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TRANSCRIPT OF I NTERVI EW 

(. . . ] 
P: [ .. ] the most important person to you when you were growing up . 

M: You mean between my parents? 

P : Yes . Or out side the f ami 1 y. Was there a minister or friend of the 

family, somebody who played a big part in your life when you were 

g,m-iing up? 

P : Where were you born? 

M: 

[ .. ] 

P: Have you lived in Pmb your whole life? 

M: I have lived in Pmb s ince( . . ] . I was born on the twelfth of January 

1929 . I grew up and I received my lower education at Ockharts Kraal . 

P : Was that a government school or a private schoo1 7 

M: It was a government school . The chief teacher there was the 

late Chief Ngadi of Mpulweni (?I . He became a ch i ef after his 

father passed away . Then another teacher came to be the 

hea dmaster there . 

P : Can you remember how many pupils there were? 

( ... ] 

M: I started Class One when I was six years . My fa t her was not 

working here, he used to work in Johannesburg , we were staying 

with our mother . We were a family of three : one girl who is now 

late and my brother who is also late . My sister is buried in 

Mpulweni and( .. ] I am t he only one left from the three . I had 

t o look after my mother for some t ime, until she was 86 . My 

father passed away when he was 75 years in 1965. Let me carry 
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on ( ... J 

P: Yes, please do. 

M: [ ... ] 1 passed standard 4 in 1943, the war was very strong in 

those years . I went to Slangspruit. We were eight going to take 

standard 5 at Slangspruit, there were four boys and four girls . 

When ~le came there we came across a problem . There was a 

carpentry shop teacher, Mr Nduli, who was very strict and he 

used to use too much of the sjambok. So these other three boys 

had to leave and transfer to Sobantu. I was the only one left 

with those girls . 

We used to leave from here, at Cleland, and walk to Mkondeni Station, 

which is now next to Scottish Cable . There was a school train that we 

used to catch which used to leave from Cato Ridge and come this way . 

P : What time did it leave in the morning? 

M: It used to leave Pmb at five o clock and go that side to go 

and collect the children, well all races of children . We used 

to get there at half past six beca~se by six 'o clock it would 

be leaving Cato Ridge to come to Pmb. Then we used to get off 

at Pentridge Corner and walk to school . It wasn ' t a long 

distance, about one kilometre. 

Then in the afternoon that school train used to come earlier . We used 

to catch a Johannesburg express mail at Pentridge Corner at half past 

three. ( ... ] The trains were very few in those days. I carried on. 

The one history that I think is important to me. When we came to 

Slangspruit to start Std 5, our class teacher was Mr Harry Gwala . 

P: What was he like as a teacher? 

M: Oh, he was good . He taught us there form January to June when 

we closed for half year, in August he did not return. We were 

told by the headmaster that he had been banned by the 

govern ment. After that he went and worked in the North. I still 

had to connect with him because, before he left, he built a 

brick house. He was the first to build a house of that type in 
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Cleland . We stayed with him there until he was found with bombs 

buried under his house. We went and carried those bombs one 

night a t the farm which is now Hayfields . 

P: Did you know what they were at the time? 

M: Yes . He used to be the secretary of our club and the 

association of Pmb. That is how I was connected with him. 

Let me leave that now and proceed with my history . The government 

sent another teacher to take his place who was going to teach 

Afrikaans also, Mr Mjovi from Richmond . The year was 1944 . I passed 

Std 5. My brother was working at the camp, the prisoners camp . By 

that time it was the war and there were many Polish people there . My 

father was retired and there was no one to push me at school. I had 

to leave school . 

I got a job at Bisley. There were big factories there were they used 

to keep gold. I worked there as a clerk . There were five factories 

there . I wo,ked at No 1 as a clerk the whole year. I had to spend 

some money and keep some money . My aim was to return to school the 

following yea, . Unfortunately, in 1945, the war was getting finished 

which would have put me in trouble because I was used to getting 

money there and the job was nearly finished . I was putting away money 

so that I could return to school. 

I went back in 1946 to take Std 6. I passed Std 6. In 1947 I started 

Std 7. I used to have a club at Cleland. That club was called United 

Tyres. I was a member there, a pla"ye1- . We were affiliated to the 

Bantu Football Association . When you travel on the freeway, there is 

a ground on the left-hand side with a pavilion facing that way . That 

ground there wil 1 never be finished because it was given to the 

African by a judge Mr McCollough when he was retiring . He bought the 

place there and built the pavilion. He said, "No one will move the 

Africans here . " There was another ground, where Bisonboard is now , 

built in the same way . That one was demolished because there was no 

security on it . When the gove,-nment move us (from) there through 

Group Areas they made another ground for us at Imbali . We went to go 

there, but then Mr McCollough, he told us, "In time to come you mList 

come back to the ground" so that ground will never be finished . If we 



want to go back now we could because the government has said that all 

who have lost ground through Group Areas must be settled . 

Let me carry on now . When I was in Std 7 there was a Natal team to 

r epresent Natal in Tvl . I was selected to go . At that time I was 18 

years when we went there . I finished my Std 7 and went to College. 

When I came at home to my family to discuss where we are going to get 

mone")I' for fees , to further m·y education, there was a big problem 

until one farmer, Mr Catten [ . . J said he could help me to go College. 

We got some subs from him . I was there 1948, 1949 I completed my T4 . 

I came back. 

In 1950 I went Mpulweni where I got a post to teach there . I remember 

another history there that I remember . There was a (teacher) there, 

M1- Zwane. he is now retired . 1,,Jhen I taught there in 1950 , I came 

across a problem there : we were too young. There were big boys in our 

classes and we could not punish them . When we try and punish them 

they say "Alright , you do that , but we will see you after, outside . " 

Then we spoke about what we could do, what action we could take about 

t his . He said , "No . I think you must leave teaching, you are not free 

here" ; we were not working freely . That time we used to get 10 pounds 

a week , that is twenty rands in today's language. And you had to be 

different to teach . You would not go to the class without wearing a 

tie , decent without wearing a suit . So then we found out that it was 

not working . 

When we closed in 1951 I went to Edmonds , I made an application there 

[ .. ) I got a job there . I worked as a disp atcher . I worked there in 

1951. And I made all efforts to get a job which would pay me more 

money . So I made an application that they should put me in the 

production section that I should operate the press machine . So I got 

the post, I worked there in 1952. In 1952 I got married . 

P : What was your wife's name7 

M: (Indistinct] . When we got married we already had one son . He 

was one year . We stayed in Okharts Kraal . In 1957 I went out to 

work at Hay Paddock. The manager, Mr Austin ( .. . ] We were 

called fidelity shoes . I worked there until 1965 . 
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In 1965 the name changed to Clark Shoes. In the same year, in 

December, [ ... ]. In 1966 we started at Mountain Rise we started with 

a new factory . It was called Clark Shoes . I worked there in 1966 

[until] '75 . Then in 1975, Mr Austin broke away again. He went and 

opened a factory in Willowton Rd: Austin Shoes . There I worked in 

1 97 6 • ' 77 , ' 78 . 

Then I left there, I went and worked for "Right Rain", SLtpplying 

pipes for irrigation on farms. I worked there for two years( ... ] as 

a driver. 

Now, in 1977, I went to (Indistinct] ( ... ] . These people take the 

soil and cook it and send it to the place where they would tell them 

what was there. I worked there from 1978 to '79. No, I worked there 

in · 77 and '78, two years. 

In 1978 it was December, we got a contract to go and work in 

Bophuthatswana. We went there with two Europeans who were in charge 

of us, to do the same job. ( ... ] When we went there I came across a 

big problem which made me to leave there. It took us two days to get 

there. When we went off to Transvaal, entering Cape now, I noticed 

that as we crossed the Vaal River there was no more tar road, it was 

cement which is no1ri existing everywhere. We had retreads on our 

truck. We got a puncture. We had to sleep on the side of the road . 

They sent the tyre the next day from Mafikeng. 

( ••• J When we came there we came across factories . All those 

factories were closed, locked . Now I wanted to know what was 

happening. They took us from Mafikeng to the place where we would be 

working. They told us: "As you are here, you are going to use some of 

these houses here." There were beds, mattresses, everything there. 

Even in some of the houses there were c lathes in some of those 

houses. We wanted to know what was going on. They told us it was a 

European village . They had to escape from the war. They told us: "As 

you are here now it is about 30 Km to the terrorists where there is 

war, where there is South African soldiers stopping the communists 

there from coming this side." Hey, we were surprised. They made us 

very frightened . They told us: "You are going to stay here, but these 

white people, they must go and sleep in the town at Mafikeng because 

they are not safe when they are here. If these terrorists happen to 
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come here, when the see the white people, they kill them straight 

away, but your people , they don ' t kill you, they only take you away . 

So, you are not in big danger. Now, at night, don ' t be afraid when 

you see the lights because it will be our South African soldiers to 

see if you are still staying safe . " 

Every day we worked, the white people would go to Mafikeng and come 

back in the morning . We staved there for one month . Now, at night we 

see the lights there , like it was daytime . [ . .. }We did not know what 

was happening . When we returned from there, I had to resign. 

When f resigned, I got a job at Alex Carriers. That was in 1979, I 

started there, it was March. I worked there as a driver . In December 

I went to Durban with a truck . We went to pick up a machine at ( ... J 

Rd. When we came there, it was late : everybody was gone . The machine 

was very important, that we should come back with it. The manager was 

still there waiting for us . When we came there, he said that I must 

park the truck out of the way where it had to stand at an angle on a 

slope. He brought the machines , there were about four of them. He 

brought the first one , he put it on . Now, my assistant, my conductor 

was standing on the one side with the rope to tie it . I was standing 

this side. As I was standing there I became aware that this machine 

was gradually coming down. When r realized that it was just here, I 

could do nothing. I jumped , I fell down, the machine fell on top of 

me. Lucky that when it fell on top of me, my head was turned to one 

side. it was not straight . 

I was lying there . I do not know what happened after that they had to 

tell me what happened . Now it was six o ' clock, it was still daylight 

there . They tell me now when I was in hospital after the accident 

happened, the passers-by saw the accident and the European doctor, he 

was going home, coming from King Edward, where he used to work, he 

saw the accident, stopped the care came by me. Then they took the 

machines away from me. The doctor came there, he found out from the 

manager that they contacted the ambulance to come because the doctor 

wanted to take me right away in his car . 

( •• • J So the doctor waited . All the people were looking at me. One 

lady came with a blanket and put the blanket over me so that I must 
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not grow weak. The ambulance came. It was busy at that time and they 

did not want the ambulance to go alone . They contacted the speed cops 

with motorbikes to lead way for the ambulance( . . . ] When I got there, 

they were telling the story to me now all what happened . The doctor 

followed the ambulance . He told the nurses to leave everything that 

they were doing and attend to me as soon as possible . They took me 

straight away to the (Indistinct] X- Ray . At about three o · clock in 

the morning I had a big [ • .. ] when I woke up and ask the question : 

"Who put a log of wood on top of me here?" Because when I woke up 

they had put a concrete plaster over my chest all the way through. 

( ... ] One of the nurses said to me : "When you get home you must do 

something and thank God , because as we are here, we have been left by 

the doctors to watch you to see if you wake up or not. If you did not 

wake up by five o ' clock , we would take you to the mortuary . " 

It was Saturday, when the doctor came to visit me he asked me haw I 

feel like and r told him : "Much better , the1-e is nothing wrong with 

me now, e><cept this plaste1-" . He asked me : "Who will watch over you 

if I send you to Mari t zburg?" I said , "My wife . " Then he said that 

he would make a paper for me to transfer me to Maritzburg , but I told 

him that I would like him to make me an out-patient because I was 

feeling much better and I will go straight home . 

He said that was alright[ . . . J I wanted to get someone to take me to 

Grey St where Maritzburg ta><is park . [ . .. ] When I came there I came 

across a taxi, the owner I know , who worked with me : lama from 

Edendale. I was surprised to see him there. I explained to him what 

happened. He said, "I wi 11 take you . " He wanted to know when I got to 

Maritzburg, how will I get home there . I said I would have to take a 

bus . C. .. J This chap said . "Don ' t worry 1 I will take you. I am not 

going to charge you, I will only charge you to take -you to 

Maritzburg . When I get to Maritzburg, after off loading other 

passenger , I will take you home. 

Now, as I was eating at Edendale Hospital it came back to me what did 

I see. I found out that I had to come across our late minister and 

other two[ . .. ] who were late , we used to play with them in our team . 

There was the one minister came who used to be here , he was also 

late. The four of them came and stood in front of me and the one who 



8 

used to be my minister 

P : Who was that? 

M: Rev Ndholovu . When he was still alive , he told me, because he 

was sick for several years before he passed away, he used to 

te 11 the congregation and the nurses that "If I pass away . l 

would like this Makhithini to take my pl a ce . " Now , when I woke 

up , the four of them stood in front of me . When he stepped 

forward and greet me , ( ... ] "We have come . How long we have 

waited for you . " He shook hands with me He said to the others . 

"Makh i th in i, he has come . " They al so came and shook hands with 

me . 

After that these three just vanish and this one, Mr Ndh 1 ovu, was 

left . He told me, "Look, you are not wanted here a t the moment . I 

have been told to tell you that there is still a lot of work in the 

congregation , so you must go back and do that job for the Lord . " 

This place was a lovely clean place wi th lovely green grass, flat . I 

could not see where it ends , well , that was when I woke up . Right, 

now when I wake up and I am at home there I was very torn . 

That year we I got hurt I was still in sports. I was the president of 

the Association . They came at home to visit me and tell me all that 

was happening . At that time I had a truck, a bakkie . They used to 

come and fetch me at home, send me a driver to take me to the 

meeting . At that time we were at Imbali . ( . . . ] We used to meet every 

Wednesday . That was 1980, end of ' 79. 

In 1980 I had to stay at home while I was sick, I could not go to 

work . ( .. . ] When I went back to work they tell me , "You are no more 

going to be with a heavy truck , you will do local with a small 

bakkie . tt I stayed there. ( ... ] I was still working . I found out then 

that I must retire from full time on the road . That was in 1980. I 

was not retiring then . 

Now , in church they tell me . "Look, now, we want you to leave work 

and work full time for the church . " My wife i,,1as st i 11 a 1 ive. She 

said, "No, ·you cannot do that because i,,1e have got two children that 



9 

are still schooling. We don ' t know how the church is going to pay 

you, then you wi 11 have problems . " Then I had to listen to her . I 

tell the church they must hang on, that l will come later on . 

In 1981 they told me that , without fail, I must be present at the 

conference t o be held at Parys in the OFS. So, I went there. They 

told me they have got my name to go into the ministry. [ ... ] Well I 

could not say anything . That was when I became a priest. 

When I come back here they wrote me a letter and tell me that in 1982 

they want me to go to Sweetwaters and study the Bible . In 1981 I was 

a Probationer minister then I went for this course in 1982 and I 

finished . I came back and carried on with my work as a minister now . 

In 1983 I went to the conference in Potchefstroom . I was among the 

ministers that were going to be promoted as priests. Then I was made 

a priest there . When they made me a priest they told me straightaway, 

"Now whether you like or you do not like, you will have to leave work 

and work for the church. We are going to give you a big circuit : 

Mpumalang8\ and Swayiman.R (~}." 

When they transfer me, they brought another priest to Maritzburg . I 

was happy because that circuit was very big, they were paying me 

well. Now, they spoil it , everything was upset. When I came to hold 

a service at Mpumalange, these parties now were there : those for 

Gatch a and the ANC . When the other threatened to come first the 

others will not come to church . They kept on doing like that until 

the time when the riot was very bad. Then the stewards and the 

committee wrote a letter for me . They tell me I must come special 

during the week, they want to report something to me . 

I went there . When I come to the church they tell me , "This is the 

position, things have become so bad now that our live is in danger. 

Now, you better not come and hold services because what we fear of is 

that you might come here and hold the service and we find out that 

vou do not get home." I decided to stop. 

After three months the same thing happened at Swayirnant, they stopped 

me for fear of my life. Right down to today my circuit did not come 

to the ( .. . J I still have a few at Mpumalange and Swayimanf. Some 
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people have to leave their homes and go and find places somewhere 

else. Most of them in Mpumalange belong in Zululand . They had to pack 

up and go back. They had to pack up their belongings and they are 

there until today. They are not thinking of coming back again. That 

is what happened. 

P: The church that you are involved in, what is it? 

M: Christian Church in Africa (Chricha) 

P : What is its background? 

M: It came from the Ethiopian church . The leaders had some 

confusion, some misunderstanding there . When they explained to 

us there was Mr Chuba , the Bishop and Mr Motambo of 

Johannesburg. Mr Chuba was at the Cape . They found out that the 

constitution says that if you are elected Bishop of the whole 

church of South Africa, you will never leave the position until 

you die . So now, they found out that the church was going on 

like that there was something happening. They said that this 

must be sorted out . The one minister who rebelled was the first 

( . .• ] at that time . The one Chuba had passed away when the case 

got finished, that was Bishop Mazibela who was staying at 

Edendale. ( . . . ] They fight the case, the two parties . It went 

to Pretoria. 

In Pretoria they say , "No, it must be tried at the High Court in 

Bloemfontein.'' When they went there the decision was that they could 

find out what the dispute was. Because those who were rebelling, 

their main point was that the constitution should be amended. ( ... ] 

The Bishop who is appointed must serve for three years . Then after 

that there must be an election again whereas the older Ethiopian 

peep 1 e wanted the con st i tut ion to stay as it was. [ . . . J The court 

gave these people the right to be a branch ( . .. ] That was how the 

congregation split. We are very happy today because they have done 

that which we were moaning about: they changed their constitution to 

be the same as ours . 

P: Did the two groups come together? 
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M: They did not come together, they are still ap a rt. At last we 

found out that we were right and they changed their 

constitution in the same way . 

P: Do you know when this case happened? 

M: It was far back. I would say in the 60's, no 70 ' s. 

P: Your own congregation . do you meet every Sunday, do you meet in 

a particular place? 

M: Well I found a place here in Maritzburg at a school behind the 

hospital in Edendale. We are many there , many congregations with the 

same problem : they do not have churches for worship. [ ... ] Mv circuit 

is Swayimani . Maritzburg I just brought them up last year , they had 

vanished through politics, there was no more church in Maritzburg . 

So, I had to collect them here and there, here and there . I am still 

bringing them up again . 

This year at the July meeting ( . . ] I went and reported that I have 

brought up the Maritzburg circuit again . They were very happy about 

it . We will see as time goes on what happens . Right . We had to come 

to congregation that had to be held at Swayimant. There, when we came 

there , they would like to send a minister in Maritzburg because there 

were some ministers who haven ' t got circuits . I agreed to that . When 

we went to annual conference in Middelburg in the Cape, I did not go 

there[ . .• ] . When they oot there they changed things and they send 

the minister. Now. very unfortunately when they send that minister 

the Mari tzburg members say "No, we don· t know that . You brought us 

up . Now , why do they send a minister because we did not invite that 

minister?" 

There was incorrection there until it had been sorted out when we 

went to the July meeting at Elandskop this year when they said 

certain things in a new way . They said , "We found out that Makhithini 

should be the minister at Pietermaritzburg'' . [ . .. ] But the minister 

who had been appointed will finish his time in December then I will 

take over next year in January. That means now I have got Swayimani 

and Maritzburg. [ ... ] 
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P: Were you always in the church or did you come from elsewhere? 

Where your family involved in the church? 

M: No, not all of my family . The children because their real home 

after Group Areas, I had to go back to Mpolweni where my father 

and mother were originally. There it is a Presbyterian Mission 

and if you stay there you must be under that church . So in that 

way myself and my wife were in the church in Maritzburg and the 

children at home were attending the Presbyterian. 

P: Do you have elders, deacons in the church 7 

M: We used to have them before. At Sway iman i, I had a 11 the 

positions filled up , but here now, because it is still small, 

am st i 1 1 bringing it up , I haven · t got most of ma 1 es . I 

recently got one who is there . He has come twice to church, he 

is still going to learn. 

P: Are there many women? 

M: And children , young boys. 

P: Your own training, what did you do, how long was it? 

M: One year and we studied the Bible and how to conduct services. 

P : How did vou feel about that training 7 

M: Happy so far but I would like to still further my training 

because things today have gone very high and standards are very 

high . ( ... J 

P: In that year when you studies, how many were in your class with 

you? 

M: We were a couple of us . I don ' t remember how many were in the 

class . I remember one who is now at the Presbyterian in Imbali 

[ •• • J One is in Zululand, Philemon Ndhlovu . 

P : Do you have contact with other ministers in Edendale? 
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M: The place where 1 meet with them is in Kwa Masa, we hold our 

meeting at Gateway. Our chairman is Wilfred Dlamini. 

P: [ . .. ] Are there any plans to build a church,establish a place 

of worship or are you happy meeting at the school? 

M: It is fully in my mind , so much so that we decide at Mpumalanga [ .. . ] 

we were given a site to build a mission : a church and a minister ' s 

house. When we 1,1ere here in Maritzburg, I applied for another site 

with the chief at Pamula . We got a place there we hoped to build, but 

politics ended that. Now I am thinking of getting a place at[ . .. ] 

P : Your first wife, when did she pass away? 

M: She passed away in 1985 , I was still working at that time, it 

was in March. In June the same year, I went at Alex end of 

June . [ ... J Then I had to be full time . The children are at 

home . [ . .. ] The children know Jabu very well l • •• ] they just 

treat Jabu as their mother . 

P: Your relationship, as a minister with the other mainline 

churches, do you ever have contact with them? 

M: No, we do not meet with them except at the funeral at the 

cemetery . 

P: That is all I have . It has been very interesting talking to 

you . You have had a very interesting life. Do you have anything 

to say? 

M: No , just that we must keep in contact [ ... ] 


