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SIDEA
[Tape counter] (005)
GT:

Pastor Philips, can I ask you tp introduce yourself, the position you have and
ja, and ... actually, I think that would be a good starting point.

DP:

Sure, Glen. It's good to see you today. I'm Pastor of Westville Christian
Fellowship. I'm the lead elder. I have another colleague of mine, Peter van
Niekerk, who is with me in the ministry and we have a church in Westville
that's being going now for about 11 years.Started in our homes ... and that's it.
Yes, I'm the lead elder in the Westville Christian Fellowship.

GT:

Pastor, can you tell me how you got involved in the Charismatic Movement?
And in this specific instance, I'm thinking of Charismatic Renewal.

DP:

Certainly. Well, I would say, I came to know the Lord, Jesus Christ in a very
evangelical Anglican Church, down in Point Road, Durban - Christ Church,
Addington, where a man of God, a minister of the church, came to our borne
one night, and he spoke to us about Jesus Christ. He invited us to the church
and it was there that my wife and I actually committed our lives to Jesus
Christ. And we began, I was a tennis coach. I was involved - I had previously
been a school teacher (020)
was coaching tennis - playing a lot of sport, and I began to just, to get inYOlved
n the church, began to follow Jesus Christ and began to attend bible studies
etc. My wife and I bought our first home in Westville. And so we moved up to
Westville and we joined the local Anglican Church out here, called St
Elizabeth's Anglican Church, and at that stage very little was happening. In
fact, the Church seemed quite dead. It was just going through its normal
Anglican modes and surfaces. But, er, we were asked by the Minister, whose
name was Rev. Richard Hughes, actually to come along and help him run a
Youth Mission.
(027)
The previous church we had attended in Point Road was very strong in
reaching out to people on the Beach front. We'd done a lot of work knocking
on doors - talking to people about Jesus Christ. But there had been very little
emphasis on the Holy Spirit and upon the charismatic experience. And so, we
had heard bits and pieces about this, and we had been getting involved with
the Christian Business Men, etc, attending meetings, but it was really here at
the St Elizabeth Anglican Church in Westville, where we really first saw a real
experiential move of God's Spirit in the church because, at that - they
organized a, um, an outreach to all the young people in Westville, and quite
honestly, my wife and I didn't think very much would happen, because it
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wasn't very well organized and it didn't seem to have been very well
co-ordinated.

(037)
And my wife and I were asked to be some of the counsellors, to head up the
counsellors, to counsel those who might respond. And even the counsellors,
we were involved in, most of them seemed very, very lukewann, not very
interested. However, that was an amazing week, because to our surprise,
hundreds of young people attended this, this, er, the meetings that week in the
evenings and many of them responded to God. And it was actually then that
we actually saw quite an outbreak of God's Spirit in the church, because many
of the young people were corning forward for prayer and there was an obvious
experience of God.
(046)
Some of them were falling on their backs; they were falling down. Others were
claiming to be healed. There was tremendous excitement and exuberance, and
I remember many of them not even wanting to go home from the church. Toe•#
parents were hooting their hooters outside and it was a great Move of God. At
the end of that week, there were about 140/150 young people, who wanted
now to go on to Jesus Christ. And the minister of the church, actually asked
me ifl would try and do something with these young people. I was still just
coaching tennis. I had no experience. But there were quite a few significant
people, prefects from the High School, I st team Rugby players, very
prominent girls from the High School. And so it was a good bunch of young
people who were very eager to get on with Jesus Christ. And, um, so we
began to meet and I began to do my best with them.
(056)
And then, on Sunday nights, there was no real service at St Elizabeth's, so we
asked the minister if we could start Sunday night meetings. And he said "Fine,
go for it." And we began to just meet on Sunday nights in a very informal,
non-Anglican kind of mode. And the young people would bring their guitars
along, and we would sing - and we would have a very open-ended, charismatic
service, where there would be clapping, there would be raising of hands, there
would be, er, singing in tongues er ... Somebody would bring a word, preach
the Word. And the Anglican Minister was happy to just sit in the congregation
and watch all this happening. And that was the beginning of a tremendous
move of God in our community.
(065)
Our minister, himself, he had a tremendous Renewal in his life and he was
wonderful as he just opened the doors to embrace this new Move of God. We
began to relate a lot with other churches. The Methodists, I remember, having
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a combined service with the Methodist Church and then the Roman Catholics
were brought into it. I know our minister was meeting with leaders from right
across the city, who had been involved in this whole Charismatic Renewal.
And so for us, it was a very, very exciting time as we came through this whole
situation. Seeing Christians from all the denominational churches gathering
together. I remember myself and my wife having been, longing for more of
God, and we used to meet in the hall at the St Eliz.abeth's Church on a
Wednesday night with a man from the
(076)
Businessman's Fellowship and he spoke to us about the baptism and the Holy
Spirit. And I remember how we just asked the Holy Spirit to come into our
lives. It was there, really, thatwe began to experience more of God and we
began to experience some of the charismatic things that the Bible spoke
about. The emphasis was fantastic in those days because there was a whole
new emphasis on the Holy Spirit - the gifts of the Holy Spirit; prophecy,
speaking in tongues; words of knowledge; discerning of spirits; and everybody
was talking about visions and dreams and shoo ... It was and exciting time.
(085)
I saw many people in the church who had been staid Anglicans, members of
the choir who had been in the church for ages, suddenly getting turned on and
getting excited about God and realising that Christianity was much more than
just going to Church and within the religion. So Glen, that's really, you know,
the whole story. It was an exciting time for us and we really saw ... we ... That
went on about 4 or 5 years I guess, you know, where we really, really saw a
unity coming into the churches, er, people meeting from all the different
denominations, you know. So I think that's ... Is that alright?
(091)

I

GT:

Yes, that's great. Could you, maybe, just be more specific on the time period.
When about ... uh,

DP:

Let me think ...
(093)

GT:

Maybe start ... When did you move to St Eliz.abeth's?

DP:

Wish I had my wife here with me.

GT:

Was it in the late 70's or, even earlier than that?
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DP:

Let me just think, Glen. Um ... , ... Glen, I would say it was in the mid 70's,
actually, 70's, ja, just working back. Ja, it was about, ja, '73, something like
that, through to about, to about ... to about '80, 1980 (inaudible]. Okay.

GT:

So that, you would say was the time period which you became aware of the
Holy Spirit and about renewal - the Charismatic ... the Charismatic Renewal?

DP:

Ja, Yes, yes.

GT:

About that time.

DP:

Yes, yes.

GT:

Okay. No, that's fantastic. No, thank you, Pastor. Then maybe, I can just ask to
... could you go to the third question, I think, fust. (inaudible] How did you
then come to form the Westville Christian Fellowship, out of this background
in the Charismatic Renewal?

DP:

Ja. We found, I think it was into the early '80's that we had become extremely
excited about God.
(111)
We were beginning to see more of His plans and purposes for the church. The
Charismatic Renewal was very individualistic. You know, it was me and Jesus
Christ; me and my relation with God; me and the gifts. It was, you know: I ...
God has told me this and God has told me that. But we began as we ... we
actually ... one of the major things ... We went to a big charismatic ... a big,
um, gathering in Johannesburg - what do they call that? 1980, it was, and it
had various charismatic conferences and huge ... 10 000 people gathered there
... and it was there that we saw the Church gathered ... and, quite a lot of
teaching was coming forth. I must give credit to a man called Derek
Crumpton who was leading them, and they were talking a lot then about the
restoration of the Church, bringing in the apostles, the prophets.
(121)
That the Church ... that God wanted to show His glory through the Church and
the corporate body of Christ and this began really to move in our hearts and.
And, we began to see and began to feel and that, ... and that within the
denominational structures, we were very limited and I just felt in my heart that
there was a call for us to go beyond where we were at. And we were also
seeing the Charismatic Renewal actually receding. It definitely was, where it
was as if the denominational church could not hold it and could not go any
further. So far but no further. That's how we felt.
(127)
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But nevertheless, we were just, are so grateful to God for the Anglicans and
for all that went on. We really are. We learnt so much. And we still just have
no hard feelings or anything like thm1. But honestly, we just felt that there was
more in God ... And so, we began to become very frustrated and very, um,
restless and saying there is more. I know that God [inaudible], God has not
given us this move just for it be a, er, an individualistic experience. It's got to
be for more. And we became very, very, as I say, restless. We began to hear
about what was happening in other places in the world where God was
beginning to talk about the Church, restoring the apostles and [inaudibleJ
ministries and I remember how, um, we began to mourn the loss of this Move.

(137)
Because it was as if, especially in our particular context, the Church was
reverting back to its old ways of which many, I think, Anglicans were quite
happy about that ... they were happy to get back to the old forms, and, of
course, there were many charismatic people who had really experienced God
who were very frustrated as well. And so our, my wife and I, we began to
really just look to God, um, as what we needed to do and, um, because I was
on the Church council, I was very involved in the Anglican Church. So we
shared our heart with our local Minister, um, and he agreed. He could see that,
you know, we were frustrated and he released us from the church. Under very
good note.

(147)
There was no big upheaval. We looked at things like Baptism, full immersion
baptism. We looked at this whole infant baptism thing. And I used to take the
confirmation classes and I used to do my best in those things but I realized that
for most of it, a lot of those young people did not really mean what they were
saying. It was just a form. It was just something and ... We looked at the
whole thing on baptism and the whole set up of the Church that we were
actually, er, um, calling people members of the church, because they had been
baptised or confirmed, when in fact, many of them were not really in Christ at
all, as far as we were concerned. And we really began to ... We did not leave
the church on that ... because of the baptismal issue or because of the
confirmation issue. It was more than that.

(155)
We really wanted in our lives to just experience all that God wanted for us
personally. And we felt we needed to be obedient to God so that we could go
on. And so we left the Anglican Church on a very good note . And we began
to just go around. At that stage the Faith-Movement had begun in a big way.
My wife was attending some things down at the Durban Christian Centre
[inaudible], they were preaching a message on believing the Word of God, and
moving in Faith, and who, and what we are in Christ and what we have in

-- ---

'
C

29
Christ and, really possessing the land, possessing what God had given us; and
the Church needs to arise and become what it should become.
(164)
And it was a very positive message, quite controversial in the beginning. But I
see that was also very much in God's plan. It was one of the waves that He was
bringing through as He was restoring the Church. This whole message on the
Word of God and the ... and so, it was as if the emphasis had swung away
from the Spirit to the Word. And these men were preaching the Word. And My
wife and I began to go to just a few ... Just visiting. We didn't know where we
were going. We didn't move out to go into anything. We were almost in a
vacuum at that point in time. And we visited Churches like the Victory Faith
Centre, the City of Life, Durban Christian Centre. Just learning. Hearing, for
me a lot of what they were preaching, was a totally new thing, you know. I
thought that I knew the Bible. I had become a lay-minister in the Anglican
Church and I thought that I knew the Bible, but what these men were
preaching, I realized I knew very little. And that man, you know ... the way
they were expounding the Word, and bringing things through, it really thrilled
my heart. My ... wow ... I am just a learner - I'm just a beginner.

(I 77)
And it sure cut me down to size. But we thrived on it. And so for about six
months, we were just floating around looking, thinking "God, where do we fit
into this?" We were very vulnerable at that stage. And we thought "God are
we missing you because we don't even have a church?" I had got to a point in
the Anglican church where I had
(180)
actually sold my home because I wanted ... I really believed God wanted to do
something within the denominational church and I'd said to the Minister:
"Listen, you know, I'm in charge of the youth, I'm this, and that. I'll come and
help you and [inaudible]". I had my own business and so we actually had taken
over a church house which we had to give up. So we had no house, we had no
church. We were battling financially and I thought: man, you know, this is a
big mess. And I felt terribly stupid about the whole thing, but I, we just felt
that God wanted to do something. We'd bought ourselves a plot of land; we
began to build this house; we were having hassles building the thing. And
really, it looked like the whole thing was turning into a big mess. But in the
meantime, people began to come to us and knock on our door and... of our
new little house that I had built, and saying also that they are also feeling
extremely frustrated.
(194)

Because we had made it plain to the people in the Anglican church - we'd said:
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you stay where you are - you don't follow us. It's not, you know, we don't want
to cause a division and we certainly - this was something God was laying on
our hearts, and ... But after six months, eight months, a year, people began to
come to us and say :"We really have heard what you were saying and we'd like
to just spend some time with you." And so we found during the week nights
we would have people visiting us. And we began to just pray together, and
fellowship together. And it grew.
(201)
We began to attend some conferences because, throughout South Africa, now,
men were coming in from overseas and speaking about apostles and prophets
and about the restoration of the fivefold ministries, and it really thrilled our
hearts. And we thought; Yes, this is where we are at, you know. And we were
sort of attending conferences and we came into contact with a group of men
from England under, an apostolic team of Bryn Jones and Keri Jones. And
they sent some men to come and just visit us and they encouraged us that this
was something that God was doing throughout the World; That He was
beginning to bring restoration into His Church and. We began to meet in our
garage in our home, you know the thing had grown to about 30, 30 odd
people. 30/40 odd people would come on a Wednesday night. And we were
encouraged and we began to speak with other men in the area who were
experiencing the same thing.
(213)
So we weren't just doing our own thing. They began to encourage us and we
began to build our relationship with other men in the area who were also on
the same, same wavelength, on the same track as us. And so we were
encouraged from many sources to declare ourselves a church. It was a great
surprise to my wife and I, because I had never been to Bible College. I had
never anticipated, and I certainly didn't want another Church in Westville, I
didn't want to cause division. But it just was spontaneous thing. And so we
began to meet in the little Westville Gymnasium.
(220)
The first 30/40 people came to the meeting on the first Sunday. And that was
in 1983, February, 1983, Ja. And that was the start of Westville Christian
Fellowship and I, in the meantime, had signed onto one of the Bible Colleges
- one of these bigger churches and I was, in the evening, I was attending a
Bible College. I was still coaching tennis, I was still running sports shops; I
was just a part-time guy. And we just saw the Church as God's people. The
building wasn't important. We could use houses. We would use any facilities
that were available. And we began to see that, we began to really understand
that the Church was founded on apostolic-prophetic ministries with a band of
pastor- teachers doing their bit, but that we were to equip people through the
work of the ministries. So the Church is based on relationships. It's not on
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titles; it's not based on positions. I happen to be the leader of the Church. 1
don't ask people to call me pastor or anything else. I ... whatever I am, I am in
God and people must recognize the functions.

(217)
And we must recog ... one of the functions. We do not sign pieces of paper.
We are knitted together by God. And then the government of God begins to
work as people recognize men, men of authority, men of quality, men of
gifting. We don't look at people for their gifting, first of all, we look at people
of what God has knitted, and then their gifting, if they have gifting, we will
want to use their giftings, but their gifting comes after that.
(243)
And so the Church is based on relationships with one [inaudible] where we
recognize one another. The pastor's job, or the leaders job, is to equip the
people to their full potential so that everybody's playing their part. Whether
they are musicians, or whether they are teachers or whether they are hospitality
people, or what ever, but that every single person feels part of the Church. Artd
the Church's job is to evangelise the World and to bring people into the
Church. But that the Church is God's body to equip and to nurture the people,
and to teach them and to encourage them, so that they can go out into the
world and become the salt and the light. Well Glen ... I ...
(253)
GT:

That's great. We are looking at that. Just ... Just to clarify, from a historical
point of view, I'm coming back to dates again, unfortunately. Just to clarify,
you said that in February '83 was when Westville Christian Fellowship was
formed and then the year, about the year before that you left the Anglican
Church. Was it that time about ...
(259)

DP:

I left in about, phoo! Glen, I think it was about '82, '81 or '82. So I did about
two years of just pottering around [inaudible] ... learning ... [inaudible]
(262)

GT:

You mentioned Bryn Jones from Britain. How did you initially get their
contact?

DP:

It was an amazing ... for us, it was a miracle. Because, well, ... First of all, we
had been down to a conference in East London, arranged by Derek Crumpton.
It was ... These were now conferences, that were, as it were, superseding the
Charismatic Renewal. They were now coming out of the Charismatic Renewal
and so they were bringing in men like Terry Virgo, Bryn Jones; men who had
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proven apostolic ministries; had birthed churches in England and were moving
in this revelation of the fivefold ministry and were actually producing
something on the ground.
(270)
And we went there, actually, and we heard men like Terry Virgo, Bryn Jones,
etc., and we were impressed, very blessed; could identify with what they were
saying. And, um, but that was just, you know, he didn't know who I was. I
mean, there was just a big crowd there. But, one night, at our home, there was
a knock on the door and a man from Bryn Jones' team, an elderly man called
Ted Kent, knocked on our door. And he had been sent out to South Africa. He
had a heart [inaudible]. He had been sent out by Bryn Jones, and Bryn had said
to him: Look around, don't look for the top guys. Look for the second-rate
guys. See what's happening in South Africa and just report back to us.
(280)
And Ted, himself had been to our Anglican Church and shared heart with the
people of what he felt God was doing. Had not been very well received by
them. But they had said there was a crazy guy down the road. He seems to be
saying the same things that you are saying. And so he got our address, and so
he knocked on the door with his dear wife and, said: Look, I've just come to
visit you. And he, actually, shared his heart with us; encouraged us a lot and
then and he introduced us inaudible to Bryn Jones. And he got, ... And he
said, next time Bryn's in the country, I'll get him to come and visit you.
Because, he said, you know, Bryn isn't worried about whether he preaches to
5 000 people or 50 people. He's just looking for men who are seeing the same
vision, you know and to just share heart. And he's available. So that was great.
And so, within about a year of us starting, Bryn Jones and a couple of his guys
were in South Africa and they came to Natal. And to our joy, in the little
gymnasium they came and they preached and we met them. And from there
we arranged a conference. We invited other ministers in the area to come and
attend a conference at the Rob Roy Hotel. That must have been in about '84,
'85. Maybe '85-ish. And we had a good turnout and people ... And, you know,
these men were preaching something that was very relevant, and very much in
people's hearts. And we began to build relationships with these men, sort of.
(298)
And so we continued with Bryn Jones. When I say we continued, there were
no strings attached. They didn't ask us to sign anything or to suddenly come
under them. They just said: "Look, you can relate with us on any level you
like. You know, we're available; we just want serve you. If you want us to
serve you - when we're around, you know." They said to us: "Come to
England if you want to see our churches." And they invited my wife and I into
England and we had the most wonderful ... I think our first visit there was in
'85 or '86.
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(306)
And he opened all his churches, he has about sixty, a moment ago ... he has
about 60 or 70 Churches that they'd birthed throughout England you know,
and so he just said to my wife and I, "Come visit the Churches." And they let
us preach in the Churches; and we met the Leaders. And we really liked what
we saw there and saw that there was one vision, the guys were all of one heart;
they were all moving together; they all recognized Bryn Jones and the other
men in the team: Apostles and Prophets, and many were teachers and that.
You go around on a translocal basis, visiting the churches. And we really liked
what we saw there and so that was an added incentive for us to build
relationships ... But still, there was no, you know: "Come on, now. Are you
with us or not." And we just carried on, you know. Because there were many
other apostolic teams, as you would know, rising in the nation.
(315)
Good men, you know, and we would go and listen to them and we would go
and hear them but it's amazing, there has got to be a heart joining, you know.
Can I bring my church? Because we knew that God, that ... that for example, I,
myself am very limited in my gifting. I need men of greater anointing and
greater stature, to help me. And so I knew that ultimately we would have to
find a man that we could relate with and submit ourselves to. Almost under his
governmental sway, so that we could ... Because the Bible says that, you
know, the Church is built on the foundation and, we needed foundations.
Many moves of God, as you know, Glen, have shot up mightily and then
they've just collapsed because there has not been a good foundation.
(325)
But there ... this was a long process. And we looked around, we listened to
many men coming in. We ... but, but it was like our relationship with Bryn
Jones just, sort of, was the one that we really felt that God was joining us to.
And my colleague, Peter van Niekerk, who came and joined us a bit later,
Peter is a very good teacher, a very prophetic man. He has been a great help in
the whole situation. He also, you know, we both felt ... and he went overseas
as well and they asked him to preach around the churches. And it was in about
1989 that we actually said to Bryn Jones in the country "We really wanted to
submit our church. We wanted to submit to you. We are ... we really feel that
God has [inaudible] to you."
(337)
But again, it's not a big, heavy thing. Although we see it as a very
important thing, and we don't take it lightly. We listen very carefully to what
these men say, because they have come into our nation many times and helped
us to get on line in God's purposes. And so that's how the Bryn Jones thing,
you know, Bryn now has, you know, he is one of the many apostolic teachers
of the world. But he has churches in Norway, in America, you name it, in
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Germany, in Europe. And so he put us into relationship with all these
churches. In fact, I'm going to go overseas next month, on the 9th of June. He's
invited my wife and I and we're going in into America for two weeks to preach
around there which will be a great experience for us. We are going to go to
England again. He said it would be good for us, you know, for myself to
expand and to enlarge myself.

(348)
And that's what these guys do. And they open the Church to inaudible and put
on an itinerary for you. You can go around. It's for us to impart something
from Africa to them but also they will be helping us. He feels you know, that
my wife and I have been stuck in this Church now for this last 11 years. We
need to get ... we need to get out...
[interrupted by phone call]
(353)
GT:

[inaudible] May I just ask you what the specific ministry focus of the
Westville Christian Fellowship?

DP:

Glen, when we first set out, we really had a great vision for the local
community. Um, we were an excited, vibrant bunch of people, like anything
new. You know, we were going to tum the world upside down and we were g
going to be the radical people that were really going to ... And it was great. We
were really, you know, seeking to build relationships with other churches, with
the apostles and the prophets - learning, learning. But we felt that the ultimate
aim of the Church, that it should be ... it should be producing life. It should be
vibrant, it, it must come out, you know, if there's no life in the Church, the
structures are hopeless. So the structures are there, as it were to support the life
and not to quench the life. And so, you know, we were engaged very much in
all kinds of endeavours and outreaches. We ... we started off, for example, I
think, what we called the first drive-in Church. On Sunday afternoons, we took
over the Checkers' parking lot and we called it, drive-in and the people would
come and park in their cars. We set up a platform and we would preach, and
we would have our musicians playing and we had many, many, you know
outreaches into the open to try and touch the community of Westville really.
Then we would put ... we used the Scout Bowl, the local Scout Bowl on many
occasions, putting up tents and reaching out where the [inaudible] celebration
ofjoy - a three or four-day event, consistently seeking, you know, to present
the church ... to promote the community.
(378)
For the community to know that there's, there are people around that are not
ashamed of Jesus Christ. There are people around ... We had another thing
called, Church Alive because we want, you know, people to realise that the
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Church is not a kind of bunch of kind of religious people but people who are
living in an experiential life and exuberating, er, exuberant and full of joy. So
a Jot of that was on that scene and we looked at all these Evangelistic
Outreaches and but ... The bottom line was that we felt that the church itself,
should be overflowing into the community and that God would add, as it says
in the Bible: Day by day, those who have been saved because people
individually would be [inaudible].That's exactly what began to happen. The
Church grew quite radically, actually, from 30 people - within a year we had
close to 100 people.
(392)
We had to move out of the Gym. We got to the Junior Primary School where
we were soon up to 150, close to 200 people and we got then into the Senior
Primary School Hall, where we've been for the last seven years. We need, we
can't find anywhere else but that place, um, we got up to close to 500 people,
4/500 and sort of hung around there - it's gone down, it's gone up as I
explained, you know, as we go on. But, um, ... sorry our vision really was to
be a testimony in the community to er ... And we had a tremendous move
amongst our young people - that really was a phenomenal thing. Our so-called
Sunday school, or our kids church was just fantastic.
(405)
We had a thing called King's Kids on a Friday afternoon, and really, where
again it was a miracle, because looking back now, where we are not having the
same effects now, but that was 7/8 years ago. We were getting 100 little kids
coming on a Friday afternoon. People that didn't belong to our Church were
bringing their kids. And we started off in our garage again, and soon we were
getting 50/60 kids in the garage and we had to move to a hall. It was
absolutely phenomenal. And then our youth group which had started in the
little garage with about 12 of our own children just began to explode until, on
a Friday night we moved into the school hall. It was going to up to over I 00, a
100 young folk in Westville which is quite a thing because, you know,
Westville kids don't ... are, are quite sophisticated. So that was fantastic.
(416)
And so our church was actually characterised by the, by the youth and the
exuberance and it was quite a noisy joint er, church, but full of life. And so, we
told our young people, get into the schools, get into the community. We told
our university students: make an impact on the varsities, you know. And so
that was really, you know where is was at for us. However, in about 1988, I
think it was 88/89, Bryn Jones and some of the apostolic men that we were
relating with, began to challenge us about our relevance in this nation. And
they would come out and, you know, we'd talk about prophetic things and, you
know, many people see a prophet as coming out and
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(429)
giving some superb prophesies and then disappearing. But then these men as a
prophetic company, began to challenge us whether we really were a prophetic
church. Because they said that when they look at their, at this nation from a
distance, they see that their ... the Church is not really standing up, except men
in the denominations are standing up for the oppressed; for the injustice, and
that ... And they really challenged us on that. I remember how we went to a
conference up at the Sani Pass Hotel, and Bryn Jones, himself, for two, two or
three days spoke to us about this gospel. Are we talking about the same
gospel? What is this gospel? And he began to share with us his burden for us
to become a relevant church. And it was very controversial for us, because he
was actually telling us that men like Bishop Tutu was far more relevant than
we were in the situation.

(442)
At that point in time, we believed that we could pray against apartheid, and we
could prophesy against apartheid, but no ways were we to get involved in the
social events or in the political spectrum, whatsoever. And er, but by the time
Bryn had finished with us and had shared the full counsel of God with us, we
came back from that conference very, very challenged and we realized that
unless we began to get involved in the issues of the day, we were just another
white, middle-class Charismatic, happy-clappy church that was actually going
to become irrelevant. And also that we were not really being prophetic at all.
(453)
And so we began, from that time onwards, to try and educate our people. And
we ourselves needed educating. We began to encourage our people to read
alternative literature. We began to try and get them to see videos, some of
them even banned videos: "Cry Freedom". And, of course, it was
controversial. And many of our people were not impressed. We began to tell
them to read alternative newspapers and literature that came from the
liberation theologists - things like that, so that we could actually, maybe, catch
the heart of the black people who were in the struggle.

(465)
And then, we began to go into the local township called Chesterville. We
were, er, we didn't know what to expect - we were all quite fearful. But we
went in there and not with - and not trying to preach the gospel, but we just
went in there and to try and find people that we could speak with and try and
learn from. My wife went in with a couple of women and just found a few
ladies who were trying to learn to sew and, they began a sewing class. And
then, some of our young people went in, and with their little pamphlets and
began to meet other black people. And some of them actually started coming
to our church. Some very keen, young black men. Then we began to ... we
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hdd a big evangelistic crusade for four nights and we got some black men to
come in and preach. And that was great. We got over 7/800 people coming,
but ... And we continued coming in every Thursday night

(481)
and it soon dwindled to about 60 or 70 people would come - 50 or 60 people
would come. And we held those meetings for over a year. I went in there every
Thursday night with Peter van Niekerk and we would preach and we would
just pray for Chesterville and prophesy blessings into Chesterville and ... But
our main thrust was to go and try and find non-church goers, men who had
been involved in the struggle. And we began to meet very, very interesting
guys. Men who had been on Robben Island, exiles that were returning,
Umkhonto we Sizwe guys that h¢ been out of the nation. We visited the
shebeens and just sat with the guys and tried to learn from them. We found
one or two of our women really beginning to love and, be very concerned,
feeding the poor, going to the old people. We started a creche. It was just one
thing after another.

(494J

It opened up a whole new thing for us - and it was built on relationships - not
on us, the white people coming in. We had to try and teach them what they
needed. And we called our [inaudible] which means "Let us take hands
together" And one of our ladies, Willa Fourie, we set her in full time to ... that
was her ministry to go and really build relationships, and another black lady
came, by the name of Gladys [inaudible] she came. And then we actually put
them on our staff. We began to employ them. And they have been wonderful,
just going around to the homes, meeting people. And so, we began to attend
some of their civic meetings.
(505)
And they began, in fact, to ask us, the ANC, well, it was really the Chesterville
Residents' Association very largely, ANC, began to ask some of us, would the
church come and open in prayer. [inaudible) have some input. And we began
to get a vision to have a community centre on the border of Chesterville, etc,
etc. And so that became an extremely exciting venture for us. And then some
of our people started going into the Cato Crest squatter camp which had begun
to mushroom and that was another big ... Sunday afternoon meetings; I 00
little children being taught. And then going in then on a weekly basis to their
homes - visiting - even having home groups in their homes there; starting Aids
counselling, etc.

(519)
But basically just building relationships. And that has been a tremendous
blessing for us. Our preaching, we had to preach into our church about Christ
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going to Isaiah for the Church to reflect the Kingdom of God. Our messages
became very much centred around the Kingdom of God. What is the Kingdom
of God? The Kingdom of God is very practical. It's involved in peace; it's
involved in land issues; its involved in housing; it's involved in the poor and
the oppressed. And the Church of God is not the Kingdom. The Church is the
vehicle to inaugurate the Kingdom and to promote the Kingdom. And, um, so
we became very much talking about the Kingdom of God and preparing ... so
that we would become [inaudible], the disciples of the Kingdom.
(535)
And so we saw the Church as preparing people to go out into this kind of
situation; to become relevant with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, but with the
love and compassion of God and being relevant in society. So that has been
our main thrust through these years - right up to the elections and, um, and er,
being involved in all kinds of things - you know, being asked to speak at
funerals; being asked to speak at weddings; being asked to just come ... All
kinds of projects. So it's really got us into the community and made us
relevant. And so what has happened is that our Church has changed flavour
over the last five years.
(545)
It really has. It has become very multi-cultural. We have had to change our
whole format. At one stage we were getting over a hundred children, black
kids, walking from Chesterville. It really became quite chaotic. We couldn't
cope; we didn't have the facilities. We had to um ... And that went on for about
a year, and what happens now is that on a Saturday afternoon, some of our
people go into Chesterville. We've had to, ... we've had to adapt and adapt and
adapt. We've had to change our singing and our songs. We sing Zulu songs.
We have now and again, we have interpretation. Um, we um, want to see the
church as ... so our church is consisting of the rich, the poor, the squatters and
the educated people, all of the races. We also went into the Indian
community that had set up there in Bonella, rather poor people and some of
those families are coming to the church now.

(564)
And we felt that we had to actually to go and because the government had
separated us so beautifully in the apartheid regime, it was very difficult to get
integration. We encouraged our domestic servants to come and join house
groups, so that our house groups ... they would became part of the house
groups [inaudible] not just have black meetings and white meetings. And that
has been, also, a great adaptation for the black people and many of them over
the years have become strong in the Lord and have become very much part of
the church. And we are carrying on in that mode. And we are learning. We
have made many mistakes, we've had to change. But we've learnt a lot.
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(578)
And now that the elections have come and gone and we are facing this whole
new area now - where does the Church go because it's as if now we are, we are
moving into a whole new realm. And we believe more than ever that the
Church has got to bring the gospel of Jesus Christ into the ... , into this
vacuum. The issues that we have been fighting for, have now been achieved
almost, although there is much more to go and we will continue to hold on to
those issues. But we are looking to the Church now to become more powerful
and to witness that we are believing in God and wanting to call out His Spirit
again and that we are going to see, er, you know, the power of God in action [inaudible] signs, inaudible miracles, preaching the Gospel because everybody
must, we believe come to know the Lord, Jesus Christ.
(596)
So again, our emphasis is busy having to be changed, and we are looking
again now at what ... What next? What now? You know. Where do we go
from here? So Glen, that's, that's our vision, you know. That's where we've
come from.
(599)
GT:

That's great. Can I just ask you, what was the reaction from the Westville
Borough, the municipality, to such large numbers from Chesterville and other
areas coming in?

DP:

We had very, um, positive response. In fact, one of the exciting things we
found was that as we approached the Mayor of Westville, who was then Mr
Eddie Alcock, he was extremely co-operative, and we were speaking a lot of
[inaudible] we want some land down there in the greater Cato Manor region.
We began to explain to him what we were wanting and he, in fact, began to
liaise with us, and ask us if we could put him in touch with some of the leaders
in Chesterville. He in fact,um ... and we did that. We had many delegations
from Chesterville coming to sit in the Council Chambers of the Westville
Municipality and we would mediate ... We would sit there as a church,
mediating.
(615)
And then Mrs Nicky Armstrong, who is now the new mayor, asked us about
two months ago if we could broker a meeting and bring the new Chesterville
Residents' Association guys and meet with her and some of
(621)
her councillors. Which we did and it was a very positive meeting, where the
Chesterville people were able to really voice their problems and their needs,
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and Mrs Armstrong and the other Councillors could give their point of view.
And it ended up on a very positive note. And this is and ongoing thing. So
from that point of view, it has been extremely exciting to see that the church
has actually being called on by the councillors to actually try and bring this
together. And that's an ongoing thing. Locally, we've found that we did have
some problems. Um, er, the sc.hool that we meet in, have been wonderful
actually, but we realized that we just did not have the capacity. We don't have
enough classrooms for the Sunday Schools and there were incidence of
vandalism here and there. There were odd incidence of theft and we had to
obviously, just.. .. deal with that.

(640)
But generally, what's been positive ... some of our members in our church's,
the white people, have, you know, found it a little difficult to deal with, and
um, and some of them felt that they couldn't go along with this vision. But,
um, and we understood. We understood this, you know. And um ... But the
reaction from the authorities has been positive. I can't think of a single
incident, really, where we've had some real problems, or people have really
insulted us. It's really been a great education for the people within the church,
so people within the church, that have had to really, adjust and have had to
sacrifice. It's been a great sacrifice.
(658)
Because we've had to really sacrifice a lot of our white, western ways of
worship, our western ways of doing things in order to accommodate ... you
know, what we call a fusion of the cultures - the cultures fusing together. And
we can learn from the black people incredibly much. I mean their exuberance,
their singing, their music, their humility is magnificent. They are so rich in
their culture and of course, they are learning from us. And of course , we must
sift out all the demonic things, all the things that are wrong and try and we see
the Kingdom of God, is this multi-cultural, beautiful rainbow people. You
know, coming together with their cultures.
(673)
But it is a tremendous adjustment inaudible. But, we have had no real
problems, in fact, we've only had positive response from them, because, I
think, they've all seen that the writing's on the wall and they'd better, you
know, the municipality better get it's act together. They'd better get in line
because soon many of these black guys from Chesterville are actually going to
be on the same ... sitting in the same government as they are ... in the same
chambers as they are, you know, and they've been very open. So we've been
blessed [inaudible].
GT:

Just to reiterate [inaudible] you've been saying about '89 that there was
a change?
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(685)
DP:

Yes, we began to re-evaluate our whole vision. Re-evaluating. We were ...
Because as I said the Charismatic Renewal and we ... we are, and we continue
to be, you know,what we believe, charismatic. But it was very individualistic
and very much, you know ... know, the thing and we, er, um., tried to
eliminate a lot of that because we saw the Church Corporate as ... and that
everybody had a part to play in it. It's not just "Me and Jesus". It's "Us"
together. But this whole thing on the social/political spectrum was a whole
new ball-game. And there again we needed everybody together. You know, we
had to present the vision, the Word of God had to come forth to try and
educate the people, you know.
(703)
I remember taking the people away to a camp, where they camp, and we put
many questions to them. There was quite a reaction from the people, you
know. Has the Kingdom of God got anything to do with colour? Has the Spirit
of God ... what colour is the Spirit of God? Can Christians engage in civil
disobedience? We had ... we had seminars and that and all this kind of stuff, ,>
you know. And, er, so that was the beginning of the education ...
(714)

END OF SIDE A

SIDEB
[ Recording at half-speed - inaudible (000 -191 )]
(191)
DP:

... No, it's not just a professional relationship, it's not that: "Well, now we
belong to this thing that gives us credibility and now we can sort of all go to
the conferences." It's more than that for us. It's a relationship thing , where
men recognize one another, where we dialogue together and where we really
care for one another. We find ourselves meeting quite a few men who feel very
lonely, you know, they actually belong to a particular organization for
anything. But, really, there is no reality ofrelationship where they are really
being covered?, where they're really, you know, really being looked after etc.
So for us, um, it's er, a relational thing, but where we recognize that sitting
amongst us we are men, and we recognize as prophetic men, men who are
teachers. So when we have a conference, we will use these men and we will,
um, we will submit to their ministry, as such, and we recognize their ministry.
But besides that, we're just a team of fellows, team of guys who just enjoy
being together, er, and um, as I say there, um, we, um vie away from
professionalism you know: that this is the apostle, and this is the prophet.
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(206)
No, we recognize those things, but basically we are a bunch of men that God
has knitted together and we want to draw from one another and build
something together. We all have a local Church as the model, you know, we
must have a model. We must have something we can say: "Come and see
what we've got. This is what we are doing, come and have a look." And then ...
So we are not just floating around on some translocal circuit and that we have
a model we all come out from that, and then we v,,ill relate on a translocal
basis and so we will find that we will get an invite, um, you know, um, "Dave,
bring a team of men or women and come and spend a weekend in
Bloemfontein with us and bring with us." And so, there will be an interaction
between us. And during the year we will have various conferences and we will
set up various events. In July, we're having a very good event called, Sons of
[inaudible] for five days [inaudible] to our campsite.
(218)
We will circulate all our churches and there will be five days of fellowship,
teaching, living together for the members of the church. So like many other
streams, you know, we will have those things. But at the core of it, is a group
of men, with their wives who are really knitted together in heart and in vision,
you know, and we speak into one another's lives. We try and help one another
in the ministries and that. So it's not just a back-patting exercise we're all j ust
in one another's fan club, you know: "You're a great guy."
(225)
No, we believe that every man has weaknesses. There's a 20 per cent factor in
everyone's life that needs to be helped, and so we can get to a place in the
relationship where we can really speak to one another and help one another to
grow in the Lord. And that's, that's good. Because all leadership - we've got to
be accountable, we've got to be responsible. I am not just in Westville here just
doing my own thing, right? I can't get away with my own thing because I will
soon be found out by my brothers out there, you know: "Old Dave Philips, he
is getting up to some funny business." These guys will soon know about it.
And so it gives me protection covering and responsibility and accountability.
So that's how this translocal [inaudible] ministries works and, of course, it
goes, goes beyond South Africa. And then in Britain there's the Bryn Jones
team and then in America there will be apostles and guys and inaudible there
and so it becomes a network and we hope, to the ends of the earth. And we are
believing that all these apostles and these big men of God will begin to relate
together.
(239)
And this is happening. I know that Bryn Jones, himself, this year particularly,
has given himself to bringing other men into the, um, into his ... putting them
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around the churches or like he gathers his main leaders and he will get a man
from another stream to come and share heart [inaudible]. This is great and I
see that this is very positive.
(244)

We have just had a man last week from Argentina that we came into contact
with and he's got about 100 Churches that he'd established amongst the poor in
the [inaudible] of Argentina and he just came and shared with us, and he's
going around the country to all our [inaudible] guys, who relates with us. We
all put some money in - bring him out [inaudible] So now we feel we have a
link into Argentina [inaudible], a beautiful guy. So, you know, and so the
vision grows. We're all hoping we'll get a trip to South America one of these
days so, you know. So it's much bigger. Our original thing was, you know:
let's tum Westville upside down. And we are still want that. We still know that
our, er, we are the local church ... visible and we have got to express ourselves
here in WestviJ!e and- we have got to make an impact here. But it's much
bigger, you know, than Westville and this only comes through the apostolic,
prophetic vision, you know.
(255)

GT:

No.That explains, ja, the whole of the Church operates very well.

DP:

Yes.

GT:

Thank you. Can I just get back to Westville Christian Fellowship as a Church
itself. And um lately there's a lot of talk within government [inaudible] things
about women and women's rights and things.
(261)
I would just like to ask, what is the role of women within Westville Christian
Fellowship. You mentioned those husband and wife teams. Is that the
concept? Um ...

DP:

Yes. Glen, we have always seen that women have a crucial role. Women have
always played a crucial role in the church. I think, my wife and I, Sandy and I,
we really do move together as a team and um, we, when I say use the women,
in fact, in our church, I'd say, that although I wouldn't say there's a
preponderance of women, but our women are very, very strong in ministry and
very strong in commitment and in many ways, you know, they overshadow, in
some ways, actually over shadow the men in their zeal and in their actual
sensitivity and whatever else. And so, our heart is to release the women. For
example, as I say, a bunch of women have been asked to go to Zambia and we
raised money and we say "Praise God", you know, "send them to Zambia". As
far as local Church government goes, is concerned, we're happy to have
women deacons. We do not, at this point in time. And that's ... in fact, the
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apostles right now, are doing a paper on the role of women and I'm expecting
to hear - I'm not quite sure what to expect. But these guys are always open,
you know and to really look at the role of women. At the moment, we do not
see women as taking headship in the church. But if a woman is in submission
to her husband or even if she is a single woman and is really,
(282)
we know [inaudible] she is in submission to the elders, we are happy for them
to preach, to teach, to lead a house group. In fact, we've got one or two ladies
doing just that. They have the ministry, they have husbands who are beautiful
men, but the husbands don't have the gifting, like ... The husbands are quite
happy. The women actually, like, you know, carry the Word of God into the
house groups. But in other, other situations ... We have this woman, Willa
Fourie, who's full time on our staff although she's not and elder and she's not a
deacon, but we see the gifting in her, man, and we, she's doing the work of ten
men, I tell you what, you know, in that. And so, we are very positive about
the women's role in the Church. But at this moment, we do not see them, er,
we do not see them as taking headship as an Eldership role at that point, er,
you know, but I know that, as I say, the Apostolic teams are actually doing
in-depth studies on the woman's role inaudible women's scene, Ja, and ... Ja.
(296)
[inaudible] and Priscilla .. [inaudible] ministries, women deaconesses were no
problem at all. And, in fact, I think the Church needs more and more and more
to use the women. And in fact. we've just started a group, tomorrow night,
Tuesday night, I've chosen about 20 of the women that I believe, are really on
fire for God and we call it the Lydia Group. We just meet together to share ...
I need these women behind us to share our hearts in what we are looking at; to
pray for us, to actually, you know,

(303)
not all of them are preachers or teachers or anything else, but they just have a
heart. They are intercessors. And, so I believe, you know, so we've actually ...
'Cause we meet with the men, you know - we've always met with the men,
leaders. We meet with these business men and that. And I just said to Peter
van Niekerk: "Gee, it's time we actually encourage the women and we need to
share our hearts with them." And so, ja, I believe that they have a very big role
to play in the Church.

(309)
GT:

Um, Ja [inaudible] that's the social, social aspects that's, um, due to, er,
aspects now in vogue and sort of [inaudible], one or two things like that that
needs to be picked up ...
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DP:

Yes, yes.

GT:

... carry on ...

DP:

Ja,ja.

GT:

Um, You've mentioned the Church situation in Westville, I think you've gone
over that question inaudible and looked at the other ones. Could I, maybe, ask
you your impression of how the Charismatic Movement generally, in ...
especially for Durban, but even as it goes for South Africa, has developed, just
as your perception from here? Just sort of ...
(318)

DP:

Okay. I will share my heart out with you, Glen, and um, either I'm right or
wrong, you know. The interesting thing about the Charismatic Renewal is that,
you know, it never reached the Black Townships. It was amazing. We were
speaking to some our black guys and they said: "What is the Charismatic
Renewal?" They had never heard of it. So again, it was very, you know, we
didn't even realise it, but it was in the white churches, more or less. It was
really centred on um, sort of, urn, ja, the well-to-do middle classes of the white
churches basically. I don't think it touched the poor and the oppressed out
there too much. I'm talking about the black and the other townships. I ... so
that's the first thing I want to say. I see it ...
(329)
My perception is that it was a real move of God to revive His Church and to,
and ... it was the grace of God working into dense situations. I feel,
unfortunately, you know, God [inaudible] unfortunately, many of the churches
are still trying to hang onto something that is long past and they are continuing
to sing the old charismatic songs, they are continuing in the same charis ...
so-called charismatic formats, a little bit of this and a little bit of that, but we
will actually maintain our identity, will maintain our status quo, incorporating
a bit of this. You know, we've renewed, but - this far and no further, and in
many cases there are pockets of the charismatics in the churches still.
(340)
And, um, I believe, as far as ... from God's perspective, that the Charismatic
Renewal was there for us, a period of time and it is now dead and gone if, I
can say that. And the people are still trying to hang onto the bootlaces and you
know of the old Charismatic Revival. They are, they are really missing it
because God is way beyond that and I think it quite sad actually, that many
people,you know, have not moved on and they are still stuck back there, you
know. And because of the lack of the prophetic. You see, this is where the
Church must be prophetic. The Church is prophetic, people ... just some
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people who are going somewhere. They always ... there's always division.
There's always somewhere they are going, really.

(352)
You know, and the charismatics, of course, are into, you know, consistently
into their pictures and visions and this and that and you know, and the ... but a
prophetic church is always going somewhere. And we take hold of what God
has given us. I took hold of the Charismatic Renewal - I'm so grateful for it.
It's still [inaudible] in my life. That is where I learnt so much. And God did so
much in my life. But I take that on board. I take on all ... the whole thing on
apostles and prophets and [inaudible]. We've preached that for years, you
know. But that's, even now, we've taken that on board and then we took on
board the whole justice and righteousness theme. We've got to go on. So for
me, the Church must always be charismatic.
(362)
I mean that's just the nature of the Church, and the charisma, the gift
[inaudible] it's got to be charismatic. But to call us a Charismatic Church or a
Pentecostal Church or a Faith Church - no, the Church is the Church. And part
of the Church is that it must be charismatic; it's got to be full of the faith; it's
got to be exercising justice and righteousness. Jesus said: "The anointing is
upon Me." That is the charisma of God to preach the good news; to lift up the
downtrodden, you know; to accept the captive free; to give recovery of sight
to the blind. These ·are practical things. And if we are stuck in some
super-spiritual charismatic, you know, kind of airey-fairy and we are not
actually walking it out on the ground, then we are missing it.
(373)

,
I

The Kingdom of God is very practical and we need the power of God. We
need the char ... the charisma of God because even with our work in the
townships and that, these people need Jesus Christ. They need healing, they
need, they need the power of God and, you know, we are praying for that:
"God give us the power". Because we come across desperate cases there. We
can feed them with food and we can encourage them with words, but, they
need the Holy Spirit in their lives. So the char... you know, we know that. But
it's intensely practical. And ... so, I believe the Charismatic, in that sense, is
dead and gone, you know.
(384)
And that was a fantastic period which touched the white community to equip
us to lift up the downtrodden and to do all that the Church wants, you know,
it was with God's grace. So people say, "Are you a charismatic Church?" Yes,
I hope we are charismatic. "Are you a Faith Church?" Yes, I hope that we have
got faith. "Are you a Word based Church." Yes, I hope so, you know. "But are
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you just and righteous, and that?" Well, I hope so, you know. And so, the
Church has this wonderful spectrum and ... um ... er. And the charismatic is
part of it. But that was just a period of time, you know. Sad that people are still
trying to hang onto that without going forward.

(394)
When you say then, the Charismatic Renewal as such, ended in the early '80's,
you made about the same time that the Westville Christian ...
Yes .
... Fellowship was formed around ..
Yes, in our experience.
GT:

Your experience...

DP:

Interesting. I was talking to this man from Argentina. He said exactly the
same. They had incredible out ... about this time, amazing things were
happening in some of the denominational churches. He said 'cause many of the
churches were dead.

(399)
He said even the Pentecostal Church was dead, you know, in Argentina and
they had this thing. But he said much of that was actually in decline at the
moment although they are ... there is quite a renewal and a revival, it's a
revival we are trying to latch onto now, you know; that we believe in God; that
we are on the brink of a wave that's going to come through. But it's not the
Charismatic. That was just a fore-taste. Ja, I believe, as you said, in the early
'80's we felt that in the Church, you know. We were so despondent, so
frustrated because we knew that God had done something marvellous. But
people did not, you know. And, if the people did not want to go on, well, that
was their decision We wanted it to. We really wanted to go on. And I believe
that's where it faded. It just faded, and faded, and faded till it was no longer
any [inaudible]. But it impacted hundreds of lives. Many of those people that
were in it that, now are in our church and in other churches like yours, and
many of them have become leaders all over the place, you know. Come out of
that.
(416)
GT:

Maybe into the last question that we can look at ... [inaudible] the theology of
the Charismatic Movement, as we talking was ... as we understand, it's pretty
diverse and ... in that aspect. Maybe, just briefly, er, just ... just a central, not
theme, but a central notion that you could give, a sort of a definition of what
we would call a theology or what is the informing princilpes behind would be
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in the Charismatic Movement and more particular, the Westville Christian
Fellowship? We've b~::i speaking about it [inaudible).

(425)

t

f
I'

DP:

Are you saying: How did it actually [inaudible]

GT:

How did it develop and what is it? You know. How inaudible and say this is it.
Which is maybe, maybe ... difficult.

DP:

The Charismatic Renewal was a major move of God which I'm just so grateful
for. I believe that it equipped and prepared God's people for the next phase of
ministry. And our church has benefited immensely from the Charismatic
Renewal because many of the people that were ... whose lives were totally
changed, who had come out of a religious, formal church experience came into
life. And many of those people spilled out of the old wine skins into the new
wine skins that God has ... Renewal.

(442)

I
I

You know, one of the wine ... in fact, that's one of the things that we are
saying now, for goodness sake, we don't want to become an old wine skin
GT:

Right.

DP:

Because we were a brand-new wine skin and many other churches at that point
in time became brand-new. And the wine spilled out, thank God. God brought
the new wine and it spilled out. And so, we just are so grateful to God for the
Charismatic Renewal because it prepared people, equipped people and
renewed them and actually propelled them out into the new things that God
was doing. And our Church was one of the beneficiaries of the Charismatic
Renewal.

(453)
GT:

[inaudible] Then we are looking at the role of the Holy Spirit ifl could ...

DP:

Yes.

GT:

... define it ...

DP:

Yes.

GT:

... in a very simple ...

DP:

Absolutely.

GT:

... [inaudible] ... Holy Spirit .... in Renewal and in the Restoration ...

C
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DP:

Yes.

GT:

... if I have followed you correctly from what we were talking about earlier.
(456)

DP:

Yes. Yes. The Charismatic Renewal was all about, yes, the role of the Holy
Spirit. A fresh relationship with the Holy Spirit and who He is and His impact
on the lives um, ... Ja, wn, that's what it was about. As I've said, you know, the
restoration of the Church, it seemed ,as if, the, um, ... as if the focus, when I
say the focus, but God's focus, swung from the
(467)
Spirit and it was always the Spirit in the Word of God working together and
with the Faith Movement, the Word of God became central.

GT:

Right.

Do:

You know, not to negate, because the Word of God has got to be impregnated··
with the Holy Ghost and, you know, it's got to be, you know, the Word of
God, the Living Word. "Jesus said: "My words are Spirit, and they are Life."
It's not a dead theology, its, it's living. So, but the Word was imbued with
Power and it was the Word of God. And then, when the Restoration came and
the Word and the apostles and prophets, the actual focus swung to the
government of the Church because the Kingdom of God is all about
government. So we have the Holy Spirit, we have the Word. You look at the
Word and the Government of God is not some formal, dead, professional
thing. It is a living organism.
(480)
Man filled with the Holy Ghost. Apostles, men who can build something:
prophets, men who have the inspired Word of God; evangelists, pastors,
teachers so that the Church is a living organism to equip the people and to
send them out into the World. So it has been fascinating to see how the Spirit
and the Word and then the government of God, you know, all-inclusive
coming in and out of that the prophetic thrust of the Church into the social
events of the day, so that the Church becomes relevant. But,ja, the Holy spirit
is still very central. We cannot run the Church without the presence of God,
without the Holy Spirit, and, um, and yet, it's the Word and the Spirit working
(496)
in this prophetic company of people that are going to produce the end-type
Church which Jesus Christ said he'd build ... [inaudible]. I think people, and I
mean, I, we're all seeking the Holy Spirit all the time, but people can get so
locked into the Holy Spirit experience. That's just what I want to ... you know.

I

I
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Yes, it's all about the Holy Spirit, the Charismatic was ... But it's more than
that because Father, Son, Holy Spirit, the trinity, the unity, trinity of God has
got to be encapsulated together in this expression of Church that we are
supposed to be the evidence of the trinity; unity of God; the Father; the
government. He is the president. The Word. The Son of God. The Spirit of
God is the power of the God-head. He makes the Word visible, wonderful.
(512)
It's no use us preaching, preaching empty words and saying it's great to have
apostle - there's got to be a visibility. It's got to be fleshed out. And it's the
Spirit, so, you know, the Church bas got to express the unity of the trinity:
Father, Son, Holy Spirit. And I think we have got to be careful that we don't
neglect the Father, you know. And as we worship the Son, the Holy Spirit
comes in because, it's as we exalt Jesus Christ, that the Holy Spirit is released
into our thing.
(522)
I think we have to be careful that we don't just worship the Holy Spirit. But we
are all seeking His presence. And it's as we love Jesus Christ more and more
and begin to hs-.~a revelation of the Trinity, the Father, the Son ... And the
Church must be full of expression - the government of God; the Word of God;
the Spirit of God. The unity coming in - this amazing unity. But when the
brethren did well together and [inaudible] the Lord's commands the blessing.
It's only as we build according to the pattern of apostles, prophets in this
fivefold ministry, that this unity can be expressed. I don't know how God's
going to do it.
(532)
But in sharing these things with you, Glen, you know, and with people in other
churches, and keeping our hearts open, who knows, God can bring this mighty
Church together. And our heart is not to become an exclusive, competitive
little bunch of people. That's not our hearts. But we do want to build
according to the pattern. We don't want to just compromise. We don't just
want to, you know, have a superficial unity with people because it's the right
thing to do, you know. These ecclesiastical ... what's it called when these guys
meet together, you know, just for the sake of unity? It's got to be built on the
right foundations. And it's got to be built according to the pattern, you know.
And we want to do that.
(545)
And we see the Church as being an expression of, as I say, the trinity, unity of
God and then it will be ... then it will really take the world. People will see,
they will come. They will receive Jesus Christ [inaudible].
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GT:

[inaudible] thanks so much, that's very [inaudible]. Is there anything you'd like
to add? Or to ... ?

DP:

No, I think what as I said at the end, that's our heart, you know.

GT:

Great!

DP:

TO see the church come into unity and to do it right.

END OF INTERVIEW

