
EMPOWERMENT 

World's women stake their claim 
By Jacklyn Cock 

The World Women's Congress for a 
Healthy Planet, held in Miami from 
November 8 to 12, brought together 

over a thousand women from 90 different 
countries* 

It was one of the meetings to prepare for 
the Earth Summit in Brazil next June when 
heads of state from around the world will 
attend and develop an Earth Charter to reg
ulate economic development and environ
mental protection for the planet. The World 
Women's Congress aimed to ensure that the 
Earth Charter has "a women's dimension", 

The predominant emphasis of the 
congress was on the linkages between the 
global economic and environmental crises-
The major sessions featured a panel of five 
women judges (from India, Sweden, Aus
tralia, Kenya and Guyana) to hear testimony 
from diverse women ranging from Wangari 
vlaathaim, founder of the Green Belt move-
nent in Kenya speaking on deforestation, to 

-tosalie Bertell from Canada talking on the 
ueat of nuclear power and weapons to 

f ublic health and the environment. 
The congress exploded a powerful myth: 

•i at the military protects and defends us. 

The reality, numerous women insisted, is 
that the military is the greatest single threat 
to security. As Rosalie Bertell said, "it is the 
military who are destroying the earth and 
they are doing it in the name of "national 
security". The main source of environmental 
destruction is "the smart bombs, not aerosol 
deodorants"-

Three other themes emerged from the 
wealth of papers, films and talks presented: 
the first is that globally women are the shock 
absorbers of environmental problems. It is 
women who deal directly with the resource 
base, who, for example, gather wood and 
carry water in rural areas. It is mainly 
women who struggle to grow crops on 
eroded land and who are responsible for 
food preparation. The main victims of envi
ronmental degradation are underprivileged 
people and the majority of these are women. 

The second theme is that increasingly it is 
women who are providing the energy and 
commitment to address environmental prob
lems. But as Peggy Antrobus from the Uni
versity of Barbados stressed, while women 
are cleaning up the mess at the local level, 
they are largely excluded from the institu
tions which create the mess in the first place. 
So the third theme was the political empow

erment of women. The congress resolved 
that all decision-making bodies should be 
made up of "no more than 60 percent and no 
less than 40 percent membership of either 
sex". The general consensus was that 
women can create a "healthy planet" based 
on human rights and a more just world eco
nomic order. 

The congress was appropriately held in 
Miami, the scene of one of the worst envi
ronmental crimes of the century - the 
destruction of the "river of grass", the Ever
glades. Once a vast ecosystem that covered 
four million acres, the Everglades now 
occupy a mere 10 percent of their original 
expanse. What remains of this magical place 
is largely due to the conservation efforts of a 
group of women, and one women in particu
lar, Marjorie Stoneman Douglas. Now 100 
years old, she was present at the congress 
and received a standing ovation. 

There are lessons for all of us from her life 
and the damage done to the Everglades; the 
first is a warning about the destructive 
power of irresponsible and greedy "develop
ment". The second is about the creative 
power of women. 

Dr Jacklyn Cock is a sociologist and based at 
the University of theWitwatersrand. 

The 'double shift' taking its toll? 
By Ida Garlrell 

Wilh high 
hopes and 
great deter

mination, Eshowe 
Child and Family 
Welfare launched 
Idasa's "Women in a 
New South Africa" 
workshops as part of a women's rights pro
ject in August. Four workshops later (that's 
half-way through) we had to sit back and 
take stock of our goals and ideals. 

Our women's rights project started in 
April with a workshop entitled "Tribute to 
Women". Enthusiastic participation, stimu
lating speakers, songs and poetry, and 
requests for more, more, more! 

The "Women in a New South Africa" 
workshops fitted the bill exactly - work
shops to run once a month, every second 
Saturday morning and afternoon. 
The great day dawned and 34 women 
arrived! Women from church, welfare, ANC 
and Inkatha organisations, unions and pri
vate individuals. They came from as far 
afield as Empangeni, Mandeni, Mtunzini, 
Amatikulu and Gingindhlovu. 

The end of that first workshop, "The Dou
ble Shift", saw everyone determined to com
mit themselves to the next five workshops, 
to bring along a friend, and maybe even start 
working towards a combined women's 
organisation. However, the next three work
shops were attended by seven, six and four 
participants respectively! 

The evaluation proved interesting. Feed
back included difficulties with transport, 
choice of day, venue, time, remembering and 
over-commitment, fear of husbands, 
boyfriends, the topics discussed and the 
magnitude of women's problems. "Women 
lacked responsibility," they said, "were too 
lazy, were quite happy to follow, but not to 
lead. It was too risky/' 

However - once again - those who 
attended felt that the workshops were really 

worthwhile and 
stimulating. They 
enjoyed meeting, 
learning, talking 
to other women, 
sharing ideas, and 
participating freely 
in discussions. 

They were curious 
and wanted to see the end result. The 
commitment seemed to be there. And yet...? 
Have we been targetting the wrong women? 

The workshops will continue until Febru
ary. We decided to be more visible, have 
more face to face contact with other women, 
to hold "core" meetings separately from the 
workshops, and at the beginning of each 
meeting to check through our list of solu
tions and demands from the previous work
shop - and ask whether any women had 
made any progress. Women, we felt, needed 
to know that they were making advances, 
however small, in the struggle for women's 

rights. 
Ida (i iii t re II is a drama teacher and a town 

councillor in Eshowe. 
The " Women in a New South Africa" workshop 

package is available from Idasa's Media Department 
(1 Penzance Rd. Mmvbray 7700) at R16/X) 
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structures. The modest option would be to 
repeal the unentrenched section of the cur
rent constitution that indicates that a minis
ter must become a Member of Parliament 
within 12 months* This would mean lhat the 
State President can appoint any South 
African to the position of minister and 
impose an all-party cabinet 

The bold option would be to remove own 
affairs ministers' councils and to amend Sec
tion 67 of the Constitutional Act to allow the 
three houses to sit and vote together 

'That would leave us with an intact par
liament a potentially non-racial multi-party 
executive that would rely on unanimous 
agreement and be nominally accountable to 
a sympathetic, non-dominant parliament/' 

Counterposing collective 

rights with individual rights 

negates the struggle for 

national equality* 

Dr Frene Ginwala, head of the research 
unit of the ANC, emphasised that the play
ing ground had to be levelled in the negotia
tion process. Transitional arrangements 
were needed for control over areas such as 
the security forces, the SABC, the manage* 
ment of financial resources and the civil ser
vice. 

She said the government's view on this 
amounted to offering the liberation groups 
consultation but no decision-making powers 
- these groups were therefore in danger of 
getting responsibility without power 

Dr Ginwala also argued that Ihe timing of 
the constitution-making procedure was 
vital, as once principles had been agreed 
upon it would be in the interests of the 
National Party to prolong the process. Par
ticipants to the negotiations need to agree 
on the agenda, the constitutional principles 
and time frame. 

Following on Prof Davis' assertion that 
the biggest constitutional battle would be 
fought in the area of economics, Prof Brian 
Kantor of the University of Cape Town, said 
that efforts to boost employment and revive 
the economy were frustrated by political 
instability He said World Bank involvement 
would not only boost the economy and 
international confidence in the country but 
would also provide access to much needed 
expertise-

"But this assistance will only be provided 
if the ANC okays it with the Americans who 
hold veto rights in the World Bank/' said 
Kantor. 

Dr Patrick Ncube, of the S A labour and 
Development Research Unit, said World 
Bank and IMF money would give South 
Africa, currently classed as "insane" due to 
political instability, a "stamp of sanity". 

Chantel Edwards works as Media Assistant 
for Idasa 

PEACE 

In the peace business 
By Steve Collins 

U ntil the beginning of 1991 the lower 
South Coast of Natal was associated 
with holidays in the sun and a place 

for a peaceful retirement home. That has 
changed this year as the violence that char
acterises the rest of the province began 
spreading into the area. At times as many as 
70 people a month were being killed in the 
conflict between the ANC and Inkatha. 

Peace talks and meetings - initiated by 
Ihe police, the churches and even the 
regional leadership of both parties - had no 
tangible results. With the help of Natal Port
land Cement, who have a quarry and fac
tory in Ihe area, Idasa brought together Ihe 
major business interests in the area to dis
cuss the violence. 

The group which came together were 
motivated by concern for their workers as 
well as the adverse effects of the violence on 
business, A particular problem wfas the fact 
that many workers were being forced to 
"camp" during the night and were sleepy 
and tired at work. It was decided that rather 
than act of their own accord the business 
group would meet with both the parties and 
the SAP and that these discussions would be 
facilitated by Idasa. 

Another decision was that Idasa would 
collect information and evidence about the 
violence as it was clear that there was very 
little trust in the police. The SAP accepted 
this and gave the business group the assur
ance that they would give their co-operation 
in these peace efforts. 

One of the key issues was a Shaka's Day 
Rally scheduled 
to take place in 
September in Ihe 
township of 
Gamalahke out
side Port Shep-
stone, an area 
where the ANC 
had consolidated 
their support. 
The business 
group was able 
to put pressure 
on the police to 
ensure that the 
rally did not 
cause further 
violence. On the 
day I witnessed 
the most con
structive liasion 
between the SAP 
and ANC, and 

Almost an Oscar! 

The Idasa video "Democracy" has been 
awarded several medals by the National TV 

Association. 
In the Western Cape regional section the direc

tor, Dermod Judge, picked up a gold medal in the 
Social Awareness category and won a bronze in 
the overall. Premier category. 

At the national award ceremony at the end of 
November, the video was the only entry to 
receive a medal in the Social Awareness category 
where it took a bronze. 

The video documents the activities and discus
sions of a racially mixed group of teenagers grap
pling with the questions of competition vs co
operation, trust-building and other issues which 
make up the process of democracy. Their experi
ences are interspersed with comments by leading 
figures like Van Zyl Slabbert, Thabo Mbeki, 
Julian Ogilvie Thompson and Barbara Masekela. 
• "Democracy" is available from Idasa's Media 
Department, 1 Penzance Rd, Mowbray 7700, 

the SAP and IFP that I have seen in the last 
two years. The rally was a success on all 
counts. It was also as if a hiatus had been 
reached because after the rally the whole 
area was much calmer than before. 

It was clear that the ANC and IFP 
accepted the business group as independent 
and impartial. Both parties committed them
selves to peace and agreed that perpetrators 
of violence had to be dealt with as criminals, 
rather that acting with a political mandate. 
This - and the fact that the violence had sub
sided after the rally - moved us to raise the 
possibility of implementing the national 
Peace Accord which was signed after the 
rally. However, a week before the parties 
were to meet with business as facilitators in 
November a particularly brutal attack 
against IFP members at Mtengwane caused 
the local chief to withdraw'. Both parties are 
however hoping that a planning meeting 
and implementation conference can take 
place early in the next year 

To keep the momentum going and to 
ensure that the Christmas period is a quiet 
one, the business group are funding an 
office with full-time para-legal staff. The 
main function of the office will be to help 
victims or witnesses of violence to get satis
factory police co-operation. 

One aspect of creating peace is the issue of 
development in the region, which has a par
ticularly high rate of unemployment. Idasa 
and Natal Portland Cement are assisting 
development in a peaceful community 
called Frankland and it is hoped that Frank-

land will become 
an example of 
how a peaceful 
community can 
attract develop
ment through 
organising and 
using all available 
avenues to secure 
funding. 

Hopefully the 
peace process can 
also be consoli
dated next year to 
a point where the 
development of 
the whole sub-
region can be 
explored. 

Steve Collins is a 
regional co-ordina-
lor in Idasa's Natal 

office. 
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