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TAPE TRANSCRIPTION • 
r f 

1.SUBJECT of Interview: INDIAN INDIGENOUS CLERGY in NATAL. 

2.INTERVIEWEE/S CELIA NAIDOO & Fr. REGGIE SHUNMUGAM. 

3.0CCUPATION: CELIA= Indian lay person. 
REGGIE= Indian Oblate Priest. 

4.ADDRESS: CELIA= St. Antony Catholic Church. 
REGGIE= Talbot House. 

5 . RELIGION/DENOMINATION: Both Christians/Catholic. 

6.INTERVIEWER Bro. Roy Aloysius Hamalyang'ombe omi. 
(St.Joseph's Theo. Inst.) 

7.PLACE/S of INTERVIEW: St.Antony Parish & Talbot House. 

8.DATE/S of INTERVIEW: 13th. & 16th . September, 1994. 

9.LENGTH of TIME: CELIA= 30 min. 
REGGIE= 50 min. 
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TAPE 1 TRANSCRIPTION 

I had two interviews of both catholic 
lay person (Celia Naidoo) and the 
(Reggie Shunmugam). Celia's interview 
followed by Reggie. Both interviews 

other, a 
was the 
are in 

first half of side A of the tape is an 
Celia, while the second half of side A 
side B of the tape is Reggie. 

Indians. One a 
catholic priest 
first one, then 
one tape. The 

interview with 
and part of 

In my transcription, 
Celia's interview, but I 
of Fr. Reggie. 

I shal 1 not 
will only do 

concentrate on 
the transcription 

TRANSCRIPTION for Fr. REGGIE SHUNMUGAM'S INTERVIEW 

Before I started to interview Fr. Reggie, I gave and 
asked him the areas I wanted him to tell me about the 
Catholic Indian Indigenous Clergy in South Africa and 
Natal to be in par-ticular. 

Her-e 
before 

are some 
I star-ted 

of the questions which I 
recording the interview: 

had asked him 

his family 
whether he 

back ground. 
was born into the christian family or a 

convert? 
what influenced him to enter the ministry 

priesthood and when? 
how was the training like and 
was he accepted by the Indian 

where did 
community 

he 
and 

of the 

do it? 
also by 

other christian communities? 
did others enter the ministry 
which language did he minister? 
why did he work? and how did 

before and after him? 

there? 
was his ministry effective? If 

did you influence or produce 
ministry? 

he 

so, 
to 

end up 

how many 
the same 

what were the positive and negative feelings 
indigenisation among the Indians? 

if indigenisation did 
missionaries willing 
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more 
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Indian? 

being 

people 
kind of 

towards 

foreign 



WHAT IS IN THE TAPE? 

Fr. Reggie 
and most of 
Hindu, while his 

number three 
Hindu. His 
Pentecostal. 

Shunmugam is 
his family are 

father was a 

in the 
mother 

family 
was a 

The first few years which he can remember is that, 
he went to the Pentecostal Church and then he went to 
St. Theresa's primary school where he was introduced 
to catholicism. Because of this introdution, Reggie grew 
up in the catholic environment. Even though he was 
brought up us a catholic, he still have strong ties 
among his family of the Hindus. He still relates to them 
very well. 

His turning point in his life, although he did not 
think of priesthood, he can not really point out 
clearly, but what he can say is that, he was involved 
in the church e.g. in the Y.C.W. as a president, youth 
representative in the parish council, and in the 
committee of compassion. He was basically influanced by 
four priests. The first one was Fr. Gabriel (the first 
Indian priest to de ordained in this conutry), Frs. John 
Patterson omi, Goerge pervis omi, and a marrianhill father , 
Fr. Kesmier. All these priests are catholics. 

would probably be the time 
vocation workshop at Redacres 

and few other priests. He felt 
what he wanted him to do. 

Reggie's turning point 
when he did his week-end 
with Fr. John Patterson 
God was calling him to 

After this feeling of being called by 
entered the Oblate Novitiate in Germiston in 
then then did the scholastics training at St. 
Cedara. He was ordained to the priesthood in 
this stage, he thinks in this country there 

God~ 
1969. 

Joseph's 
1976. 

were 

he 
He 
in 
At 

five 
Indian catholic priests. Four were Oblates and one was a 
Redemptorist. All these priests are South Africa born. 
After Reggie, there are are two other p r iests who came 
and one Oblate student who is still at Cedara studing. 
With the other congregations he was not sure. 

THE END OF THE ANSWERS 
FOR THE GENERAL QUESTIONS ASKED PREVIOUSLY 
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OTHER QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS IN THE TAPE 

Question: 
Are 

□t-dained or 
going down? 

Ans: 

you 
to 

getting more 
enter religious 

Indians 
life or 

now 
the 

to be 
number is 

No. I don't think there is a remarkeble swift or that 
a political situation have affected us on our entering 
to the ministry or religious life. I don't think the 
social economic situation stopped the Indians from 
entering into this ministry. 

Ques: 
Since you joined, what kind of job were you doing? 

Ans: 
The first eleven years, I was working in the English 

speaking environment in the parish. I also worked with 
the Indians and coloured community. I worked for a brief 
while among the Zulu community, but my zulu, was 
terrible, and its still terrible. For this reason, I did 
not last too long. I also worked again among the whites 
community in Camperdown. For the past seven years, I 
have been involved fulltime at Talbot House ministering 
to the alcholics. 

Ques: 
Before 

that you 
speaking 

we came to this Talbot House, you mentioned 
were working among the English and Zulu 

communities, can you tell me more about this? 

Ans: 
I 

for 
work 

Ques: 

did 
about 
was 

work abit in 
si:-: months 

a part-time 

the 
among 

job. 

English speaking 
the zulus. All 

community 
in all, 

What ~~as the 
ministering, whether 
an Indian yourself? 

reaction 
be Indians, 

of the people 
coloureds etc. 

you 
as you 

Ans: 
No pr--oblem. 
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Ques: 
They accepted such things? 

Ans: 
Yes. I 

comfortable 

Ques: 

encountered 
with that. 

no problems and I was very 

Before you came to Tablot House, what other kinds of 
ministries were you involved in? 

Ans: 
Involved 

since 1979 
I was 

tt-ibunal 
in 

in 
the 

Durban . 
diocese, in the marriage 

Ques: 
How were 

tribunal ? Did 
you picked or got 

someone just came 
involved 
to say, 

in 
take 

the marriage 
this job? 

Ans: 
I was asked by 

Then I was g i ven an 
was it. I also got 
the council of 

the vicar 
obedience 

elected to 
priests. My 
believe alcoholics, that I 

God, I had no interest . 
was 

general, but I said no. 
to the ministry a n d that 
represent the priests in 

involvement with the 
by the intervation of 

In Cedara it was the last thing I thought of when I 
left St . Joseph ' s. But with Fr . Bill Smith, I l earned to 
be a priest in the real sense in my f i rst year of 
ordination since he was my pastor, and one of the 
assignments he gave me was that, I should be the chaplain 
to the Alcoholics. And I said, it was oky . 

Ques: 
How 

Talbot 

Ans : 

did you 
House? 

begin all this what is going 

There are a number of factors involved: 

on here at 

the Archbishop Hurl e y wanted the Capuchins to get 
a parish which is near St. Joseph's to send the students 
there. So t h e parish which I was working in (St. Antony) 
was chosen to be given to the capuchins. Then the 
Arc hbishop realised that he had not yet spoken to me 
about my futur e and he was not sure were to sen d me. 

Then he 
alcoholics. 

remembered 
I moved out 
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in 1985. 
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Then 
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asked me whether I was 'kin' to 
the alcoholics? I said sure, why 
year-s to 
two years 

Ques: 

establish the place and 
of finding the place, I 

house, 
when the 

establishing this 
of the others 

do the ministry with 
not, and it took two 

the house. Dur-ing these 
r-esided at Inchanga. 

After 
or feeling 
come and 
Oblates or-

do this ministry. Positive 
other priests? 

what was the 
bishop asked 
or negative 

response 
you to 
to the 

Ans: 
Fr-om the Oblate point of 

who suppor-ted it, but there 
not. At this stage, its 
the dir-ection and many of 
but doing parish work. 

view, there were fair number-
was a great number who did 

because LIS Oblates have lost 
LIS see ourselves as nothing 

At the moment I don't see anybody 
of such a ministry as 

There was resistance especially 
parishes without pr-iests. This 

run by the Oblates, but also 
a gr-eat advantage however the 

who 
it 

doesn't see 

the need 
begining. 
so many 
directly 
There is 

it. from 

QL1es: 

was in the 
since there were 
project i s not 

by the diocese . 
Oblates benefit 

While 
your most 
mentioned? 

you were 
projects 

What were 

staying 
apart 

in the parishes, what 
from what you have 

encouraging the community you 

were 
already 
to do'7 

Ans: 
small Christian communities which broke 

clinks which were just about to star-t . I 
education and got other people from the 

job of instructing. 

I established 
out the small 
did pre- marriage 
parish to do the 

I was involved in councelling 
was also the vice-dean of the 
and unfortunately, the dean was 

and at that stage, I 

was no more communication with 
run and communicate with the 
running the deanary myself. 

Dues: 

Pietermarizburg deanary, 
stack somewhere and there 
the bishop, then I had to 
bishop amd I ended up 

While you 
number of 

who were 
good 
people 
ministry? 

were still young, you were 
priests mentioned above, 

also inspired by you 

inspired 
were they 

in your 

by a 
young 

own 
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Ans: 
I am not sure . What I can say is that, 

many recommendations of the young men and 
to the religious life and priesthood. 
whether I was involved directly. 

Ques: 

I had 
women 

I'm not 

written 
to go 

sure 

that you Later on you mentioned 
in your background, what 
towards you joining the 
family and they are 

were -your 
priesthood 

your friends? 

come from 
relatives' 
in the 

What 

the Hindu 
feelings 

Christian 
is your 

relationship together now? 

Ans: 
One of the things about the Indians is that, they are 

not like other christians in general, they are tolerate, 
and extremely respective of other persons beliefs. They 
were very happy and no problem especially when i t came 
to the question of celibacy, since the Hindu have no 
celibacy or in other wards they have another way of 
understanding it. 

I did live with my uncle and they respected my 
beliefs and they made sure I observed my believes e.g. 
the eating of meet on friday . They can not ask me to 
do their own things and neither did I have to ask them 
to do mine . 

Ques: 
In Indian parishes where there are non Indian 

priests, is that Indian community not in 
their own Indian indigenous priest? What 
towards the non Indian and their feeling 
Indain priest? 

Ans: 

need of having 
is their feeling 

of having an 

They have no problem, as long as he serves their 
needs . However, there are certain cultural things which 
they would prefer either myself or an other Indian 
priest for they know that, we are the only ones who can 
listen to it. They only need an indigenous priest on 
execption. For them, a priest is a priest. They may have 
an Indian, but if he does not serve their needs, they 
would prefer to have even a non-indigenous. 

Ques: 
Coming 

touch with 
back to Talbot House, 

places, and 
these people 

countries? 
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adver-tise t his place? 

Ans : 
We 

t he 
know 

do not advertise. 
diocesan dir-ectory 
about Talbot house. 

The 
and 

only 
all 

advertisement we 
priests in the 

have is 
diocese 

We take people from all s:i)ihts of life, racial, 
r-elig i on, age and whatsoever. Sometimes you may have a 
group of non-catholics. The communication is done by the 
word of mouth e.g. if I was helped, so I tell somebody 
else as it is the case for the two other guys who are 
here. They got the message from their brother who came 
here and they wer-e influenced by him. Everything works 
thro ugh att raction. 

Ques: 
what As an Indian priest, 

n egative things which 
and plans in all the 

are some 
and 
ideas 

you encounter-? 
ministr-y you 

of the positive 
Your visions, 

are doing? 

Ans : 
I am not sure. I think the positive and negatives 

have nothing to do wi t h the colour of the person, but 
the per-sonality of that person. Because of my personality 
and not my colour. people still call me in different 
par-ishes . I think so far, the people I ministered liked 
me and the Oblates at large. 

Ques: 
Sin ce people 

i s your feeling 
parish work for 

Ans : 

ar-e 
and 
long 

that 

calling you to their parishes, what 
response since you had been out of 

now? 

I have come her-e to fulfill my I believe, 
v ision of the 
the poorest of 
if there was 
can go for it. 

calling and that is to be available to 
the poorest 
somebody who 

Ques: 
At 

what? 

Ans: 

But 

the moment, 

I do have other 
and helping other 
catholics around this 

at the 

do you 

things 
priests 

place 

8 

in their many faces. For me, 
can take over this place, I 
moment, my ministry is here. 

like to do this job only or 

to do 
in 

come 

e.g. 
the 

here 

marriage 
par-ishes. 

for mass 

tribunal, 
The two 

on Sunday 



and because of 
at part-time. 

this, I'm still attached to parish work 

Ques: 
Are you also involved 

of Natal Province? 
in the Oblate Provincial Council 

Ans: 
Yes I do. 

Ques: 
What responsibilty do you do? 

Ans: 
Formation and health e.g. if someone is sick. 

Dues: 
To 

about 
to my 

Ans: 

conclude, maybe 
the Indians in 
research which 

there is something 
South Africa or Natal 

you know? 

I did 
of 

not ask 
interest 

Indian people have certain kind of practices. Because 
of this, some of us who are priests and those in 
religious life, we are involved in inculturation with 
them. People involved in this inculturation are Frs. Clem 
Lazarus, Albert Dankar, Karl Struve, myself and one 
holy family nun. Inculturation is on areas like the rites 
of marriage, blessing of tombstone, funeral rites and rites 
of initiation etc. 

Indians 
they have 
you need 

be very 
own ideas. 

how to 

can 
their 

to know 

difficult 
They are 

deal with 

people to 
demanding 
them. 

For them, a priest should be there whenever 
him, if not, they will not consider him to 
pt-iest. This demand has nothing to do with 
Indian priest, for them any priest is good if 
the job, but if he can not do the job, they 
tell the bishop to remove him. 

THE END OF THE INTERVIEW 

TRANSCRIPTION. 
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