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Rev. Sibeko could you tell me briefly about yourself, 

including your family background? 

Sibeko: I have been born and bred in Lesotho. I am coming from 

a christian family background . I am from a family of six 

children. I am 31 years of age. During my matric year at 

school I realised God ' s calling and respond positive 

towards it . In 1986 I enrolled myself at the Fedsem/ 

Pietermaritzburg and obtained my Diploma in Theology and 

of 1988. Between 1989-1990 I prepared myself for 

ordination examinations . In 1990 I was ordained as a 

minister in the Methodist church of south Africa. 

Afterwards I went to the University of Natal and complete 

my Bachelor of Theology degree in 1993, and presently I 

am pursuing Master's degree in Theology at the same 

university. I am also involve in the I.S . R. project, as 

a field worker. 

James : What was your main reason to become a minister? 

Sibeko: As I already stated to you that during my matric year I 

feel God's calling and strived by all means to fulfil it. 

James: What was the reaction of your family , friends when you 

share your decision with them? 

Sibeko: When I share my decision with them in particular my 

family was very greatful with my great decision and very 

much supportive. Also the friends whom I have grown up 

together were supportive, although some got certain 

reservations whether I will achieve my goal to become 

a minister. I could understand their reservations, 

because in my much attach to their tradition, and male 

superiority. 

James: In your ministry hav e you experienced any segregation? 

sibeko: Yes, especially in my first year of ministry I experience 

severe segregation in the circuit work . The mere fact 

that I am a single women contribute towards it. Secondly 

I have experience problems with the language, because my 

mother-tongue is Sotho. I remember a certain incident in 

cape Town where I was suppose to lead a worship service. 

The male stewards of the Cape Town circuit was very 

reluctant to see a women leading service from their 



pulpit . It came to them as a surprise and shock. It is 

a matter of difference in culture. In the cape region the 

majority members of the church are Xhosas, and I am a 

Sotho . It is two contrasting cultures. 

I have also experience discrimination from my male 

colleagues. In principle they do not want colleagues. In 

principle they do not want to accept a women as a 

minister, also to the extend of influencing their wives 

so that they could not also accept you . In our church the 

structure is very hierarchical. The leaders and the 

elders should be respected by all times. The young 

people have no right to raise their voices due to the 

respect for the elders of the church. 

James: How do you see yourself in the chain of southern African 

indigenous clergy? 

sibeko: I see myself as a leader in the Methodist church of 

South-Africa. But let me put it also that way it will 

also depend whether the male colleagues will elect me 

into the hierarchical structures of the church. Presently 

the hierarchical structure is male dominated, and this 

can suppressed the voices of the women. 

James : What role do you want to play in your ministry as a 

women? 

Sibeko: Firstly I would like to empower other women with the 

skills that I have acquired at the University of Natal 

in the leadership and development program. I want to see 

more women becoming leaders and especially ministers and 

pastors on equal terms with their male colleagues. I am 

convinced that women can play an important and 

constructive role in all aspect of life and society. It 

is possible that women will be pressurised to produce and 

therefore will have to work even harder. The majority of 

the households are headed by women with very little 

income and poor levels of literacy. In what is a male 

dominated society, there are a few support systems for 

these single headed households. The church preaches 

morality to them and if they are unmarried mothers they 

are culturally rejected as possible partners for 

marriage. 



James could you comment on the current situation of the 

indigenous clergy? 

Sibeko: certainly the indigenous clergy has a double and 

challenging role to play in our society, taking also into 

account the current pol itical changes in south Africa. 

It provides a starting point for an understanding of 

post-apartheid attempts to reconstruct and transform the 

south African society, in which indigenous clergy will 

be striving to play a future role. 

James: Are there any prospects for the future? 

Sibeko: I am committed to my calling and the ministry, but if at 

any stage there are indications of rejection from the 

church than I will investigate other possibilities in 

Theology related institutions and Community based 

projects. 


