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THE INTERVIEW HELD WITH REV, 

NYELISANI ALBERT SIKHUBA OF THE 

EVANC-iELI C~AL LLJTHERAN C~HT.JRCH IN 

SOUTHERN AFRICA CELCSA> ON THE 

20 SEPTEMBER 1994 AT UMPHUMULO 

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
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I would like to know your full names, 

I am Nyelisani Albert Sikhuba. 

Where and when were you born? 

I was born in Venda, in 1952. 

What, denomination do you belong to and I would like to 

know about your level of education, 

I am a minister of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Southern Africa, I was ordained in 1979. For the last 

six years I have been working as t.he as a Dean in the 

Lutheran Church. I went. to school in Venda where I 

matriculated and then I studied in Umphmnulo from 1975 

to 1978, University of South Africa, and University of 

Zimbabwe. 

What is your relationship with the indigenous clergy? 

I had a normal relationship with other churches 

before coming to Umphumulo. I was involved in 
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structures trying to work together as Black clergy. 

For me as a Black priest I feel we must work together 

because perishners do not even recognise the question 

of being Lutheran or Anglican. I see all of them as 

ministers of God so we must work together to preach 

the word of God and to do His work. 

What was the reaction of your family and conlllnmity 

when you took up ministry? 

It was a mixed reaction, some people felt that the 

work that I was going to do was not of much value 

because I was doing well at school so they wanted me 

to take scientific line and do B.Sc. in Agriculture 

so it was a disappointment because they were looking 

at material gain. People t h ought I would go to study 

and come back and work in the community in 

agriculture or as a teacher so it was a 

disappointment. 

What was the reaction from other members of the church 

when you we.Pe going to be trained as the minister? 

For the church members it was joy especially for the 

congregation I am coming from and since it was the 

first. time they had produced a minister so it was a 

great joy for them and it, was very encouraging for me. 

Where and when were you trained to be a minister? 

I was trained here at Umpumulo for four years, from 
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1975 to 1978. 

When did Umphumulo started training ministers? 

The Lutheran Theological Seminary was first at 

Oscarsberg and it moved from there to Umphwnulo on 2 

October 1962. As from January 1963 the Seminary 

started operating on the new premises of Umphumulo 

under the leadership of G. Lislerud as the rector. 

Can you please tell the historical background of the 

training of indigenous clergy before they were trained 

at Oscarsberg or Umphumulo? 

During the eighteenth and the nineteenth century 

missionaries of the Lutheran confessions arrived in 

Southern Africa. They came mainly from Germany, 

Norway, Sweden, Finland and America. For the Lutheran 

missionaries teaching and literacy went hand in hand 

in Southern Africa. Lutheran missiona1'ies wherever 

they went, they introduced literacy courses because 

they wanted the indigenous people to be al)le to read 

the Bible themselves. Although missionaries were slow 

in establishing programmes for the training of Afric-an 

c-lergy. In 1893 the Norwegian Mission Societ~r 

ordained its first African pastor by the name of Simon 

Ndlela who served as a teacher and evangelist for many 

years, and also in 1903 Samuel Ninela was ordained. 

As the mission work proc-eeded there developed a 
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growing demand for more qualified African church 

workers, teachers, evangelists and pastors for the 

rising number of congregations and further missionary 

outreach. Today Luthe1~an clergy are trained at 

Umphtunulo Seminary. This was not the only place for 

clergy training, Marang Lutheran Theological Seminary 

and Botshabelo Training College were part of the 

training, Umphrnnulo has been the major training of the 

Lutherans since 1962. At the turn of the century the 

Norwegian Missionary Society financed the building of 

a school at Umplnunulo for the Scandinavian 

missionaries in Natal. Later in 1912 a Teacher~s 

Training College for Zulu~s was established. In 1956 

when the central governme11t took over all Bantu 

Education the buildings were rented to the Bantu 

Education Department . In 1962 the Luth eran Mission 

regained control of the buihUngs which were used to 

establish the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern 

Africa Theological Seminary. 

What kind of training do people get from Umphrnm1lo 

Theological Seminary 

When the Lutheran Theological Seminary started 

training clergy it had t.wo kinds of training 

programmes. The first was a four year course which 

was open to Africans with a minimwn educational 

qualification of a Senior Certificate or a Jtmior 



Certificate plus a Teacher Training Certificate. The 

second programme was a pre-seminary school. Here 

prospective students were taught matric subjects until 

they reached ma tr ic standa1•d. It. was cal led a pre

seminary because the students were also taught 

theological subjects like Biblical Studies, Ethics and 

others so that they get some introdutory to their 

later theological training. After the pre-seminary 

phase the student, would then enrol for a third 

programme which was then the B.A. Theology with the 

University of south Africa. The pre-seminary phase 

was abolished in the early 1970s when it became clear 

that there was a possibility that those with matric 

passes in the congregations were willing to be trained 

too. It was during this time that the Junior 

Certificate was also abolished as an entrance to the 

Theological Seminary. According to the Lutheran 

TI1eological Seminary Constitution adopted by the 

Governing Board (November 25, 1965: paragraph 7) · 

"The admission of students shall be on the basis of 

spiritual qualification and the required educational 

standard." TI1ere had always l1een three kinds of 

certificates offered by the Semina1•y: Seminary 

Ministerial Diploma; .. 1oint Board Diploma and The 

B.T. with University of South Africa. Presently at 

tl1e end of four years of study a student is awarded 

two certificates: a Ministerial Diploma in Theology 
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and t,he Joint Board Diploma in Theology. Those who 

want to further their studies and who qualify are sent 

to the University of Natal (Pietermaritzburg) by the 

church, 

Do you who were the first indigenous principals or 

rectors? 

The first indigenous rector was Rev. Makhathini; who 

was followed by Rev. Sihlangu; then followed l1y Rev, 

Nsibande who was a pa1"'t time lecturer in University of 

Natal (P/M/BURG); who was then followed by Dr. Msomi 

who was once a lecturer here and is now lecturing at 

University of Natal (Pietermaritzburg)_ 

Did you experience any segregation during your 

training? 

Yes, by that time the segregation was between Africans 

and the so-called Coloureds and Indians. Although we 

att.ended the same classes with them but when it came 

to acconllmdation, Indians and the so- called Coloureds 

separately from Africans which was a big issue by that 

time. This segregation was even more evident with the 

Germans (whites), they we1•e not allowed to come and 

stay in the Seminary. 

Did you expe1·ience any alienation of the African 

culture in your training? 
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Yes, during the time I trained here, the emphasis was 

on the Western culture so I did experience alienation 

of the African culture when I was traineLi. the 

emphasis was that one should leave everything that is 

African to be a Christian e.g. clothing, dressing, all 

the ways of living, sometimes you are not allowed to 

be with your family members if there is family 

gatherings, even to eat from the wooden plate would l1e 

seen as going bacli to heathenism, even our African 

medicine is seen as witch-craft and our herbalists as 

witch-doctors. Everything is thrown away and Western 

culture and ways of doing things are seen as the 

correct way to live and being a good Christian if you 

follow their life style. 

Where and when did you start your ministry:' 

I was ordained in 1979 and that is the same year I 

started my ministry in Pretoria, in Hamanskraal, 25 

kilometers from Pretoria. I stayed there until 1984 

and at beginning of 1985 I went to work in Harari, 

Zimbabwe until the beginning of 19Eltl. 

Do you experience any segregation in your ministry? 

No, we are working as a group, in the (ELCSA), when 

you are out there from Umplmmulo its broader al though 

there is a German Church in which we do not worship 

together with them. Where I was placed, it was a 
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Tswana speaking area so I did not experience any 

alienation and segregation was not a problem. 

Do you see any inclusion of the African culture in 

your ministry? 

1- • •• 
' < 

No, the African culture is not included, you still 

find people who do not want anything offered our 

fellow blacl~s from the African cultural heritage to be 

included in worship and in music. The music, the way 

we pray and our worship is still Western and German, 

which has nothing indigenous but only just foreign. 

What is your personal reminiscence about the previous 

indigenous clergy? 

What I know is that they had little education if they 

had it at all. They were not fully trained some were 

trained as teachers in Buchabelo and other places, as 

I have mentioned them before, these were the 

institutions of the church. As teachers they were 

also priests and they would attend up-grading courses 

until they were ordained and this was how some of 

them l1ecame ministers in t,he Lutheran Church. 

How do you see yourself in the chain of 

Southern African indigenous clergy? 

I do not think that so far I have changed much, I am 

,just following the masses. The difference is that I 
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have had an intense training because I studied with 

Ump}nuuulo Theological Seminary; University of Soutl1 

Africa and also with the University of Zimbal1we when I 

was working there as a minister. 

What is your assessment of the current situation 

concerning indigenization of clergy? 

For me its difficult to say how can you indigenize 

clergy since every thing they learn is from Western 

and the books that they learn are all written by 

Western scholars with their own frames of references 

and their own cultures and way of life, so it is 

problematic because even today the training is still 

Western. To teach people to fight against their own 

cult,ure for me its quite a difficult tusk to teach the 

people to understand the Gospel out of their own 

context. 

What are the prospects of the future concerning the 

maki11g of the indigenous clergy? 

I think the future prospects would l'ely on a person J s 

creativity towards creating something to be African. 

It will depend on how the indigenous clergy see the 

human-being. Is a hrnnan-being just the soul or body 

or is it the coml1ination of the two, so he will have 

to integrate the two and take the people~s 

backgrounds very serious. Taking the whole person as 



composed of both the soul and the body. In the first 

place you must take his cultural bacJi::ground seriously 

and that person will have to address the question of 

liturgy; music so that it will suit the indigenous 

people, which will be very a very exiting thing to do , 

I believe. 


