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B = Interviewer : Bongisiwe Magdalene Nzama. 

T = Interviewee : Thomas Hlongwane. 

Date: 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND. 

T : My name is Thomas Hlongwane. I was born in 1945. at Orange Free State. I grew there to my 

boyhood. I went to school late because of the shortage of schools. I did not continue to study 

because of the distance we use to travel. We moved from Jakob van Reenen ( farm owner) and 

we built our own home at Bergville on another farm. There we were like tenants , not paying 

money, but working for the farm owner. From there I got a job at Cato Ridge next to 

Hammarsdale in 1967. I worked there until 1970. It was in 1970 that I first heard about the 

Gospel. In 1972 I accepted Jesus as my Lord and Saviour, when the children of God preached. 

I grew up a christian, but not yet born again. It was for the first time that I heard about the saving 

Christ and forgiveness of sins. 

B : Was it from the same church where you heard this gospel preached i.e. , the Baptist Church? 

T: Yes, we continued to be christians with my wife. 

B : On which year were you married? 

T : It was in 1969. As from 1972 I continued believing in the Lord as my Saviour and my sins were 

forgiven and I started to believe that now I am a child of God. I began to live a different life from 

that day onwards. Then I started to feel burden of preaching the Gospel and I felt the call of God 

in 1985. In January I left my work and went to study at the Union Bible Institute. 

B : Rev. who were preaching at that time? Were there blacks or whites? 

T : There were blacks. The pastor who lead me to repentance was Rev. Mngcambu of Sobantu. And 

the pastor who grew me up spiritually was Rev. Gobile of Bergville. At that time we were at 

Bergville again. I trained there and after three years I received a diploma. 

B : Rev. what made you to become a pastor? What did you realize in yourself that pushed you to 

become one?. 

T : I started to feel the continuous burden in my heart, even if I was testifying, I realized that there 

is a shortage of some kind, and also that the Bible is big and I could not explain it clearly for the 

people. I then went on to study. From there I came to lmbali to preach. Even now I am still 

feeling the burden of taking the souls to Jesus. 

B : What was the current issues at that time? I mean the political situation? 
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T : At that time, it was quiet in 1985 and it continued up until 1990 when things started to change 

politically. Although I was not informed about what was going on politically, but we were also not 

happy that certain things would result in change. 

B : What was the situation in the church? 

T : It was very quiet, and very nice. The church members were always praying, and the pastor 

preached the gospel which forgave sins, so that even the homes could be built, and live with our 

wives. With my wife we had a burden of teaching the children about God and teach them to go 

to the church. 

B : But Rev. do you have Whites in your church ? 

T : Yes, we do. 

B : How is the relationship? especially you as a pastor, how do you feel about them? 

T : Today we have a good relationship with whites because those things which made us to 

complain, we sat down and discussed them. 

B : Let me go back a little bit, when you were still at the Bible college, who were your lecturers? 

Were they black or white?. 

T : We had two blacks, and with their wives and unmarried ladies who were also teaching. 

B : So as a black, how did you feel? 

T : It was very nice, we were treating each other as children of God in such a way that if we had 

problems with the Bible, we went to them, and asked the questions, e.g. the Book of Isaiah, the 

difficult book, and the lecturers explained everything to us. 

B : Rev. were there any white students who were studying with you? 

T : No, only Blacks. 

B : Concerning the residences, how was the situation? 

T : We were having peace, it was very nice, we were having water, electricity, and it was well -

developed, but now it is more beautiful than before. 

B : Where did you start working? 

T : I started working in Pietermaritzburg ( at lmbali) 

B : When? 

T : I was supposed to start therein 1988 or 89, but I could not because there was no place to stay, 

and it was at the beginning of the violence, there was war, it was not easy, I started in 1991 up 

to 1994. 

B : When did you finish at the college? 

T : It was in 1987. 

B : And thereafter? 
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T : I was at home visiting other churches like Zulu, Mandini, Ngwelezane, etc. 

B : Were you sent by the church there? 

T : No I went on my own. 

B : when you started to prepare to work here, what happened? Did you apply or the church 

authorities decided? 

T : I did not apply, and also the church didn't send me, but I came to help the older pastor 

Hlatshwayo. 

B : Did you decide for yourself? 

T : Yes. But I was having a burden of starting a new work in the area of Mpophomeni, but I did not 

have money to start or buying a tent, so I decided to come to the old pastor. 

B : Okay now who is paying for you. Is it a church or who?. 

T : I am paid by one of the churches. 

B : Where is the one that paid you before? 

T : It is a white church in Pietermaritzburg. 

B : 0, have these churches not merged? 

T : Not yet, that is still under negotiations. Each church is still going on its own. 

B : Okay Baba, after finishing at the Bible college, is it you who asked them to pay or someone 

else? What happened? 

T : The white church decided that if I come here they will pay me. 

B : o, does that means that these two churches have a relationship although they are not yet 

merged? 

T : Yes there is a relationship. 

B : Okay, is it possible to meet and worship together? 

T: 0 , yes, it happened sometimes we go to them, and sometimes they come to us, especially after 

violence. Another thing I want to thank is that we are so friendly with each other, and they do 

not show us that they are big or greater than us. 

B : Are there any clashes, like cultural clashes? 

T : That is where the problem lies, because of the difference in our worship styles. I do not mean 

that is bad because we blacks want to be free when we worship, even when we pray, we shout. 

B : (laughed) Baba as you have said you started working after you were born again, what was the 

response of the community where you were living? 

T : Are you speaking about those I worked with ? 

B : Yes, how did they react to your mission? 

T : I can say they were happy because they had no problem with my lifestyle, but they did not know 
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how I was going to survive, my wife would leave me because of starvation. 

B : (laughing) what was her reaction. 

T : She accepted the situation, although it was hard. 

B : What about the family? 

T: Even the children accepted the situation, but not easily since they were still at school. 

B : Oh yes, then baba, as an African, when the Gospel came, were there any clashes within the 

cultures, you as an African, there comes the culture of Christianity, what happened? 

T : 

B : 

T : 

B : 

T : 

B : 

T : 

8 : 

T : 

B : 

T : 

B : 

T : 

B : 

T : 

B : 

T : 

B : 

No there was no clash at all, I listened to my Bible as it told me not to associate myself with the 

ancestor worshippers. 

Then, did you decide to stop worshipping them? 

Yes, although some people accused me of being rebellious and lost. 

Oh, you mean that the people can see a person who is lost? 

Yes they thought I was lost, and I had left my tradition , because they wanted the children to 

undergo all cultural rites, and my children did not undergo any, especially the custom of cutting. 

What do you mean by cutting? 

I do not know how it is done, but the people know it. 

So when you became a christian did you decide to stop all that? 

Yes. 

Oh I see it is well. Now how do you feel? Do you have any problem? 

Problem are there, but there is more time to live spiritual life. 

Like which problems? 

During the time of violence there were places I could not visit and preach. 

What about inside the church? 
' Inside the church there was no problem. 

Baba, do you enjoy your work, or what do you think can happen if you can go to work? 

Actually, going to work can be caused by not getting my salary, especially if it does not increase. 

But it is my wish to serve God. 

You also spoke about the old pastors, what did the people say about them, and what was going 

on with them? 

T : The people were speaking good about them, although at times they criticized them of not 

appealing to ancestors, but their lifestyle was not a thing to be criticized. 

B : Does that mean that those pastors, after accepting God, they decided not to worship the 

ancestors? 

T : Yes, because they gave their testimony on how they accepted Christ. 
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B : What other things did you decide to stop for the sake of Christ? 

T : We stopped drinking alcohol and smoking. 

B : I see smoking as a western practice. 

T : You mean cultures? 

B : Yes, the things which you see that as Zulu man, it is hard to leave them, and the things which 

make the society not to accept you as a christian man. 

T : I mean thing like , if you are married, but still you are following the sisters. 

B : Yes .... . . 

T : My life must testify now that I am no longer doing things I used to do with my peer group, and 

also lie to the ladies that I am not married. 

B : 0 , you mean to the non-christians? 

T : Yes, some were happy and some not, some non-christians even appreciated my life. 

B : Do you mean that those old pastors who were there were not accused of deviating from the 

christian life- that is, from African life to Western life? 

T : They were saying for example, "we want you to go and fetch those pastors so that they will 

explain about those lies brought to us by the white people. They came here to lie, they said this 

during the oppression of the blacks, where they say wh ites oppressed us when we were looking 

at the Bible and they took over our economy. 

B : Now, baba, having worked, do you realize any change in the socio-economic life, places to stay, 

how do you find these in the church? 

T : Accommodation is the most problematic thing , it was better when I was working in 1967 -85. I 

remember that some of the factories were closed down. So the standards of economy is very 

low, I also believe that too much robbery is caused by unemployment. 

B : Baba, as black pastors are having problems, do the same problems exist among the white 

pastors, blacks are experiencing? 

T : Although I am not well informed, the white pastors I have visited do have places to stay. 

B : What do you think makes them to have houses, and you not, if you are pastors of the same 

church? 

T : It is no easy to respond to that question because we live the same life, buy food from the same 

shop. It is hard to explain. 

B : These are problems, baba, do you have anything which can tell me concerning your work, 

maybe to encourage other people to join the Baptist Church? 

T : What I can say is that even problems are there, but I thank God that He has blessed me so 

much as a person who have six children, I remember that the first one who was in standard 8 
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at that time I was called, continued schooling until he passed matric. He worked after that, but 

later continued to the university of Durban-Westville. 

B : Okay, Baba, as you are a pastor, how is your relationship with other ministers? 

T : It is very nice for us especially here in Maritzburg. 

B : What about places like Transvaal or other places? 

T : It is not easy especially we are divided as I have said before, there is a Baptist Convention 

Baptist Union, because we are not seeing things with same way. 

B : Baba, what were you before? 

T : We were Baptist Convention, and we did thing differently from the Baptist Union. 

B : Do others left behind? 

T : Yes there are those who left. 

B : What made you to be divided? 

T : Although I can't speak it clearly, but there was a problem of treating blacks and whites badly in 

the assembly. 

B : Baba, I mean what divided you with me with the names you have? 

T : 0 , you mean now, as what make us to be named like this? There was a need for us to form one 

church, but because of disagreements we became divided. 

B : 0 you became divided? 

T : Yes we separated. 

B : Please tell me what happened. 

T : It was like this,there are blacks who remained in the Baptist CONVENTION, AND Also others 

who left to the Baptist Union. The same happened with some Whites as well. 

B : Okay, so it means both blacks and whites are present in both groups. Is it? 

T : Yes, although Baptist Convention has few whites. 

B : Okay, who were ill-treating each other, is it the pastors or the congregants, or who? 

T : It was more of misunderstandings, we did not agree. If one of us go to the whites, he could see 

that he was not welcomed, and that caused the separation. 

B : Baba, that is what I want to get, as I have said that we are writing history, you just that you were 

not seeing things in the same manner, what are those things that divided you? 

T : Other blacks complained that if you visit the houses of the whites, you can never be allowed to 

sit in their rooms, nor sleep there, nor even going to their toilets. As a black they will send you 

to a black area, the same they did with th,e coloureds and Indians. The complaint was that if we 

are one church , children of the same God, but if I associate myself with a white, whom I think 

he is my brother, but he moves away and distances himself from me, what does that mean? 
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8 : Do you mean the white brothers? 

T : Yes. 

B : Is that what lead to the separation? 

T : Yes, blacks started to complain that they were being discriminated against by whites. 

B : Are the pastors also treat each other like that? 

T : I can say, because I notice that when we meet as church leaders. 

B : Oh yes, if things are like this, do you think there is any hope of the two groups to merge? 

T : Oh yes, especially here in Natal, I do not think so in other areas. Here in Natal there is a big 

hope, as we have endless meet ings, where we all come together. 

B : In these meetings, do you treat each other well? 

T : Oh yes, as a result you cannot even differentiate between a Baptist Convention and Baptist 

Union. 

B : So now what is still dividing you? 

T : I think Satan also likes to intervene as an uninvited guest, and drive us to different directions, 

which end up in conflicts. 

B : But it actually means that you were divided because of the skin colour? 

T : Yes , it was the skin colour. 

B : Now where is the old pastor you worked with sometimes ago? 

T : He is in Bergville, and he is Rev. Gobile. 

B : Do you know when did he start the work? 

T : Although I am not sure of the exact date, I would guess it was in 1967 in Bergville. 

B : Okay. 

T : When we came from the Orange Free State we found him preaching about the saving Christ , 

something we did not know before, what we knew was that if you go to church, you have to pray 

for your sins. He said there is repentance and forgiveness of sins, and we saw that as a new 

thing. He was also speaking about the ancestors.We felt that this person want us to leave our 

ancestors. We used to come back home angry, but I remember in 1972, during the Easter where 

we were meeting. He preached and asked if the ancestors were there of not. We said Yes, but 

he pretended as if he agreed with us, only to discover that he wanted to read the Bible to 

counteract what we said. After that he preached and my heart was so moved that we all gave 

our lives to Jesus, and we went forward to the altar to accept Him. My life changes as from that 

day. 

B : Baba, I am sorry to go back a little bit, do you still remember well when this separation take 

place? 

8 



T : It was around 1986 until 1990. 

B : 0 , it is just now? 

T : Yes. 

B : Yes, Rev. when you join, were they still together or already separated? 

T : I joined after the separation, and I joined the Baptist Union of Whites. 

B : Are there any whites who left the Baptist Convention to join the Baptist Union? 

T : Actually I am not sure as a person who never attend the Convention where the Union come 

from. 

B : Okay, thank you, Rev. Oh, you said you did not continue with your studies, so which class did 

you end up with? 

T : Oh because of farms we were staying far from the school, so I ended up in standard 2. 

B : Oh, I see, as whites have got money, and their children are educated, how do they treat you as 

an uneducated person? 

T : The ones we have treat us very well, but we have to improve our education so that we can be 

able to communicate with them. 

B : I think I must thank you again. 

T : Thank you also, I hope I spoke well. I hope that you also spoke well. 
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Assessment of social structure of the interview situation 

The house was small, in a way that I did my interview in the kitchen. 

the pastor was also having some questions as what are we going to do with the information? 

This question was clarified before on the day of introduction, but it seems pastor Hlongwane 

was anxious that he may speak something against the White church which pays for him. 

Pastor Hlongwane asked that as pastors we need to pray, so we prayed even for the second time . So, 

during the day of my interview I had to pray before I start. 

NON-VERBAL SIGNS 

The man was humble. That humbleness was not clear whether he was 
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