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TASK: THE MAKING OF AN INDIGENOUS CLERGY. 
(WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO BLACK WOMEN CLERGY) 



THE MAKING OF AN INDIGENOUS CLERGY 

INTRODUCTION 

our focus is on Black Women Clergy and their experience in 

ministery as ministery has been a field of men for decades. To 

get a variety of responses, we also thought it would be good to 

interview male clergy to know their experience of working with 

women clergy or training together with them in seminaries, 

colleges of theology and universities, depending on where they 

got their training from. 

After the group presentation that we had in class, I thought it 

would be wise to update my script by getting information on dates 

and some historical events like when was the first women from the 

college ordained and in which church since all the students at 

the TEEC were from different denominations. Some of the 

editions that I made are only on the script as I could not get 

to record the interviewee. 

WHO WAS INTERVIEWED? 

Mr. Raymond Khumalo, who is originally from Swaziland . He said 

he was born, brought up and educated in Swaziland. He came to 

southern Africa in 1990 to study theology at the Theological 

Education by Extension College (TEEC). Mr. Khumalo declined to 

give us his age. 

At his parents home, they are a fami ly of nine children and he 

is the fifth child. He is now married to Lera to ( her maiden 

surname not known to me). He is from the Methodist Church of 

Swaziland but presently under a superintendent in Natal as a 

candidate. He is sometimes given some responsibilities of 

marrying and burrying people, depending on his superintendent 's 

work schedule. 
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LEVEL OF EDUCATION 

At the moment, Mr. Khumalo is doing his first year in Theology 

at the University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg. Before he came to 

the latter, he was at the TEEC in Johannesburg in 1990, as I 

have said above as a full time student. The Methodist Church 

then withdrew him from the college because they wanted him to 

undertake the extended BTh, offered by the University of Natal, 

Pietermaritzburg. He said the course is mostly contextual and 

that is what the church needs him to do . 

AT THE TEEC DURING HIS TRAINING 

Responding to the question of the presence of women at the 

Theological college and how many they were, he said, they were 

more than the male students. Some of them were mininsters 

already, trying to further their studies , some were hoping to be 

accepted and ordained by their churches while others were just 

studying theology for the sake of knowing it. He further said 

that they had the courage to be in that environment because they 

wanted to be there. There did not have a strong sense of 

security during their times of study at the college . They had 

also had the feeling that they were serving the black church 

because they were black women. 

DID THESE WOMEN FEEL THAT THEY WERE FULLY ACCEPTED BY MALE 

STUDENTS AND THEIR SOCIETY? 

"Our society is still patriarchal". They reserve women for other 

responsibilities and duties and not for others, such as 

ministry. According to him, not all the people are against women 

ministers. He said some people are getting better and better 

liberated now. This liberation includes black people in black 

churches even though there is strong resistance to their 

ordination to ministery. Those in favour of ordination of women 

are very few he said. They are in the minority. 
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WHAT ARE THE REASONS OF THE PEOPLE WHO ARE AGAINST WOMEN CLERGEY, 

WE ASKED. 

He boldly said that there are many problems. Mr. Khumalo 

identified issues like menstruation to be part of the problems 

that debar women from ministry. He explained that when a woman 

is menstruating, according to the black culture, she is expected 

to abstain from public duties - she must become private. 

We wanted to know if the reason above is Christian or cultural. 

Mr. Khumalo said, the reason was cultural. He further traced 

this particular culture from the Jewish culture which he said 

goes hand in hand with the black culture. This Judaic culture 

makes us have a sense of belonging somewhere from there. He said 

it became divided along the way. 

The second reason for women not to be suitable for ministry he 

said was also a patriarchal belief that women do not have the 

right to lead men or even teach t hem . "They must listen and be 

told by men," he said. This is how they have been raised and 

this is the culture that people are still holding tight on, he 

further said . 

He also said that when it comes to the church, theologically the 

minister is supposed to be a servant of the congregants he 

serves, but practically the opposite happens. Ministers tend to 

be facilitators, teachers and co-ordinators and the people refuse 

to give women such status. 

Another problem ident ified by Khumalo is that some women in the 

church do not want women ministers themselves. He says these 

women claim not to want to be taught or be to preached to by a 

woman like themselves. They want a male minister to do the 

teaching and preaching . 
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IN TOWNSHIPS, WOMEN USED TO FIGHT SIDE BY SIDE WITH MEN FOR THE 

DESMANTLING OF APARTHEID, THEY WERE NOT TOLD THAT THEY ARE WOMEN 

AND THEY NEED TO STAY AT HOME. 

He strongly saw this as a secular thing which does not fit the 

life of the church - he saw it different from the church. For 

him even if a women can be strong and be able to fight, she is 

still a woman - she remains a woman. 

"There is no need for us to discuss the fact that she is a woman. 

She knows that she is one and I am a man. We can be involved in 

the struggle together and she might be mentally stronger, or she 

might even be better than I am but the fact remains that I am a 

man is in me and that she is a woman remains in her - she knows 

that:· 

STEMMING FROM WHAT HE SAID WE ASKED IF MEN FEAR TO BE OUTDONE 

BY WOMEN IN MINISTRY, he said the truth is that women are people 

with commitment. Given a task, they give themselves to it. He 

even said that the membership of all church both rural and urban 

is 80% - 90% women. Women have always kept the fire burning in 

the church. When men appear, they are automatically made 

leaders. Men fear the potential in women. They fear that women 

might overpower them if they come into power because they are 

always committed to a task given one. 

He further gave an example of the first time the missionaries 

came to the country. He said the first people they preached to 

where women . Men only came later. The eagerness in women is a 

strength for them. Given a chance, he saw women leading the men 

in the church. 

WILL THE LATTER BE A CULTURAL SHOCK WE ASKED. Yes he said. It 
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is known throughout all generations, he said, by men, both black 

and white that women cannot lead, they are followers. Liberating 

women to become leaders might cause problems. 

ASKING FOR HIS PERSONAL OPINION ON WOMEN MINISTERS, he said for 

him both women and men are quite the same. He further shifted 

to what other people are saying (since he totaly felt at ease in 

dealing with the issue by doing that, i. e refering to other 

people) and said most of them complained that men ministers have 

been exploiting women sexually and "messing around'' with them. 

Male ministers are further said to have maladministered the 

church funds - they stole church funds. These men also tend to 

have extra-marital affairs which disgrace the church. He said 

that most of the women ministers have seen themselves not to be 

going to fall in the same pit. They want to challenge the whole 

corruption done by their male counterparts. 

want to prove themselves according to Khumalo. 

These women also 

For him, women are as capable as men are, and vice versa. Both 

women and men can be equally immoral on their own right. There 

is no clue or reason that can be based on biblical prove that God 

does not want women to be ministers. He said people usually run 

to the letter of Paul to the Ephesians where he says women need 

to be silent but for him the letter does not make sense because 

Paul favoured and worked with women. 

ON RUMOURS THAT THE BOARD OF CHURCH COUNCILS, WHO ARE MAINLY MEN, 

WHO TEND TO SEXUALLY EXPLOIT WOMEN WHO ARE COMING TO THEM AS 

CANDIDATES FOR MINISTRY, he did not want to say that it is true 

or false but simply said that he is not sure of the accusation. 

But he further said that the accusation could be true because for 

him the c hurch is the people and people are corrupt, they are not 

perfect. The issue of sexual abuse cannot only remain in the 

secular world as we have people who are serving in the churches 

like how managers serve in the secular world. As a result, 

ministers are also capable of the same corruption. This might 

have happened. 
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ASKING IF IT IS EASIER FOR WOMEN NOW THAN WHAT IT USED TO HAVE 

BEEN IN THE PAST TO BE MINISTERS he said they are coming for 

ministry now. But they still have problems he said again. "In 

our black societies , you are not chosen for your intellectual 

abilities but on how your personal background is in order to be 

a leader. To be a leader, a public speaker, people want to know 

if your life is clean. If you have a bad reputation people would 

not want you as their leader. He made an example with himself 

and said, I have my wife staying with me in this house (Annhouse) 

and let us say, two children. I am looking after my wife and my 

children well. People are judging whether your wife and children 

are well dressed, well supported (financially), such a man is 

able to talk in community meetings and be heard by everybody 

because he is a good example of what a good husband and father 

is supposed to be." 

Another problem with women ministers is that they are not able 

to secure a clean marriage when they are in the ministry, said 

Khumalo. Men are not yet liberated to fall in love, propose and 

marry women ministers. Men are resenting them because they are 

doing theology and they are going to become pastors. He saw that 

as a slight temporary problem. People would get used to women 

as ministers as time goes on. 

For him the reason why men did not feel comfortable in marrying 

women ministers was the same reason that made them not keen to 

marry police women. The police women wnere seen by those men to 

be people of authority who are believed by them to be knowing the 

law and being hard. They thought that if they got married to the 

latter, they would control them. The women in the church, as 

ministers are controlling a big church, including men . so men 

see them as people who are going to do the same thing to them 

when they are married to them. 

We then had to ask Khumalo to explain how a woman minister can 

control a lot of men when the majority of the church goers are 

6 



women. He said the problem is even if the majority of church 

people are women the people who are in power are men. If a woman 

heads the church, for Khumalo she is heading men. 

Historically and culturally, men are known to hold the powers 

of the church. He further said that it is easier for men to get 

married to teachers thtn getting married to women ministers. 

WHY THE TEACHER AND NOT A WOMAN MINISTER? WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE 

WE ASKED KHUMALO. He saw the difference in the age of the people 

the woman is heading. For him young children do not have any 

challenge for the teacher. They just listen to what she says. 
a. . . • 11 Inf,ct she is believed by men to be soft hearted as she is 

working with people with soft hands. In the church, she will be 

working with hard people, who are corrupt and who have gained 

experience over the years. It is believed that you have to be 

hard and strong to lead these different people from the church. 

So that is the fear," he said. 

WOULD PEOPLE IN THE FUTURE ACCEPT WOMEN MINISTERS o~~ourse, he 

said. He explained that in the past police were only men and 

later on in the years, a few women joined the police force. 

During those times, it was difficult for those women to be 

accepted by the communities. Now any police woman is respected 

by all. He said people will get used to women ministers. 

He added that both men and women actually do need to accept women 

in ministry . When people come into ministry, they need to expect 

challenges and they need to tell themselves that they will face 

these challenges. For him ministry is not like any secular 

occupation. He said you should be called to be a minister . 

Nobody would be able to distract you from your call, unless if 

you called yourself. He was quite convinced that God cannot call 

one only to frustrate one up to nothing. God for him will make 

you to manoeuvre all the difficulties until you see yourself 

proving a point that you were really called. He said women must 

have that conviction in themselves, they will make it he said. 
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Khumalo further added that the biggest fear that they have in the 

churches is the insecurity of married women who are fearing for 

the safety of their husbands he said. He said that there is an 

imbalance of numbers in women and men as women outnumber men. 

He saw a lot of women not married, some were married but are now 

divorced while some never got married but are having one to two 

children - and the latter are single. All these women are in the 

church and they still need to get married. 

As women ministers are having a problem of securing a marriage, 

married women always see them as a threat to their marriage. 

/ttrheir husbands are mostly in the administration and are working 

with these women ministers. Their husbands also attend meetings, 

mainly in the evenings with these women ministers. 

The Black women ministers need to prove themselves in this 

regard. They need to make it clear that they also want their own 

respectable homes. People would readily listen to her if she is 

mother and a wife. What she would be saying in her sermons would 

be taken to be out of her experience and not theory. Khumalo 

compared the unmarried woman to an unmarried young male minister. 

He said, people do not respect his message as they would have if 

he was married. 

ASKING HIM ABOUT THE INVOLVEMENT OF MEN IN BEING TAKEN BY THESE 

UNMARRIED WOMEN MINISTERS AS WE BELIEVE THEY ALSO HAVE A ROLE TO 

PLAY IN THE ACT? He said immorality exist in the church, and men 

ministers are the main people involved in that. The insecurity 

that is experienced by the married women is genuine. Their 

husbands always fall in love with divorcees and the unmarried 

women in the church and these women have been just the ordinary 

women in the church. When the women ministers came in the scene, 

this increased the insecurity of the wives. He said that it is 

most unfortunate for him that has happened. He made an example 

of a man coming for counselling with his wife to a woman 

minister. The latter he said might end up falling in love with 

that man. He said the above mentioned example has always 



happened with men ministers who always fell in love with other 

people's wives when the wife has come to him with a problem. He 

was quite emotional when he said that if he was not a minister 

himself, he would not have allowed his wife to go to another 

male minister for counselling. He says he has seen men ministers 

"messing around" with other people's wives, who only went to them 

for counselling as they had problems in their marriages. 

He also said that when he came into t he ministry, he was often 

told that nobody is immune to sexual temptations in the ministry . 

There would be some cases where he said where some women would 

tell a minister that their problems would not be solved if the 

minister has not slept with her . And the same thing would apply 

to men who say that to women ministers. If the relationship 

continues, it is not only going to affect the two but wou ld spill 

over to the two different families and eventually to the church 

or congregation as a whole. 

He strongly believes that women ministers want to secure marriage 

but it is unfortunate that they cannot secure one because of the 

imbalance of ratio between women and men in the society. This 

is a serious problem our black women ministers are experiencing 

at the moment, he said. 


