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THE ~AKING OF AN INDIGENOUS CLERGY 



Cr i tic a.l. _c.Q mm e ntJ;i _ QT.L _ tJ-1.e_i11 J:._JU_ v i e w w :i....1.h_~..Q.liu_ a t ten t ion to t he 

fo..lLQYing aspe~~~~ 

The name of the person l interviewed is Gavin Hendricks. He is a 
coloured man in his late twenties . he was born and bred in the Cape 

tWynber~).He started his training for the ministry in the Cape at 

Glenvar Bible College. He also received training abroad (Canada) and 

is currently studying for an Honours degree in New Testament at the 

University of Natal - Pietermaritzburg. He is also a full-time pastor 

of a conQregatlon in Howick and is engaged to a women wh0 is 

preparing for the ministry. 

Material ci_r...cJJJI1.S_t.fill.Q&~ 

The interview was conducted in the reading room of the main library 

on the campus of the University of Natal. This was an ideal setting 

for an interview as it was familiar territory to both ~he interviewer 

as well as interviewee and the interview could be conducted behind 

closed doors without any fears of interruptions. The other members in 

the group were present for the interview but they only were only 

observers and did not participate actively in the interview. Slightly 

disturbing was the fact that the telephones in the library were 

audible during the interview but it did not prove to be a maJor 

hassle . Pastor Hendricks was given the questionnaire approximately 10 

minutes before the interview jn order to give him a chance to 

familiarise himselt with il. Due to time constraints the interview 

had to be very brief. I made an appointment with Pastor Hendricks to 

interview him at a later date for a longer period. 



A,s_s.~s..,~m@Lof . tb_e_$Q.c_ial st:r.t.LQJ:_1.U'sL.Of the interview situation 

As pastor Hendriks is a student 

famjliar to most of the members 

at the University of Natal he was 

in the group although I myself did 

not know him very well. This caused the atmosphere to be relaxed and 

informal but not 

spoke to pastor 

too informal as to cause a problem. The fact that 1 

Hendriks informally for about 15 minutes before the 

interview caused him (and me!) to be more relaxed. 

Non-verbal signs 

Jn the beginnin~ stages pastor Hendriks was a little nervous . He 

seemed to be aware that he was being taped and did not know how to 

respond to that. As the interview progressed he relaxed and spoke 

very easily and freely. He appeared to be very aware of and well 

informed on the subject matter. This could be due to the fact that 

his fiancee is preparing for the ministry and is likely to encounter 

some of the problems associated with the subject. 

An L.S_;L__gn_if~o_m__i.._s s i o a ? 

Although asked what the reaction of other male clergy was towards 

women pastor Hendriks failed to give a clear answ~r. He just said 

that their reaction was not favourable and that this is due to the 

patriarchal society that we live in . He failed to provide any 

concrete examples. He did not talk about specific cases where women 

experience difficulties and did not seem to know the history o f any 

female ministers. This information we obtained from the femal e 

ministers that other members of our group intervjewed. The reason for 

this is that the women could speak from their own experience whi l e a 

man would give us second hand information. 

Although pastor Hendricks seemed to be well informea on the subject I 

got the feeling that ne only said what he thought I wanted to hear. 



My suspicion was confirmed when I spoke to people who know him better 

than 1 do. They said that it was not the real pastor Hendricks 

speaking ! ! 

In my opinion. we have here to do with a case where the intervi&wee 

is unconsciously making use ot literary sources, for example the 

media. as the plight of women for equal rights and treatment is very 

topical nowadays and as a result receives extensive media coverage. 

Cross - :c e_f.str.e.n_c~ 

Female clergy have not been ordained to ministry for a very long time 

and because of this there is no wrjtten material on this subject. The 

only available literature that is related to this issue is that on 

fendnisn1. Therefore it could be said that our study is original in 

the sense that it deals with the hardships and strugglps of ~ 

particular marginalised group - a group of people oppressed because 

of two things. namPly race and sex. 

The oral tradition on the making of an indigenous fema l e clergy we 

were trying to unvaiJ is not an easy topic to deal with. People are 

reluctant to talk about it in case of offending people. Even the 

women were reluctant to be 

~ossibly because it could 

respective denominations . 

interviewed and some even refused. 

~eopardise their futures in their 

A~g_ssmeot of the overall quality of the interview 

On a whole I can say that the interview went 

without any si~nificant problem. At first I 

very smoothly and 

thought that the 

information J obtained in the interview were very useful but that was 

before I began to suspect that I was provided with the material 

because he thou~ht that was what I wanted to hear. Despite this 1 

feel that the interview is still useful because by providing me with 

the information he did he was admitting a discrepancy between the 



situation as it is and what it ougnt to be. He admitted that women 

have a role to play even if he does not believe it himself!! 

The information obtained from the interview was very superficial. It 

was non-explanatory and basically only a compilation of data which 

was obtained from the debate in the media surrounding the topic of 

women ' s rights and the struggle for equality in the workplace. 

In terms of historical research I do not think lhis interview has got 

any significant value for historical research. The only thing 

established in this interview was a very general idea of the attitude 

of men towards women in the past and the interviewees ideal of 

female participation in the priesthood. 

Concernin~ cross-references to other interviews conducted in the 

group J think that the interview conducted by Gloria Plaatje is worth 

noting. She also interviewed a man on the issue of female clergy. The 

reaction she got from him does not correspond at all with the 

information obtained from Pastor Hendricks. Their views on women are 

very different.The views of Pastor Hendricks on female clergy 

corresponds with the ~oals of the women·s rights and feminist 

interest groups and could be considered as a cross-reference. 


