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SIDEA
[Tape counter reading] (005)

GT:

Dr Roberts, could you just explain how you got involved, or how Durban
Christian Centre originated?

FR:

Well, it's part of the Pentecostal Movement..

GT:

Right

FR:

... for many years and had a church in the suburbs in Durban which has grown
to be a significant church in the Pentecostal Movement. And when the
charismatic phenomenon !broke out, it wasn't quite understood by
Pentecostals. But I saw scores of people who were from the mainline churches
who received the baptism of the Holy Spirit, speaking in tongues which was
common to Pentecostals put this was a new phenomenon to the [inaudible].
The lack teaching and I WELS invited to come to some of their home meetings
that they were having in Durban. The Full Gospel Businessmen's fellowship
which was a trans-denominational movement. It was led by Bob Trench who
was a close friend of ours. He invited me to go with him to Mauritius. We
had meetings and we had al whole revival [inaudible] down there and
consequently there were about ten churches started out there.

GT:

When was that about, Dr Roberts?

FR:

1979.

GT:

'79
(019)

FR:

And we, er ... I felt impressed to have meetings in the centre of the city for our
denomination ...

GT:

Right.

FR:

... because there was nothing in the centre of the city. We discovered there
was close to a hundred thousand people residing in the centre of the city. We
had eight churches just for the whites and then there are scores of churches for
Indians and coloured folks, in and around about Durban, the black folk in the
townships. Just the Indian., Indian group alone we have about 60 000, had
60000 members in the Pentecostal church belonged to.
(016)
So I wanted to have a centre in the centre city to ... in a theatre and to
evangelize primarily in the centre city, because people don't reside in the
centre so much, not family people. So to have a church in the centre city in
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the city church, was more evangelists reaching out to people. So I ran a trial
thing on it, with ... for it took about six weeks, every Sunday afternoon, just
didn't conflict with any of the churches.
(033)
But prior to that, while I was still pastoring that particular church, for the
Businessmen's Fellowship, I went to Stanger and had a meeting on a
Wednesday night. And the District Surgeon, who's Dr van Zyl, his wife,
they were baptised in the Spirit And they subsequently asked me to come up
every Wednesday, wlbich I did (035)
I think, for the space of about a year and went and taught them. We had great
meetings on Wednesday nights. And that call also, caused a stir throughout
the Nation because this doctor started to pray for the sick. And he said,
"What shall I do?" So I said, "Let's go where the need is and open up."
(039)
So we travelled to, every Sunday virtually, we went to different ... or every
second Sunday, we went to some of the major cities like Pretoria - the City
Hall was jammed - we even had blacks sitting outside, who couldn't get in at
that time. They wouldn't let them in. We had meetings in Benoni; in Far
North; right down into Cape Town in the major big auditoriums and they
were overflowing wit.h people. And ... there was just a significant move,
particularly in the ... among the historical people being baptised in the Spirit.
(046)
So I had meetings on a Sunday afternoon in the Playhouse Theatre for six
Sundays. We had about 2000 converts. That's a miraculous heatings take
place. People come in their wheel-chairs, push their wheel chairs out. Fairly
dramatic heatings took place. But there were at least, I should say, about 300
odd people who had been touched by the baptism of the Holy Ghost, who
were either Catholic, Anglican, Methodist, Presbyterian, what have you,
Dutch Reform, who now were hanging loose because
(054)
they had come to the Sunday afternoon meeting and they had had ... which
they enjoyed and they'd come to my church. And then I ... they kept on me:
''Why don't you have something in the centre of the city?" So I approached
my denomination and they, they ... some felt that it was alright, some didn't.
They didn't understantd what had to be done. Actually the churches in the
area opposed it So I said_: "Well. I feel that this is God saying we must do it."
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So we ... they released me to go and do it and blessed me to do it. And
although they didn't understand what was happening.
(060)
So I ... we hired the·, we continued in the Playhouse on Sundays. We had
meetings there for a while on Sundays, sort of almost like a church. And the
Lyric Theatre came up. So we bought that. No money! We had no money.
When I left my denomination, I left my ... I lost my pension. lost everything I
had. They had givein me a Mercedes Benz which I sold to help finance the
thing.
(066)
We ... I started with fifteen people, who said, "Look, you know, we need ... "
A lot of these people were hanging loose and they felt they needed a spiritual
home. "So I don't know how we do it but anyway, it's all new to us but you're
part of the denomination, the structured denomination, but you've got that
background."

GT:

Right.

FR:

So we bought that theatre without any tangible finances. I didn't have money.
[inaudible)
(073)
Nobody did. [inaudible] But it was quite miraculous. They gave it to us
over a period of paying. RIO 000 and then over six months [inaudible). So
we built. And subsequently within a year, it was paid for. In fact, we paid for
it before the year was up. But within a year it was too small. It could seat 600
people, and we had ttD run two services. And in those days, we were ... we
just hung totally free. It was just a centre. The vision was a centre for all
Christians irrespective. But of course, apartheid was still very, very strong
and I had a certain amount of resistance from the white people, that Indians
come, and coloureds.
(081)
So what I did, I started meetings at Chatsworth. We started another centre
there with someone to run it and one at Wentworth, thinking that we could
ferret these people away to appease the white people. But it didn't work.
Because those grew. Those centres grew as well as us growing. It just
continued to increase - more and more. So I said, "Well just forget it."
[inaudible] But now it's going right across the political thing of the country
and er, so I said: "W'ell, let's, let's just go right ahead.'' And we moved to the
Embassy [inaudible] we moved to the Embassy Theatre. It could seat over
2000 people. One of the biggest theatres in Southern Africa. [inaudible]
(089)
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So we moved in ther1e on Sundays and just continued to grow phenomenally.
And we just said, "Now it's for all people." I had the secret Police come and
see me and grill me on it. "What do you think you're doing?'' They gave me
hell, [inaudible]. Th.ey said, "You can't do this because you ... - it's against
the law. Where are you going?" And they were suspicious, mainly, against
it But let it ride, they won't try and stop me, it was obvious, but they let it
ride, Just watching very carefully. Attending the meetings regularly, you
know, watching what's happening with the black folks and Indian folks
coming together.
(097)
So we, er, we started, you see, no look. Th.is is the way it's got to go because
Durban city, you've got a huge Indian population and the black folks are out
on the perimeters at the time. So naturally you're going to get a large Indian
contingent and they're very hungry for spiritual [inaudible]. And we didn't
have much of structure. We were just having fun. You know, just come
together, have meetings. Just enjoy the meetings. And didn't even have a
membership. Just ... Didn't have deacons. Didn't have anything like that.
We just ... the people just come and be blessed. And anyway, it was just a
centre for all Christians to come and enjoy. And of course, we found that
after a while, people were looking upon it as their church.
(1 07)
And then they wanted caring. We have people dying, and they said, "Who's
going to bury us?" "We want to marry. Who's going to marry us?" So we
couldn't hang loose like that. You know, to, so that we didn't offend the
churches. We were doing it particularly not to offend the churches. Because
once you start with establishing a local church, then you ostracize yourself.
So we just hung loose on that. We said, ''Trans-denominational. Anybody
can come. Just come and be blessed. Go to your church. Belong to your
church. And there was a whole lot who, in fact, ran into hundreds, who didn't
want to go back to thei'.r churches. Some of them didn't belong to any
churches. Now they get converted. What do you do? So there was a strong
appeal for people to be: cared for. So then we had to start to have some kind of
structure. The moment we started to baptise people by immersion, because
we believe in that, we lost some. They said, "Now you are becoming
doctrinal." And when we start having communion, they felt, well, you know,
some said, you can only have communion if you belong to our church and this
is also a bit [inaudible] . And we started to have friction with that. But I
realized, look, we have to have some kind of commitment. If you're going to
build something, establish, it's going to be lasting, according to scripture,
(125)
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I

.

you've got to have .. . it's got to be a church. In fact, we were the first out
there in the nation, basically. I don't think any other church prior to us at the
same time [inaudible], started after we did. We had the first Faith Convention
in the country. But we had ... we had to get something grounded and
established, so we set up constit ... er, our legally, we were set up as a
non-profit organiz.ation. Still are.
(134)
So as a non-profit assoc:iation, we have to have a board of directors, and we
have to have seven directors. But now, in having seven directors like that,
who you are answerable~ to when it comes to finances. And, you've got to
have, um, got to have y,our books audited. You can't ... necess ... They're not
necessarily elders, because some of these men are brilliant businessmen.
(137)

And one of them we haid, we got, as I say, was Erick Tocknell, he owned the
Wimpy Bar franchise in the country. An ex ... a tremendous businessman.
So you know, you have that kind of help. But he's also got the call of God in
his life. When we started Bible School, he came to Bible School and others
came and ..started Bible :School to help people to study the Word, ...
GT:

When was that Doctor?
(142)

FR:

That was 1982, I think we started the Bible School which was a day-school I
night school. What we did in the day time, we did at night time. And, er,
we just, er, you know, it was a school that ... that was based on the
curriculum of Christ for the Nations in America, which is the ... the
most outstanding and leading charismatic school, at that time. We ran
with their curriculum. We had graduates from the school who were
teaching. And whateveir ... We had recognition from them. If our students
studied two years .. a ye:ar they could go and do the second year there, or
visa versa. We've still got that kind of recognition. And I've never
represented [inaudible].
(1 53)
So, anyway, they ... th1! growth of it was absolutely phenomenal. And
then from us, people w1!nt out and started churches, or churches grew. We
started one at Empangeni. Started one at Amanzimtoti, down at Scottburgh,
not Scottburgh, down at Margate. Then 'Maritzburg. Then Estcourt.
Then just the ones we p1ersonally had imput into, East Rand Christian Centre.
We built and got ground there. Businessmen we know very well out of
funds that were available from the Church that went, which was a more
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Pentecostal Revival type centre, went bankrupt. Not [inaudible], went
bankrupt - and closed clown. Had [inaudible]. And we bought a piece of
ground right opposite the [inaudible], about ten acres and
( 165)
he helped financially anq our own businessmen .. And we built a building that
would seat a thousand pcfople. Nice play [inaudible] with no congregation.
No members. While I was doing this, I was going up there to help him with
that and my son-in-law and myself were the ministers here, so he ... we'd
alternate. He'd go there and I'd stay and alternate with that one. When we
opened, the night we opened the building, we had 700 people. So we
established the Christian Centre there. Others subsequently felt they wanted
to link with us in associiation in the Nation and we formed a fellowship,
called, Christian Fellowship International which was an umbrella
movement, which has now been superceded by Christian Ministries and
Churches International. So it's an umbrella, for covering for
accountabliting and for further ministry which we felt that God was leading
us into, which now has extended to the international whicb of course
[inaudible).
(178)
GT:

Sorry, when were these two instituted.

FR:

That was instituted, CFI, Christian Fellowship International, was
instituted way back whi!n we found we had to have a church, we had to
become a church and the other hurches started, and they were looking for
some kind of relationship and cover. We need marriage licences, to marry
people.
(182)
Now you've got to marry these people coming to these churches. You need
marriage licences, you need ... At that time, if you wanted to go and
study, or have affirmatiive army, so I spent a lot oftime arranging that. And
we, you know, like one person went through all over Natal, the Christian
Centres, I believe everywhere you go [inaudible], so [inaudible] sparked in
Stanger and one built th.ere too, and right down the coast. They just sprung
up talcing the name of the Christian Centre, because it was a ... People, you
know, they relate to it because it was a significant move because of the ...
They were sick and tired of church, you see. They felt you put church there
it's ... All they think is tiraditionalism. The bondage. So ...
(193)
So we, er, we had to establish some kind of guideline, so we have a, apart
from our constitution, we have the right to operate and how we operate with a
board of directors, we bad to have another constitution, which is the
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operational one and how we operate. And that now, is also got to be changed
because we've outgrown that. But we ... we saw that we have to have elders
and deacons, whereas the denomination I came out of, they operate more
deacons. They have dders but they, the elders don't govern. The deacons
govern the church. So it's an elector system which we felt [inaudible]
scripture,
(203)
the charismatics have moved out of that - elector system, more to a
theocratic form of government. God raises a leader like he did Moses and
then he chooses men, and those men work with him to choose the
deacons and appointments. It's all by appointment. So this is how we
charismatics currently operate on that score. The, the ... Our growth, out of
that we, we are ... we sent/my son-in-law, a [inaudible] minister, he went to
Cape Town and together we started the church there and moved finally to
the Three Arts, which that became ... You know, they raised money and
they bought ground, or leased ground, they leased ground and they've, from
the [inaudible] up. And we built a building that seats two and a half
thousand people. Thatt's grown now, it's one of the biggest, if not the
biggest charismatic churches in the country ...
GT:

What's the name of this church?

FR:

Good Hope Christian Centre in the Cape. Now that church is more closely
linked with us than the other. Probably that one and, there's one now at
Hillcrest, there, the man who had the franchise for the Wimpy Bars. He ... we
started there on a Sunday night having meetings and then finally he went
there as the pastor and he ... he's pastoring it. They're running about 1500
people.
(221)
That's the Christian Felllowship. And that's most, that's probably 90 / 99%
white folks that [inaudible). The one at ... the one at Estcourt was rather
unique. I was there years ago, started it ... started a Pentecostal church and a
man gave me ten acres of ground. And the preacher who followed me after
two years, I had about a hundred people in the church, and he followed me
and he sold nine acres ,and with the proceeds he built a little church and a
manse. And of course,, it's changed, and this is over the years. Then
when this pastor went 1there [inaudible], he started Christian Centre, Estcourt
Christian Centre and he worked closely with us. It ... it grew quite
phenomenally. I went there and had special meetings in the Town Hall.
(232)
And I mention this stoiry of this man giving us the ground, and the man who
bought the nine acres, was in the meeting. He said, came to the preacher and

J
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said, "I've got no right to it," he said, ''it belongs to God.'' So he said, "I'll
give you the nine acn:!s to build a church on." So he gave the nine acres plus
the bricks to build a new building. And if you go there now, you'll see this
building that's been built there and the beautifully laid out gardens. And after
all these years, God give back [inaudible] and what he wanted. And he's
subsequently bought the old Pentecostal church that [inaudible) had started,

(241)
and the manse, as part of the whole set-up. So it's all come, you know. The
whole ten acres now ils back there with these buildings on. And he's now
reaching out to the black community [inaudible). I think they're reaching out
to about 30 000 thous:and young people. Training the school teachers in the
(inaudible] schools and very effective up there. Very powerful ministry going
on among them.

(247)
So, you know, there''s a lot of churches who can mention, that are
associated, and how they started and how they are connected with us in
association, that's noit important. We ... we established ourselves then as a
local church with a proper order and accountability and set up home groups
to care for the people. And divided Durban into districts. So we have twelve
districts, and we have twelve ministers over each district, a pastor in each
district, looking over ... after those people geographically. So I'm
[inaudible] with the bishop, the overseer, the [inaudible] of this. And this
continued to grow too, now. So we have under each one, they have Jay
pastors, who look afte:r people. So each person looks after ten ... eight to
ten people, or eight to twelve people. And then, when they have about 50
they're looking after, we move them on, in growth and development ministry.
(263)
When they've got about 250 to 300 people, then we think of them becoming a
day ministers. Because they've not only have to srudy, but they also have to
prove themselves in the ministry. So that's how we train the ministers.
GT:

Is that current or has that [inaudible] as the years have passed?

FR:

Well, that's developedl. Developed from small beginnings, slowly it's
developed into what we are now. And we sold ... we sold the Lyric and with
the deposit we bought this place. We built this for RSOO 000. It's an
incredible amount [inaudible]. And we've been here now six years. It's
got ... it's got too smalll, because we've got to run three services here now four actually. Four. 7rhere's four different congregations.

GT:

And how many, how many [inaudible] does it seat?
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(279)
FR:

1 500. One, five. We have one at 7, we have one at 8:30, one at 10:30 and
one at 6. That's here. Then at the same time on Sunday mornings, we have a
... we have a service at Chatsworth. Hired a big place there. There's a
service going at Wentworth at the same time. And there's one going at Kwa
Mashu on Sunday afternoons - in a theatre we've got there.
(288)
We've got this big theatre given to us which renovated, fixed. In Umlazi,
we bought ground. No1, actually, we didn't buy it, it was donated to us. We
bought ground at [inaudible] and we're just busy buying ground at Phoenix.
So Phoenix has ... We've got a big warehouse there that we hlre [inaudible).
So we've got ...They're not separate churches, they're worship centres, but
they like ..., they run lik,e a church. There's a minister, he's got elders,
he's got deacons, he's g1c>t home groups. So each one in the areas operate that
way. So it's almost like: a outer Durban, inner Durban. We just want to
reach the whole City. But they're all members of Durban Christian Centre.
So it's Durban Christian Centre, Chatswort~ Durban Christian Centre,
Phoenix; Durban Chris:tian Centre, Wentworth; Durban Christian Centre,
Kwa Mashu. But it's all one family.

All these ministers meet together on Friday mornings at half past five,
week ... every week, for praying, for reports, feedback, sharing, encouraging
and so on. At 8:30 I have ... we have a staff meeting for the people who
work here, with communion, every week. So that's basically how we're
operating. We have, I don't know how many home groups now. At the last
count, I thinkjust in home groups,
(308)
we had about 2000 peojple, meeting on Thursday nights in home groups. In
those home groups, they receive offerings which we call the Saint's Relief
Fund. That money is taken from the fund, or it's kept in the fund, plus
donations received to h,elp the needy in the body. Because we've got to take
care of those in the inaudible first. That's why we bad to get into
membership. If there's no commitment, he never belongs. So that's
[inaudible] at the end of the month. So a person outside becomes ... asks for
money, we'll have a look it. But the first people we consider are
[inaudible], people whio belong. Because if you don't care ... take care of
your own family, you're~ worse than a heathen, so this is family. So if you
want that kind of protection and care, you need to come in here and be a
member, otherwise you won't get it. We get all kinds of people: Would
you pay our light bill? Would you pay our HP on this? And would you .

J
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Oh, all kinds of ... I'd like some food. And so forth and so on. Well, it's
okay there is a ... We do help in that direction.
(323)
We gave RIO 000 assistance to the [inaudible] Bible Society in town here for
Bibles and we will give a special donations to those kind of efforts. But
when it comes to our own people, then each home group knows that they ...
they are responsible for the people in the group, so if you are in a group, and
you're in need, and we see that need,
(330)
we can help you where we can. Stand by you, assist you as much as we can.
We've got a tremendous programme going at Wentworth [inaudible] and at
Newlands West ...East, where we're actually starting little businesses
for the people and getting them started - showing them how. And
they're running these businesses and being very successful - these
businesses. Some business people started with just about nothing.
Teaching them. One man I know of, bad nothing three years ago, had
nothing. He's now a mulltimillionaire. Just unreal the way he's going. But ...
so that's practical, practical aspects.
(337)
We er, now at Christmas time we're going to feed about ~00 people who
haven't got, who won't have friends, anybody, give them some social
activity out there at Wentworth and at Newlands East and at Kwa Mashu.
Usually every year, for years now, we've killed a couple of oxen to give the
old people [inaudible]. It's just a little thing because it's a big bottomless pit.
You try and, you know, start looking at that side of -it.
(345)
A guy thought, well, these squatters are poor. But I discovered that they
don't pay rent; they don't pay lights; and they're getting a tradesmen's salary
for instance and they're living pretty good.
(347)
So, you know, there's a liot of that, that you start discovering too. But
when it comes to our Saints Relief Fwid, we will give people ... We used to
have food parcels. We used to collect food. But it's a ... the infrastructure
that needs ... it's very difiicult, it's hard. So now we just give them food
vouchers and they go and buy themselves what they want, the necessities.
They can't buy food in a place that sells liquor or tobacco. The vouchers
[inaudfole]. That's just the ... There ...
(355)
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We ... we bought ... Well this place now, has got too srnaJl and we've
bought ground next to the freeway as you leave Durban. I don't know if
you've seen it?
GT:
FR:

Yes, I think I have. Has there been a tent up there recently?
Yes. We put a tent up there as a ... And we had the first service up there at
8:00 o'clock. It could seat 2000. And then we come here for the second
service. That was packed and this was packed. Then we started looking at
a third service, which we started at seven here. So we have a service here at
7, go there at 8, come: back here at 10:30. So that's ... that ... Come back at
6 again for a night service, which is a lot of young people come at night.
The people that live far out, they come. So it's a whole new ... another
congregation.
(367)
So the wind blew that tent down. It was given, given to us to use, it was
not insured, blew it down. And we just moved the service back here. So
we have three services here. But we're in the move to [inaudible] ...

GT:

[inaudible] the locatio,n?

FR;

The location. So, ya1u know, a lot of churches, we'd love to have just
[inaudible] those people. So we lost them. We've built one building there,
which will be a day care centre for kids and well, the next building's
nearly finished which will be the education centre. Christian Education.
They'll both be, when we've got the new building up, they'll be [inaudible]
church. The Bible School, we [inaudible] we hope to move in at the end
of February and we're going to build a chapel there. Funerals, for
weddings. Real picturesque, little chapel. 'Cause people don't ~ to get
married in in this big !building. Over the years, I think, we've ... I've
conducted many private weddings and [inaudible], and young couples don't
to get married. They want a quaint little church building. So a
big building's too cold, unfriendly. So that's, that's what ... We've got the
plans drawn for the new building which should seat about 7000.
(386)
It's going to be the biggest church building in the country that has a free ... free
span steel beam right across [inaudible]. Won't be the biggest in Durban,
because the ... they'v1! just passed plans now for [inaudible] ... 175
[inaudible] long. So, anyway, it's ... that's where we're at right now in
development and the ,growth of the situation. So in a nutshell, that's
basically [inaudible].
(395)
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[inaudible]. Thank you. And then your Mission focus over the years, has
that been quite constant or has there been ... ?
There's been quite a strong Mission focus. Mauritius, we've supported
Mauritius financially, regularly. We have, and subsequently [inaudible] have
established ten churches in Mauritius, three in Reunion, one on the little
island of [inaudible]. We've, we, er, there's a man who came to Bible School
who has gone to Bolivia. We support him ... and ... from missions. There's,
er, one left, one student went to England, started a church there which
[inaudible] in [inaudible] us. Then one of our, one of our [inaudible) went
to Holland, and we've: subsequently started three churches there.
(408)
One of our men went 1to Lisbon, who started a charismatic church there.
America, there's a ... we haven't started a church, but in America, there's a
whole group of churches who want to relate to us. And there is a chu ...
now churches in Zambia. In Zaire there's seven and in Malawi there's six
who are relating to us in fellowship. We look upon them as missions that we
support, not only in prayer, but also we go and minister to them, try and
help them. Put some money in if we can.
(419)
But we ... we're pretty well snowed up already with commitments - with
Kwa Mashu and with Umlazi. Those are two areas where the funds coming in
from those areas don't. pay for them at all. They can't support them. So
we... Last year alone, we gave Kwa Mashu, R50 000. Just that area
alone. So we ... we're putting into missions about, um, monthly, I should
imagine, we're putting about, er, RJO 000 into missions [inaudible].
(429)
GT:

And missions on a pwctical level, are they self-help, evangelical or ... in that
sense. Or how ... how would you describe them?

FR:

Well missions ... We !bought a tent. I ...

\
(432)
Crusades ... I helped them, you know, to Crusade. After each one, we
baptised between fowr and five hundred people [inaudible]. Now they ... we've
started a pre-school at Kwa Mashu and we're going to build a building now.
We've got R20 000 towards it, earmarked towards building a building at
Umlazi. Also a pre-school which we useas a church. Inanda, the same
thing. So, you know, that's part of the development. And also at Phoenix,
which is part of the C•;!tltral Durban situation.
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(443)
But we've looked upon Kwa Mashu and Umlazi more as missions because of
where they went [inaudible]. We've got some who are very closely linked,
just a few of the places: we've got the church in Ulundi, for instance, who
are closely linked to us more in missions. We are supporting about 21
churches in the Transkei. We have a man directing that operation. The tent
is there at present (inaudible] ... So we do get involved in, in ... Our mission
thrust is to evangeliz~:, establish a church. Raise up a church. Train people,
put them in there or the spiritual people will rise up, put them in the lead. So
that's the thrust that needs to become self-supporting, self-propagating in
every way. Support it's own minister, carry the load as much as they can.
(454)
GT:

So that's basically the mission ethos that's been carried over since Durban
Missions Centre began?

FR:

Ja, we've had that mission, not only start churches in the country, where
ever, the need arises and we get out there like we start, like Amanzimtoti
started; Cape Town, you know, like East Rand, these different churches.
But al~o out there in the rural areas, evangelize, to start churches and to
go overseas.
(464)
The Islands of the Indian Ocean are heavy on us and Madagascar we've
had a major thrust in there again. And to the North, as doors open up.
Because you've got to have key men. So we are, you know, looking for key
men to come in. There's a whole denomination that wanted to join us in the
Ivory Coast and I went there to talk to 200 ministers. Moving out of their
denominations, and coming into the charismatic movement. But I left and
they had an election, which I taught them was unscriptual, they had an
election and they elected themselves a president and they just went on the
same way as they were before, which I ... You know, breaks ... see new
ground like that, but your still best way to go, is to start and establish. Get
people, train them, excited about evangelism [inaudible] loss, and that's our
main thrust.
)
(479)
We're planning to tah~ teams ... We've already been sending teams up to
[inaudible] and gone to the Transkei. They've gone to, I can't remember,
elsewhere. They've just been to the Northern Transvaal, the Eastern
Transvaal. The Team Outreach.

GT:

The practical side of the training ...

FR:

The practical side. They ... there's a church there that relates to us, at
Hazyview, and they, they went there to help and evangelize in that area.
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And next year, in Ma.y, we're going to Poland, to Germany and to Holland
to over team, practical team to reach out like that. So that's where we are at
present and that's pretty well the vision. You know, building-wise, you've
got to have a building for the people, and a training centre. That will be the
main thrust. And how the changes will get on, we don't know.

(491)
GT:

One [inaudible] last question. How ... How have you seen the charismatic
theology changing over the years, from, I know, in the '80's, early 80's, a
specific faith emphasis, have you seen that change or is it still fairly
constant?

FR:

I don't think the charisma....

(497)
The charismatics were divided into three groups in the country. You may be
well aware of that. Thi:re was one group who was pro-Faith. Strong Faith
emphasis. Strong Faith emphasis, the Faith. Call it the Faith Movement and
they tried to change be1:ause they didn't want that to stick on them, so they
called it the Word Movement. But that, that was a strong, strong Faith Move
which primarily was Ray McCauley, Johannesburg. You know, he ... he'd
spent a lot of time with old people who'd been around and some others, and
he ... he soon discovered and learned that, that Faith Message wasn't the
beginning-and-end-all of everything. But unfortunately, in the United States,
the Rhema churches the~re, they've joined together and they have, they've
stuck together on Theology and then, you know, they've got some things
that if not ... if you don't talk like they talk in the Spirit, almost becomes
sectarian, which is the danger. Now, there are other ... other groups that
are also charismatic. The danger is, even for us, to become sectarian.
We believe in more. We've got everything. We're the answer. We ... we've
adopted the stance ofb,eing open to all, not being judgmental or
condemnatory. But to be open to the whole Body of Christ and to be
sensitive to see what God is saying, when we're moving.
(522)
And there's an emphasis that comes, accept that emphasis, but don't sho ...
close yourself inward aI11d say that's all there is. There's more. So that's
been our stance. In other words, we were looked upon more as the
churches that relate to us, me as a leader. We're looked upon as the
Restoration Flow Charismatics, you see. The Restoration, we feel, is
more ... it's always more. God's restoring more and more, and we're open to
the restorative move of God. You know what I'm saying.
(531)
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Because if you go back in history. and if you want to get some ... some
videos, get my videos teaching on the Present Truth ...
GT:

OK. Thank-you.

FR:

•.. at the Bible School and in there, I've ... I teach, we teach, it's part of our
course, we teach them where the different Nations come from. You'll get
the history. It's a sort of historical overview from the early church and how
the church went into decline. Into the days of Martin Luther that are the
only denomination, known as Roman Catholicism, the church had gone
totally in decline. And it was a marriage of Christianity and heathenism. So
that's why there's a Jo,t ofheathen.istic practices in the churches today and,
not that I want to be detrimental, but it's there. Burning candles, [inaudible]
rosaries,
(547)

I

sign of the cross, sign of the T - all comes from heathens. And so the
church went into that state of decline. Lost everything, it did no gifts of the
Spirit, no charismatic flow, nothing. So when Martin Luther came on the
scene, the first thing he restored was ... was repentance. So you had all the
Lutherian Churches come out of that. That ... it was a classical move of
God. So you had Presbyterians, the Refonn Churches, Lutherians, they all
came out of that move. And it let the Roman Catholic Church establish new
churches which still hung onto a lot of stuff.
(558)
Then ... then John Wesley, taught that you must have not only a personal
experience with God and the [inaudible], but you must also experience a clean
heart - sanctification. So he had little prayer meetings going all over Europe.
They developed into churches and ultimately into ch ... into churches
world-wide. So you have the Methodist denominations sprung out of that and
the Wesley, John Wesley and Charles Wesley.
(567)
Then after that came the Baptists. The Baptist ... there was a more truth
which they saw now baptism by immersion. They were talking of doctrine.
How the doctrine diffets - the charismatics and the others. Your ... the
Baptists believe that yo,u don't ...

(573)
Christening is not baptism, you've got to be immersed. So a whole new
movement started. And the Methodists persecuted the Baptists. Said, they
were wrong. So did the Lutherians, so did the Catholics. Persecuted. At the
tum of the century, simultaneously, all over the world, God called(?) in the
Spirit and there was a definite move of God which was the baptism of/ in(?)
the Spirit, speaking in tongues. And there came the understanding of
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the second coming of Christ, healing and all that. And that continued right
through until about 1970 ... 1978, sorry '47 - about '47, when you had men
like R. Roberts and others, and Billy Graham, they've been strong evangelism.
(586)
And there was a great move in healing the sick, and out of that came, what
we call, the Restoration Move, in the United States and elsewhere, where they
saw what I'm just tellil[lg you.[inaudible] saw this, God's restoring [inaudible].
And there was a deepe:r depth in praise and worship they saw, way back then.
Charismatics unlike Johnny-come-late, caught up with that particular move.
Now in 1979 when already it was this ... Way out there in New Zealand too,
they were a way ahead in that whole flow of the Restoration Flow. And,
and then came a ... er, a move of teaching, which we called Charismatic.
Charismatic wave or move was a teaching of men like Derek Prince,
(603)
not that you can name them, Kenneth Hagin. They started teaching. There
was a hW1ger for teaching because a lot of these people didn't have much
Word-base. So hungry for the Word. And any time there's a ... there's been
a restoration and a move of God, it's gone to extreme when ... when it came
to order that in all kinds of ex-tremes attached to it. There were movements in
this Country [inaudible] seven times and you know, just extreme.
(612)
When it came to this Faith Move, and I've been ... been caught up in it,
you've just got to ... you flow with what God's doing, it's a current move. It
went ... there was a lolt of extremes where people were ... were saying
tonight we're going to have ... be millionaires [inaudible]. And I tried a
balance and then they said you drive for balance, faith or wibelief and all that,
that kind of stuff. But we ... we saw that.
(622)
Then ... then you got ... got the Hatfield Christian Church. Ed Roebert, who
came out of the Baptist Movement, he was Baptist and the baptism of the
Holy Ghost. He wasrn't too friendly with the Pentecostals. Couldn't
W1derstand a lot of us and when it came to the Charismatic move, they were
dancing, clapping, much more exuberant than the Pentecostals were, and so
this ... this was a little bit too much for him as well. So ...
(632)
So we had, what we call the, they ... they said, the Charismatic I Baptist flow.
We have a Faith Flow and we have a Restoration Flow. We were called the
Restoration Flow. So we tried to get the three to play together but it didn't
quite work out. But it's a ... We've just stuck with what we sensed God is
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saying. That there's more than j ust the Faith Move. And it's come up
Prophetic Flow.
(641)

N ow there's coming a flow where God is emphasizing the establishing, the
founding , the establishing churches. So [inaudible] which, which is, er,
Apostolic. Church started Apostolic, just getting closer to the coming of the
Lord now. And the next ... It's preparation for one of the greatest harvests
we've ever seen. You're going to see thousands swept up. And before the
Lord comes back, a lot of the denominational barriers will go. I don't know
that's going to make it, [inaudible] but it's going to go. But that's basically
where we are at, teaching, you know.
GT:

Dr Roberts I thank yo,u for your time.

FR:

Anything else?
(655)

FR:

Um, I don't, don't think so. Um, I think you've covered all the main ... the
main aspects. May I Just check the points for clarification. Just the date of
Christian Fellowship International, when that began? Um, roughly?
1980

GT:

1980. And then International Christian Ministries [inaudible]

FR:

We started ... We changed CFI to Christian ...Christian Ministries and
Churches International ...

GT:

Right.

FR:

... um, this year.

GT:

OK. [inaudible]. And those churches that you spoke about, who relate to ...
overseas that relate to you through that [inaudible].

FR:

Yes, through that, through that umbrella It's an umbrella fellowshlp. It's
not a denomination. It's a relational umbrella for ministers and churches.
You can come in as am associate

GT:

I

(674)
if you are under a denomination if you want to, or you can become a full
member, which gives: you certain privileges and benefits. Convention
[inaudible], we have :regional conventions. And ultimately, we'll probably
have a ... an International Conventions.
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GT:

And you mentioned that when the three streams were coming together, or
trying to come together, was that the International Fellowship of Christian
Churches? Sort of initial establishment of ...?

FR:

Ja, I was part of that. Ray McCauley, Ed Roebert and myself, we were ... we
were the three who actually founded it and got it off the ground. It was Ed
Roeberts' name, he came up with the name, and I said well, we have to start
an ecwnenical denomination, sure as night follows day, because, you know,
you ... you ... you'll find that the churches'll relate, will call themselves
Christian Churches.

GT:

That's right.
(691)

FR:

As I say, sucb-and-suclh Christian Fellowship Church. Christian Church, and
IF... IFCC Church and,, um, I moved out of it because of their ... the way
it was structured. I, I folt that it was too dictatorial. The men out there
relate.
(702)
We ... all our men are part of a team and we all flow together and
[inaudible]. But that was more or less ... you know, you come my way
and do what I tell you or get out. That kind of thing, you know. I won't
say as bumpy as that but it's more a dictatorial type of leadership and the
leadership is set for Iifo. Never had anybody to ... which is going to run
into problems over the years. People are bailing out. Because they ... they
feel they can't, it's difficult to relate to the [inaudible).

(712)
We founded it. Our draft, drafted a constitution and set it up. I felt I had a
lever and also, you know, I then ... Then, for the sake of unity, I became part
of it in ... in the sense of, er, as an associate. But then Erick Tocknell and
myself, and some of the others, we left. We left because they ... they joined
up with the South African Council of Churches, which is part of the world
Council of Churches.

(722)
We felt it was not the wisest [inaudible] to opt out, but the track history of the
South African Council. of Churches, I feel that you are going to compromise
ultimately, if you start looking down at, sort of, standards. You can't ... God
hasn't called us ... we are apolitical. We are totally apolitical. [inaudible]
people. We are all kiinds of persuasions that, you know ... key men in the
ANC now, and the IFP. You've even got ... got A WB people.
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(737)
GT:
FR:

So you don't personally minister to the ecwnenical system at all?
Uh,uh. (no) 'Cause, I fieel I've got to be totally apolitical because of the
cross ... because the people come and you can't ... Like in America, you
stand for one or the othc!r because there's one [inaudible] and one's taking
communistic like [inaudible], conservatives are ... not the conservatives, the
democrats are leaning strongly towards [inaudible] communism which is
still there basically. Socialism, neo-Socialism.
(75 1)
But here, I, we ... we ... we pray for those in authority. We believe that those
in authority are set therie by God, according to the Bible, [inaudible]. Give
them your support [inaudible] the will of God. If the Government tomorrow
says that we can't pray, we don't pray. Even if we get thrown in jail
[inaudible], because God's law, is higher than man's law when it comes to
serving God or worship.
(762)
And, er, so as a Church, we are not pro any political party. We make that
very clear. People, mu.st decide themselves. And our job here is not to
preach politics. A lot of Churches went into that and they preached heavy
politics.
(761)
Now, they're going to find it difficult to know what to preach, now that
they've moved out of it. So you still have liberal theology. You have a lot of
liberal ...
(769)

END OF SIDE A

SIDEB
(001)
FR:

But as far as politics is concerned, totally apolitical. [inaudible]. Can't align
yourselves with any political party. And the South African Council of
Churches have been very pro ANC. So as soon as you become part of that,
you find you're aligne:d with the ANC. That's the danger and we don't want
to be [inaudible].
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(005)
So our job is to preach the gospel. I don't see anywhere in the Bible, where
they run around with placards and protest against certain [inaudible]. 1t
was an oppressive government that was over [inaudible] from Rome.
Terrible. Suffered terribly when Jesus was here. But He just said, "Render
unto Caesar what it Caesar's and to God what is God's" and He preached the
Kingdom. And them you read Acts. What did they preach? They preached
Jesus. They were threatened, put in jail but they just went on preaching Jesus.

(011)
And our main job ... That's why you'll see, all over here, you'll see posters
emphasising that faclt. Jesus said, Jesus said [inaudible] ... Jesus Christ
the Word, the Truth and the Light. 'Cause our job is primarily just to live
Jesus. That's all. So when it comes to political issues, we stick.
(015)
The changes that have taken place in the Country, we've had to ... We were
very strongly praying for it to come right. er. We accept the government
as being of God. Maybe [inaudible] ... Personally I can see problems, but we
pray for them. And our job, our job, is not to get into dirty, dirty ... dirty
politics, but our job is primarily to pray for those in authority and our job is to
preach the Gospel of [inaudible] and that's all.
(021)
GT:

You've done that prior to ...

FR:

We've done that prior. We've done it all along. We ... Instead of
preaching against apartheid, which a lot of preachers were doing, we ... we
took a stand where we [inaudible] and this was [inaudible], un-Biblical. We ...
In fact, I got a letter yesterday, from a coloured preacher, who's bringing
two preachers from Sweden, want to come and see me because he said, we
were first out there. A multiracial Church of our nature.
(027)
Because you had these white Pastors, white congregation shouting about
apartheid, speaking out about it. Then you've got a black pastor, who's just
got a black congregaL
tion, also shouting about it. But I don't see any
congregations that rure multiracial. It's white. Nowhere. Then you've got
some, some Charismatics, actually, bustling in to try and [inaudible] the
situation that's also [inaudible].
(033)
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But nowhere was it just natural flow. And we've had to work through
some heavy situations in this whole thing. Because, if you take, for
instance, this multiracial Sunday School and the little coloureds come. Now
you've got a little boy of twelve, little white girl often. Coloured boy of
twelve, a little white girl of ten. This linle white ... this coloured boy starts
making eyes at her. Like we had a case recently, where we've got a little boy,
aged twelve who, sort of, he kept on coming to this white girl, and touching
her breasts. So she we:nthome and told her Dad. Fortunately, Dad is one
of the preachers here. So naturally he wanted to go and slap him. [inaudible]
... So what happens is, that the white [inaudible] so they take their children
out, to an exclusively white Sunday School. And we've had to work
through some of these issues, because it's all a growing process and it's
only going to come right in the next generation. Not our generation.
(047)
But you face all these issues in a multiracial Church, you've got to realize that.
Then you've got the social differences. How do we go to and go sit down, and
have a meal or invite s.ome people from Kwa Mashu come [inaudible] ...
How ... how ... how do you take when you go to have a meal with Indian
people in their own home. It's j ust so totally different. And meeting together,
have friendships togeciber. How do you ... how do you relate? So all these
kinds of issues, which you've got to face.
(054)
You've got to marry, start marrying people across the board. [inaudible] ...
and they are real issues. And you'll find there are white people who are
racial ... racist and the1re are black people who are racist. The Indians are
racist. And you didn't know and you've lived in Durban probably all your
life. You didn't know that the Indians, that they will, they like to know ... if
you are Moodley, yot1marry a Moodley. [inaudible] Light coloured Indians
are of a higher caste and it's a ... it's a different ... Totally different.
(061)
We bad a problem originally when whites started coming ... when
Blacks ... Indians started coming to our meetings, because the whites
started [inaudibleJ. N,ow [inaudible] ...

(063)
there are some very educated black people coming. There are doctors, there
are lawyers, professo1rs in the university, who come to our Church. They
want a Church that's illl English. Not [inaudible] ... multiracial [inaudible].
Now you've got Indians [inaudible]. So there's [inaudible]. So now you've
got Xhosas and the Zulus. Now I've got ... the Zulus have said to me, we don't
have Xhosas now come preach to us [inaudible] Christian. Those are
snakes, those people. So you've got that under-lying thing now nationally.
So before this whole thing's over in this country. maybe we'll have a big
explosion [inaudible].
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(069)
But anyway, having a multiracial Church, we put our neck out there. People
have shouted and talked with me [inaudible] ... they still do. So we come
here together, and we are all races, all nations, free to worship. One service,
you'll come and you'll lfind all Indians. Next service, you'll come and you'll
find all coloured. Another service, you'll find all whites. Come Sunday
night, you'll hardly see: any blacks, it's all whites. And the second service on
a Sunday morning, you'll ftnd it's mostly white [inaudible] ... the last service
[inaudible], a lot of these, we've even got black Americans coming. So its
very interesting, you know, to um, and the people who come. The coach of
AmaZulu, [inaudible] . .. he's here training, he brought the whole team,

(081)
and the whole team got: [inaudible], whole team, AmaZulu, and since then,
Hey, we're winning like crazy and they came to our Scripture [inaudible]
meeting as well. All come for training. So ... it's ... it's very sensitive. I tell
you, you walk a fine line. And with this, even with our ... this [inaudible]
now we've got a big mix here. You know, the employees, the staff here
mainly are whites because, I don't know if they were there ... have been
there for so long, [inaudible] ... but it hasn't been easy. It's been very
difficult. And we ... we've just ... we've stuck our neck out, and everybody
comes. But now with our, with having a Worship Centre in Chatsworth, they
meet together socially and in their homes, the same [inaudibleJin
Wentworth, the same, Newlands East. Newlands East just had a big
Christmas party, fantastic Christmas party, about 500 people, and same with
KwaMashu.
(095)
So we've got ... got a congregation on the Ridge, and related together. It's
primarialy white folks iof the same social background. So an intimate place
for these home groups ,and the congregation, they still meet together
mainly [inaudible], and down in the Centre of Town,
(099)
[inaudible] Durban North. The South ... Amanzitoti and Scon ... er,
Woodlands area, Woodlands, the Bluff all that in the South. Then the
Western area So socially, we ... we now come to the ... We've got to
[inaudible] We've worked through it. We have home groups in the areas
where they live, sociall.y meet together and help each other. Then they meet
together as a congregation once a month. And then here on Sundays,
celebration. Everybody comes together. We sing.
(107)
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So that's where we are. We try ... I've tried to keep abreast on what is
happening world-wide i1n the Charismatic Movement. To be on the cutting
edge on what [inaudible] God is saying [inaudible]. We ... we're just trying to
do that.
GT:

Dr Roberts, thank-you

FR:

Alright.

GT:

... very much. I appreciate that.
(110)

END OF INTERVIEW

