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churches because we had contact with ....... it was if a lot of what happened in 
the charismatic flow, actually initiated amongst young people, 

GT: Okay. 

PR: ... so that the youth programmes on a Friday night began to really move and 
um and then began on a Sunday evening it began to duplicate on a Sunday 
nights. Sunday morning was lesser impact [inaudible] At that particular time 
we began to see a lot of young couples joining the church. I got involved in 
full time ministry in the Presbyterian Church without any ministry 
qualifications, which in itself was quite 

(039) 

something new, and it was really quite significant what God did. We built, 
they built on a new extension to the church with a baptismal [inaudible] and 
we began to baptise people on Sunday mornings for [inaudible] and the er, and 
there was, er, the Sunday evenings meeting would be [inaudible] released for 
the move of the Holy Spirit [inaudible] no longer singing up hymn books 
[inaudible]. Many of those characteristics of the Charismatic movement were 
beginning to happen in that church. 

(046) 

They would dance and sang in the Spirit and people were being filled with the 
Holy Spirit - lots of young people. Lots of younger couples got involved at 
that time and many of the churches, some year and a half, maybe two years 
down the road after that, began really got faced with a very tough choice. Do 
we continue on into the inaudible do things, or do we put the lid here? Stop? 
And one of the unfortunate things about the church in Hillcrest, is that they 
decided to stop there, at that particular point. 

(051) 

And it was at that point,that the, er, about six or seven months previously to 
that time, the Hillcrest Christian Fellowship started under [inaudible] ... a very 
small little group. It started at home cell from Durban Christian Centre in the 
area, run by Erick and so they were also pretty new in the Lord, Erick had 
only known the Lord, I think, for about 6 years but had been to Bible College 
and what have you. And they had started at the farm, a small little work, and 
moved into Winston Park Primary School. 

GT: Right. 

(059) 

PR: Quite a small little group of people, some 30/40 people to start off, and when I 
came across from the Presbyterian Church and joined them, I didn't believe in 
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being inbetween churches, so I left the one afternoon the one place, went 
across to another place, in fact, 1 worked for six months in the Presbyterian 
Church thinking that I would still bring about more momentum to the move of 
God but in fact, for six months, it was nothing, we just hit heads, we just 
fought, we just struggled with this thing and we never got anywhere with it, 
and moved across the one man and in fact, continued a full time ministry with 
another church, from one month till the next. So it was quite a miraculous 
thing. And the Hillcrest Christian Fellowship at the time I joined 

(068) 

must have had about some 80, 80 folk meeting at the Winston Park Primary 
School, and it was really, at that time, this was quite significant in Hillcrest in 
that, in that er, and I think much of the charismatic move, charismatic flow 
started with strong leadership, strong men - was built up by strong men and so 
the leadership of the church with Erick and myself, it had a very strong impact 
on Hillcrest in that we quickly got involved in every sphere of the Hillcrest 
community. So it had quite an impact on Hillcrest at the time in that we were 
perceived as a tremendous threat to the [inaudible] churches when we first 

(080) 

arrived, in that, you know we coloured, coloured, we blazed in [inaudible] the 
Charismatic and Pentecostal splendour and we threatened the pants off 
everybody in the local community . In fact, it is a bit of a trend, I think, in 
many other places that the very same thing happened and many of the 
hangers-oners in the Pentecostal movement in some of the mainline churches, 
in fact, because of that, suddenly, whoosh, a charismatic rush came in on the 
scene and some of the local churches that had not fully wanted to go further in 
the case of the mainline churches suddenly there was an influx of those people, 
suddenly linking across into the new thing. So there was energetic growth 
right there at the beginning because all those folk we inherited from all the 
churches that had actually kind of put holes a little bit on [inaudible] this far 
and no further new style and so we inherited a lot of folk through that, and that 
of course, put a lot of tension in the local church set up amongst the other 
churches in the village, mistrust. Hijackings were words often used and at 
times, sheep stealing was bounced around. So there was tremendous tension 
which, I think that once they recognized the permanence of the new churches, 
they, we got'to grips with knowing each other. That certainly has happened in 
the last 10 years. We no longer, not that we are not a threat to them, right, still 
we are in many respects, whenever we get some new stuff, they move out of 
the more mainline churches, they come across to people like us. But we are 
now relating 

(103) 

much more friendship [inaudible]. We are permanent. I think they didn't quite 
see us as permanent We are here today and gone tomorrow. But now there's a 
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permanence to the work and by inaudible a big issue in developing 
permanence in the community and in fact that's happened across the country in 
Charismatic circles. It began by [inaudible] and suddenly they developed 
[inaudible] I'm not sure whether that was a positive thing for the charismatic 
flow from the churches or whether that has turned out to be a negative thing, 
but that can be looked at. 

GT: That's a good point. Can we just ask, you're er, at the Presby Church, about 
when? 

PR: It's now, er, let me see, I was about sixteen. I'm 31. How long ago was that? 

GT: That's 15 years ago 

PR: You can work that out. 

GT: '76f77. Yes, it's quite a lot. Okay. And then Hillcrest was formed? 

PR: Hillcrest Christian Fellowship was formed approximately 11 years ago. What, 
in fact, it was more or less 11, coming up in July, about 11 years ago. 

GT: That's about 1983. That right? 

PR: Yes, approximately 

(123) 

And we had our ten year anniversary last year [inaudible]. We've been around 
for a while. 

GT: Okay, then, you say you had Winston Park Primary School, there ... 

PR: Yes, at the time, the Primary School could hold approximately 250 people it 
was a very intimate hall, we, er, the development pattern of the Church, kind 
of, I think we were there for approximately two years all in all, when we 
began to really squeeze a little bit in that place, but we were also of the 
opinion that we needed a move before we kind of burst the seams at any place, 
so we moved across to Hillcrest High School Hall. 

(131) 

And we actually weren't there very long in the High School Hall, I'd say 
approximately, um, ... But now. I'm talking nonsense. We must have been at 
Winston Park Primary School for more than two years after the initial stage of 
growth because we were at the High School for about two years and we must 
have been at Winston Park for about 4/5 years in the initial stages. So we were 
possibly in the line of about 250/300 after about four years or so. When we 
moved to the High School, we had an immediate spread of growth again. It 
was as ifwe had a er, suddenly there was a bigger hall, we gathered upwards 
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of, er, within a year, a year and a half, more than the High School, we were 
gathering upwards of 6 to 700 people. 

(141) 

So we had doubled, more than doubled in the space of a year and a half. And, 
and it was around that time, some three and a half years ago, now, 3/4 years 
ago, that we, er, that property, this property became available to us. It was, 
there was a fair amount of opposition to us buying property, in the church at 
that time, amongst eldership, and, and ... Not really quite sure whether that 
was really what we were needed to do as a church. But the property was so 
cheap at the time, that it was an absolute gift and our bid on the property at 
that time, was the lowest bid of seven bids on this particular property. And so, 
we said: Look God, if you give it to us, and we know it's from you. 

(155) 

And so we offered something like R2 l O/R220 000 for this property which was 
seventeen and a half acres with one million Rands worth of buildings on it, so 
Tongaat Hulett Group, who owned it at that time, phoned us up and said if we 
increased our bid by R20 000, which was peanuts at that time so we ended up 
by paying R230 000 for this property that had buildings valued at over a 
million Rand on it. We did not move on site immediately, we moved our 
offices position on site and then the youth moved almost immediately across 
into the Youth Hall, which was the first thing we renovated on the site. The 
youth at that time was really experiencing tremendous growth and we were 
sitting with upwards of 400/450 in the group of youth, so we were on site here. 

(169) 

and,er, I think it was some six months to a year later that in fact the church 
[inaudible], that the High School just became too inconvenient with the 
moving things around, having to set up sound every week. You know it's a 
tremendous bind and it's a property really to get on site, it became an urgency, 
so we developed one of the barns, changed the garden seats and in fact, during 
the last 3/4 years being here on site, we have again seen growth of some 
proportions. We have extended the congregation recently, we have extended 
the hall again, but once we got on site here, we definitely grew and got up to a 
steady 800/850 folk and we extended the hall recently and had again run up to 
a pretty steady, close to a thousand and with memberships always making on it 
seems, we certainly also have a certain amount of congregation that would 
seem to be making a biweekly attendance, so we've got some 1400/1500 
people that are actually members of the church. And if they were all to pitch 
up, they couldn't fit in. But somehow they do come from ti.me to time, all of 
them do but that's more or less where it's at right now. 

GT: And in the focus of Hillcrest, by its' name, [inaudible] it's Hillcrest the village 
itself? 
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PR: We've always had a strong local focus right from the outset, in that we believe 
that our call was not necessarily to draw people out of the mainline churches, 
thank goodness, to draw ... meta-charismatic church. 

(187) 

We always wanted to be an outreach oriented church, our mission statement 
which means to know Him and share in Jesus Christ which is a kind of a 
cornerstone of where we began and we adopted that mission statement pretty 
soon, some two years after having started the Fellowship. That became our 
main focus - to reach the lost, to reach the unreached, to er, in fact, our initial 
mission statement was to reach the unreached, to love the unloved, to touch 
the untouched and to teach the untaught which we adapted to know Him and 
share in Jesus Christ. So that's where the church sprang up. We wanted to 
reach the unsaved. We wanted to have an impact on the untouched in the 
Hillcrest area in particular. Right from the outset though, we had a wider 
sphere of influence on Hillcrest in that very quickly after, even after a year, a 
year and a half, we began our sphere of drawing, drawing people 

(201) 

really was as wide as K.loof, Waterfall and Crestholme, it was very quickly. 
And subsequently to that through the years our sphere has increased beyond 
that with 2 or 3 home cells in Pinetown, one in Westville so in ... even beyond 
that over the years. Durban North, even as far as that, folk travelling in from 
Umhlanga on a regular Sunday morning basis, so, you know, as I think the 
church began to grow and multiply numbers, it just began to have a wider 
draw of people beyond our local community. 

(207) 

The name of Hillcrest Christian Fellowship, I think, underlines the fact that we 
wanted to have an outreach and a touch here, in this community. Hillcrest 
now really is, of all the communities up here, Hillcrest was always a focal 
community ofK.loof and Winston Park and Gillets and Waterfall and 
Crestholme. So Hillcrest was always the focal point, it was always the central 
point. So we took upon this name knowing that it had a wider sphere of 
influence than Hillcrest itself. And I would think that there would be no need 
to identify anything beyond that. We have seen no need to change the name 
because we now suddenly see that 80 per cent of our people actually don't 
really live in Hillcrest. 

(215) 

Of maybe a little bit less than that. But we're looking at some 30 per cent of 
our folk all come from Hillcrest and it would be us scattered over a wider area 
of the community so that ... But we have seen no need to change that focus. 
The focus is still rooted in evangelism, rooted in reaching them ... 
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fundamentally, that's what we're about and I think that we have, sometimes 
even to the detriment of establishing the new believers we have been dogmatic 
in preaching the gospel over the years. We have lost countless people to 
teaching Him to this church, who have gone to teaching, to emphasize 
teaching at the expense of evangelism, because we have been so evangelistic 
in our approach. Not that we haven't taught. 

(230) 

We have been, we have almost exclusively emphasized that as a means of 
drawing people to Christ. And a means of growing the church. It has been 
evangelism and as a result of that, I think in the local community, we have 
always wanted to touch as much of the community as possible. When it 
comes to touching the community, strangely enough, we have never had to go 
back to Hillcrest. We have never gone wide, we haven't felt the need to be 
represented on the KloofTown Board or on the Waterfall Town Board even 
though folk in our church have had influence in those areas. Hillcrest has 
always been a focal point. Hillcrest High School has always been the focal 
point for Youth. And so we have, even though we touch beyond this 
community, we have always focused our social influence, or our awareness 
in, or on Hillcrest itself as one single unit or village? So we have strong 
influence in all spheres of community life in Hillcrest. 

(243) 

Most times, over the years, we have developed such a strong influence that we 
have closed down pubs, closed down parties, closed down casinos, initiated 
special programmes, initiated roads in the local valley, got the government 
involved in building new homes [inaudible] ... of the local community over 
here and so on. So we have had a strong, strong influence in this community. 
Of course we have built on that. We have held mayoral Sundays, we have had 
the police chaps, the town clerks, all of the councillors as part of our meetings 
here on Sunday mornings on specific Sundays set aside for that. So, we've had 
very strong local emphasis with a view to influence, and bring the Gospel into 
those kind of lives. 

(254) 

To give you an example: The local High School. We have now for three 
years running, we have paid a local man, a man to be a pastor of the school. 
school, school's spiritual man, who deals with all spiritual issues in the High 
School, who promotes the SCA, who teaches biblical studies, who teaches 
most of the RE classes, who has a strong emphasis on the local High School. 

(262) 

And the churches, in fact, not just us, the churches of Hillcrest pulled together 
and put that man in there to have a strong biblical effect and emphasis in the 
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High School. Even though the High School itself, and the Headmaster 
himself, is not saying, he is so excited about this concept that they're backing it 
I 00 percent. So we have had over the years, a strong influence in that area 
They've called us to help them on various cases of young people that are 
uncontrollable. And the first people they call is the Church 

So that kind of influence, I think, is built over time. Also through the 
permanents recognising that we have a stake here, we are here to help, by 
possibly getting profit in [inaudible]. 

(270) 

GT: In just looking at other aspects at ministry focus, could you just outline the 
church government of the Hillcrest Christian Fellowship? 

(275) 

PR: Yes, well right at the very outset. In fact, let me give you a little bit of history 
again, ... In the beginning of the church, the church was initiated and quickly 
swallowed up by another church in the area. There was another little Baptist 
offshoot in the Western part area, that got, they joined on to the Hillcrest 
Christian Fellowship, became part of the Hillcrest Christian Fellowship and 
there was another home cell leader from the Durban area as well, who had also 
run another thing up here. So the three guys, those three men, Erick T ocknell, 
Errol Hall and Ed Jackson, both three men, in fact, initially headed up the 
church, combined, joined. 

(286) 

They were both, all three quite strong-headed, strong men, and that wasn't 
going to last forever. Everybody knew that, maybe with the exception of 
them. But they established an eldership at the outset, an eldership that was in 
fact, going to head up the church. They recognized Erick's leadership ability 
and ... recognized that leader was. a set man as he was the only man as, in 
full-time ministry even though he was funny himself at the time. 

(293) 

There was, after the first two years, after two years,there was a split in the 
church, where in fact, there were some real hiccoughs in the eldership and 
Erick fired the whole eldership, dlumped the whole lot of them with the 
exception of one guy. Because there was just too much dissension. 

(300) 

Out of that was born some further dissent amongst one of the three guys who 
initiated the church, Errol Hall, took a group of some 30 folk and initiated a 
church in Waterfall. They're still going, Word of Faith ... And, so they 
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initiated another local group there. We still, we still relate [inaudible] ... It 
was a little hard at the beginning, but I think that we all overcame that and we 
really became the base church in the area, in spite of all those hassles in the 
beginning. 

(307) 

For many, many years, because I think of the hang-ups in the beginning, we 
ran the church very autocratically, for many years right up to approximately 
two years ago, when a, er, we began to get, see the advantage of joint 
leadership, of seeing a greater de,gree of, er, involvement of other men. Up to 
that time it was really three of us, myself, and Erick and one elder, that we did 
have, that made decisions regarding the direction of the church [inaudible], of 
the church. We hire and fire, that kind of stuff. 

(317) 

With, er, about two, maybe two and a half years ago, we then appointed a um, 
we were always in the position of having wonderful ... ministry men in our 
church who actually needed to be used [inaudible] ... the ministry elders, 
eldership in some form in the church. We drew them in, and initiated the 
eldership. 

(324) 

I think that possibly for the first year of having that eldership, we were still 
running the old way with our, a new thing added to it, where we weren't 
confiding in our elders at all to run the church. We were still just making the 
decisions and getting the elders to say "Yes, yes we like that" and God has 
really brought us through very recently, just getting the structures in order. It 
was also, around two and a half years ago, that we began to identify deacons 
as a biblical pattern. For deacons in the church, we identified ... Having done 
that, we then began to look at all the structures and only recently really 

(333) 

in the past, possibly in the past six months to a year, have we begun to really 
begin to identify true biblical eldership as we see it in Acts in terms of what 
God wants for this church. And 1 think it's been a very positive thing, a very 
hard thing, too, because I think that all charismatic churches, at least all the 
ones that I know, have, as I said in the beginning, have been initiated by strong 
charismatic men, who, who were, not because it wasn't right, but who were 
just very autocratic men. 

(341) 

They made great decisions. The whole church rode on them. The whole 
church started on them, really, and to drop that and begin to get participation, 
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was actually a very hard thing. It's a real struggle. And we have certainly 
struggled through that possibly over the last year. We've struggled through the 
whole process of having to identify the combined management, the combined 
leadership of [inaudible]. 

(349) 

So it's been a very hard process to go through, but a very necessary one. And I 
think that every charismatic church in the country is going to have to, sooner 
or later, no matter how far down the line they go, sooner or later they are going 
to come face with that problem. All of them are because they have all been 
initiated, somewhere down the line by this strong leadership [inaudible] and 
that was [inaudible] by all these guys, the Ray McCauley's, the Ed Lavers, the 
Fred Roberts of the initial move in the charismatic Churches. They modelled 
it well. And they still model it to a degree. So they had to start shaking this 
stuff off to really get a hold of the new move of God. And we were 
determined to do that, so we, we are not finished yet, but we're in the process 
of shaking off all of that old stuff, and getting on to multiplicity of team, 
multiplicity of leadership really seeing a team concept, rather than a 

[inaudible]. 

(364) 

GT: You mentioned earlier, house groups, home groups. How do they fit into that 

structure? 

PR: Okay. The home cells or the home fellowships, as we call them, are really the 
foundation blocks - the building blocks of the church. We believe that, that 
without the home church emphasis, that's, that there's no church really. So we 
have emphasized right from the outset, that we need our members to be part of 
that, that smaller church, that smaller church group, where in fact, they can 
develop friendship, relationship, much wider, much more [inaudible] 

(373) 

And so we have worked on that over the years. I would say that we have been 
incredibly successful in that, up to very recently. I had some 3/4 years ago, I 
got involved in home cells and at that particular time we had some 20 percent 
of folk involved in home cells. It was atrocious. We have upped that over the 
years. We are now looking at possibly some 60/70 per cent involved, maybe a 
little bit [inaudible] and we are now beginning to introduce a system, whereby 
folk actually cannot really 

(383) 

become members of the church without have some form of link into the home 
cell programme. The home cell programmes run as a sort of base of the 
church, in other words, we see that as a viable point on which to touch the 
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people. We, I think, for many years we've tried to run the church from a 
centralist point of view, we want to touch almost everybody, care for 
everyone, love everyone, make sure everybody's happy. But once you get 
over the four, four/five people, it's not possible. You can't touch everyone, 
make everything happen. So we are now decentralising our authority, 
decentralising power into the home cells allowing for them to counsel, 
allowing for them to care, to listen, to feed back information if necessary on 
specific important issues that need to be fed through to them, to pass these 
people inaudible that they can deal with certain of inaudible and we've taken 
our model out of Exodus 17, I think - Jethro and Moses, the whole concept of 
really divulging power out amongst the people, to see greater degree of 
involvement in the commandment. It has its' risks, but we find it pretty - the 
only way to go. You've got to take some risks sometimes [inaudible] allow ... 

(404) 

So it's a viable part of the structure of the church. Ja, that's we're at right now. 
GT: And the home cells have been around since the beginning of ... 

PR: Home cells were around almost from the beginning of the church, Ja. When 
we initiated Home Fellowships, I think within about six months of the church 
being started. The time that I arrived in the church some six/seven months 
down the road, home cells were already in progress.Right from the beginning. 

GT: Then move on to looking out, what mission areas have you focused into 
beyond the Hillcrest area? 

(412) 

PR: In terms of missions, as I said, we've always had a strong interest on missions. 
We have, because of my relationship with my father, who runs the All Africa 
Bible College, we've always had a strong link with the All Africa Bible 
College. We have, er, ever since the church started, we have always tithed ten 
per cent 

(421) 

of all income to the church to the All Africa Bible College to keep that whole 
concept runrung. And it was more than just giving the money, it had a strong 
involvement with them. So we have had a strong involvement with them for 
years in terms of our missions and outreach focus. We are now involved with 
an even greater focus than that within the church we, er, we are teaching 
circuits, all over Africa, which we are now a part of initiating and as a result of 
that, we were involved with many local outreaches, from students who're been 
taught at College. 

(429) 
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We helped initiate two or three local churches from students who came and 
wanted to link in with us and actually start churches with us. So one of the 
more successful ones we have is [inaudible] Christian Fellowship which is a 
part of our church really, it's still not fully autonomous because their pastor is 
completely paid by us. He has an offic.e here. But the local, er, it's a local 
church and it is autonomous in that sense and they run with some 2/300 folk 
now and it's a very successful little church. It has a strong influence in the 
local community. And through Johannes and through his involvement with 
us, we have, we run a Pastor's Fellowship amongst many of our Black pastors 
in the area. There are some 30/40 men that we are on constant, teaching hymns 
with them, training them, equipping them. So our influence amongst those 
kind of churches is quite wide. As well as, of course, just having a basic 
outreach interest in the local community. Always being on 

(448) 

the street, always being out there trying to do things. And then purely on a, a 
church level, within the church itself, as it were, the church at large, we have 
always had a leadership role in the nation. We, er, for many years, we were the 
- this was the Secretariat of the CFI, which was one of the larger church 
groupings in the country and it was also the head office [inaudible] Youth 
[inaudible] as well, which we have subsequently handed away to other 
churches to run. So there's, urn, we've always had a leadership role even 
beyond our local church, through a thing, primarily through Eric's and my 
functions as individuals in certain leadership capacities, groupings. 

(463) 

We've had a strong, some fairly strong political involvement as well over the 
years. Not, not political, as it were, with involvement with parties, but 
involved with men. We have strong relationships with Chief Minister 
Buthelezi still. We're in constant communication with him. And so we have 
very strong links with, we're into that kind of role through personal 
relationships. I think that, for us, was the key. So what the church is involved 
with, the Hillcrest Christian Fellowship is involved with, it is involved 
because of personal relationships with other churches among other things. We 
were part of bringing CFI and IFCC together, amalgamating into one grouping 
[inaudible] churches and so on. So there was much that has taken place out of 
this Fellowship as a result of that. And we always saw this church as a base 
church, not as a 

(478) 

church that necessarily that would grow out of people, ten thousand people 
here, but as a church that would see, a church that would be an example here. 
We're starting something new things now, something we are calling the 
School of Ministry, which we believe will touch the nation. There are many 
things down through the years and our children's ministry programme, our 
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youth programme that we have had the opportunity to share these principles, 
share the way we do it here \A/ith countless churches across the country in 
terms of our men's ministry, it has been strong in men, youth and children has 
been our strong influence across the nation [inaudible]. There's been many, 
many churches sharing around that [inaudible). So we believe we have that as 
a role in the nation, not just in Hillcrest, we have a national role in being an 
example in certain areas in the ministry. 

(495) 

So we, we're constantly trying to, we are seeking after to be in the forefront of 
what is happening now in the Spirit, happening now in the youth, in the move 
of God, in the nation and we really believe that the thing that God is saying 
now, is of course, participation, involvement [inaudible]. So we are, we have 
made it this year, 1994, we have initiated a programme to see the whole of the 
Hillcrest Christian Fellowship equipped in ministry. So we are slotting people 
into the ministry, in the whole church in a programme that is specifically 
designed for this church. 

(506) 

And we see that as being something that we can share and do for [inaudible) 
really in many, many places across the country where the opportunity comes. 
And the opportunity will come. And besides that, I think we have been 
involved in much church encouragement, planting, initiating, not just in South 
Africa, but beyond the borders of South Africa, Zimbabwe - we've started two 
churches in Zimbabwe, um, in Harare, and in, in, on the way up to Kariba, and 
so on. So we have been part of initiating local churches in other places, in 
other countries. 

(518) 

We have initiated a local church in Wales, Saint of Man, which is a local 
church in Wales, full time there. We are now part of a missions programme 
initiating local churches in Rumania er, through one of our pastors who is 
stationed in Rumania on a full time basis. He has just been back and is going 
back to Rumania in a weeks time. So we are going to be initiating many local 
churches in Rumania. We are sending teams over there to be part of that 
programme.' And so there are many, many things outside of the sphere of the 
local church. But because we are a base church, where, where there is 
sufficient [inaudible) available to go beyond the boundaries of the local 
church, I think that's one of the things we are looking to increase in future. Not 
just spending all of our resources internally, but seeing a greater [inaudible] 
outside of the Fellowship. 

(533) 

GT: Okay! To get back to [inaudible] the church of Jonathan is here in the valley. 
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PR: Johannes, yes, yes, yes. 

GT: Ebor? 

PR: Emba. 

GT: Emba. Um, I'm just trying to think this into the situation in South African 
[inaudible]. Has Hillcrest Christian fellowship always had a, er, an emphasis 
towards the valley [inaudible] Inanda? Um ... 

PR: No, yes, yes. The Embo Valley goes round there to Riverview, goes round into 
Molweni, and the whole area is actually, is actually part of KwaZulu. All of 
that. The whole area, yes, it is called Inanda. Some ... So, yes, it's part of it. 
But there's literally millions of people living around here in the valley and the 
Valley of a Thousand Hills. We had, right from the outset, we felt we had a 
greater desire to be, we had a desire to be multi-racial from the beginning. We 
never wanted to look at the issue of race as, as anything biblical, or er, ... or ... 
So we always took a strong stand in terms of our involvement in [inaudible]. 
They are ... we've always found it quite difficult, you know, we never wanted 
to, to produce a, a false or a made-up situation. 

(555) 

So in our attempts to inaudible with the folk in Emba, [inaudible] with them, 
we built a church for them. We didn't want to be seen as just the whites 
handing out gifts to them, which has been an age-old problem. But we rather 
wanted to establish something amongst them that could be of blessing to them 
without just having hand-outs. We have subsequently, because of that 
emphasis, we are, in fact we are discussing right now whether, whether we 
need a group to throw all these churches together. We've started some 
[inaudible], some black churches. Whether all these churches need to be one 
church and initiate their own programmes on Sunday nights in their own areas, 
or whether in fact, we need to release greater autonomy to all those local 
churches to be legitimate, on their own, paid by themselves - legitimate, 
independent churches. And we're working through that right now. It's a very, 
it's a very, you know, something that you really have to see God, or can easily 
make a mistake. 

(575) 

We are not going to create an artificial situation, something that we have 
made. It's got to be something natural. We've always had, not a lot, always 
had some black and Indian families in our church, for many years. So we've 
always had some multi-culture, but very little. This is a very white area, and 
middle-class to more affluent white area. So it has been a bit of a conflict. A 
bit of - what do we do? Do we force something, or do we just wait for it to 
naturally happen? So, you know, we've always .... we've tried it at time to get 
involved, to try 
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(588) 

make something happen, but that , in fact was never God. So instead, now we 
help initiate local churches, help as much as we can to initiate local churches 
And now, for example, with this one church in the valley here, Embo, which is 
the closest to us, we have our, their local pastor works with us, and we're 
closest to them. We're now, over the past 2/3 years we have, we are working 
strongly to release them, and give them greater independence. They now have 
an office here with us, but a separate office. They, they work on their own 
budgets, they, they get next to no finance from us any more. 

(599) 

Over the last three years we've worked the finance contribution from us away 
and they are actually beginning to be ... , to get more finance themselves; 
we're helping them teach in the church and so they're beginning to stand 
much more on their own feet. They run their own outreach programmes, fund 
it themselves, and instead of you know, supplying money that hire things all 
the time, we have taken collections from time to time to buy them some 
assistance, rather than keep pouring money into hire things - just put the 
infrastructure in place and so the only contribution we have really now, in 
terms of that church is staff, staff inaudible in many respects. They now want 
to hire a secretary and we said, "We would love to be part of that, but 
[inaudible] we'll pay half of the salaries for a secretary; you guys supply the 
other half." 

(618) 

So we are working towards a greater degree of independence for them. But 
yet again we have this, this constant challenge, you know. We don't want to 
be just a white church up here on the hill. We must be a reflection of the 
multi-cultural society that we live in, without forcing it. So it's, it's a great 
dilemma, really, for us to er ... Many denominational hurches, however, they 
force it, they pull it in, make it happen , because they feel they must. We've 
never felt we must. We've never felt that inclination from the Lord, so we 
have just to really wait for the word, the word of the Lord to come to us, and 
for us to do really what He says. If that makes any sense? 

(630) 

GT: Ja, that makes good sense. Just briefly, um, you made mention of CFI and 
IFCC, can you briefly relate when CFI was instituted ... when IFCC, when 
IFCC was just sort of [inaudible). 

PR: CFI was instituted around the Christian centres, some, some - more or less 
when this church was started, some 13, well in fact, some 12 years ago 
probably,just before this Fellowship ever began. How this relationship 
[inaudible] amongst some Fred Roberts and a few of the churches that had 
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sprung up out of Hillcrest Christian Centre, that began to grow and multiply. 
Many, many churches begin to link into the CFI now. 

(647) 

Likewise, IFCC began around Ed, and, Ed Roebert and Ray McCauley, so that 
sprung up around them. There were some, I'd say some plus/minus 300 
churches under the cover of CFI and possibly twice as many as that under the 
covering of IFCC. Er, um, into youth was initiated, um, and CFI leaders, 
myself included, was part of the national leadership in the youth. IFCC based 
churches, youth pastors, were part of the national leadership into youth. 
Through that, a link was forged. And some, er, it's now about three years ago. 
Some three years ago, through that link forged amongst the young people, it 
seems to be the only thing I'm coming in to this [inaudible] through the link 
forged among the young people, the leaders sat down and because they, they 
found it unacceptable, some of the things that were happening into youth. 

(664) 

So, they, the leaders, wanted to get to talk about the unacceptable things. 
When they got together, the youth leaders turned around to them and said 
"You guys are a bunch of hypocrites ... " In not so many words, I mean, but 
like that,ja. But really, listen, we've got it together for years. We're not 
courting here. We're married and have been for years. What about you two. 
And so the gauntlet was thrown down to these guys. And in fact, all in the 
space of one day of consultations and meetings - they combined. CFI 
disbanded in one day and locked themselves into IFCC. And that was, urn, a 
unanimous decision amongst, er, across the board at that time with leaders 
[inaudible] Erick and, he was part of the leadership as well. 

(687) 

I was part of the national leadership into youth, so we were all together, roped 
together, one, um, bringing all these movements together. And in fact, into 
youth at the same time, were also being married to the New Covenant 
Churches, groupings. So that New Covenants were slowly, through the CFI 
grouping, were slowly bringing, coming, both in as well. Unfortunately, it 
didn't really happen. There were, some bust ups came, some, er, year or so 
after that, in that certain decisions were made by CFI, where consultation was 
made, regarding involving with, er, South African Council of Churches and so 
on, and, and some of the members were not asked. So both IFCC members, 
some !FCC members and many CFI members, actually left the !FCC at that 
particular time. We were one of those churches that left, at that time, the 
covering of IFCC 

(707) 

• 
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We still had strong, wonderful relationships with the leading men of 
IFCC. 1brough Inter-Youth we, er, had many, many meetings with Ed Laver 
and Ray McCauley, and we still have, I still have personal relationships with 
them. Still many times have phoned them and talked about various issues of 
the nation. But it was ... Ja, it was, say that it happened, it happened that way. 
But I think that they just, nobody just began ... Suddenly there were some 
issues that where leadership had made autocratic decisions again. And some 
of the people felt they didn't need to be part of that again. So they withdrew. 
So none of us stayed, unfortunately. 

(723) 

I think that is par for the course in the Charismatic Move, it seems. But now I 
believe there are many other new movements that are being [inaudible] out of 
this. CFI is getting back together, I believe as well, under Fred Roberts' 
guidance. We have actually chosen to be outside of this and stay in a 
relationship with all of them. So we, we are not p~ at this ti.me, part of any of 
those groupings. But we have strong relationships with them all. 

(735) 

ENDOFSIDEA 

SJDEB 
(006) 

PR: Great ... [inaudible] Charismatic Move - it's development in the nation. Our 
particular perception, of course, it was initiated in, in mainline churches in 
many respects, who could not hold it - it was too big for the mainline churches 
- it was too dramatic, and, and flowed outside of that. There were too many 
new concepts that they could not incorporate because of the structures of the 
mainline churches. So the Rhema, the Christian Centres, the Hillcrest 
Christian Fellowship, sprang out of that. Our particular perceptions of it is 
that, I think that God is wanting to move across the board now. 

(016) 

[inaudible] per se in the original Church. He was interested in the Church as a 
whole. I think that the Charismatic Move was necessary to bring new 
concepts, new life into old structures, and to recreate these structures 
altogether. And we kind of see, um, in terms of the fulfilment of this 
movement, I don't think it's finished. You know, it's as if the Charismatic · 
Move came strongly in the 70's and now it's just kind of running. The 
momentum is carrying itself. What is the next thing? Where is it going from 
here? And I actually don't think it is really finished, or not necessarily that it's 
not finished, but there's ... it's not over with what God wants to do. There is 
another thing which would, in fact, incorporate a wider spectrum on the church 

-



I 

I 
1 

I 
l 
I 

I 

70 

[inaudible] but now it's going to be around issues of leadership, its going to be 
around issues of how we draw the body in to this experience of ministry. How 
do we equip these people? How do we, you know, the Bible speaks in 
Ephesians 4 of [inaudible] It says every part to live together, I want every joint 
[inaudible], and will by every member takes his part, so there's got to be 
something for every body. And the perfection, protecting of the church at 
large, mainline and non-mainline, has got to come through the identification of 
gifts in the individual and seeing as each individual fits into the puzzle, 
suddenly we have a perfected Church. The perfection of the Church can't come 
through individual members being perfect. That will never happen. So we 
have to see the perfection 

(037) 

of the whole as each member does his part. So the next move of the Holy 
Spirit is not going to be about super stars, not going to be about main church 
leaders. It's going to be the Church's time. It's going to be the individual 
members' time, to participate, get their hands-on ministry; get their ... to know 
the Holy Spirit's power for themselves; not to get preached to about it, but to 
know [inaudible] . So, I don't think it's fulfilled, I don't think the Charismatic-• 
Move is over. The job done, was, yes, to start hungering for new things; for 
fresh wine; for the Holy Spirit inaudible to come and to empower them, but for 
what? You see, it wasn't just for goose bumps, it wasn't for healing, even. It 
wasn't even to create big churches. 

(045) 

That wasn't the purpose. Why did God bring the this stuff? Well, he brought 
the Charismatic Move to empower people; so that they could do the work of 
God; so they could do the work of the ministry. I think it's Ecclesiastes 4: 10, 
... or 2: I 0, right? [inaudible] created in Christ Jesus for good works. We are 
created for good works. We're created to do that function. And, the 
fulfilment of the Charismatic Movement, as it were, for the final move , or the 
next wave [inaudible] has got to be the empowerment of the individual 
believer so he can do the work of the ministry. Not [inaudible] or Anglicans to 
do the work of the ministry. But the individual person to be a partaker of the 
ministry. To be a part of the body. 

And do you know what, that cannot just be the er, of just the charismatic 
churches. Everybody can experience that. That's across the board stuff. 

(056) 

That's mainline, that's non-mainline; that's whatever. It's whoever desires God, 
whoever desires to be part of ministry, part of this new move of the Spirit, it's 
for everybody. And I actually think it's going to touch everybody. I think it's 
going to be across the board stuff. I think we are going to see a new 
awakening of those things as people begin to operate now. 
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(061) 

As people realise the Charismatic Movement is not just to have goose bumps 
but for them to be part of the Church, a part of the ministry. So, I see that is 
the fulfilment of this move of God. And that's still really coming. We still 
have too much structure to allow it to happen. The structure's got to get 
loosened up. By leadership, strong leadership, authority, has got to loosen up 
a little to allow for greater body participation - greater freedom in the church 
and that's coming. It's coming. You have another question? 

(067) 

GT: Ja, I was looking at theology, you've answered that in part, if you want to 
expand on that a bit? 

PR: Yes, I, I ... As I said, in terms of our statement of beliefs, or what we believe I 
think that in many respects, we have inherited the good old Pentecostal 
viewpoint. But again, I must say this, is that the rigidity of both the 
Pentecostal Move and even the things that the new churches have inherited, 
and are now standing on, it's too rigid. It will not allow the move of the Holy 
Spirit, it won't allow this new thing to happen. It's too structured. It's too 
pyramid shaped; it's too rigid. It cannot allow the authority to be placed in the 
hand of a lackey sitting in the middle of the church, for him to begin to 
prophesy, for him to begin to do things for God. It just doesn't allow it." You 
know, you can do things - just come and tell me what you're doing." That 
concept is still in the church. 

(079) 

What we want to do, and we are, we are not there - we're working towards that 
concept of allowing our theology to be loosened. Allowing our thoughts 
around to read scriptures without the religious glasses that we've read them 
with for years. To allow new truths, new revelations, to come to us. Issues 
around we're ... going through as a church, [inaudible] issues of Rome and 
stuff, things like that recently, but, you know God began to reveal new things 
to us. Things that may be a little bit radical - I would have thought that as 
radical a some years back. But it's fresh stuff, it's new wine. 

(087) 

It's ... it's what God is saying, now. And I think to stay with that, that's our 
part [inaudible], our fundamental truth ... I don't think those fundamental 
issues or truth are going to change much in terms of what we believe is the 
fundamental truth. We're pretty much on the Charismatic/Pentecostal_ 
bandwagon as it were, so the fundamental truths are not going to change. But 
there are some things that are not fundamental I call it the spectrum of truth. 
Truth is not nailed down. I say this is the truth. What's the truth to me? And 
so, we ... we're beginning to loosen the structures a little bit, loose our 
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rigidity, allowing for some new things to happen. God is speaking to us at the 
moment around deliverance, for just as an example, which is of deliverance. I, 
I . . . we're Christians, Christians and this church - we're being delivered of 
demons. I, for me, that doesn't make any sense to my mind or to my religious 
upbringing that says Christians can't have demons. How can you deliver 

them? 

(098) 

But I want to tell you something, some people are being radically changed 
through deliverance. That's happening in this church right now amongst some 
folk. And I can only raise my hands and say God you know what you're 
doing. We don't want to be so rigid that we squash people. We've got to 
allow it to happen. Allow it to come - allow inaudible to flow through us. So 
that's where we've come in tenns of our theology - we're loosening up on some 
of the peripheries. The fundamental truth has not changed. But there are some 
things that are just not fundamental and we made them fundamental. So we're 
loosening up, I would say. 

(105) 

GT: That's great. There's one last question I want to ask [inaudible] Church. The 
role of the woman in the Hillcrest Christian Fellowship [inaudible] because it's 
come up again at varsity. 

PR: We have always had a bit of a bad name as a church. And I think that the, er, 
that the women have certainly felt hard-done by from time to time because 
we've always had very strong men's ministry - men's emphasis. This church 
was because of Erick's strong business involvement. Always had lots of 
managing directors, lots of high - top business men. As a result we probably 
have more men in this church than ladies inaudible which is a bit of a strange 
thing for churches today. But that's the unique character of this church. As a 
result of that we have many times tended to pander to the men, more than the 
ladies. Let me say, though, is that.., we are changing and we have been for 
possibly three or four years. The ladies we see, for example, my wife is in 
ministry with me. I see her as much part of the ministry as I am in our 
function in the church. 

(120) 

So are the other pastors wives in this place. Not only that, but they run major 
portions of the ministry as it relates to the children's ministries, run by a lovely 
lady, Joanne. My wife runs all the ladies ministry, the young married's, the 
moms groups, the ... you name it. 

(126) 
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So much of the ministry is run and recognize now, I think, their due and share 
of the work. So we see the women in partnership in ministry. I see my wife in 
partnership with me in ministry. In te~s. of their_ publi~, out fron~ I think 
we've still got some way to go. A public display, [maud1ble] a public acknow
ledgement [inaudible] in terms of women ministering. You know, I think that 
fundamentally, some of our guys still have hang-ups on those things. You 
know, there are also some fundamental theological problems on that, I know 
that we haven't really talked about that, because we haven't really had much of 
an issue around the whole issue of women, and women's place in the Church. 

(134) 

But we certainly see it as partnership. That's how we want to emphasize it. 
We emphasize family - as a whole - as a unit. We are, we're a family church. 
The children are part of church, the youth are part of church. They are not a 
second-rate partnership [inaudible]. Ladies are another partnership. We are a 
family and ultimately, the smallest unit of this church is the family. So in the 
context of family, where the mother and the wife is an integral part of that, so 
too, is she an integral part of this local church. So that's really where we base 
our theology into women in the Church. 

GT: That's fine, we spoke of that earlier on. Are there any other points you want 
to raise? 

(144) 

PR: No, really not. 

END OF INTERVIEW 




