing all right here? 

GT: Ja. Great,ja. 

(139) 

DL: We use to baptise first Sunday morning of every month, and one Sunday we 
went down to the beach and we bad about 12 people who had got saved and 
who were going to be baptised in the sea. And it was just an amazing thing 
happened: People started coming to us and saying: "I belong to XYZ 
denominational church and they don't believe in adults' or believers' baptism. 
But the Bible says you must be baptised. And will you baptise us?" And we 
ended up baptising over 3 5 people who weren't even from our church. The 
only thing that we did was, we made sure that they confessed that 

(147) 

Jesus Christ was Lord, you know. And, we ended up - somewhere at home 
I've got a photograph of this massive circle of people on the beach.just 
worshipping. And thte power of God came on that beach. It was incredible. 
Anyway, we ... on our operation, or the kind of ethos that our ministry 
[inaudible] was, reaching out - inviting people to church. Obviously that's 
where it happened but we ... I think we pioneered our preaching in the church, 
I mean, some people said to us that we were actually a church ahead of its time 
because people were1n't ready to accept what we had. 

(156) 

People fell away. As I said, there were people with ulterior motives that said: 
"I'm a member of the Invisible Church." And of course a lot of things were 
said about ... quite a lot of flak. We weren't particularly skilled; we weren't 
particularly intellectual in a lot of ways, you know. It was the thing of mainly 
we loved Jesus and we knew what He'd done for us and it was a case of going 
and telling. 

(161) 

And then, Nelson W(:nt to London and a guy, the same guy, Carl Cronje, who 
had, who'd ... he'd been a Full Gospel Church minister, he came and took over 
the running of the church, on a kind of ... became a lot more respectable in a 
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way. He was very intellectual - and I think he had a Master's degTee in 
Industrial Psychology or something else. 

(166) 

But the church grew, to ... I mean, on Sundays we would have anything 
between 1000 and 1'.WO people there. We had [inaudible]. We took over a 
big wholesale place - moved into a massive big warehouse and a lot of 
holidaymakers used to visit us. We still continued the outreach - Saturday 
outreach - it was the main thing. And then we ran into some political 
problems and they wouldn't allow gatherings so that curtailed our Saturday 
morning outreaches into Durban. So we used to go in little, like commando 
groups, and do little short hit and run things we'd gather people and j ust get the 
message over and move before the police got to us to move us on, you know. 

(174) 

That was also a very, that was a very successful time in the ministry. We did a 
lot of hospital minis1try, you know. ln Addington, we used to go there every 
Saturday afternoon at 3 :00 and go through the wards and visit people and ask · , 
them if they'd like tc, come to our church service - they had a little chapel there 
and we got permissi,:m to use it. At 4:00 o'clock we used to have a service. I 
ran that for a while. And there was a time when Addington had very few 
patients in, and Christian nurses and nursing staff there said to us, they 
believed it was very much because of what was happening, the prayer that 
were going up for the place. God did some miraculous healings of patients. 
You know, I mean, people used to come up in their beds sometimes, they were 
wheeled up, you know, 

(183) 

because they wanted to attend the service. So very, very ... By the grace of 
God we [inaudible] some amazing things happened during that period of time. 
And then with Carl, when Carl came along, he, he brought a lot more depth of 
teaching. He was ... His whole ministry and gifting was different [inaudible] 
and like I said, there was a sense of a little more respectability that came 
instead of you know, j a, - anyway. And then, Victory Faith Centre, as the 
Pinetown Invisible Church was planted out from Durban into Pinetown and a 
guy by the name of Rob Rufus and myself - we were both elders, we were 
planted out. And we were officially launched in September of 1979. And our 
first ... Rob Rufus was, he was the senior pastor and I assisted him and our 
first Sunday morning meeting, we had 35 people. 

(196) 

Prior to that, we'd met in my home for two weeks because we couldn't find a 
venue and then we found a venue and that's when we officially launched the 
church. And it just started to grow from there. I would say that we ten ... 
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we became, under Carl's teaching, we tended to become quite Calvinistic in 
our ... our outlook. I would say almost to the degree of what they call 
five-point Calvinists. But somehow, in spite of the sovereignty of God, there 
was just a whole lot of things that we couldn't 

(206) 

reconcile in the Bible that the Bible spoke about. The fact that, you know, 
there was a possibility that you could fall away from God and yet the other 
doctrinal point that once saved, always saved, you know. And just 
recognising, that under the sovereignty of God, man just guessed a lot of 
things, you know. 

(210) 

Anyway, we ... we progressed. And then in 1980, Ray McCauley, strangely 
enough, before be went off to Tulsa, Oklahoma, to attend Kenneth Hagin's 
Rhema Bible School!, he had come down. He had known Carl Cronje - who 
was before we had planted out and I'd actually prayed for him and I was asked 
to pray over and send him off, probably little realising what problems I 
[inaudible] our God was ever going use him in his life, you know, which was 
quite an amazing thing. 

(216) 

And then we planted out and amazingly, Rhema started off almost at the same 
time in Rhema, Ray McCauley's home, as what we started in our home and 
just quite amazing toi see what God did with them, you know. But now he ... 
um ... and then in 1980, Kenneth Hagin came out to South Africa to officially 
open Rbema Bible Church and they had a Faith Convention and Rob Rufus 
decided to go to that.. And he was just revolutionized by the kind of teaching 
and the kind of outlook that they had. It was known as er, ... called it faith 
teaching, I can't remember what the original name was. 

(228) 

And he came back, and, of course, from being Five Point Calvinist on the one 
side and suddenly radically converting to the Word of Faith people - although 
I think faith applies generally, whatever title you give yourself - and we kind 
of got into a bit of speed wobble. There were some people who weren't very 
happy with that and !5o on. 

(232) 

And then, I think, the Faith Movement as we grew there were various things 
that people were sayiLng about certain aspects of the Faith Movement and about 
the prosperity cult aI1td so on. But as we had experienced them in the Invisible 
Church where people misinterpreted our motives and misinterpreted things we 
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did, and people who came with ulterior motives, we came ... we staned getting 
labels ourselves, you know1 And we just realized that there will always be 
excesses, you know. I mean, people were walking around laying their hands 
on motor cars that were parked outside and saying: "Father, I claim this car in 
Jesus' name" , you know. Never mind the fact that it might have been another 
Christian's car or whatever. It was just like some strange things that people 
went ... But they never preached that. Ray McCauley never ever preached 
that. 

(243) 

And, but we were very influenced by that and there was a time in fact, when 
we were invited actually, to join Rhema and become a Rhema Church but we 
felt th.at God had ca~Ied us slightly differently and 

(246) 

it was then that we felt a need to change the name from the Invisible Church. 
We'd had a profile of being a church of drop-outs. And although we had 
ministered a lot to those kind of people, I mean, we had professors in the 
church, we had professional people in the church, and we just felt that God had 
said that the name Invisible Church had served its time, its purpose and so we 
changed and then we ... because we were involved in the Faith thing, 
everything was being made Faith, we changed the name to Victory Faith 
Centre. 

(253) 

But it wasn't very long after that, that we just found in searching scriptures, 
that there were other things that some of those churches kind of just steered 
away - from which we had at one stage. And then I think, also, as Rob, kind 
of came into own depth of ministry he had a very strong prophetic proclaiming 
each to his ministry. We kind of changed a little and we found ourselves to be 
pioneering things that we didn't ... we didn't relate to anybody, so we had 
nobody we could bounce things off. The Invisible Church by that time, had 
ceased to function. It had eventually closed down - Carl had left and it 
eventually closed down. 

What period was that about? 

(265) 

DL: I guess it was probably about '81 or thereabouts, '8 l maybe '82, and they had 
closed down and Chris Wienand, who had also been in an elder in the church, 
had kind of overseen it after Carl had left. And then, over a period oftime, I'm 
not sure how long it was, ex-members of the Invisible Church came back to 
Chris and said: "W,e can't find a church we relate to and won't you consider 
that we restan something?" 
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(273) 

And so that was how Glenridge Fellowship was formed. In my understanding 
and ifl have the facts right. And many of them were ex-Invisible Church 
people and they had 1then met, they had run into a few problems and we were 
kind of doing our thing out there and trying to find various models that we 
could follow and maybe develop according to them. So then during a period 
of time we met a lot (>f different people and listened to them and thought: 
Well, is this where Gods wants us? And we followed this way; and then 
people would leave and we'd think: No, we'd made a mistake - we should ... 
this is what we should have done. 

(282) 

I mean, not recklessly. With prayer and waiting on God and sincerely feeling 
we were doing the right thing. But having nobody who was wise that we 
could really bounce these things off, you know. And then we'd change and do 
something else. Like: the once we decided that the best thing to do was to shut 
down our morning service so that people ... We wanted families to have time 
to be together, because we realized that families were under pressure and 

(287) 

we thought that if they don't come to our morning service they can have family 
time together, and w~: will have an evening service. But then we found people 
who could only come: to the morning service, then found another church. So 
they didn'l come to the evening. And then, well maybe, we've made a mistake. 
Perhaps it should have been the morning service. And so we stopped the 
evening service for a while and then we lost people there. 

(292) 

One of the phenomenia, I want to just say though, is that right from the days of 
the Invisible Church, the morning service always tended to be a worship cum 
having the sacraments of communion service. It seemed to be much more 
worshipful and usuallly it was your faithful core that came to that. The 
evenings were always packed and a much younger element of people used to 
come .and it was more of a sort of a praise service where there was a lot ... And 
that was the time of evangelism and I mean, at times there were 30/50 people 
would come up and commit their lives to Jesus Christ. Maybe even a hundred. 
And of course, it was so jam-packed that it was hard to remember numbers. 
So there was a lot of 1~xcitement about that service and it's amazing that where 
- 15 years on now - 18 years ago, I would say, and right through that 18-year 
period, and Victory Faith Centre is 15 years old this September, that style has 

continued. It's just remarkable. 

(311) 



84 

I mean, different guys are leading the church. Sean Dooley is leading the 
church now, he's different. So through four different leaders that I've served, 
during that period o,f time, that ethos of the morning service now accept them 
at the Victory Faith Centre, it's more family service. More the people, 
children come becaUISe of junior church. But the numbers are only about half, 
or slightly under half in the morning as they were in those days. And it tends 
to be, I if could use the word, a slightly slower style of service, Okay. 
Whereas the evening is still 70 per cent young people, up to the age of 30, or 
whatever. So I don't understand how that - we thought that when we were on 
the Beach Front, it was because guys were surfing and they would come there. 
But it's continued. I mean, we're k's away from the beach, so it's not that. 

(325) 

It's ju.st ... it's been an amazing phenomenon because most of the mainline 
churches, their big s,ervice is in the morning and the evenings are ... it's like a 
tiny little, almost a home group type, meeting. Whereas with us ... and there is 
a lot of energy. Even older people prefer coming in the evening because we 
have a lot of dancing and proclaiming and partying. They often have party 
times or praise parties here. Just the way the Holy Spirit seems to break out. 
And, um, ja, so that's kind of where we are now. I think our visions remain the 
same. What I did miiss out - can I go back to that? 

GT: Ja, fine. 

(332) 

DL: Du.ring the time that I mentioned Glenridge, they, they had run into a bit of a 
problem and they had heard of a guy called Dudley Daniel and he was running 
a church up in Bryanston, called New Covenant Fellowship, Bryanston, and he 
was an ex-Durban man. He had ... he was then ... had been in the Baptist 
ministry - got filled with the Spirit, and they kind of said: "Look, we want you 
to leave." So he left ,and he started this church. And he came down and he 
spent time with Chris and with the eldership and they found out ... he just 
made some suggestions about what they should do here and really put a lot of 
wisdom into their situation. And so, they struck up a friendship with him and 
whenever they had some ... they needed to know something, they would 
bounce it off him. And he almost always told them the right thing to do so, of 
course, they really started to listen to him. And Chris and Rob and myself 
having the same roots, as it were, used to talk and, you know, we were just 
saying that - sharing some of our things, and he said: "Why don't you meet 
Dudley? Why don't you find out about some things with him?" 

(350) 

And so we did. And we were then invited to a leader's conference which 
Dudley had called, and people who, churches that had started to relate to him -
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it was an emerging apostolic ministry that he, well, he ... he was an emerging 
apostle, shall I say, or that's what we recognized, anyway. 

(356) 

And he definitely had the gifting because he could come into a church and just 
kind of look at the whole structure of the church, and advise you to do various 
things about leadership or running and he just seemed to solve the problems, 
you know. Brought a lot of stability into the church. And he undergirded the 
new pattern or ... or a New Testament pattern church where there were 
eldership run; there was a plurality of the elders that we related through 
friendship; that there was no hierarchy; there was no bishop or superintendent 
- although some of th1e churches have said to me that, "You are no different to 
us because you relate to him. You just call him an apostle." 

(367) 

But the difference is, we only relate to him. He doesn't come in to our church 
and say you must or mustn't do this. We ask him for his advice and because of 
our experience with him - that he's a Godly man and a man of integrity • that 
we found when we follow his advice, he's almost always been right. And, I 
mean, his profile and anointing has grown over the years as well. So currently, 
there are about 150 re lating Churches. 

(374) 

Anyway, we started relating to him. And he starting putting in ... making a lot 
of input into our church and others. And um, so, but the whole thing is based 
on relationship. It's purely :friendship. And he taught us a very important 
lesson. And that was: instead of our eldership being a functional thing -

(380) 

where there used to be suspicion, covetousness, maybe, about each other's 
role, and thinking yorn could do better, and that kind of thing - he brought a lot 
of incredible stability into that, where we started to become :friends and 
realized that God had called us into a ministry; that we hadn't applied for it; 
that we had laid down everything. I had been in business. I had my own 
business that God hadl called me out of. Laid it all down and actually gave my 
life to the Church. To serve it until I died or until God called me away. And 
we came to that situation where we realized that's where God had called us to. 

(389) 

And so, we started developing relationship where we kind of became 
vulnerable. Told each other about our pasts; what we did; our weaknesses; our 
failures and so on. [inaudible] a tremendous sense of acceptance because we 
weren't afraid of people finding out things about us that were ... They knew 
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everything about our past. And we started building friendship. For me it was 
quite amazing because I was twenty years older than the youn ... than the 
oldest guys in the relationship in the eldership. But my whole life I've been 
involved in a young church so ... And in our relating to Dudley, it was the 
same, it was purely friendship. He was ... he would be invited to come into 
our church and speak into our church but we would obviously be foolish not to 
listen to him because of the esteem that 

(403) 

we hold him in. Though he would never tell us anything unless we asked 
him. So he never violated us and he saw friendship and relationship as a 
primary part of our re:lationship or function that we were friends before we 
were function. And that has been a tremendous strong point, I think. in our 
Fellowship. He said the leaders are seen to be friends, and known to be 
friends. And out oft:bat we have learnt to share our vulnerabilities with our 
church and with our people; our areas of failure, the areas where God has 
taught us things and !brought strength into us. So that hopefully our people 
don't see us as anything other than people ... someone who's been called of 
God and given a separate anointing to them. But that we are still prone and · · 
liable to make mistakes; that our marriages have struggled; but that in 
appropriating God's Word now, you know, and applying His principles ... if 
we've succeeded. I dion't know if I have gone right. 

(421) 

GT: No, that's great. Tell me [inaudible] just jwnp in and ask. In talking about 
Dudley just coming down to see Chris - when was that about. Was that about 
the same time that Chris Wienand's church ... ? 

DL: Well, they had, yes. Ja, they'd started ... They were ... I don't know how long 
they'd run for - maybe a year, or 18 months or so on. 

(425) 

And so Dudley had come in and helped them tremendously in setting things 
out. And because Chris and Rob particularly, were very good friends, they 
had talked to one another and so on. And as a result of that, Rob came back 
and said to Fini, who was the other elder, and myself, that maybe we should 
meet with Dudley. 

(430) 

And we were given a video where he was teaching leaders. And he would 
come into the churclh and he would talk about honouring your leaders, you 
know, and the biblical injunction that if you have a preacher who preaches 
well, you should give him double honour. And teaching: It was easier for him 
to come in and to teach about the principle of tithing, and offerings, and giving 
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to the poor, and giving to missions, than it was us. Because if you do it, then 
you're almost perceived to say: "Well, you want the money. That's why 
you're doing it." Yo,u see. And, I mean, it's very much as much a biblical 
thing as healing or gi~tting saved because Jesus spoke frequently. I mean, 
anyone just has to research the New Testament, the Gospels. I mean, 
two-thirds of it, Jesus spoke about giving. 

(442) 

So he brought .. . be brought a lot of that in and set certain things in, which he 
made it very easy for guys who were leading churches, that they didn't have to 

do that, you know. 

(446) 

And so we made the decision that we would like to relate to him. What came 
of that, is that the government wants 

(450) 

handles on everything and so in order to help, there were a lot of autonomous 
churches that started relating - and one of the main problems that autonomous 
churches had, was marriage licences. How do you, if you're a pastor in a 
church of 50, if you want a marriage licence, it is very difficult. Mainline 
churches got them because they were denominational, so it was just a matter of 
course. If you became a minister you were given a marriage licence. So 
where ever you were posted you could marry people. But because of our style, 
in the autonomous churches, each church had to personally apply. And then 
you had to convince the Director of Home Affairs that you needed to have a 
marriage licence, even though you had a small church. So it was very 
difficult. 

(461) 

So, what they did watS, they went to the government- the Department of Home 
Affairs - and they registered "New Covenant Ministries" as an organization, 
purely because that's what the Law wanted. It isn't that. But the law wants 
handles, so they did ilhat. And so, I've now got a marriage licence as a 
Minister under ... or, Marriage Officer in New Covenant Ministries. But it's 
purely a legal thing. It doesn't ... I don't ... I don't belong to New Covenant 
Ministries - I belong to Victory Faith Centre. 

(471) 

But every church that related to New Covenant Ministries, could then, via the 
umbrella of New Covenant Ministries, apply to be tested and to receive a 
marriage licence. So with the result, that guys that have got churches of 50 or 
100, have now recei1.red marriage licences and can marry people. And also it 
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implied that we could marry people anywhere within the Republic of South 
Africa because that's where we are represented. Where you are a one-off 
church, you could only marry in your town or city or where ever you were. 

(480) 

So those have been some of the benefits of people coming in. But that's as far 
as the organization goes. It's really the name of an apostolic ministry team, 
and people relate to them purely by relationship. They're not required to. I 
mean, obviously they are encouraged to tithe or give money to them and to 
allow that team to function as anybody in the church would. But your 
membership is not based on how much you pay but whether you are really 
committed to the visi1on of that team and that the vision of that team must 
[inaudible] donations going to the nations where ever that may be. 

GT: When [inaudible] 

DL: I would guess about 84 or 85, ja [inaudible]. That clicked in. 

GT: And then ... relate [inaudible] the same type of relations. 

DL: Just [inaudible] ja. It got stronger and stronger, ja. 

GT: Thank you. I would just ask. In comparison to [inaudible]eldership in 
relations. 

DL: The New Testament Pattern, Ja. 

(490) 

(497) 

GT ... was it any different to the Invisible Church? Or was the Invisible Church 
run [inaudible] 

DL: Yes, okay. The Invisible Church, when it originally started, they had a pastor, 
Nelson Nurse. And then, they appointed deacons - well, they called them 
deacons, they were thte [inaudible] guys. I mean, I had been a Christian for 
three months and was just drawn to people. I used to find myself, going 
around ... walking around and talking to people and saying: 

(509) 

"Nice to see you" and "How are you?" at the end of the meeting• 'cause they 
used to provide tea and coffee at the end of the evening service. And one day, 
somebody said they'al been watching me and said that they thought I had 
pastoral, shepherding, care for the people and they would like me to become a 
deacon. Um, and it was basically the fact that there was ... I don't know how 



89 

many there were in those days - five or six - who would do the functional 
things under the pastor. And then, probably a year later, he approached us and 
said: Look, he really felt that God had told him that actually our role was one 
of eldering rather than deaconing and that we were ... he wanted to ordain us 
as elders and that we would raise up other deacons, or people as deacons, to do 
that. So, that's what happened. 

(524) 

I mean, he was always seen as the pastor of the church because he was the 
founder. But, I mean, we had elders meetings where we discussed and decided 
things. He was quite a strong leader so he normally kind of went the way he 
wanted to go. But 1 would say ... ah. There again we had no models to 
follow. I mean, our .. ,, our driving force was the grace of God and to reach out 
into the world and tell people: "Hey, Jesus loves you no matter what you have 
done. If you're willing to repent and tum away, which repentance means - to 
do 180' tum from where you were - you know, you can be reconciled to God; 

(540) 

the Blood of Jesus will cleanse all your sin; you know, and God will give you 
a new start in life where you can make something - make an impact on the 
world you know. So that was what, I think, the initial part. There was ... 
there were always elders even when we were Five Point Calvinists, you know. 
But there again, a very strong leader, who, kind of, although there were 
meetings and things, one generally kind of went the way ... But then, you 
respected him. 

(547) 

I would say it was some of that [inaudible]. Except that we've grown a lot 
since then, I hope, and learnt a few more things and we've become more secure 
in God so there's beern more of a team ... there's more teamwork now. 
Although we were ... I mean, in the Invisible Church under Carl, had 27 elders 
at one stage. And I mean, some of those guys, l don't know how they became 
elders, but some just worked harder and they should rather have been made 
deacons, they were made elders. 

(559) 

The guys never really knew each other. They were very threatened - even in 
... under Nelson, you !know. But we certainly worked at becoming friends and 
that we recognized ea,ch other anointings. We're not threatened by them. We 
support one another. And we realise that it's actual teamwork, although there's 
a lead elder, which we believe is a scriptural ... I can't think of the word I 
want. The short-term memory doesn't work all that well, 

(569) 
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but, that it's, it's scriptural to have a lead elder. That's the word I want. That 
we're very much a team and that includes our wives. Okay, we believe that 
our wives, although they are not ordained elders, they are called into the office 
alongside their husbands. So we try to include them in some of our meetings 
that we have to get their perspective and so on. Ja. So we ... we try to see that 
even in the development of the leaders in our church, like community leaders 
and home group leaders and so on, that God has called us as a team, and we 
see more of the corporateness of the whole thing than the individualism. 
Obviously, you som~:times have to have a person, but we still see him then as a 
leader of a team. So we believe very much in team ministry. 

(586) 

GT: One aspect of the Invisible Church I would just like to ask about. With the 
focus in Durban then:, was it a multiracial mission focus - the people you met? 
Or because the situatilon in the country was purely white? 

DL: It was primarily whit1e, purely because there were no blacks around. There 
were no other culture people around, you know. It was ... People just 
generally were separated. I mean, if we met with people we used to make a lot 
of contact with Asian/Indian people on the Beach Front, but many of them 
were Muslims. 

(597) 

So, it used to end up iin a big argument, as to, you know, Islam versus 
Christianity. We did have ... we did have an Indian deacon when Carl was 
there, a guy by the name of Sonny Moodley and I actually baptised him in 
water one day and jus:t through the act of water baptism, he claimed that his 
eyesight was totally r1~stored. He'd been wearing glasses - spectacles and he 
never needed to wear them again. So we were ... we were certainly not 
racialistic in our approach, but just the reality was that the people that came 
our way, were all white - Caucasian, because they just weren1t in the areas 
where we operated. But we were certainly open to any cross-cultural ministry, 
you know. And there were occasions, when people came to visit our church, 
but, I think, many of them, because of the language barrier, and because there 
was-one or two, there was never a thing of: "Should we have an interpreter?" -
and that kind of thing,. 

GT: That's fine. And then just one other ... Then, just looking at Victory Faith as it 
developed, urn, the vision of the church, the ministries of the church - did this 
develop [inaudible] i111 the early eighties? 

(624) 

DL: Ja, well, I think we m1::,ved through the transition of being, what we called a 
faith church, in a sense that there was time when ... when you were just kind 
oflooking at the "Rah-Rah" side of the Word of God, you know. Just 
proclaiming, being positive about everything. And l think that is the truth, 
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you know, that one look,ed ... didn't look at the persecution side. We just felt 
that, you know, if you were, just had Faith, then you just believed that 
everything would always work out. But the reality was, that it didn't. 

(636) 

And there were often awkward questions. And so you had to face them. And 
you know ... So since then we've realized, I mean, we still very much a faith 
church in the sense that we believe in the Word of God and the things that God 
say, but we've realized that because of human frailty, that those things don't 
always work. They may work, obviously, you know, I mean. Some people 
proclaim that in 40 years: they've never been ill and it's because they've stood 
on the Word of God. And that may well be. But, I mean, we have already 
prayed for guys who were dying of cancer and they died. And we fasted; and 
prayed; and believed in God - and they died. We could never answer that 
question. 

(651) 

There've been people who were dying of cancer that we prayed for that have 
been miraculously healed. We believe ... we try to say that we believe same 
for both. But I can't answer that question. And it's been my privilege through 
my ministry to see, in the time I've been in the ministry, to see some 
wonderful incredible miracles of God's healing power. 

(660) 

And yet, I've also known the heartbreak of going and praying, as far as I could 
ascertain full of faith, for people, who died. I've kind of lost the flow of the 
question. 

GT: [inaudible] development. [inaudible] of phase of the faith ... 

DL: Ja, So we kind of grew oiut of that and, under I th.ink, Dudley's leading, started 
recognising that the plurality ofleaders, elders and [inaudible] team, raising up 
other people - that it wasin't a time for superstars, but it was a corporate thing 
and the body recognising gifting and those things. We put a lot of ... We 
believed strongly in Home Fellowships. We found that it's very difficult for 
[inaudible] pastor, or maybe two elders, to visit in every home and shepherd 
and meet the needs of ev1ery person. I mean, we have on average, about 160 
regular visitors on Sunday - trying to touch down with them. So we've found 
the way to effectively pastor and be accountable to the people that God has 
sent us, is through Home Fellowships - encouraging them to join. So I would 
say, that's been a marked step forward. 

(685) 
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The Invisible Church, excuse me, we had what we called, Bible Study Groups 
which were more centrally located. Whereas, now, it's been devolutionized, if 
that's the right word, into homes where you have ... 

(692) 

I mean we have now 40 home groups. Our congregation is between 550 and 
600. And so, I thinlk we can account for between 70 to 80 per cent of the 
people who attend our church, are accounted for in a home group. There the 
ministries are encouraged to develop friendships. At least they ... they can say 
they know between eight or 30/40 people that they are acquainted with. It 
helps us stay on line when people get sick. So that we can either visit them or, 
you know. We try to do things like water baptism through the Home Groups. 
Um,ja. 

(708) 

GT: Missions [inaudible]? 

DL: There was a time that we weren't ... we saw our missions just being on the 
streets, Okay, and leading people to Christ. But through the years, as we've 
grown, we've kind of realized that there's, although we did try to plant 
churches in Cape Town, P.E., various places, as the Invisible Church, we 
weren't - and Salisbury - we just took people who were keen to go and we sent 
them. None of them was specifically equipped, trained, told what to do. They 
were just sent: "Okay If you want to go to P.E., take a group of people who 
want to go, and go. Go start a Church." Well, that all fell down. I think that 
ours was the only one that really started that survived. 

(726) 

I don't know why but it did. All the others - the Cape Town ones, the P.E. 
ones, the Salisbury ◄i)nes, the ... where ever ... they all closed down ... 

(731) 

END OF SIDE A 

SIDEB 

(012) 

DL: ... um. So as time has gone by, we ... we have, um ... And also, I think, 
through, through Dudley Daniel's ministry, it's Daniel, by the way, no "s", we 
had, we had become:, before him, we had started thinking about missions, but 
we kind of didn't kn.ow how to go about it. And we'd had a few little odd Jittle 
trips to Lesotho, and here, there, and so on. And then Dudley started bringing 
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the vision for the nations - Jerusalem, Judea, Sumeria and the outer ends of the 
earth. Now, people have said to us : "Why do you see the nations as out of 
South Africa?" Because there's this thing in South Africa, if you're in the 
church and you leave, you're accused of joining the chicken-run. Now, I think, 
this is my own assumption, I'm not saying Dudley or anyone else has said this, 
I say this: 

(023) 

People have ... I thinik people have a problem when they look at the body of 
Christ, because we see the body of Christ at Victory Faith Centre as the body 
and we know we are a body, but we're part of the body of Christ. I mean, the 
body of Christ in Pinetown includes my friends and when I mean friends, I 
mean that. I am Chairman of the Pinetown Minister's Fraternal that is 
involved in Catholic, Presbyterian, Methodist, Anglican, Full gospel, AGS -
all those Churches, amd we see ourselves as much a part of the church in 
Pinetown reaching the city, including them. It's an inclusive, not exclusive 
thing. And therefore, if the body is called to go to the nations, we feel, for 
ourselves, that if God has given us a mandate to reach South East Asia and 
various places like that, then that's what He's called us to do. He's called 
others to go to Soweto or KwaMashu, which he may call us to, and that's 
where we will go. But it's not just a local thing, you know. 

(036) 

People have said: 11But, but there's so much to do in South Africa." Of course 
there is. But I don't !know if you are aware of how many churches there are in 
South Africa - and many of them are not doing much. And we feel that God 
has called us to the nations and He's opened doors to the nations. We've 
currently, "We'1 being under the ministry of New Covenant Ministries, 
planted a Church in Australia, which moved from 60 to 1000 in three years 
and the United Nations declared Australia a Godless country, don't know if 
you know that - a heathen country. 

(043) 

We've planted a church in Singapore, one in Hong Kong, one in Tai-wan, .one 
in India. We're looking in this year of '94, to plant into Los Angeles. People 
would think strange to go into America, but although there seems to be a lot 
of Christians in America, there ... there's a lot of really debauchery things go 
on there, and Amerka needs a new injection, anyway - and they've got the 
money to stake going into Asia and all those places. We've been called to 
plant into the UK, inlto ... We're busy looking very seriously, at South ... er, 
Eastern Europe, the Eastern Bloc countries, where we've had teams going in 
there from Durban, primarily, who have struck up some really strong 
friendships with chw·ches there. Because the churches were quite active, but 
underground. And now that they have come up, they lack teaching. They 
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Jack maturity, you k11ow, and we've been able us to do a lot of things. So 
things look very, very exciting. 

(057) 

Now, we recognize that as a locally based church, not everybody will go. I 
mean some, finance, we've been able to ... We, we've tried to put away 20% of 
our income into missions, so we see missions as a very focal point of what we 
believe in. And have done sort of local missions to various countries around 
us - Mozambique, Swaziland. We're looking at one to Malawi soon. They're 
have, now ... Do yo-u want to ask the question or shall I go [inaudible] being 
racialistic or [inauditble]. 

(065) 

GT: [inaudible] That's fine. 

DL: Okay. Because of the geography and the kind of make up to our church, I 
suppose we would see ourselves falling in to, what many of the churches see 
themselves as, middle-class white caucasian-type churches. We've wrestled 
through aU of that. I mean, we really try to become multiracial in the sense 
that we met up with a guy, we put him through Bible School in 
Pietermaritzburg, at Hilton, and we supported him for three years, him and his 
family. We tried to launch him into a place called Emolweni, which is up 
Hillcrest/Crestholme way, and we really tried to work. But we found that the 
differences in our culture - he wasn't a very well educated man, that we ended 
up trying to do everything - the white guys ended up ... When the big floods 
came we poured money in; clothes; and built houses that were washed away. 
It all became wood, hay and stubble, nothing really happened, you know. 

(076) 

GT: Sorry, when was that about? 

DL : Well, when were the floods? 1986 or thereabouts you know. But during that 
period. And we just struggled with this guy - a lovely man. He's going now. 
But everything that we tried to work with him, just never worked. And just as, 
you know, Jesus accused his disciples, when he was on his way to Jerusalem 
to face the crucifixi,on, as they were going through Sumeria and they, they 
spoke the Samaritans, I think its Luke 9, and they asked them for food or drink 
or something, 

(084) 

the Samaritans chased them and some of the disciples said to Jesus: Lord, 
shall we pour fire down on their heads? And Jesus said to them: You do not 
what spirit you are. And one of the things I've learnt through eighteen years of 
Christianity, of which almost all of them have been in leadership, is that 
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people need to emeirge with the same ethos and spirit that you have, otherwise 
you are pulling in different directions. And I think with Earnest [inaudible], 
be ... his concept of church, his understanding of church and ours was so 
different, that we just couldn't, we couldn't work it out, you know. But what 
God has done, I me;an, like I said, we've always been open to being a 
multiracial church. Geographically, we are not in a very good place because 
it's difficult for people to get to us. And because of the past government 
policies, people are all shoved right on the outskirts and for them to get into 
town, they're very dependent on transport. 

(096) 

There was a time in the past where we used to run a bus every Sunday to 
Marianridge, because we had some coloured folk who were members of our 
church. We, we trie:d to reach out to that community and we were bringing in 
like 50 little childrein to our Sunday School and a lot of the adults started 
coming to our morning Service. And it was fine. And then we discovered that 
eventually the adult:s were just coming for a free ride to go and shop at 
Checkers, 

(101) 

and then they would catch the bus back to Marianridge. And that very few of 
them were serious in building relationships and getting involved so that 
eventually petered out. But we've prayed for years. Everything we've tried to 
make happen cross-i~ulturally, never happened. Because we just felt, we, we're 
a white church, we're a charismatic Church, we're not very strong on the social 
[inaudible] , you know. Where our strengths seem to lie more in the prayer, 
and the fasting, and the healing the sick and the charismatic gifts and things. 
Whereas the mainline churches have very strong social action and we've felt 
very called by that [iinaudible], you know. I mean, God has very clearly told 
us to get call ... involved in feeding the poor and that kind of thing. 

(110) 

And we also work v,ery closely with the other churches in Pinetown, a part of 
the Fraternal, where we work together and have done some incredible things 
together. I mean, pe:ople say that charismatic and mainline churches can't 
work together. I say phooey to that. I mean, I've been the chairman, which is 
a miracle in itself why as a charismatic guy I was asked to be chairman of 
that Fraternal, and I count that the ministers there are very close friends of 
mine and we've been able to develop a very good relationship where we can 
ask hard questions of one other. We go away once a year and spend time 
together. 

(I 17) 
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And there's a tremendous sense of trust that has grown through there. And 
we've learnt from them a lot about the social action thing. I don't know if 
they've learnt the olher from us. But we were desirous of learning. And so, 
we have ... we had a ... we had a guy that came full time, that was involved in 
social action. But there again, we found wherever we were going trying to 
make something happen, it never happened. But where we then just prayed 
and said: God, You know in our heart we are open - send us people. He's been 

sending us. 

(124) 

We don't have a lot of black folk in our church, but they are really quality. 
And they fit in with us. They ... they all ... some of them are probably better 
educated in the English language than what we are. And amazingly, they 
come from Africa. We've got a Nigerian; we've got a Ugandan; we had a 
couple of guys from Malawi; we've got local folk as well. But they seem to be 
more or less the same as we are. They converse well and are satisfied in the 
English medium. P1.n.d so, we've realized that the best way to plant out is not 
take somebody and train him, but let somebody emerge and that probably the 
best way for us to do cross-cultural ministry is for us to raise up leaders ... 

[Intenuption for tea1) 

(139) 

And so, we've found that um ... or, our desire is to raise up people, I mean, we 
believe that we are going ... no, no ... we are going to have black elders on our 
eldership or Indian ,elders, we are very open to that. 

(142) 

We are excited about all that. And probably seeing certain guys who are 
relating to us as emi~rging and, or rather, supporting lhem, and then going to 
do the ministry. B1::cause it's very difficult when you are white to go into a 
black area Maybe in years to come it might be easier, but so many white 
guys, churches, have gone into black areas, maybe just to window dress - it's 
just a suggestion - because I know a lot of black people have been hurt by 
white churches. I don't know the reason - I'm just asking. [inaudible] may be 
a possible reason, where just seen to be doing things. 

(151) 

And we've discovered, in trying to work with black people, that our cultures 
are very different. There are a lot of things that we don't understand about 
each other and we have a lot to learn from one another. But our desire is not 
to go in there, because traditionally the whites know all lhe answers, you 
know. They'll go in; and they'll fix it; and they'll make it happen. And 
obviously, because you've got lhe money, the guys will stand back and let you 
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do your thing. But nothing has ever really emerged out of that that's been of 
substance. And so, we :see that God would rather raise up within our midst, 
somebody who has the 1ethos that we have and - that we would go out and that 
we would facilitate wha.t we could. And if there was a way that we could train 
them, and help them and support them. But not in the traditional role of 

(158) 

that the whites know it a.ll and the blacks don't. And we hope that way it will 
work. You know, in other words, that we would have, we could plant a black 
pastor from our Church,. an elder from our Church, would plant into 
K waMashu, or into Umlazi, or into Clemont, or wherever it might be. And we 
would support him until he became self-supporting and that he would be a 
plant-out. We wouldn't run him, we wouldn't rule him. He would then raise up 
elders like we did and biecome an elder-run church. And that kind of thing. 
And where that has happened it has worked very, very successfully. 

(167) 

GT: That's very helpful. Dave, just ... could you describe some of the other 
ministries that you have'? I know there's quite a ... there's a youth call here. 
How's that developed? 

DL: Ja. We ... we .. , When we first started, we got involved in youth because a 
church is supposed to ha.ve a youth ministry, and you're supposed to have a 
ladies ministry, and you're supposed to have Bible studies - and these were all 
things we got into. We've burnt a lot of young people out as youth leaders, 
because we just took people, we thought were the right people and said: We 
want you to run the youth ministry. We've since learnt, through that, sadly, 
where people have been burnt, some of them have been burnt right out of the 
ministry. 

(177) 

Because we were so full of zeal and lacking in wisdom that we made a lot of 
mistakes. Maybe some mistakes. Not a lot of mistakes, maybe some 
mistakes. And what we .have learnt, Glen, is that there's no point in starting 
something because there''s a need, unless God has provided a leader. Because 
when God provides a leader, He provides the anointing. You see, it1s not 
academic ability that malkes you a leader, it's in the Church of Jesus Christ, 
anyway. It's the anointing of God on you life. 

(184) 

You can be a looker like Ray McCauley. Calls himself a standard eight body 
builder. And he's got one: of the biggest churches in the country- growing, 
flourishing, doing incredible things throughout the nation, you know. And I 
mean, he still has to chec:k on his wife in the front row whether he's 
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pronouncing words right. So, I mean, you know, God can do anything. Now, 
in the same way, I'm not saying pooh-pooh to .. . to the intellect or anything, all 
I'm saying is what we've learnt is, that obviously if you have a man who's been 
trained, equipped and learned, and God anoints him, you've got an incredible 
person. But that's not what we look for. We look for people who've got the 
right heart attitude, who :are humble, who, you know, are just totally dependent 
on God, who realise that His strength is their strength and not their strength. 

(196) 

So, our youth kind ofbwnbled along and never really achieved ... And then 
one day, a chap by the name of Lance MacIntosh came to us. His father was a 
Baptist minister, and he just emerged as a young man with an anointing on bis 
life for leading youth and! then our youth bas developed. It has fluctuated in 
numbers, but the quality 1of young people that have emerged through the years 
have been staggering. You know, often-people are going for the youth when 
they are young and then they grow up and they become adolescents and adults, 
and then you never hear from them again. But there's been some amazing 
young people that have emerged through that Youth who are going who are 
now being appointed leadters in our church and are ... we are looking at them · · 
for the future. So yes, that has happened. 

(207) 

And then we went the sanne round with the ladies meetings, you know, until 
they nearly killed the past.or's wife. Because it was traditional that the pastor's 
wife models, we saw an)"1.vay, American models, she had run a ladies ministry 
and we often wondered why she couldn't just be a wife like everybody else's 
wife - why she bad to be able to play the piano, sing, and do this, and do that. 
And then, ... so we dropped that ministry until somebody emerged with an 
anointing again to run that 

(2 17) 

We've always seen home ifellowships, we called them cell groups at one stage -
I suppose they are six of one and half dozen of the other - we've seen that as 
very important because, like I said earlier, 

(217) 

it meets the needs of most of the people. It's an area where people can emerge 
into leadership and you can see that. We have a very high percentage of 
single people in our churclb. That's been a problem for me personally. I know 
that we ... some of the ... one of our other elders has certainly ... we've held 
seminars and had times together to try to meet the needs of single people. But 
we also have a lot of marriied people in our church and there is a tendency in 
the church to go more for married couples than the single people and we've 
had to look at that. Because with, just the way the world has gone many of 
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those single people are single parents. People whose marriages have been 
avaged by divorce. How to meet the needs of those people? So we're 
working through that particular area. 

(229) 

Myself - I felt that God called me to concentrate on marriage and ministry, 
primarily, to be married[ couples. I have found it very difficult, including my 
own life, to change from the way I used to do things and to conform to the 
Word of God. Because the old habits - there's a lot more pain in trying to 
rectify a sick marriage and then both husband and wife have to be willing to 
work at it. It can be done. God, by His grace has done it in our marriage, and 
we've been married for 22 years now. 

(241) 

But, what I felt the Lord. say to me one day when I was crying out to Him 
because of the state of marriages, He said that I should start at the beginning. 
And I didn't quite understand that. And He said: Before they get married, 
prepare them and equip ,and teach them my principles and so on. So that's 
what I do. Any couple who wants to get married in this church needs to go ... 
undergo a minimum of al three-month counselling course, pre-marital 
counselling course. Andl I had to learn and grow and how to adapt that 
through the years. 

(246) 

I still feel inadequate tha1 I don't cover it a lot. A colleague once said to me: 
1bree months is not long enough, you need six months because marriage is so 
long, you know. Maybe, but ... So I've married something like 70 couples 
over the years in my involvement in the ministry. And I would say that over 
the last five years, as I've been preparing people for marriage, I've kind of 
learnt more about it. Got. feedback where we've failed; where we were 
inadequate in what we'd prepared them for. And also learning just how 
ill-equipped adults, young adults are for life. That they know very little about 
contraception - the women; that they ... the men don't know their roles, even 
though they have been promiscuous, they know very little about sexuality; 
they know little about relationships and communication and things, which are 
all things that I hone in OJJ. Being vulnerable - learning to be vulnerable in a 
relationship. 

(261) 

So, that's been a very maj,or part of my ministry in the area of marriage and so 
on. And it's been wonderful to see the fruit of that ministry. Because most of 
those couples have joined this church as young single; maybe have come out 
of the youth or whatever; have met somebody either in this church or outside 
of this church; have gone through counselling; got married in this church; have 

j 



been raised into leadership, home group leadership and things ... It's been 
incredible to see the fruit of that. And it's just spurred me on to realise that 
that's really is they way to go. That people need to be prepared and equipped. 

(269) 

We have very strong music ministry in our church. That has a lot to do with 
Fini de Gersigny who was an elder here. He was ... he had very much ministry 
of psalm reading and currently we have four or five very well- equipped 
worship teams that alternate on Sundays. 

(273) 

We have, besides the ladies group, we have the Moms and Tots Group because 
we are a young church, couples getting married, having babies, finding that 
they were struggling. They then started a ministry where women who had 
babies were taking in new moms and helping them. And so now we have the 
situation where a la.dy in this church has a baby, for the first ten days when she 
gets home, she doesn't have to cook a meal, 'cause all the other moms drop 
around meals for them - one main meal every day for them. So they can 
concentrate on just settling in with their new baby. So it's a wonderful 
ministry that's, that's evolved in the church. 

(284) 

We have a social action team called ... Well, we have a ministry called Go 
Mad - Go and Make A Difference - where we've got a thriving prison's 
ministry. God sent some people to our church from the mainline church and 
we ordained the lady as our prison's chaplain, because the authorities required 
that. And so she goes into the churches and into the prisons and does ministry 
and we support that financially so that she can buy things for the prisoners. 

(293) 

We have the Moms and Tots, Home Groups. Go Make A Difference are 
involved in various things: hospital outreaches, whatever - whatever they feel 
calling God to do, you know. We are involved with other churches at a place 
of safety in Pinetown, Excelsior, a place of safety, where we ... every couple of 
months we go and take the church service there for a month, where we 
minister to the children there. We're involved in outreach ... We plan a couple 
of major outreaches every year, although we try and encourage outreaching as 
a way of life - a lifestyle - rather than just a big programme organized at a 
specific time. 

(304) 

Ministering to schools via the youth. More and more doors are opening. 
There's a ... there's a private school in Hillcrest that's just been opened, the 
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doors have been opened up. They've been offered RE to go there and teach 
whatever they like in that school. 

(310) 

So that's wonderful because obviously it shows that they respect the people in 
the church and are willing to trust them and what they are going to teach. I'm 
involved in the Ministers Fraternal, as I've mentioned, which has been a 
miracle. 

GT: How long has this Ministers' Fraternal been going? 

(315) 

DL: Well, it's been going for, I don't know, for quite a while but I've been involved 
in it since about, I guess, 1987 they asked me to assist. It's amazing - it's a 
story on it's own. Durban: We have a large community in Durban, that's 
quite amazing. They trav ... they come out here every Sunday, backwards and 
forwards to Victory Faith Centre and they're very involved in street children, a 
ministry which they just developed on their own and the running of it. 

GT: Did that come out of a cell - home cell situation or was it some individual that 
started it? 

(325) 

DL: I think some individuals started to develop it and then some of the home cells 
adopted it. They do bring them here, they ... Sunday night which we felt was 
wrong because a lot of the young, because they, the Durban people, come on a 
Sunday night, primarily, they bring these young kids on a Sunday and 

(331) 

many of them don't understand the ministry that goes on, on a Sunday night. 
So they are part of1the Service - they're in the Service, but they don't ... We 
felt, as a suggestiom, that they should rather bring them in the morning so they 
can become part of the Junior Church and maybe be developed. But anyway, 
that hasn't really materialised that far. We've got a strong youth ministry. 
We've got an outreach ministry where the guys reach out music-wise. 

(335) 

GT: You mentioned prayer. Maybe you could just develop that side a bit more? I 
understand the praying church you give a lot of emphasis to that. 

(339) 
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DL: We do. I don't think we: get the kind of attendance we would like, but prayer is 
hard work and a lot of people, maybe, feel daunted by that. But we're running 
it tonight at 5:30, where we have a prayer meeting - it runs for an hour. We 
encourage prayer as often as possible. In the middle of next month we are 
having a half night of prayer. Before the elections we spent a week fasting and 
praying for the elections and so on. We supported the big Peace Rally at 
Kings Park. An hour before every service on a Sunday, from 8 to 9. we pray -
people who come to the church pray. 

(349) 

Morning service and in the evening we have a - from 6 to 7 - we another 
prayer meeting and we have seen the real value of that as to what happens 
during the services. We:'ve also developed within our church, we have a 
counselling ministry, obviously, where we are ministering to sexually 
molested people ... sexually, well, abused people - let's put it that way; 
homosexuals; people who have been on substance abuse; deliverance; various 
things like that. Those are all other areas of ministry that we are involved in 
and have people that have been raised up ... 

(360) 

We believe a lot in training, Glen. We have a very strong ... Glenridge has an 
incredible strong emphasis on training, probably because of Chris. But we 
certainly believe in training people and we try to follow the thing. You don't 
do something that somebody else can do. You only do what you can do, you 
know. We're not there yet, but we're looking at that. So we train people ... 
what ... what we would call ministry-teams - people that have been trained 
and equipped to pray fo:r the needs of people. So at the end of our service, 
we'll call people up who are sick, or who are depressed, or have a need, be it a 
work need, a physical need, or whatever it might be. And these people have 
been trained and equipped how to inaudible by God and pray for people and 

(372) 

sometimes speak very accurate words over their lives not knowing anything 
about those people. So that's been quite an amazing ministry and, of course, 
it's open to people, so people can get involved in those kinds of things. We're 
also, everybody in the church is invited out to go and minister out somewhere. 
We try to go team but "'rill take some people with them, that will help them 
minister, and so on. Prayer-wise, ja, I think I 've told you. We encourage 
prayer in home groups. Where there are opportunities to pray, we do pray, 
you know. We see that as the power house of the church and so that unless we 
pray, things don't happen. And we have actually said to our Leaders that we 
expect people ... 

(383) 
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And we have something like about 120 Leaders, people in various leadership 
portfolios:- including assistant home group leaders and so on; Moms and Tots 
groups; ladies; Bible studies and that sort of thing; Junior Church - Timothy 
Group, where the Timothy Group ... where it's kind of young people belowthe 
youth age - Youth starts at about Std 5 to matric. Then we have the 
post-matrics who don't :fit into youth and still don't see themselves fitting into 
home groups yet because the people there are older or married or 
what-have-you. So we have a very vibrant group of people that meet there. 

(392) 

I'm rambling now- as thoughts are coming to me, alright? We have ... we run 
sewing classes. We've bought a piece ofland. That was a miracle that God, 
you know, just the amount of money that in our church. If you could see the 
make-up of our church and see the amount of money that the make-up of this 
church [inaudible], you. v.ill know what a miracle it is. But we have learnt 
long ago: just sew, sew,. sew, sew. And so it's been incredible how God has 
paid ... brought back to 'US what we have sewed out, you know. And we have 
13 acres of land which we're going to start, hopefully in July, building - a new 
church, a training centre: because we see that we are called to the nations. 

(403) 

We are looking to, urn, to have a facility where we can raise and train people. 
And also, we were told some years ago that Pinetown South, which is where 
we're situated, is going ~o grow by half a million people in, up to eight years 
time. So, but we, we arc building ... equipping ourselves to prepare people to 
go to the nations and so on and maybe come back from the nations. And 
people will come and train us and ... 

(410) 

Oh, so what we've got 010 our house now, on our land, is, we give sewing 
lessons. We've got ladie:s there, that are ladies in our Fellowship, who are 
teaching particularly black ladies who are unemployed and so on, 

(415) 

how to sew, so that they can go and sew and make a living for themselves. 
Where ... That's another cross-cultural thing that we're involved in. 

GT: May I just ask, um, one :aspect currently under debate at university - the role of 
the woman - and can you just explain how, - you mentioned the leadership, 
how in the eldership situation where you bring the wife in into the situation -
is this something that's common to the rest of the church as well? Is there ... 

DL: Common to our local church or the church per se? 
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GT: Let's work on the local church and then [inaudible] 

(423) 

DL: Yes, we're very much see husband and wife as a team, okay. We believe that 
God called them as a team. You know, that fact in the Bible - In the beginning 
in Genesis, where it says that for this cause a man will leave his mother and 
his father and he will join himself to his wife and two will become one flesh. 
So we definitely see that as a team. Not all wives see themselves as part of the 
team, but hopefully, ev,entually it grows on them and they realise that. That we 
call as team of ministeirs, a team. We're not afraid to have ladies preach from 
our pulpit. We've done ... we've had that before. There are churches that 
promote, 

(434) 

charismatic [inaudible] churches too, that promote or New Testament 
churches, that have promoted lady elders and so on. We don't quite see that as 
a biblical pattern. It doesn't ... We try very much to stick to that without being 
legalistic, whatever legalistic means, okay. And we're certainly open. We 
don't ... we're not threatt:ned by women preaching. We believe that God has 
called women to preach and to teach, and that sort of thing. Because there ... 
in a church that is run by elders and if the women are single, they're still under 
the authority of the elde:rs in the church. They're not just people banging their 
own little private drums somewhere trying to do what they want to do. So, 
you know, if they've got the anointing and they've got the ... if God is raising 
them up then, we go for it. 

(448) 

I mean, we've got women who're leading home groups that are ... I was ... 
Years ago I was ... started ... caused a bit of a stir when I promoted two of my 
young women to ... I ha,d a home group which I divided and I was the first one 
to put in a hundred leaders who were women. That created a bit of a stir, 
probably because of our culture, you know, where the men are the leaders and 
not the women, you know. And they did very well. They felt terribly 
intimidated because it was very against the grain of our culture. But we've got 
... We've even got lady c:ommunity leaders in our church, who head up 
communities, mostly of single people. 

(458) 

But there are married couples in their churches, in their home fellowship, 
young married people. So, ja, I think if you looked at our leadership list, there 
are many of them , many of the leaders in our church are women. 

(462) 
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GT: Right, that answers that question. I think, just to wrap up, I have one question 
that just deals with - you've spoken about it. This was the theology of the 
Charismatic Movement that pertains to Victory Faith Centre. You've 
mentioned New Testament church; you've mentioned apostolic vision or 
focus. Could you just ,expand on that. And then, maybe, just what you think 
of the central core of a Charismatic Theology. 

(471) 

DL: It varies. I mean, there ... You see, the thing - charismatic churches ... is a 
very difficult. I mean, I've been called Pentecostal. Now, I don't know what 
Pentecostal means. I've been once or twice to a church that was called a 
Pentecostal Church and we're certainly not like them if they mean in their 
presentation, we don't .shout when we pray to God, like some of them do, 
things like that. But if charismatic means believing in the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit, okay - the Baptist Church believes in believers' baptism whereas we do 
so. I don't know if we ,:an be classified that as a charismatic thing. Believing 
in the gifts of the Holy spirit - the gifts of healing and the fact that, um, some 
are given to be apostles, 

(487) 

prophets, teachers, pastors, evangelists, and that sort of thing, um. And what 
the Book of Acts portrays, because we don't believe that the canon of the Book 
of Acts was just for that period of time. We can't see enough proof to believe 
that. We believe that ... that it's ongoing because it seems in other places in 
scripture, besides the Book of Acts, the gifts were still spoken about and still 
practised. 

(496) 

So, I think we would c:lassify ourselves now, you know ... I mean, if 
somebody said to me, because people want handles and labels, you know. If 
somebody said to me: ''What denomination are you?'' ... If you go to a 
hospital, they say ''What denomination are you?" And I say: "Well ... " 
Because we are not a denominational. We don't have a central headquarters 
that we report to. In my understanding that's what a denominational church 
does, or is, okay. Then I would say: "Well, I am a Christian." And, so ... it's 
always been difficult how to explain that, you know, to people. So I struggle a 
bit with those handles. But I would say that for us, in the charismatic senses, 
that we believe in the charismatic gifts, if that's the right word to use that the 
Book of Acts teaches, and that we try to be a New Testament type Church that 
the Book of Acts portrays, as I've mentioned - plurality or eldership run, not 
democratically elected by a congregation. We don't have a board that teaches 
the pastor or tells the Jpastor what to do, or ... We don't believe that Scripture. 

(515) 
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We believe the Bible-model was: that there were elders who ran the church; 
and that they recognized in God whose Godfs hand was on, whose anointing 
was on, and raised those people up into various areas of ministry; that people 
weren1t elected by votes, although the Bible does speak of the drawing of lots 
and things, but it doesn't say that they drew those lots to make them elders. 
They drew lots to s1::nd Paul and Barnabas off on a missionary journey and 
who should go with them and they laid hands on them. 

(526) 

So, I would say that ... that there is definitely a difference in some of the 
churches, because there are churches that call themselves charismatic churches 
that have a pastor, they call the pastors the husband and the wife. They are 
mentioned, like my wife's name is Pam, they would say: pastors of Victory 
Faith Centre, Dave and Pam Lipawsky. Okay. And that's how they see them. 
And they rule the church. They may have elders, some of them have elders, 
but the pastor rules 1the church. Some of them don't have elders. They may 
just have deacons or workers. And so that's their model but they're classified 
as charismatic as well, because they believe in all those gifts. 

(539) 

So that's why I woulld like to bring in the distinction of, of ... New Testament 
pattern because that's where Paul emerged. That's where Peter emerged, and 
John, and James - all those men who had apostolic calling on their lives. And 
if you look up the definition of apostle - it's someone who's able to bring order 
to a church; 

(547) 

bring correct biblical foundations and structure into a church; can see where 
the loopholes are; and advise how to - and that the apostles were the ones who 
raised the elders, I mean that's what Paul did. He planted a church and then 
through a period oftime, he raised up godly men as elders and overseers of the 
church, laid hands o:n them, ordained them and then he moved on. And he 
repeated the process. And so that's what we see - that's what we believe. 

(555) 

It's the process. So we believe that we ... if we see somebody as an elder ... At 
this present moment, we are relating to Dudley Daniel as an Apostle. But 
there are other apostles emerging as there was with Paul and Barnabas and 
maybe, Titus - those guys might have been apostles as well. And so, 
eventually there will be groups of apostolic teams relating to a man whom we 
accept God's anointing as an Apostle, okay. As the office of an apostle. 

(565) 
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So, normal I y, at this stage, there is just the one with a team of men with other 
giftings and he will come and lay hands and ordain people into the ministry as 
elders. I see that as a difference in how we operate compared to other, maybe, 
churches that call thems.elves charismatic, you know, or Word-believing 
churches or whatever they may call themselves. I mean, we all believe in the 
Word. Some just have a different emphasis and of course, have a different 
vision and a mission. 

(578) 

GT: Have you seen any significant changes in teaching, like you mentioned 
[inaudible] in emphasis,, have there been any other strong emphases, sort of 
over the years [inaudibl,e] • ten years? 

DL: I've noticed many of the Faith Churches who've been sincere in following 
God, have definitely changed through the years and realized there was more 
in the teaching of the B iible than just faith as ... faith as a doctrine but that faith 
is a doctrine goes ... permeates right through the Bible, because without faith 
it's impossible to please God. And that many of them have, have ... 

(592) 

Somebody once said that we were a pioneering church. Now I say that with 
great humility, 'cause we've bashed through the bushes and things, but it's 
amazing we've recognized things that God taught us years ago that other 
churches are just starting to come into now. And so, yes, there have been. 
Things like relationships. Like the value of home groups. Some of them, and 
also, the ... the ... The dissipating of the superstar image. 

(603) 

Look some churches still operate that way. That's how they operate. You 
know, I don't ... I'm not criticising that at all, but we ... You know, there's a 
problem with some of those churches. Because if the church is built around 
one person, and it's very difficult, because if a guy fathers a church, he's the 
father of that church. Like Rob Rufus was the father of this church, 

(611) 

and when God moved him onto Australia and Sean Dooley emerged and 
Sean wasn't even one of us - he came from another church which was totally 
against what we saw our ethos to be at that time. But still, God's hand was on 
it because it all worked incredibly well. 

(615) 

When that person's not there, often .. . I mean, I know a guy who is the pastor 
of a very large Church, that even when he goes on ... well, it's changed a little 
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now, but there was a time even when he went on leave, he had to be in a place 
where he could shoot back on Sundays to preach while he was on leave. 
Because the whole thing was kind of built around the "one-man" image. Now, 
that's fine, that's how they operate. 

(628) 

But we believe that what would happen .... We've had to ask ourselves that 
question - what would happen if, in the new South Africa, Dave, Geny, Lance 
and Sean were arrested and imprisoned, what would happen to our church? 
Would it just stutter and die or would it have to go ... would it go underground 
[inaudible] We've had to ask that question and we've worked towards that. So 
we really believe in our hearts ... I mean, obviously, time will tell if that would 
really happen but we believe that our church wouldn't fall apart because we've 
tried to spread that. V../e've recognized ministries raised those guys up to 
preach from the pulpit and do various things instead of being the superstar 
mentality. 

(643) 

And we believe very much that God is raising a new breed of people, yowig at 
heart people, not necessarily young, but young certainly, urn ... That's part of 
what we believe and that we need to remain very flexible, very transient, 
almost ready to move:; that we've become tent-dwellers and not castle dwellers 
as it were, so that we ireally sold out to God in every way. That we would be 
willing to walk away from what we have if God called us and go where ever 
he sends us. 

GT: [inaudible] are there any other comments you'd like to make generally, or 
[inaudible]. 

(652) 

DL: [inaudible] there might be something I might remember later, but I don't know, 
unless there's a specific question or something [inaudible]. 

(657) 

[Tape switched off arid then restarted] 

DL: There are two other ministries that I forgot to mention to you. One was called, 
we call it: Care and Ministry Teams, where I have ... I run it during a school 
semester, so every semester I change the people. But I have about six teams 
of three. That's been about the on- going number and because I said to you 
earlier, we have abou1t 160 visitors a week that classify themselves as regular 
visitors, we have what we call, 

(670) 
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a shepherding List, that we circulate during our service and it's a place, it's ... 
it's been, um, sort of put in areas: like Durban area, Hillcrest, K.Joof, Pinetown, 
New Germany, Queensburgh, Umbilo, that sort of ... And people who visit our 
church, we ask them to fill their name and telephone number and address, and 
that. And if they're first time visitors, there's a place to tick. If they are sort of 
10 to 17, then they'll t:ick; if they're 18 to 30, they'll tick; 31 plus, they'll tick. 
And we try to follow those people up - specially the first time visitors. 
Sometimes, most times, they're just having a look in. And so, these teams that 
I've got, I train them and send them out every Tuesday night and they go and 
visit homes. We've had many people join our church as a result of that. 
People who've been prayed for, ministered in their homes, encouraged. It's 
been a very exciting ministry. 

(688) 

So there again, we've got more opportunities for people to go out and minister 
and exercise their gifts. And then we also, Shaun Dooley also at this time, 
runs the course called, School of Life and Doctrine. And we're looking at, in 
the future, running more training courses to prepare people to go for the 
nations if they want t,o. Currently, New Covenant Ministries, that's the 
relating churches to that team, are running a Church Planters Course and there 
are two, er a married couple and a single guy from our Church that we've 
released to go on there. 

(703) 

We're paying there while they are there and then they are going off to plant 
churches. One is immigrating to Australia - the couple - and the other guy, 
he's going where ever. There are, I trunk, ten people on the course and they've 
been trained for six months. But they're going to ... There's a ... The apostolic 
team in South Africa - there are one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight 
men currently, Chris Wienand being one of them, and the guys are going to 
spend up to three/four weeks with each one of them and have their impartation 
put into there, which is very exciting. [inaudible] they have found tremendous 
benefit and being prepared to go to the nations equipped, not like the ways we 
used to do it in the Invisible Church - just said: Brother, if you want to go, go. 
And the guys got wijped out, you know. But now they are going fully 
equipped and ready. 

(725) 

END OF INTERVIEW 
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