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THE MAKING OF AN INDIGENOUS CLERGY 
INDIAN CLERGY IN NATAL 

INTRODUCTION· 
My understanding of the word "indigenous" would be those who 
were born in this country South Africa. I stress this point 
because most of the Indians who came to South Africa, came 
as immigrants . It is of this nature that I feel a given 
background to the importation of indentured labourers and 
the growth of Christian spirituality would be necessary to 
have a clear picture . 

Secondly, I conducted three interviews, Ivan and Eric 
Anthony, the sons of the Late Fr . Anthony, and the Bishop of 
Natal, the Rt Revd Michael Nuttall . In my interviews with 
Ivan and Eric, I found they saying the same things, whereas 
with Bishop Michael, he was ignorant to this past history . 
Therefore in my written interview I wrote only on Ivan 
Anthony, who was able to remember the past history . 

THE IMPORTATION OF INDENTURED LABOURERS: 
Indians first came to South Africa from India because labour 
problems in the sugar industry impelled the government of 
Natal to arrange for the importation of indentured labourers 
from outside the colony . There were just over 340 Indian 
immigrants who arrived on the paddle steamer S.S. Truro, 
which docked at Durban on 16 November 1860 . About 90 of 
these were Christians (Brain 1983: 14) . About ten years 
later the "free" or "passenger" Indians who held British 
travel documents began arriving in the wake of the labourers 
hoping to benefit from the new trading opportunities that 
the growing Indian population provided. 

Indentured immigrants continued to arrive at regular 
intervals. In all approximately 152,184 indentured Indians 
were imported into Natal in the fifty years period between 
1860-1911, when Indian immigration came to an end . Only 1 .4% 
of those who came were Christians (Anglicans, Methodists, 
Baptists and Roman Catholics) (Pillay 1991: 256) . 

On the sugar estates of the Natal north and south coasts, 
Indians lived under miserable working conditions . After 
their indentures had expired, many Indians took up 
gardening, the selling of fruit and vegetables, and other 
occupations in the various centres of the Natal colony. A 
considerable number of them moved into central Durban where 
they found employment as labours. The Durban Municipality 
provided living quarters for many Indians in the Railway 
Barracks and Magazine Barracks compounds where thousands of 
people were houbca . Indians started to arrive in 
Pietermaritzburg from about 1880 and settled in the area of 
lower Church and Longmarket Streets, which was then on the 
outskirts of the city. The Indian languages spoken by those 
who came to this country can be classified either as 
Davidian (eg . Tamil and Telugu) or as Indo-Aryan (eg. Hindi 
and Gujarati) . 



During this period from 1860-1879 there was no ministry from 
the Anglican Church to the Indian communities in 
Pietermaritzburg and Durban. It was in 1880 that the Rev . 
James Green, Dean of Pietermaritzburg , established St . 
Paul's Church School cum Chapel at 10 George Street 
Pietermaritzburg . During the period 1880-1883, St . Paul's 
Chapel was serviced by St . Saviour's Cathedral (Centenary 
Brochure St . Paul's 1994 : 3). In 1883 John Thomas, a teacher 
from India, offered himself as a catechist and assumed 
responsibility for the School cum Chapel . Due to language 
difficulties, very little progress was made in the field of 
e vangelism as majority of the Indians could only speak in 
the vernacular. 

The establishing of the first Indian Mission , was placed 
firmly on the shoulders of the Rev Dr . L . P . Booth in 1885 . 
His immediate objectives were the foundations of evangelism, 
education and social services for the Indian communities . In 
1 886 he established eleven Mission Schools in Durban and 
Pietermaritzburg areas. 

Rev . Booth undertook three visits to India to recruit 
missionaries and staff. In 1890, the Reverends Samuel 
Vedakam and Simon Peter Vedamuthu arrived from India and 
were joined in 1892 by Joseph Nullathumby . Joseph 
Nullathumby severed as a Curate in St . Paul ' s for the years 
1 892-1893, then as Priest- in - Charge for the next twenty 
years. 

Journeying through the historical background , one could 
firmly say that the foundations were laid sol id by the 
Indian missionaries for the birth and growth of indigenous 
clergy . 

The Interview with I v an Anthony son of the Rev Isaac 
Anthony. 

Ronnie 

Ivan 

Thank you Ivan for being prepared to be 
interviewed about your father, Father Isaac 
Anthony who was an Indian priest in this Diocese. 
Ivan would you like to say a l itt l e about 
yourself. 

I am elder of two sons, the fifth child of the 
family was educated at St Paul's Primary School 
and matriculated at Woodlands High School . Entered 
the teac hing profession and qualified with a 
certificated in education and l ater graduated with 
a B. A. degree . Taught at many primary schools and 
part time at M. L . Sultan Technical College . 
Seconded the inspectorate , severed on the 
department ' s music committee for twenty years . 
Ended my career as deputy principal of St Anthony 
Roman Catholic Primary School. 



Ronnie - Do you have knowledge of the background of 
your father's family? 

Ivan Isaac Anthony 3rd son of Mary and Savari Anthony . 
Both parents hailed from Madras . Savari of Roman 
Catholic parentage left India in search of a new 
life . Ran away from his home at the age of 16 
after changing his name . At the first attempt he 
made, he had given his right name. His mother 
found him at the docks, subsequently , he change 
his name so his mother could not trace him, that 
is how he came to South Africa . Mary (Ivan's 
granny) was an Anglican arrived in South Africa 
separately with her parents, married at the 
Cathedral in 1880 1 s . Savari was an indentured 
labourer at Mt Edgecombe . Left Mt . Edgecombe 
hurriedly after altercation with a Sidar, walked 
to Durban, travelled by train to Pietermaritzburg . 
Worked as a gardener, working a small holding in 
Foxhill (hence known as Foxhill Anthony . ) Also 
owned and worked as a launder . 

Mary worked as a registered Mid-wife staying often 
with the mother for+ - ten days. A very gentle 
and caring lady . Unlike Savari, a disciplinarian, 
fury temper, but respected and feared . They had 
seven daughters and six sons, the third being 
Isaac . 

Isaac Anthony was born 21 . 08 . 1896, baptised in the 
Methodist Church . IIis father joined the Methodist 
Church for a short while but returned to St Paul's 
Anglican Church Pietermaritzburg. 

Ronnie - Could you say why did he leave the Anglican 
Church, for Isaac to be baptised in the Methodist 
Church? 

Ivan There was some in-fighting at St Paul's Anglican 
Church, Savari was a person who stood up for what 
was right. There was difference of opinion and he 
decided to go to the Methodist Church. I was 
surprised he did not go back to the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

Ronnie - What knowledge do you have of your father's 
education? 

Ivan Early primary schooling was at the Government 
School for coloureds in Greyling Street. Later 
primary and secondary education the Old York Road 
School in Greytown Road . Passed standard 7 the 
highest standard offered at the time, there were 
only three in the class . He enrolled at St 
Aidan's college the teacher training 
establishment, attaining a teacher's junior 



certificate. Taught at St Aidan 1 s and later was 
the boarding master at the boy 1 s home . 

Ronnie - For how long was he at St Aidan 1 s College? 

Ivan Up till about 21 years of age. 

Ronnie - While he was at St Aidan 1 s teacher 1 s training 
college did he complete his matriculation? 

Ivan While teaching he completed his teacher 1 s senior 
certificate . 

Ronnie - How did he meet his wife? 

Ivan Met Lil ian who with her 3 sisters and 4 brothers 
were placed at the orphanage . Influenced greatly 
by the missionaries from Engl and , she was very 
English in character and ways . 

Ronnie - Do you know when and how did he offer himself for 
the ordained ministry? 

Ivan Offered himself for the ministry - being very 
active in the spiritual life of the boys at the 
home . Accepted for the ministry under the tutor of 
the Rev CMC Bone (Who worked in India previously). 
Rev Bone did not show much interest . A streak of 
British Imperialism and Colonialism was evident in 
his association with Indians . He was advised to 
marry as part of his preparation for the ministry . 

Ronnie - Do you know why he was advised to marry? 

Ivan Most probabl y they were going to send him to a 
school outside so that they thought is was best to 
marry, and then go out. Lilian was 18 years of 
age. Isaac and Lilian Josiah married on 23 July 
1919 . 

Ronnie - Do you have any knowledge of your father 1 s 
education? 

Ivan As there was little or no progress in theol ogical 
studies he pursued his teachi ng career . Was a 
teacher , head master at St Ive 1 s at Lidgetton a 
mission school , the for-runner of the Lidgetton 
Primary School . 

Ronnie - Ivan could you tell me why was there so l ittle 
progress in your father ' s theol ogical studies? 

Ivan Rev Bone was left in charge in the Indian Mission 
work, but I think that Bone was more interested in 
St Aidan's Mission Hospital , where he seemed to 



have had a hand. He seemed to have put more of his 
energy into the hospital, but he did not get on 
with the boys at the home, his attitude was these 
are Indian boys and he wanted to get into the 
l ime- light . 

Ronnie - As a teacher do you have any knowledge of your 
father ' s appointments? 

Ivan Appointed as a teacher (Governmen t post) at Dundee 
Primary School from 1924 to 1927 . Transferred to 
York Road School where he remained as senior 
teacher until his promotion as principal of EsLt8r 
Payne Smith School at Howick unti l 1949, (1947-
1 949) . His love for the church and its ministry 
did not abate . Continued to work unceasingly in 
various offices, Sunday School teacher and 
Superintendent, church council l or, churchwarden 
having been co-warden with his father and later 
with his son-in law Moses Abraham. He offered 
himself for the ministry, Bishop Fisher being 
Bishop of Natal at the time. 

Ronnie - Did he encounter problems when he offered himself 
for the ordained ministry? 

Ivan He met with opposition especially from some 
members of St Paul' s church and the Church 
Council . The objectors met with Bishop Fisher (in 
fac t were summoned) Their objection was on the 
grounds of unsuitability and his standard of 
education was dismissed with the contempt it 
deserved . 

Ronnie - Why do you think that the local people of the 
parish objected to his education? 

Ivan They felt he should have had a matriculation , but 
Bishop Fisher pointed out to them, amongst the 
three going into training Rev Francis and Rev 
David had l ower qua l ifications then he had and 
then he had a lot of e xperience in church work as 
well . 

Ronnie - Did the congregation object or were there 
individual families who objected? 

Ivan Much of this anti - lobbying was at the instigation 
of two families (in fact two pairs of brothers) . 
The David and the Christian brothers . I might also 
tell you the actual meeting that took place at the 
Bishop ' s house . Where Bishop Fisher received this 
and informed my father. He wrote individually to 
the members of the council especially the 
objectors , no one knew that others were invited to 
this meeting, actually summoned . My father was 
already at the bishop ' s house and Bishop Fisher 



took down the objections each one in turn, Moses 
happened to be there and he wanted to excuse 
himself, bishop Fisher said no, you are here 
because you are the secretary of council. When he 
had finished, Bishop Fisher taking down his notes 
of what each one had to say , he then called for my 
father and asked them to turn up and repeat what 
they said, on one was prepared to do it . So he 
dismissed them, and treated them with a long 
contempt, and said they must not waste time, his 
time was precious . 

Ronnie - The Bishop took a very good stand in this actually 
asking them to say this in the presence of your 
father. 

Ivan And I think my father learnt because when he was 
principal he did the very same to the teachers who 
complaining about other teachers . He made notes 
and then got the two parties together and made 
them say it in the presence of each other because 
people are afraid. I think he learnt this from 
Bishop Fisher because Bishop Fisher was a diplomat 

Ronnie - Could you say what kind of theological Training 
did your father have? 

Ivan His training was undertaken by members of the 
clergy one of whom was Canon Mylne. I can't 
remember the others , there were three or four of 
them who took certain aspects of his training in 
the Old Testament , New Testament , Doctrine and 
theological studies and he had to write tests . He 
completed the course and went to St Peters, 
Rosettenville for the major part of 1949 . 

Ronnie - In what year was he ordained deacon and priest? 

Ivan Ordained in December 1949 and served as Deacon in 
1950 . Raised to the Priesthood in December 1950, 
where he served as assistant Priest at St Paul's , 
Church, Pietermaritzburg . 

Ronnie - Was he in-charged of the parish? 

Ivan Such was the order of the day . British Imperialism 
and Colonialism ensured the subservience of "non
white" clergy. Whites were made vicars and 
priests-in-charge . Indian ~~urch work came under 
the white superintendents . The Anglican Church 
was guilty in making Indian, Bl ack and Coloured 
clergy , second and third class . 

Ronnie - When he served his diaconate and assistant 
priesthood at St Paul's, who did he served under 
can you remember? 



lvan Treble he was priest-in-charge Bishop Ferguson 
Davies was acting priest- in-charge 

Ronnie - Can you remember the stipend you father received? 

Ivan Stipends were based on race a legacy of Apartheid 
and a for-runner as well . 

Ronnie - Do you remember when change had come? 

Ivan After the consecration of Bishop Inman as Bishop 
of Natal things changed . Stipends were of major 
concern and Bishop Inman bravely raised so called 
non-white clergy and appointed them as Priest-in
charge . 

Ronnie - When did your father receive his first appointment 
as priest-in-charge? 

Ivan Isaac Anthony was appointed priest- in-charge 
1954.(c 1954) . I think it was at the 60 
Anniversary Service of St Paul's he announced that 
he was to be the priest-in-charge of St Paul's . 
His was a ministry of personal financial 
sacrifice. The stipend he received (18 pounds) 
was about 1/3 of his salary as a principal . 

Ronnie - Could you say something about the family life? 

Ivan My father was a family man together with his wife 
Lilian they raised six children giving the comfort 
of a home and education up to High School Level, 
nurturing them in the knowledge of the Lord . He 
was respected for his example , high sense of duty 
and leadership . To the greater family he was sort 
for advice counselling and times mediation and 
arbitration. This also went beyond the sphere of 
relatives, he would be called to non Christian 
homes as well . Three daughters and two sons 
became teachers and one daughter a nursing sister. 

Ronnie - Did he have much influence in leading others into 
the ordained ministry? 

Ivan His influence was felt by many who came under his 
care . Apart from a number of people who serve the 
church in many fields , two , Henry Naidoo and 
Kenneth David became priests . Henry was supported 
by both my father and mother, who bought his books 
for high school and she bought his uniform hecause 
he was always at home and he was a very bright lad 
at that time. 



Ronnie - Can you say something after the bishop approving 
of your father ' s theological education as ordinand 
of the diocese. Those instigating problems having 
had your father as deacon and priest-in- charge of 
St Paul's church how where their reaction? 

Ivan There was some animosity they actually became very 
critical . They did not like his being there some 
did not respect him as one would have expected 
although he was a well respected person in 
Pietermaritzburg . They were very petty and very 
quick to accuse and point fingers and so he did 
not have a very happy stay there but later it died 
down because my father did not retaliate . He went 
back and visited them and showed them that there 
was no ill-feeling on his side, he showed them 
warmth and love . They did change , some changed, 
others were influenced by the objectors , they 
accepted it because they were misguided and their 
mistake. 

Ronnie - Could you say something about your father ' s 
ministry? 

Ivan Isaac Anthony was well l oved and respected as a 
teacher , an excellent teacher who gave off his 
best. Instrumental in starting evening classes for 
men who could not go on at school who had to work. 
He was q very good arithmetic teacher . He was 
involved in community work : Posa , Child Welfare, 
Aryan Benevolent Home and a member of Edendale 
Hospital . 

Ronnie - Were there any other a c tivities that your 
father was involved in? 

Ivan He was keen sportsman played soccer at c l ub and 
regional level. A very good batsman and 
outstanding referee at Southern Africa level . In 
1952, while he was a priest he came out of 
retirement to referee the Sam China Cup Final . He 
was outstanding in sports administration, club, 
regional and Natal level rising to president of 
South African association . 

Ronnie - Ivan can you say something about the appointments 
of your dad ' s ministry in churches in the diocese? 

Ivan Initial ly he was at St Paul's till 1959 . 1960 he 
was appointed as a priest at St Michael ' s . The 
intention of the Bishop at the time was for him to 
try and expand the work because the work was being 
neglected at St Michael's . St Michael ' s was the 
chapel of St Aidan's. He was the assistant priest 
of St Aidan's but priest-in-charge . There was a 
good response from people , the church grew so that 
they could sell and build at Nerebank . 



Ronnie - Ivan could you say something about the school as 
well , the church had the school attached to it , 
your father would have been the chaplain? 

Ivan They had regular services for the children, the 
response he got for the Christian children was as 
one would have expected but the marked feature was 
that he had was the response from and the non 
Christian chi l dren as well , they ' d come to church 
for that service, I don ' t know how often it was 
held , but I am sure at least once a month . 

Ronnie - Would you say that the school and services for 
even the non Christian children was the basis of 
evangelism and this is one way the Anglican Church 
increased in numbers? 

Ivan Yes I would say so, that the school and where the 
school linked up with the church there was 
positive advancement in the people accepting the 
gospel and numbers eventually increased . 

Ronnie - How l ong was he at St Michael's? 

Ivan Just about two years I think , and move to Christ 
Church after that . 

Ronnie - So he probab l y l eft St Michael's in earl y 1962 , 
and replaced Rev Francis Cull for the interregnum, 
how long was he at Christ's Church Overport? 

Ivan He served Christ Church Overport till his 
retirement in 1967 and then served St Paul's 
during the interregnum in 1968 . 

Ronnie - Ivan could you say something about the language 
that was used in your father ' s ministry? 

Ivan He spoke English he could speak Tamil , but he did 
not conduct services in Tamil , not many people 
read or spoke Tamil by the time he had entered the 
ministry , it was all in English . Being a teacher 
he did make an impact as well as being conversant 
in English and taking the service in English . 

Ronnie - Did this have any effect on the community 
especially the Indian Community were majority were 
speaking in Telugu , Tamil , Hindi or Urdu? 

Ivan Fortunately he could speak Tamil and were he did 
especially , to very e l derly people he spoke to 
them in Tamil and they appreciated that , members 
of the congregation and people outside the church 
as well . 



Ronnie - Ivan could you say something about the school as 
well, the church had the school attached to it, 
your father would have been the chaplain? 

Ivan They had regular services for the children, the 
response he got for the Christian children was as 
one would have expected but the marked f2ature was 
that he had was the response from and the non 
Christian children as well, they'd come to church 
for that service, I don't know how often it was 
held, but I am sure at least once a month. 

Ronnie - Would you say that the school and services for 
even the non Christian children was the basis of 
evangelism and this is one way the Anglican Church 
increased in numbers? 

Ivan Yes I would say so, that the school and where the 
school linked up with the church there was 
positive advancement in the people accepting the 
gospel and numbers eventually increased. 

Ronnie - How long was he at St Michael's? 

Ivan Just about two years I think, and move to Christ 
Church after that . 

Ronnie - So he probably left St Michael's in early 1962, 
and replaced Rev Francis Cull for the interregnum, 
how long was he at Christ's Church Overport? 

Ivan He served Christ Church Overport till his 
retirement in 1967 and then served St Paul's 
during the interregnum in 1968. 

Ronnie - Ivan could you say something about the language 
that was used in your father's ministry? 

Ivan He spoke English he could speak Tamil, but he did 
not conduct services in Tamil, not many people 
read or spoke Tamil by the time he had entered the 
ministry, it was all in English. Being a teacher 
he did make an impact as well as being conversant 
in English and taking the service in English. 

Ronnie - Did this have any effect on the community 
especially the Indian Community were majority were 
speaking in Telugu, Tamil , Hindi or Urdu? 

Ivan Fortunately he could speak Tamil and were he did 
especially, to very elderly people he spoke to 
them in Tamil and they appreciated that, members 
of the congregation and people outside the church 
as well . 



Ronnie - Would you say this helped to be part of his 
evangelism? 

Ivan Yes I think they could see something in him more 
than someone who would keep to himself he was 
outgoing, he was friendly he could accommodate 
himself with children , adults and very old people 
so he did have an influence on people of all ages . 

Ronnie - Ivan could you say something about the problems 
your dad experienced in his ministry at St Paul's , 
St Michael's and Christ Church, were they similar 
in all three churches or were they different sets 
of problems? 

Ivan No the problems at St Michael ' s were minimal even 
in Christ Church , he was well received , he was 
loved . 

Ronnie - Do you think it was a bad appointment on the part 
of the Bishop , having sent your dad back to his 
home parish where he grew up where the people knew 
him well? 

Ivan The initial appointment , I don't think the Bishop 
had a choice in that because Rev David was St 
Aidan's and Rev Francis was at Christ Church and 
they were establishing themselves and probably 
thought well he ' d rather have him there as 
assistant priest. There was the priest in- charge 
who had the final say , although it was a wiser 
thing for him to have gone to a new parish. 

Ronnie - Could you something about how this problem in his 
ministry effected his fami l y life especially his 
wife and children because they were also part of 
the parish? 

Ivan Yes it did definitely effect, there were times we 
though t he was taking to much especially at St 
Paul's , it did effect the family as well not only 
the children , but also members of the wider family 
but it soon wore down and it did not worry us , but 
though the family was very supportive of my 
father. 

Ronnie - flow would you say he was receive at St Paul's and 
how was his family received? 

Ivan St Paul's was a church that unfortuna~~1y 
encountered family feuds for a long long time . 
There were certain families who wanted to dominate 
the church, they did not only gave my father a 
hard time , they gave almost every priest at that 
time . If they could not love a man like father 
Langaley who had a MA degree , was a lecturer at 
the theological college , and who made a big impact 
on the congregation, there was something wrong 
with these people . Their spiritual life was at a 
low ebb and this is why they were doing it . 



Ronnie - How was the family received in St ~lichael 1 s and 
Christ Church Overport? 

Ivan Very well ! The family took a very active part in 
the life of the church. 

Ronnie - What are the positive areas you can say about your 
dad's ministry? 

Ivan I think that the success of his ministry lay in 
fact that he was a very honest and upright person , 
he did not compromise principles , he stood for 
what was right , and one of famous sayings was 
learn to be a doormat but upright like the door 
frame, be ready to serve but abide your 
principles . Peopl e respected him for him that. He 
was a friend to anyone from the toddler to the 
aged and he could adapt himself when it came to 
young people and people took to him . I think it 
was because of his involvement in community work , 
his abi l ity as an outstanding teacher , sports 
administrator , this was part of him . 

Ronnie - Ivan, apart from the appointments your father 
served in , how was he received in the Diocese , 
that is incl uding the Indian , Black, Coloured and 
White Clergy? 

Ivan There was only one Coloured at that time , but he 
was well received , he had a lot of friends amongst 
the clergy . He was outgoing . 

Ronnie - Could you say something about how he was received 
in churches that were not Indian , was he invited 
to preach , ce l ebrate the Eucharist and if he did , 
did he enc ounter any problems , because it was the 
apartheid society at that time? 

Ivan No Bl ack Clergy was invited to a white c hurc h , so 
there was no problem, as he was not invited. 

Ronnie - I van , how would you evaluate your dad ' s ministry 
in today ' s situation? 

Ivan I think he woul d have adapted well because he 
had no pre j udices he had friends in any race group 
he got on well at St Luke ' s , when he was 
assisting there and where ever he went , I think he 
woul d have done wel l , because he cou l d bridge the 
age , generation gap , he would have adapted to the 
direction the church was going in. 

Fr . Anthony died in February of 1976 and was hurried in 
Mountain Raise cemetary Pietermaritzburg . 
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