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VANSINA ENDS CHAIRMANSHIP 

After three years, Jan Vansina 
will turn over the chairman
ship of the African studies 
Program to B. Robert 
Tabachnick, who has been 
select.ed to serve as the next 
faculty chair . .. Vansina will 
be on leave for the next two 
years during which time he 
will be turning his full 
attention to his research and 
writing . 

A number of significant events 
have taken place during 
Vansina's chairmanship. 
Perhaps the most memorable 
were the 25th Anniversary of 
the African Studies Program 
and tne hosting of the 
African studies Association 
Annual Meetings in the fall of 
1986. 

During his term as chair , 
Vansina sought, successfully, 
to broaden faculty partici
pation in the Program by 
including additional faculty 
from the departments of 
agricultural economics, 
agronomy, soil science, and 
zoology. A number of new 
pourses have been added to the 
curriculum, undergraduate 
enrollments have increased, 
the number of graduate degrees 
granted has remained steady . 

Jan Vansina has done an 
excellent job of steering the 
Program through these last 
three years---a job made more 
difficult by increasing 
financial stringencies on 
both the state and federal 
levels . 

on behal f of the faculty, 
students and staff, we 
commend and thank him. 
See the last pag~ of the 
newsletter for Vansina' s own 
assessment of the Program. 

NEW DUTIES FOR BECKETT 

Paul Beckett, Associate 
Director of the African 
studies Program, will take on 
additional duties beginning 
July 1 when he will take up a 
part- time position · as Area 
Studies Administrative 
Director within the College 
of Letters and Science. 
Beckett and Fred ttayward, 
Professor of Political 
Science and former Chair of 
the African Studies Program, 
have been requested by Dean 
E. David Cronon of the 
College of Letters and 
Science to assist in 
coordination and strength
ening of the U. W. 's foreign 
language and area studies 
programs . Beckett ~ill 
continue as Administrative 
Director of African Studies . 

NEW PROGRAM ASSISTANT 

Starting in late March, Donna 
Burnett joined the African 
Studies Program staff as 
Program Assistant. Donna is 
a graduate of UW-Madison and 
has had wide experience 
working in various offices of 
the University. She will be 
in charge of the Program 
Office in 1454 Van Hise . 
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DAR ES SALAAM EXCHANGE 

The African Studies Program 
was pleased to be host to 
Professor Fred Kaijage of the 
University of Oar es Salaam 
History Department during his 
ten-week residence in Madison 
last fall. Professor 
Kaijage, whose visit was 
funded under the Wisconsin
Tanzania Affiliations 
Program, worked on labor and 
health history during his 
stay in Madison, and gave a 
number of lectures on 
Tanzanian labor history and 
Ujamaa policy. Professor 
Steven Feierman (History) has 
a research Fulbright to work 
in Tanzania during the 
present semester, and 
Professor Magdalena Hauner 
(African Languages and 
Literature) will spend 
approximately 8 weeks in Dar 
es Salaam during summer, 
1988. Dr. Ruth Besha of the 
Dar es Salaam Kiswahili 
Department will spend nearly 
three months in Madison 
beginning in May 1988, and 
will teach the eight- week 
intensive course in first
year Swahili during her stay 
in Madison. The Dar es 
Salaam Affiliations Project 
will continue two more years 
after 1987-88. 

FREETOWN-MADISON TEACHER 
EXCHANGE 

The three-year U.S. Infor
mation Agency grant to the 
African Studies Program for 
a teacher exchange between 
schools in Madison and 
Freetown, Sierra Leone now is 
concluding its first year. 
Marjorie Thorpe, from St. 
Joseph's Secondary School in 
Freetown, will return to 
Sierra Leone in August. Dyan 
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Kopitzke, from Sennett Middle 
School in Madison, who spent 
several months in Freetown 
earlier in the year, has 
returned to her classes here, 
and Lois Bell, also from 
Sennett, is now in Freetown 
for the remainder of the 
school year. 

The second year's exchange 
will take place in December 
or January with instructors 
of language arts and/or 
reading. Nathalie Eleady
Cole, formerly Foreign 
curriculum Consultant with 
the African Studies Program, 
is coordinating the Freetown 
exchanges. Booker Gardner 
and other participants of the 
Sierra Leone Summer Seminars 
(1985 and 1986) are involved 
in the coordination of the 
Madison program. 

ORAL PROFICIENCY TESTING 
WORKSHOP 

The African Studies Program 
will host the third annual 
Oral Proficiency Test i ng 
Workshop, May 18-21. The 
American Council on the 
Teaching of Foreign Languages 
(ACTFL) will train African 
language instructors and 
supervisors in the oral 
proficiency interview (OPT) . 
Instructors can be certified 
in Arabic, ESL, or French to 
help meet the Title VI re
quirement of proficiency 
based evaluations for all 
language teaching problems. 
Strategies for adapting the 
OPT to African language will 
be developed at a later 
meeting. Patricia Kuntz 
(Curriculum and Instruction) 
coordinates this workshop. 
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VISITING SCHOLAR 
On March 1 Dr. Jean-Luc 
Vellut, from the University 
of Louvain la Neuve, and a 
world reknowned scholar in 
Central African history, came 
to Madison as a Visiting Ful-
bright Scholar. Dr. Vellut 

spent a decade in Zaire 
organizing the PhD program in 
History there. He is working 
on the general theme ·violence 
in early colonial Central 
Africa.' on April 13 he 
presented a lecture, "Western 
Attitudes to Violence: The 
Congolese Question, c. 1890-
1910. 11 Dr. Vellut will be 
here until June 1. 

AFRICAN VISITORS 

Sponsored by the Anson Phelps
Stokes Institute, twelve 
Francophone African lawyers 
and journalists visited 
Madison and the University of 
Wisconsin April 4-5. 
Particularly interested in the 
American political system, the 
visitors took full advantage 
of their presence here on the 
day of the Wisconsin primary 
election and visited a polling 
station, and met with 
representatives of the 
Republican and Democratic 
parties. After discussions of 
press election coverage with 
staff members of a Madison 
newspaper, they also were able 
to see and hear two of the 
presidential candidates 
(Michael Dukakis and Jesse 
Jackson) at their respective 
rallies. At the University 
they met with Dean Peter 
Dorner, International Studies 
and Programs, Professor Dennis 
Dresang, Dept . of Political 
Science and the La Follette 
Institute of Public Affairs, 
and Professor Jan Vansina, 
African Studies Program. The 
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visitors also were hosted at 
dinners given by Sheila Earl, 
of the La Follette Institute, 
with Delores and Joseph 
Meagher, and by Professor 
Edris Makward, African 
Languages and Literature. 

FACULTY NEWS 

Steven Feierman (History) has 
been awarded a Fulbright-Hays 
research grant. He will be 
in Tanzania until next 
January, continuing his 
research on social history 
and will be based in Tanga on 
the Tanzanian coast. 

Magdalena Hauner (African 
Languages and Literature) 
will leave in mid-June to 
spend two months in Tanzania 
as part of the exchange 
program with The University 
of Dar es Salaam. She will 
do a pilot research project 
in Dar on urban varieties of 
Standard Swahili. 

Bert Adams (Sociology) has 
received a Fulbright-Hays 
teaching and research grant 
for next year to teach at the 
University of Dar-es-Salaam. 
He will teach at the 
University from July 1 to 
March, then will do research 
on family and kinship in Dar. 
If funding is forthcoming, he 
also will do research in 
Botswana. 

Congratulations to Henry Bunn 
(Anthropology) who has been 
promoted to Associate 
Professor with tenure. 

Richard Ralston (Afro
American Studies) has been 
invited to read a paper on 
"Law and Totalitarianism in 
South Africa, 11 at the annual 
conference of the Interna-



tional Sociological Assoc
iation Research Committee on 
Sociology of Law, at the 
University of Bologna, Italy. 
The conference will take 
place from May 30-June 3, 
1988 and will devote several 
workshops to the comparative 
study of Social Systems and 
Legal Structures "in the 
framework of the celebration 
of the 400th anniversary" of 
the University. 
In academic year 1988-89 
Ralston will hold an 
appointment as the first E. 
Franklin Frazier Visiting 
Professor of social Sciences, 
Department of History, clark 
University (Worcester, MA), 
where he will teach courses on 
Caribbean and southern 
history. Concurrently, he 
will have an appointment as 
Research Associate in the 
W>E>B> DuBois Institute, 
Harvard University where he 
will work on his on-going 
research project "African 
Patterns and Perspectives on 
Work and Play in History and 
Popular Culture." 

Carol Dickerman ( Land Tenure 
center) is currently in 
Botswana for three weeks as 
part of a USAID team to 
evaluate two housing projects, 
one in Gaborone, and one in 
Francistown. 

Hazel Carter (African 
Languages and Literature) has 
been invited to give a paper 
at a series of Spring seminars 
organized by the Department of 
Linguistics at the University 
of Quebec, Montreal, May 31-
June 8, on the theme "Reflexi
cation and Reanalysis in the 
Formation of Creole Langu
ages". The title of her paper 
is "Strategies in Phonological 
Adaptation". 
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Linda Hunter (African 
Languages and Literature) 
recently attended the 19th 
African Linguistics Conf
erence in Boston, where she 
gave a paper on "Intelligi
bility and Communication: 
African Examples." 

Daniel Kunene and Edris 
Makward (African Languages 
and Literature) attended the 
annual meeting of the African 
Literature Association in 
Pittsburg in April. 

NEW FACULTY APPOINTED 

Kathryn Green, now at the 
University of Florida in 
Gainesville, has accepted a 
position in the UW Department 
of History. She will take up 
her teaching dutie!S in the 
spring semester, 1989. Green 
received her PhD in 1984 at 
Indiana University. She is 
an expert in the pre-colonial 
history of West Africa, 
especially the western part
- Ivory Coast, Guinea and 
Mali. Her major interests 
are the histories of politi
cal systems and history of 
ethnicity. 

Marilyn Little has accepted a 
position in Geography in the 
fall . Ms. Little has an M.S. 
in Public Health from the 
University of Illinois
Chicago, and received her PhD 
in Medical Geography at the 
University of Minnesota in 
1987. She did field research 
in Tanzania for her disserta
tion on 11 ·Native Development ' 
and Chronic Malnutrition in 
Sukumaland, Tanganyika, 1925-
1945.11 Ms. Little is expect
ed to teach Geography 14 O. 
"World Regions: Concepts and 
Problems" and 309. "People , 
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Land and Food: Comparative 
Study of Agricultural 
systems . " 

STUDENT NEWS 

Fellowships Awarded 

Two History students, Nancy 
Hunt, and Pier Larson, have 
been awarded s ·SRC and 
Fulbright grants for field 
research next year. Hunt will 
do her research in Zaire, and 
Larson will do his research in 
Madagascar. A third History 
student, Paul Landau, also has 
received a Fulbright to do his 
research in Botswana. 

Anne Lessick-Xiao (African 
Languages and Literature) and 
Carrie Pratt (Sociology) have 
been awarded fellowships to 
the Suinmer Intensive Swahili 
Course in Kenya, sponsored by 
the Association of African 
Studies Programs and funded by 
the U.S. Dept. of Education's 
Group Projects Abroad Program. 
Ann Biersteker, Yale Univer
sity, and Eyamba Bokamba, 
University of Illinois, both 
alumni of the U. W. African 
Studies Program, will be co
directors of the course . 

Students who have been awarded 
HEA Title VI Fellowships for 
Summer 1988 intensive language 
instruction are: Gregory 
White (Political Science) and 
Elizabeth Graffy (Agricultural 
Economics) for Arabic at Johns 
Hopkins University; Will Reno 
(Political Science) for Hausa 
at Yale University; and 
Patricia Kuntz (Curriculum & 
Instruction) for Swahili at 
Michigan State University. 

A recent letter from Ray Webb 
(Political Science) who is 
doing his field research in 
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the Central African Republic, 
contains some interesting 
observations and comments on 
life as a researcher in CAR. 
He was working in Bassongoa, 
a town about 305 Kil. from 
Bangui. Ray plans to return 
to the U.S. in July and to 
Madison in August or 
September. 

THE AFRICAN STUDENTS UNION 
has sponsored several 
meetings in recent weeks. on 
March 21, they co-sponsored, 
with the Madison Anti
Apartheid Coalition, A 
Commemoration of the 
Sharpeville Massacre; on 
March 28 they presented a 
program , "Africa from 
Within: Africans and the 
Problems of African 
Development"; on April 8 and 
9 they were participating 
sponsors of the Third World 
Coalition's program on U.S . 
Intervention in the Third 
World"; and on April 22 co
sponsored a fund raiser 
benefit for Mozambique. 

GRAD NEWS 

Dorothee Janetzke, MA in 
African Languages and 
Literature, now is in Dar es 
Salaam working as Cultural 
and Legal Affairs Officer in 
the German Embassy. 

Judith Thimke, MA in African 
Languages and Literature, has 
taken a new job in Dakar with 
a shipping company. 

Congratutlations to Robert 
Harms, PhD in History, on 
receiving tenure at Yale 
University. Harms also has 
had a new book, Games Against 
Nature: an Eco-Cultural 
History of the Nunu of 
Equatorial Africa, recently 



published by Cambridge 
University Press. The book 
draws on the concepts of game 
theory to examine the 
historical relationship 
between culture and nature 
among the Nunu people who live 
in the flood plains of the 
Zaire River. 

Laura Adamski Zeeman, MA in 
Anthropology, 1 i ves in South 
Africa and is a part-time 
Lecturer at the Evangelical 
Bible Seminary of southern 
Africa and is a Research 
Affiliate with the Centre for 
Applied Social Sciences at the 
University of Natal, Durban, 
where she is continuing her 
dissertation research. 

MAY BALISIDYA 

We all were greatly saddened 
by the news in December that 
Dr . May Balisi dya had died in 
her home just three weeks 
after her return with her 
family to Tanzania. We wrote 
of her inspiring and gallant 
struggle against cancer in the 
October issue of News and 
Notes. May successfully 
defended her dissertation and 
recieved her PhD in December. 

Since May was going to return 
home before Commencement, a 
special "graduation" party was 
held in her honor at the home 
of Linda Hunter and Fred 
Hayward; a celebration that 
May attended in her wheel
chair. Acting Chancellor 
Bernard Cohen presented May 
with her PhD hood and a 
replica of the Bascom Hall 
"sifting and winnowing" 
placque. 

After her death, May's parents 
wrote to "The Friends of May" 
expressing their gratitude 
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for the friendship and 
support to May during her 
illness and for their help· in 
arranging her, and her 
family's return home. In a 
moving tribute to May in the 
February issue of Africa 
Events, her friend and 
colleague in the Kiswahil i 
Department of the University 
of Dar es Salaam, F.E.M. 
Senkoro, recalled his long 
association with May, first 
as her student and later as a 
colleague, and praised her as 
teacher, novelist, play
wright, scholar and friend. 
He ended his tribute with 
May's own words in her letter 
to the Head of the Kiswahili 
Department: 

"If death comes in a month or 
two more, so what? I am not 
immortal and so is no one of 
this flesh ... I shall not 
live in anticipation of 
death. That is a domain I 
have no power over. I shall 
live a life worth dying; and 
so here I am carrying on as 
normal until such a time." 

Dr. May Balidisya 
Matteru 

1947-1987 

Mungu Akuweke. May. 

Donations may be sent to the 
May Balisidya Memorial Fund 
to the Dept. of African 
Languages and Literature, 866 
Van Hise Hall, 1220 Linden 
Dr., Madison, WI 53706 . 

OUTREACH ACTIVITIES 

Patricia Kuntz, outreach 
Coordinator, represented the 
African Studies Program at 
the Great Lakes Regional 
Social Studies Convention . 



Kuntz and Richard Ralston, 
Afro-American Studies, were 
among the Madison campus 
representatives at the 
conference on "Strategies for 
Internationalizing the 
Curriculum", held at UW-River 
Falls, April 15-16. The 
University of Wisconsin 
System's Undergraduate 
Teaching Improvement Council 
hosted the conference, which 
coincided with a System 
initiative to expand 
international education 
offerings in curricula 
throughout the System. 

As part of a nationwide 
movement to expand inter
national competence, Kuntz 
will attend an American Forum 
on Education and International 
Competence in st. Louis, May 
13-16. The conference is 
being sponsored by Global 
Perspectives in Education, 
Inc . and the National Council 
on Foreign Languages and 
International Studies, Inc . 

Slide Modules 

Kathleen Casey (Curriculum and 
Instruction) Project Assis
tant, Andrew Kraushaar (Art 
History), Photographer, and 
Paul Landau (History), 
Graduate Assistant, are 
completing a ten module slide 
presentation entitled Africa: 
Past, Present and Future. The 
project is being funded by a 
grant from the Wisconsin 
Humanities Committee. The 
modules are being prepared in 
consultation with a number of 
Program faculty and staff . 
Patricia Kuntz is coordinating 
the project . The s l ide 
modules, the consul tan ts and 
their areas of expertise are : 
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Ancient Africa 
Adjaye (History) . 

Joseph 

Contemoorary African 
Literature Edris Makward 
(African Languages & 
Literature). 

Democracy and Military Rule 
in Africa Paul Beckett 
(Political Science). 

Education in West Africa - B. 
Robert Tabachnick (Curriculum 
& Instruction) and Robert 
Koehl (Educational Policy 
Studies) . 

Health Care in Africa
Steven Feierman (History) . 

Human Geography James 
Delehanty (Geography). 

Independent Churches in 
Southern Africa - Jan Vansina 
(History). 

Modern African Art - Freida 
Tesfagiorgis (Afro-American 
Studies). 

Oral Literature in Southern 
Africa Harold Scheub 
(African Languages and 
Literature). 

Women in Development
Marianne Bloch (Curriculum & 
Instruction) and Jane Knowles 
(Agricultural International 
Programs). 

Presenters of the modules to 
community organizations 
include the graduate students 
Michael Afolayan (Curri culum 
and Instruction), Naana Horne 
(African Languages and Liter
ture), Leocadie Nahishakiye 
(African Languages and 
Literature) . A presentations 
also was given by Samuel Awe . 



Speakers Bureau 

The African Studies Program 
offers a speaker ' s bureau for 
school presentations . Th~ 
following graduate students 
made presentations to over 40 
Madison classes from January 
through March: 
Thomas Adeetuk (Land 
Resources), Michael Afol ayan 
(Curriculum and Instruction), 
Radhouane Baccoune 
(Economics), Haana Horne 
(African Languages and 
Literature), Khahliso 
Mochekele (Land Resources), 
Leocadie Hahishakiye (African 
Languages and Literature) . 

College for Kids 

Leocadie Hahishakiye, African 
Languages and Literature, will 
conduct three workshops for 
elementary students for the 
annual College for Kids. This 
Dept. of Educational 
Psychology program promotes 
children's exploration of 
University programs and acti
viti es . Gifted and talented 
student participants are 
selected by their school 
districts to attend UW 
workshops and other activi
ties. Nahishakiye will focus 
on language and literature of 
Burundi. For further 
information, contact College 
for Kids, Room 153 Education 
Bldg., 1000 Bascom Mall, 
Madison, Wi 53706 . Telephone: 
(608) 262-9699 . 

Instructional Materials center 

The IMC will be closed over 
the summer. Lisa Trahan 
(Letters and science) comp
letes her work as the IMC 
coordinator at the end of the 
semester. Lisa w i ll 
participate in Crossroads 
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Africa in the summer . The 
IMC will reopen August 29 , 
during registration week . 

SUMMER COURSES 

A variety of courses will be 
available for Afri can studies 
students in the 1988 Summer 
Session and the Three-Week 
Early Session . 

Three-Week Early Session. May 
23- June 12. 

Journalism 622. Topics in 
International Communication. 
(Mass Media in South Africa.) 
3 er. 9:30-12:30 MTWRF . 
Instructor, Wi lliam Hachten . 
OW-Madison School of 
Journalism and Mass 
Communications. 

4 Week Session. June 13-July 
10. 

African 331. First Semester 
Swahili. 3- 4 er . 8:55-12:55 
MTWRF. 
Instructor, Ruth Besha , 
visiting professor, Dept. of 
African Languages and 
Literature. 

4 Week Session, July 13-
August 7 . 

African 332. Second Semester 
Swahili . 3-4 er. 8:55-12:55 
MTWRF. 
Instructor, Ruth Besha . 

8 Week Session, June 13-
August 7 . 

277. Africa: An Introductory 
Survey. 4 er. 10:20- 11:35 
MTWR, with an additional 
period for discussion. 
An introduction to t he 
African continent in multi
disciplinary perspective . 
Lectures and audio-visuals 



from a variety of disciplines 
will introduce African 
anthropology; art; economics; 
history; journalism; music; 
and contemporary societies and 
politics. This course may be 
taken for credit in African 
Languages and Literature, 
Afro-American studies, 
Anthropology, Geography, 
History, Political Science or 
Sociology. 
Instructor, Herbert Lewis, uw
Madison Dept~ of Anthropology. 

African 201. Introduction to 
African Language and 
Literature. 3 er. 10:20-
11:35 MTWR. 
Instructor, Linda Hunter, UW
Madison Dept. of African 
Languages and Literature. 

African 441. 
Literatures of 
Africa. 3 er. 
MTWR. 

Written 
Southern 

10:20-11:35 

Instructor, Daniel Kunene, UW
Madison Dept. of African 
Languages and Literature. 

Geography 140. World Regions: 
Concepts and Problems. 3 er. 
Instructor, James Delehanty, 
UW-Madison Dept. of Geography. 

OTHER COURSES OF INTEREST 

3 Week Session, May 23- June 
12 . 

Afro-American 231. 
Introduction to Afro-American 
History. 3 er. MTWRF. 
Instructor, William VanDeburg, 
OW-Madison Dept. of Afro
American Studies. 

4-Week Session, June 13-July 
10. 

Afro-American 347 
Introduction to the History 
of Caribbean Societies. 3 
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er. 10:00-12:00 MTWRF. 
(Also History. ) 
Instructor, Richard Ralston, 
UW~Madison Dept. of Afro
American Studies. 

8-Week Session, June 13-
August 7. 

Anthropology 102. Archeology 
and the Prehistoric World. 3 
er. 8:55-10:10 MTWR. 
Instructor, Lawrence Bartram, 
OW-Madison Dept. of 
Anthropology. 

Economics 474 . Economic 
Problems of Developing Areas. 
3-4 er. 10:20-11:35 MTWR. 
(Also Agricultural 
Economics. ) 
Instructor, Alan Day, uw
Madison Dept . of Economics. 

YEAR ABROAD PROGRAM IN SIERRA 
LEONE 

The University of Wisconsin's 
already strong ties with 
Sierra Leone have been 
increased by the initiation 
of a new Academic Year 
Program in Sierra Leone. In 
October of this year five 
students will begin a year's 
course at Fourah Bay College 
in Freetown. Courses will be 
selected primarily from the 
humanities and social science 
curriculum. Students also 
will be encouraged to do 
independent research 
projects. 

Joseph Opala, professor of 
anthropology at Fourah Bay, 
will be the resident director 
for the first semester, and 
Josephine Beoku-Betts, 
currently a PhD candidate in 
sociology at UW-Madison, will 
be the director during the 
second semester . 
Students who have been 



selected to 
the program 
Brodie, Amy 
El.l.is, Tim 
Phil.ip Pricer, 
undergraduates. 

participate in 
are Barbara 

Chevalier, Kay 
o • connel.l. and 
all OW-Madison 

SOUTH AFRICAN CONFERENCE 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu was 
the keynote speaker, on May 4, 
for the conference, Cries of 
Anguish, Voices of Hope . The 
two- day conference which was 
sponsored by the Wisconsin 
Conference of Churches, 
Wisconsin Synods and the Board 
for Global Mission of the 
Evangelical Church of America, 
National Nambia Concerns, the 
Madison Anti-Apartheid 
coalition, and the OW-Madison 
African Studies Program, was 
held at st. Benedict's Center, 
Madison . 

Bishop Tutu's address, was 
held at the U.W . Fieldhouse 
on May 4, sponsored by the 
Lutheran Campus Ministry and 
the Bethel Lutheran and Luther 
Memorial Churches . The date 
commemorates the attack on the 
Angolan refugee camp, 
Kassinga, on May 4, 1978; an 
attack by South African troups 
that left hundreds killed, 
wounded and taken as prisoners 
of war . 

Workshop leaders at the 
conference included El.izabeth 
Landis, attorney, who served 
as Senior Political Affai rs 
Officer for the United Nati ons 
Commission on Nambia ; Prexy 
Nesbitt , advisor to the 
Mozambique Support Network ; 
Rev. Susan Burchfield, pastor 
a n d former missionary 
expelled from South Africa, 
coordinator of National 
Nambia Concerns; Prof. Daniel 
Kunene, South African author 
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and professor in the UW. 
Dept . of Afri can Languages 
and Literature; Joseph 
Diescho, Nambian doctoral 
candidate at Columb i a 
University and published 
novelist; June Kjome, nurse, 
author, educator and 
licensed midwife in the U.S. 
and Southern Africa; William 
Johnston, long-time advocate 
and director of the Episcopal 
Church People for a Free 
South Africa; Rev. Ted 
Steege, director of the 
Lutheran Office of Public 
Policy in Wisconsin; and Rev. 
Chuck Ruehle, Pastor and 
former co-director of the 
Luthern Human Relations 
Association of America. Also 
invited were representatives 
of the African National 
Congress, south-West Africa 
People's Organization , the 
United Nations Commission on 
Nambia, and South African and 
Nambian students. 

The opening plenary session 
on Wednesday, May 4, featured 
an historical overview with 
Gabriel. Uahengo , Kassinga 
survivor, followed by 
afternoon workshops. 
Additional workshops and 
discussions were held on 
Thursday, May 5. 

In conjunction with Arch
bishop's Tutu's visit and the 
Workshop, Mr. Neo Mnumzana, 
U.N. representative of the 
African National Congress , 
spokeon May 3, in the 
Memorial Union on "The 
Present Crisis in South 
Africa." Mr. Mnumzana's talk 
was sponsored by the African 
Studies Program, the Madison 
Anti-Apartheid Coalition, and 
the African Students Union. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Social Science Research 
Council's Project in African 
Agricultural supports a 
variety of non-degree training 
activites for African research 
teams and teams of African and 
non-African researchers who 
are undertaking or planning 
interdisciplinary research on 
the agricultural crisis in 
sub-Saharan Africa. The 
deadline for submission of 
applications to the November 
competition is August 1, 1988. 
For details contact the 
African Studies Program 
office. 

The Institute of African 
Studies, University of Ibadan, 
calls our attention to the 
report of the Conference on 
"Women's studies in Nigeria: 
the State of the Art Now in 
Nigeria," which the Women's 
Research and Documentation 
Centre (WORDOC) held in 
November, 1987, in which the 
lack of access to materials 
produced abroad was a frequent 
issue of discussion. The 
Institute has requested help 
by sending them copies of 
journal articles, conference 
papers and other works. 

TRANSAFRICA FORUM invites 
analytical articles for pub
lication in its quarterly 
journal of opinion on Africa 
and the Caribbean. Send 
abstracts, manuscripts and 
queries to: Kelly L. Brown, 
TransAfrica Forum, 545 Eighth 
st., SE, Suite 200, Wash . 
D.C., 20003. The deadline 
for Vol . 6, No. 2 (February 
1989) is July 30. 
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The JOURNAL OF PIDGIN AND 
CREOLE LANGUAGES , founded in 
1986, invites articles on 
topics within the field. the 
aim and scope of the JPCL is 
to present the results of 
current research in theory 
and descriptions of pidgin 
and creole languages, and 
pplications of this knowledge 
to language planning, 
education and social reform 
in creole-speaking societies. 
Mss can be sent directly to 
the Editor, Glenn G. Gilbert, 
Department of Linguistics, 
Southern Illinois University, 
Carbondale , Il. 62901, tel. 
(618) 536-3385; or contact 
Hazel Carter (member of the 
editorial board), Dept. of 
African Languages and 
iterature, 866 Van Hise Hall, 
1220 Linden Dr., Madison, WI 
53706, tel. (608) 262-
2487/263-3890/833-6926. 

WISCONSIN AFRICAN STUDIES 
NEWS AND NOTES IS 
PUBLISHED TWICE A YEAR. 
EDITOR: MARJORIE HARRIS. 
SEND NEWS AND ANNOUNCE
MENTS FOR THE FALL ISSUE 
BY SEPTEMBER 15, 1988 TO 
AFRICAN STUDIES PROGRAM, 
1454 VAN HISE HALL, 1220 
LINDEN DR., MADISON, WI. 
53706 



PULA! 

In May 1985, Richard Ralston wrote his eloquent and sober 
Parting Shots ' on the state of the African Studies Program at that 
time. Today in 1988 his message still rings so true that it may be 
reprinted. The weather in Federal Washington is drier and drier. 
Further erosion of Title VI funds has occurred as inexorable as the 
annual advance of some great Sahara during a massive drought . The 
c limate of opini on within the philanthropic foundations has mell owed 
somewhat however , and a few harbingers of other times to come have 
appeared; more SSRC grants for predoctoral study in Africa f o r 
instance. The job crisis described by Ralston remains grim, but there 
is some movement and there is a slowing down of graduate student 
enrollment losses. 

But despite this bleak and harsh landscape, the African Studies 
Program is well and thriving, beckoning towards a future as a cluster 
of palmtrees does on the Kalahari's horizon. In some ways it has 
grown. Many more undergraduates take Africa related courses than they 
did three years ago. The quality of our dissertators, as shown by 
their success in national competition for scarce funding, has been 
exceptional, their rate of placement has been gratifying, at least i f 
we compare it to national performance. Three new faculty positions 
have been made and the commitment of the University of Wisconsin for 
the Program has if anything become deeper. Outreach has ventured int o 
new initiatives and the exchange link with Burundi was succeeded by a 
similar link with Dar es Salaam. Every year we have enjoyed the 
company of visiting African Fulbright Fellows and, indeed, of one 
Chinese Africanist scholar. 

But for how long can a program such as this one maintain 
excel lence in the face of unrelenting indifference from society a t 
large towards the needs of both African Studies and Africa? 
Unfortunately, Africa is not a perceived competitor in the world 
trade, as East Asia seems to be; it is not perceived as close enough to 
be uncomfortable, as is the case with Latin America; it is not in the 
mainstream of political concerns to the extent that eastern Europe or 
the Middle East is. It is the world ' s poorest continent, afflict ed 
with seemingly intractable problems of all sorts. 

Yet Africa is the continent of origi n for a sizeable proportion o f 
the nati ons's population. For that reason I am convinced that the lack 
of interest by the powers that be cannot last . Indeed, there a r e 
recent signs that their neglect of Africa is waning somewhat. In as 
far as one can peer into the future, the future looks better than the 
present. The Program, I believe, will continue to cope and maintain 
excellence despite the general parched conditi ons . The drought may 
end . Rainclouds 

are on the horizon and Africanists call out 

PULA! 'Let i t Rain' 

Let a new field of students mature , let a hundred flowers of 
initiative spring up overnight after the rain has come . This is t he 
image which I have kept for this program during the trek as chair 
through a very long dry season. 

J an Vansina 
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Wisconsin African Studies 

News&Notes 
Issue No. 32, December 1988 

NEW CHAIRMAN OF AFRICAN 
STUDIES 

B. Robe.rt Tabachnick, Professor of 
Curriculum and Instruction and Educational 
Policy Studies, was elected to the 
chairmanship of the African Studies Program 
beginning in September. 

Tabachnick, who previously served as Acting 
Chairman for one semester in 1983, was 
Director of Education for the Northern 
Nigeria Teacher Education Project at 
Ahmadu Bello University, a University of 
Wisconsin project to develop university and 
teachers college programs, and has served as 
a consultant on teacher training in Uganda, 
Kenya, Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland. 
As Resident Consultant to the Sierra Leone 
Education Review, he spent 197 3-7 4 in 
Sierra Leone doing an analysis of the 
educational system from primary school to 
university, including non-formal education. 
He also has been a consulant to the Gongola 
State Ministry of Education, in Nigeria, on 
the creation of a State University system. 

To broaden his experience in international 
education, he spent 1984-88 in Indonesia as 
Resident Representative for the Midwest 
Universities Consortium for International 
Activities (MUCIA) World Bank project for 
Technical Assistance, a program that 
provides visiting professors to three 
Indonesian universities, together with 
fellowships for Indonesian university staff to 
study abroad. 

FALL SYMPOSIUM 

"Women and Education in Africa" was the 
theme of the second annual African Studies 
Program Fall Symposium held October I 0-11 
on the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
campus. The Symposium was co-sponsored 
by International Agricultural Programs, the 

School of Education and the Womens' 
Studies Program. Funding was provided by 
the College of Letters and Science, 
Anonymous Fund, the Office of 
International Studies and Programs, Hewlett 
Foundation, and the African Studies 
Program, U.S. Department of Education 
Title VI funds. Marianne Bloch, Department 
of Curriculum and Instruction, Jane 
Knowles, International Agricultural 
Programs and Land Tenure Center, and 
Josephine Beoku-Betts, Department of Rural 
Sociology, were the organizers and 
coordinators of the symposium. 

Twelve women educators from the United 
States and Africa were invited participants, 
including Dr. Bolanle Awe, Director of the 
Institute of African Studies at the 
University of Ibadan, who gave the Keynote 
Address on "Educational Policy and Women 
in Africa." Other participants from Africa 
included Marjorie Mbilinyi, Institute of 
Development Studies, University of Dar es 
Salaam; Ruth Besha, Department of 
Kiswahili, University of Dar es Salaam; and 
Lena Sagnia, Undersecretary of the Ministry 
of Education of the Government of The 
Gambia. Presenters from U . S. institutions 
were Gail Kelly, Department of Educational 
Organization, Administration and Policy, 
SUNY-Bufffalo; Kathleen Cloud, Director 
of the Office of Women in International 
Development, University of Illinois; Nelly 
Stromquist, Department of Administrative 
and Policy Studies, University of Southern 
California; Mary Pigozzi, Institute for 
International Research, Washington, D.C.; 
Julietta Mendes Pereira, of the World 
Education Foundation; Linda Day, 
Department of History, William Patterson 
College, Christine Obbo, Anthropology 
Department, Wayne State University and 
Polly Diven, OXF AM. 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
participants, in addition to the three 
coordinators mentioned above, were Joanne 
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Csete, Department of Nutritional Sciences, 
B. Robert Tabachnick, Departments of 
Curriculum and Instruction and Educational 
Policy Studies, Robert Koehl, Departments 
of History and Educational Policy Studies, 
J . Lin Compton, Department of Continuing 
and Vocational Education, and Kenneth 
Shapiro, International Agricultural Programs. 
Dean John Palmer, UW School of Education, 
introduced the keynote speaker. 

MACARTHUR FOUNDATION 
GRANT 

The African Studies Program and the four 
other Language and Area Studies National 
Resource Centers (East Asian, Ibero
American, Southeast Asian, and South Asian) 
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison will 
be recipients of a grant from the John D. 
and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation for 
a program on "The Third World's 
Relationship to International Peace and 
Cooperation." The program focuses on 
peace, security and international cooperation 
in Third World countries, and how conflict, 
conflict resolution and cooperation relate to 
the international political-economic system. 
Research will build on the UW-Madison's 
area program strengths, taking advantage of 
a pool of outstanding graduate students 
already in the program. The MacArthur 
Scholars Program is designed to support such 
students' study and field research on subjects 
that link area studies with issues of 
international conflict and cooperation. 
Other funding will be made available from 
the grant for travel for student participation 
in professional meetings, small grants for 
summer research for faculty and a visiting 
lecturers program. 

CENTER OF EXCELLENCE 

The eight University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Language and Area Studies Centers have 
been designated as a Center of Excellence by 
the University of Wisconsin System. In 1986 
the UW System Board of Regents endorsed 
the concept of creating "centers of 
excellence" on campuses throughout the UW 
System, and called for proposals to identify 
such centers, within the context of 
individual institutional missions. The 
Regents defined "centers of excellence" as 
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"areas in which a System institution can 
legitimately seek to become among the 
nation's best." Proposed centers were to 
have national or regional recognition for 
excellence and demonstrable impact on the 
quality of undergraduate or graduate 
education. The UW System administration 
and the Regents intend to propose the 
centers as funding priorities for the next two 
or three biennia. The Language and Area 
Studies Programs of UW-Madison were one 
of fifty such designated "Centers of 
Excellence" in the UW System. 

AFRICA STUDY ABROAD 
PROGRAM 

In October five students became the first 
UW students to participate in a formal 
academic year in Africa program, when the 
UW Office of International Studies and 
Programs initiated its Year Abroad in Sierra 
Leone Program. The students are spending 
this year in Freetown where they are 
studying at Fourah Bay College, of the 
University of Sierra Leone, one of the oldest 
and most outstanding universities in Africa. 

MINI-GRANTS FOR UPPER 
MIDWEST AFRICANISTS 

The African Studies Program will again be 
able to offer several small grants to Upper 
Midwest Africanists for use in Madison for 
library research and consultations with 
Program faculty. The grants may be used 
for travel, expenses while in Madison, 
copying costs, etc.The grants cannot exceed 
$500. 
To qualify, applicants must be teaching at a 
college or university in one of the upper 
midwest states (Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, 
or Nebraska), and plan to work on ongoing 
or new Africana research. The grants can be 
used any time in the academic year or 
summer session, but must be used by August 
14, 1989. Interested persons are invited to 
send a letter of application, describing their 
research interests and plan for use of the 
grant, giving dates, estimated costs and other 
particulars, to Robert Tabachnick, 
Chairman, African Studies Program, 1454 
Van Hise Hall, 1220 Linden Dr., Madison, 
WI 53706. 
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SUMMER PROGRAM IN 
AFRICAN STUDIES 

During the summer of 1989 the Department 
of African Languages and Literature in 
conjunction with the African Studies 
Program will offer an African Studies 
Institute consisting of a program of language 
and area studies. While intensive language 
courses have regularly been taught in the 
summer, the combination of language and 
area studies has not been available in recent 
years. Two languages to be offered are 
Temne and Krio; both are major languages 
of Sierra Leone, West Africa. The 
Department and the Program have had many 
ties with Sierra Leone, including a teacher 
exchange and a new study abroad program. 
Students planning to participate in the year 
abroad program in Sierra Leone will be 
advised to study one of the those languages 
as part of their preparation. In addition 
since they are infrequently taught, they ;re 
an attractive choice for students in 
linguistics and African languages and 
literature. Other languages to be offered 
will be Second Year Hausa and Second Year 
Swahili. All of the languages will also be of 
interest to students in other African Studies 
Centers around the country who need one of 
the languages as a research tool. 
Other courses to be offered are: 
Africa: An Introductory Survey. This is an 
interdisciplinary course for the student 
interested in a broad survey of Africa. 
Lectures from the fields of Language and 
lite~~ture, ~nthropology, art, music, history, 
political science and economics provide an 
introduction to the peoples and cultures of 
Africa. 
Field Methods: The course will be offered as 
part of the preparation for year abroad 
students as well as graduate students from 
other depart- ments and universitites 
preparing to do field work in Africa. In 
addition to research methodology, some of 
the areas co".'ered are health, photography, 
sound and video recording. 
Students will be able to take any one of the 
five courses or a combination of one 
language and one area studies course. 

AFRICAN ART ACQUIRE0 

The University of Wisconsin-Madison's 
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Elvehjem Museum of Art has acquired a 
small but important collection of carved 
wood art objects from the Southern Kivu 
region of Zaire. They include chief's stools, 
ancestral statues and divinization objects. 
All date from before the l 930's, one possibly 
from the beginning of this century. All are 
in need of restoration work and will not be 
on display for some time. 

OUTREACH NEWS 

Patricia Kuntz, Outreach Coordinator 
reports the following Outreach activities. 
The Instructional Materials Center (IMC) 
located in 1334 Van Hise Hall is open from 
2:30 to 5:30 M, W-F. Make an appointment 
with Peter Rogers, 262-9689, if you wish 
specific items. 

Slide Module Africa: Past, Present, and 
Future, is near completion. The Wisconsin 
Humanities Committee funded this eleven 
slide module series. The following persons 
consulted on the project Paul Beckett 
(Political Science), Marianne Bloch 
(Curriculum and Instruction), Judy Br.uce 
(Art History), James Delehanty (Geography) 
Carol Dickerman (History), Steven Feierman' 
(History), Jane Knowles (Agricultural 
International Programs), Robert Koehl 
(Educational Policy Studies), Robert 
Tabachnick (Curriculum and Instruction), 
Freida High-Tesfagiorgis (Art History), 
Harold Scheub (African Languages and 
Literature), and Jan Vansina (History). 
These modules serve to familiarize 
community organizations with current 
research in African Studies. 

!h~ Freetown-Madison Teacher Exchange is 
m its second year. USIA (United States 
Information Agency) Teacher Exchange 
Program funds the travel and expenses of 
two Madison teachers and one Freetown 
teacher. This year Enitan Metzger from 
Freetown Secondary Girls School will 
exchange with Russell Phelps (Memorial) 
and Brenda Naze (Shabazz) during the 
second semester. 

In preparation for the Sierra Leone - USA 
exchange, the Madison Public Schools 
arranged for instructors, colleagues, and 
family to participate in an African 
Workshop. UW faculty gave presentations 



on their disciplines in an effort to increase 
teacher content knowledge of the current 
situation in Africa. The following faculty 
participatedin the program: Marilyn Little 
(Geography), James Delehanty (Geography), 
William Brown (History), Harold Scheub 
(African Languages and Literature), Lois 
Anderson (Music), Linda Hunter (African 
Languages and Literature), Freida High
Tesfagiorgis (Art History), Fred Hayward 
(Political Science), and Kenneth Curtis 
(History). 

Finally, with support from parents and the 
Madison School Board, Madison West High 
School will off er Kiswahili during the 
second semester to more than 30 students. 
Laura Fair (History), a past tutor at West, 
wrote a successful proposal to The 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Institute 
on Race and Ethnicity to fund material 
development. The West High School 
principal, Alfred Colucci, has announced 
that they have recruited Anne Lessick-Xiao, 
UW-Madison graduate student in Swahili in 
the Department of African Languages and 
Literature to be the instructor. 

FELLOWSHIPS OFFERED 

TITLE VI FELLOWSHIPS 

Application forms for Title VI Foreign 
Language and Area Studies Fellowships are 
now available in the Progam office. The 
deadline for applying for academic year 
1989-90 is February 1, 1989; for Summer 
1989, February 15. Languages approved for 
academic year 1989-90 are Arabic (No. 
Africa), Hausa, Kongo, Shona, Swahili, and 
Zulu. For Summer 1989, languages to be 
offered at UW-Madison will be Temne, 
Krio, Hausa II and Swahili II. Summer 
fellowships for study of other languages to 
be offered at other African Studies centers 
will also be availabe. The tentative list of 
these languages and where they will be 
taught: 
Setswana/Sesotho II; Cape 
Verdian Creole I - Boston University. 
Shona II; Hausa II; Xhosa I - University of 
California-Berkeley. 
Yoruba I; Swahili II, III - University of 
California at Los Angeles. 
Akan I; Shona I - University of Florida. 
Lingala I; Woloff III - University of Illinois . 
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Bambara I, III; Chichewa I - Indiana 
University. 
Amharic I, II, III - Michigan State 
University. 
Hausa II; Shona II; Xhosa I - Stanford 
University. 
Afrikaans I; Hausa III; Kikuyu I; Swahili II, 
III, IV; Yoruba II, III; Zulu I, II -Yale 
University 
Applicants must be U .S. citizens or 
permanent residents of the United States. 
Preference will be given to applicants with a 
high level of academic ability and with 
previous language training. Fellows must be 
admitted to or be currently enrolled in 
graduate programs in the social sciences, 
humanities, or in professional fields such as 
business, agriculture, engineering, health 
sciences, journalism, or in professional 
schools such as law and medicine. Fellows 
receiving these awards must take one 
African language course and one African 
area course each semester. For summer 
fellowships, priority will be given to 
applicants with good academic records who 
can best demonstrate the need for intensive 
language study in the summer as part of 
their total program. Eligibility normally is 
limited to students who are currently 
enrolled in graduate or professional 
programs and/ or who will be admitted to 
UW-Madison graduate programs for summer 
1989. However, occasionally summer awards 
have been used for public school teachers or 
college or university faculty members who 
need intensive language training. 

CIC SCHOLARSHIPS 

The Committee on Institutional Cooperation 
(CIC) Foreign Language Enhancement 
Program (FLEP) will award 24 scholarships 
of $1,500 each to graduate students to 
provide living expenses while attending a 
CIC host institution in Summer, 1989. 
These scholarships will enable students to 
study infrequently taught foreign languages 
which may not be available at their home 
institutions during the coming summer. 
Students wishing to participate in FLEP 
should also apply to the CIC Traveling 
Scholar Program. This program enables 
graduate students to attend another CIC 
institution while paying tuition and fees to 
and receive credit at their home university. 
Applications for FLEP are due on February 
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17, 1989. Forms are available from the 
Office of the Dean, College of Letters and 
Science, South Hall, 1055 Bascom Mall, 
Madison, WI 53706, or from the African 
Studies Program. Additional information 
about the Traveling Scholar Program is 
available from Judith Williams, Assistant 
Dean of the Graduate School. A list of the 
foreign languages which institutions expect 
to offer is available in the Program office. 
Or call Dean Donald W. Crawford, 263-7221 
or Nancy Westphal 263- 2506 if you have any 
questions. 

MACARTHUR SCHOLARS 

The MacArthur Scholars Program is designed 
to support outstanding graduate students' 
study and field research on subjects that link 
area studies with issues of international 
conflict and cooperation. It will provide out 
of state tuition and an award equivalent to 
that of University Fellowships. Students 
who plan to combine their disciplinary work 
with strong area studies preparation and 
prograns of study and research relevant to 
peace, conflict, and cooperation are eligible 
to apply. Students should be in advanced 
stages of study for the doctorate and would 
normally apply before their last year of 
course work prior to field work. Fellowships 
are limited to students doing dissertations 
combining one or more of the following 
areas (Africa, East Asia, Southeast Asia, 
Latin America or South Asia), and 
international peace and cooperation. Five to 
ten awards will be made each year. 
Applications are due by February 1, 1989. 
Applications must include a proposed plan of 
study, undergraduate and graduate 
transcripts, a dissertation research proposal, 
a language competence evaluation, and three 
letters of recommendation. Application 
forms may be obtained at 301 South Hall or 
at area programs offices. 

NEH SEEKS RESEARCH 
PROPOSALS 

The National Endowment for the Humanities 
(NEH) is encouraging young humanities 
scholars specializing in Africa to seek 
research funding. A shortage of graduate 
students and young faculty in African 
literature, history and other humanities 
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fields has creating f unding opportunities at 
NEH. 
For first-time NEH applicants, the travel to 
collections program is an excellent funding 
source. It provides $750 to visit humanities 
resources. Potential applicants for those and 
other grants are urged to make contact with 
NEH staff prior to proposal submission and 
resubmission. Overall, applicants have a 20 
percent rate of success. However, according 
to the endowment's research director, revised 
and resubmitted proposals do much better 
than initial proposals, and rejected applicants 
are urged to try again. 

FACULTY NEWS 

A. NEIL SKINNER RETIRES 

A. Neil Skinner, Professor of African 
Languages and Literature, retired at the end 
of this semester, after 22 years at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
Neil taught a wide range of courses 
including Hausa, Fula, Arabic, African 
linguistics and Hausa literature, to name a 
few. In addition to his courses, Neil has 
produced many African language texts, 
grammars, anthologies, biographies, and 
dictionaries, as well as many articles. 
Before coming to Madison Neil taught at 
UCLA and at Otago University in New 
Zealand. In the 40's he served in the British 
Royal Ar tillery and as an Administrative 
Officer and District Officer in Nigeria, and 
as Political Officer in the Aden Protectorate. 
Many of you no doubt have enjoyed his 
delightful and witty account of those days, 
in his recent autobiography, Burden 
Asssumed, The Making of a Colonial 
Candide. In the 50's he served as 
Superintendent of Vernacular Literature in 
Adult Education in Northern Nigeria, and as 
Acting Director of the Northern Nigerian 
Literature Agency. 
Although he has been with the University of 
Wisconsin- Madison since 1966, Neil 
maintained his ties to Nigeria over the years 
by teaching (in 1969 at Abdullahi Bayero 
College in Kano, and in 1977 at Ahmadu 
Bello University in Zaria) and by serving as 
an External Examiner numerous times. He 
further enhanced his international 
experience when he spent the summer of 
1983 as a visiting professor at the Beijing 



Foreign Language Institute. 
Skinner's administrative skills were utilized 
often by his department and by the African 
Studies Program. He served three terms as 
Chairman of the Department of African 
Languages and Literature between 1970 and 
1981 and as Chairman of the African Studies 
Program in 1979-81, and as a member of 
many university committees. His teaching 
skills are shown in the work of more than 20 
students who worked under his guidance and 
supervision to earn their master's and 
doctorate degrees. 
When Neil retired from his first career as an 
administrator in Nigeria, it is reported that 
he remarked that the only thing he would 
miss was his horse. We can't venture to 
guess what he will miss on his retirement 
from the University of Wisconsin, but we do 
know how much we all will miss him -- as a 
wise and steady administrator, as an 
excellent and caring teacher, as a brilliant 
scholar, and as a wit par excellence. No one 
will ever replace him as the Premier Program 
Punster! We know he will enjoy his freedom 
from teaching and committee schedules, 
having more time for his family , gardening, 
cross-country skiing, and for continuing his 
research and writing. 
On behalf of all of us in the Program, we 
thank Neil Skinner for all he has given to us 
as individuals and to the African Studies 
Program. We wish him good luck, good 
health, and the good life. 

Fred Hayward, Political Science, has been 
appointed Acting Dean of International 
Studies and Programs at UW-Madison, 
beginning January I. In May, June and July 
he was in Sierra Leone to carry out research 
on rural political attitudes and values . In 
November he went again to Sierra Leone to 
make final arrangements for the Year 
Abroad Program at Fourah Bay College. 

Richard Ralston, Afro-American Studies, 
has been appointed to a new position as 
Associate Chancellor of UW-Madison. 
Ralston is spending this year as a visiting 
professor at Clark University. He also is a 
Research Fellow at the W.E.B. DuBois 
Institute at Harvard. He will take up his 
new duties on his return in the fall. 

Richard Barrows, Agricultural Economics, 
has been appointed UW-Madison Associate 
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Vice-Chancellor for Academic Affairs. In 
the summer he was in Uganda to work on 
land policy and research with officials from 
ministries of agriculture and related natural 
resource ministries, and with USAID 
officials. 

Michael Carter, Agricultural Economics, was 
promoted to Associate Professor. He 
presented a paper in December at the 
meetings of the Econometric Society on 
"Risk and Household Differentiation in the 
Semi-Arid Tropics of West Africa." 

Crawford Young, Political Science, returned 
in the summer from his year in Dakar as a 
Fulbright Lecturer at Cheikh Anta Diop 
University. In March he attended the 
Regional West Africa conference on 
American elections in comparative 
perspective in Dakar, and in July he 
attended the Conference on Perspectives in 
Development in Bellagio, Italy, sponsored by 
the Rockefeller Foundation. He is on 
sabbatical leave this academic year. 

Herbert Lewis, Anthropology, participated 
in the Tenth Annual Conference of 
Ethiopian Studies in Paris in August. He 
presented a paper on "Social Gatherings 
Among Shoa Oromo." 

Joshua Posner, Agronomy, returned in 
August after working in The Gambia for 
two years on The Gambia Agricultural 
Research and Diversification Project. 

Jean-Paul Chavas, AgriculturalEconomics, 
Peter Bloch, and Michael Roth, Land 
Tenure Center, were in Tunisia last summer 
in connection with the USAID sponsored 
project on Agricultural Policy Improvement. 

Peter Bloch, Land Tenure Center, was also 
in Senegal in August for a land tenure 
research project. 

Marianne Bloch, Curriculum and Instruction 
went to Senegal and the Gambia last summer 
to study pre-primary education and to begin 
the development of a collaborative grant 
proposal with the Ministry of Education 
officials responsible for pre-primary 
education in both countries. In April she 
presented a paper and was co-organizer of a 
symposium on "Essays on the History of 
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Early Childhood Education," and presented a 
paper (with Mary Pigozzi) on " Cross
cultural perspectives on third world early 
childhood education: Case studies of pre
primary programs in Haiti and in Senegal." 

Dustin Cowell, African Languages and 
Literature, was in Tunisia and Egypt from 
June to August where he did research on 
issues in contemporary Arabic literature, and 
dialect studies. Cowell has been granted a 
sabbatical leave for next year, and plans to 
do writing and research in Mauritania. 

John Bruce, Land Tenure Center, attended a 
workshop on "Land in African Agrarian 
systems" at the University of Illinois-Urbana 
in April and presented a paper on "Do 
Indigenous Tenure Systems Constrain 
Development?" In August he visited the 
Center for Applied Social Science in 
Zimbabwe. 

Bert Adams, Sociology, has been granted a 
Sabbatical Leave for Semester II next 
academic year. He plans to be in Uganda 
and several other African countries from 
January to July, 1990. 

Joanne Csete, new faculty member in the 
Department of Nutritional Sciences, has 
joined the African Studies Program. She 
spent nearly seven years working and 
researching in Central Africa (Rwanda and 
Burundi) on nutritional programs and 
public health. She will teach two courses in 
Semester II, Causes of World Hunger and 
Nutrition and Society. She says both courses 
will draw heavily on the literature related to 
food problems and policies in Africa. 

Congratulations to Henry Bunn, 
Anthropology, and Ellen Kroll, on the birth 
this fall of Henry T. Bunn IV. The elder 
Henry spent the fall semester in Tanzania 
working on his ongoing ethnoarcheological 
research on the Hadza. 

Paul Beckett, Associate Director, attended 
the 101st Annual Meeting of the National 
Association of State Universities and Land 
Grant Colleges (NASULGC) in November. 
He participated in the joint session of the 
International Division and the Coalition for 
the Advancement of Foreign Languages and 
International Studies (CAFLIS) as a member 
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of the panel on "Proposal for a National 
Foundation: Needs of NASULGC 
Institutions." 
James Delehanty, Geography, has received a 
Rockefeller Foundation grant to conduct 
research in Kenya for two years, beginning 
in January, 1989. 

Five members of the Department of African 
Languages and Literature have received 
UW-Madison Graduate School research 
grants for Summer 1989. they are: Hazel 
Carter, Dustin Cowell, Edris Makward, 
Daniel Kunene, and Harold Scheub. 

STUDENT NEWS 

Program students who are doing field 
research this year as recipients of Fulbright 
and SSRC grants are: 
Christopher Whann, Political Science, in 
Lesotho. 
Paul Landau, History, in Botswana. 
Gregory Myers, Agricultural Economics, in 
Nigeria. 

Shelly Wagner, History ABO, will be a 
Woodson Institute pre-doctoral research 
fellow at the University of Virginia for 
1988-90 with a two-year fellowship to write 
up. Other Wisconsin alumni who held one 
year post-doctoral fellowships at the 
Institute are Jan Ewald and Leroy Vail. 
According to Joe Miller, History 1967, who 
sent us this news item, these fellowships are 
highly sought after and go year after year to 
people from the best universities in the U.S. 
(and abroad) in all fields of Afro-American 
and African studies. 

Students who received Title VI Fellowships 
for this academic year are: 
Gretchen Bauer, Political Science; Karen 
Booth, Sociology; Kent Elbow, Development 
Studies; Elizabeth Graffy, Agricultural 
Economics, Carolyn Keyes, History; and 
Anne Lewison, Anthropology. 

PROGRAM VISITORS 

Professor Jarle Simensen, Department of 
History, University of Trondheim, Norway, 
is spending a sabbatical year at UW-Madison 
as an Honorary Fellow in the Department of 
History. He is working on two book 



manuscripts, one in the field of local politics 
in Ghana during the colonial period, and one 
in the field of technology transfer. Professor 
Simensen, who also spent a sabbatical in 
Madison in 1981-82, is accompanied by his 
wife, Aud Marit, who is an Honorary Fellow 
in the UW School of Education, and his 
son and daughter. Mrs. Simensen recently 
returned to Norway to defend her Ph.D. at 
the disputation in the traditional Nordic
Germanic tradition. On November 30 
Professor Simensen gave a Sandwich Seminar 
lecture on "The Relevance of History: 
History, Development Studies, and 
Development Aids. A Norwegian-Ghanaian 
Example." 

Two visitors this semester were here as part 
of the African Studies Program- University 
of Dar es Salaam exchange program. They 
were Professor Clement Ndulute, Chairman 
of the Department of Literature, and 
Professor Josiah Mlahagwa of the 
Department of History at Dar. While here 
they consulted with African Studies f acuity, 
conducted library research, and attended the 
ASA meetings in Chicago. They both 
presented lectures in the Sandwich Seminar 
series. Dr. Ndulute spoke on the topic 
"Kiswahili Poetry and the 'Politics of 
Independence' in Tanzania." Dr. Mlahagwa's 
lecture was titled "'We Have Never Been 
Conquered': The Swazi Resistance to British 
Colonial Rule." 

Visiting Lecturers this fall included Dr. 
Adeniji Adaralegbe, Deputy Vice Chancellor 
of Obafemi Awolowo University, Nigeria, 
who spoke on "School, State and Society in 
Nigeria," and Dr. Elikia M'Bokolo, Director 
of the Center of African Studies at the 
University of Paris, who spoke on "African 
Studies in France." Professor Fatima 
Mernissi, University of Rabat, gave two 
lectures in December on "Women in Muslim 
Paradise," and "Women and Islam." 

CONFERENCES 

The 14th Annual African Literature 
Association Conference will be held in 
Dakar and Saly Portudal March 20-23, 1989. 
The theme of the conference will be 
"Twenty-Five Years after Dakar and Fourah 
Bay: The Growth of African Literature." 
Professor Edris Makward, UW-Madison 
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Department of African Languages and 
Literature, and M'Diawar Sarr, Dakar, are 
co-convenors of the conference. This will 
be the first time the ALA will hold its 
annual meeting in Africa, and it is expected 
that many prominent writers, artists, critics, 
scholars, and students from the U.S., 
Canada, Africa, Europe and the rest of the 
world will attend. For further information, 
write to Edris Makward, 866 Van Hise Hall, 
1220 Linden Dr., Madison, WI 53706. 

The 20th Annual Conference on African 
Linguistics, will be held April 19-22, 1989 at 
the University of Illinois at Urbana
Champaign, organized by the Department of 
Linguistics and the Center for African 
Studies at Illinois. Abstracts for papers in all 
areas of African languages and linguistics 
are invited, as well as for papers dealing 
with the use of African and European 
languages in African literature. The 
deadline for abstracts is January 15, 1989. 
For further information, write to Professor 
Eyamba G. Bokamba, Department of 
Linguistics, 707 South Mathews Ave., 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
Urbana, IL 61801. 

The Berkeley-Stanford Annual Spring 
Conference, on "Social Conflict and Conflict 
Resolution," will be held on the Stanford 
University campus, April 22, 1989. The 
deadline for abstracts is February 3, 1989. 
For further information, write to Austin 
Ahanatu, Conference Co-Chair, Joint Center 
for African Studies, 215 Moses Hall, 
Berkeley , CA 94720. 

The African Research Program of the Eotvos 
Lorand University, Budapest, Hungary, 
announces its Third International Conference 
on "Tradition and Modernization in Africa 
Today," will be held August 24 to September 
4, 1989. For further information write to 
Szilard Biernaczky, Director of the 
Conference, African Research Program, 
Lorand Eotvos University, Budapest, 
Hungary, H-1536 P.O. Box 387. 

The Intercollegiate Department of Black 
Studies of The Claremont Colleges invites 
submission of papers for an interdisciplinary 
conference titled emBODIED & 
enGENDERED: A Conference to Vision 
and Revision Sexuality, Gender, and 



Selfhood in Africa and its Diaspora, to be 
held in Claremont, CA, March 30 - April l, 
1989. Requests for submissions and 
information are due by January 1, 1989. 
Write to Sue E. Houchins and Agnes 
Moreland Jackson, IDBS, The Claremont 
Colleges, Pitzer College, Claremont, CA 
91711-6110. 

St. Mary's University and Dalhousie 
University, Halifax, Nova Scotia, announce a 
Summer Institute on Gender and 
Development, May 29-June 23, 1989, as part 
of their joint International Development 
Studies Program. The Institute aims to help 
students (and interested specialists) develop 
their theoretical understanding, research 
skills and policy analysis in the field of 
Gender and Development. Open to honors 
and graduate students, as well as non-degree 
participants who meet course requirements. 
Applications must be sent to the Women and 
Development Unit, International 
Development Studies, Saint Mary's 
University, Halifax, Nova Scotia B3H 3C3, 
by February I, 1989. Scholarships for Third 
World students are available on a competitive 
basis. 

JOB OPPORJ"UNITIES 

African/Hispanic Studies. Director, 
Program in African and Hispanic Studies, 
Colgate University. Applications invited 
from candidates in any field of Humanities 
or Social Sciences. Letter of application, 
c.v., names of 3 references should be sent to 
Prof. Nigel Bolland, Chair of Search 
Committee, Dept. of Sociology and 
Anthropology, 
Colgate University, Hamilton, NY 13346. 
Applications considered beginning January 
I, 1989. 

History and African Studies. The Ohio State 
University. Joint appointment in 
Departments of History and Black Studies. 
Tenure-track. Ph.D. required by Sept. 1, 
1989. Letter of application, c.v. transcripts, 
and 3 letters of recommendation by January 
20, 1989, to Prof. Isaac Mowoe, 
Appointments Committee, The Ohio State 
University, Department of History, 230 W. 
17th Ave., Columbus, OH 43210. 

African History. Cornell University. The 
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Africana Studies and Research Center seeks 
two historians for tenure-track positions. 
One for prehistoric to eighteenth century, 
one nineteenth and twentieth century. Ph.D. 
required. Letter of application, c.v., and 
names, addresses and phone numbers of 
three references should be submitted by 
January 15, 1989 to Professor Robert L. 
Harris, Jr., Director, Africana Studies and 
Research Center, Cornell University, 310 
Triphammer Rd., Ithaca, New York, 14850. 

Middle Eastern/African History. Wellesley 
College. One year replacement position. 
Salary ca. $30,000. Ph.D. and teaching 
experience preferred. Send dossier to 
Middle Eastern/ African Search, History 
Department, Wellesley College, Wellesley, 
MA 02181, by January 15, 1989. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Book reviewers needed: The Editor of the 
Journal of Third World Studies, a bi-annual 
scholarly publication which centers on Third 
World problems and issues, is seeking book 
reviewers who are Africanists. Contact Prof. 
Harold Isaacs, Editor, Journal of Third 
World Studies, P.O. Box 1232, Americus, GA 
31709. 

The University of Louisville's Office of 
Minority Services has published its 1988 
issue of the MINORITY VOICES magazine. 
The magazine covers a wide range of topics 
including a special section on internships, 
scholarships, grants and other financial aid 
sources for college bound students; students 
currently enrolled and others. MINORITY 
VOICES may be ordered by sending check 
or money order to Office of Minority 
Services, Belknap Campus, University of 
Louisville, Louisville, KY 40292. Price $5 
per copy. 

WISCONSIN AFRICAN STUDIES 
NEWS AND NOTES is published 
twice a year. Editor: 
Marjorie Harris. Send news 
and announcements for the 
spring issue by April 1, 
to African Studies Program 
1454 Van Hise Hall, 1220 
1220 Linden Dr., Madison, 
WI 53706. 
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ASSOCIATION OF WISCONSIN AFRICAN STUDIES ALUMNI 

Dear Alumni: 

On October 31, 1986, the Association of Wisconsin African Studies Alumni (AW ASA) 
commenced with the celebration of the 25th year of African Studies at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison during the Madison ASA Annual Meeting. We can always depend upon Jan 
Vansina to inspire us, for he acted not only as coordinator in the first opening session of our 
meeting but assisted further in identifying the structural "categories"! Even more, a Provisional 
Steering Committee was elected, and consisted of E. J. Alagoa, Paul Beckett, Victoria Coifman, 
Elizabeth Eldredge, John Harbeson, Sebagenzi Wa Lulenga, Adell Patton and Kings Phiri. This 
committee was given the responsibility of writing the Constitution and procedures for the 
nomination process of the membership to the Steering Committee. The Association is especially 
grateful to John Harbeson, who drafted our Constitution, and to Elizabeth Eldredge and Victoria 
Coifman for constantly raising issues in need of clarification. While other members also 
contributed, Paul Beckett served as our first Convenor in Madison and next at both the Denver 
ASA 1987 and Chicago ASA 1988. In between those meetings, Paul served as the principal 
liaison for the Provisional Steering Committee and the membership. The Association, therefore, 
expresses a special thanks to Paul for his selfless devotion to our cause and diligence in 
overseeing that the organization developed into a viable entity. 

The newly elected members of the Steering Committee for 1988-1990 are: E. J. Alagoa, 
Iris Berger , Steven Moyo, Catherine Newbury, Philip Noss, Adell Patton, and Kings Phiri . Adell 
was elected Chairperson by the Steering Committee at the 1988 Chicago ASA. 

The Steering Committee agreed upon the following agenda as the focus of the 
organization for 1988-90: 

1. Information relevant to the Association will appear in the Wisconsin African 
Studies News and Notes, rendering a separate newsletter unnecessary. 

2. The "Book Famine" in Africa is the focus for specific activity (West Africa, 
November 1985, No. 3558). We are urging members to contribute books of their 
own and review copies upon completion to African university libraries, and 
forward off prints to colleagues in Africa. these ideas fit in generally with those 
of the ASA. We wish to investigate ways in which the Association can participate 
with other organizations that are seeking to send books to African libraries. (We 
currently are in touch with the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science (AAAS) and would welcome suggestions from members of the 
Association.) 

3. African university libraries and archives generally could use assistance in 
maintaining and purchasing photocopying equipment. Iris Berger and Catherine 
Newbury, who are also ASA Board Members, agreed to look into this issue. 

4. The Association is committed to publishing a Directory of the members which 
will be made available to members of the Association sometime in Spring 1989. 
News about the alumni will continue in News and Notes. 

5. The Steering Committee would like suggestions from all the membership about 
what we should do as an organization, and especially encourages African members 
to let us know how this group can fit their particular needs. All suggestions 
should be forwarded to Adell Patton. 

6. The Tom Shick Memorial Fund. Contributions may be forwarded to: Tom 
Shick Memorial Fund, University of Wisconsin Foundation, 150 E. Gilman St., 
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P.O. Box 8860 Madison, WI 53708-8860. Income from the fund will be used for 
student scholarship. 

The financial status of the Association looks good. With more than 130 members (occasional 
memberships are still coming in), the membership fees received totaled $870.00 as of 
September 4. This fund is in the Associations's name a the the UW Credit Union. membership 
list is being maintained by the African Studies Program office. Finally, the Steering 
Committee will not request dues from the membership in 1988- 89. As Sandra Barnes would 
say: "How neat!!" 

AW ASA works best when it works together! 

Best wishes and thanks. 

Adell Patton Jr. 
Chairperson, 
Steering Committee 
Association of Wisconsin 
African Studies Alumni 

Department of History 
Howard University 
Washington, D. C. 20059 

P. S. The addresses of the Steering Committee Members are listed below: 

E.J. Alagoa 
School of Humanities 
University of Port Harcourt 
P.M.B. 5323 
Port Harcourt, Nigeria 

Iris Berger 
History Department 
SUNY - Buffalo 
1400 Washington, Ave. 
Albany, NY 12222 

Steven Moyo 
University of Zambia 
P.O. Box 30900 
Lusaka, Zambia 

Catharine Newbury 
Department of Political Science 
Hamilton Hall 070A 
CB#3265 
University of North Carolina 
Chapel Hill, NC 25799 

Philip Noss 
C/O Alliance Biblique de Cameroun 
BP 1133 
Yaounde, Cameroun 

Kings Phiri 
History Department 
Chancellor College 
P.O. Box 280 
Zomba, Malawi 
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ALUMNI NEWS 

Joshua Forrest, Political Science 1987. writes that he is continuing as a Kukin Scholar at the 
Harvard Academy for International and Area Studies through the 1988-89 academic year. He is 
working on a comparative analysis of post-colonial politics in Guinea-Bissau ( a revised version 
of his dissertation) as well as co-authoring a Westview Press country study of Guinea-Bissau. 

Ismail Abdalla, History 1981, sent the following news items: The Sudan Studies Association held 
its 7th Annual Meeting at the College of William and Mary. Ismail served as Host and Program 
Director. The University of Florida Center for African Studies last summer organized a summer 
institute for teaching about Africa in the context of World history in High School. The institute 
was funded by NEH. Hunt Davis, History-1969, was the Director of the Institute and both he 
and Ismail Abdalla were participants. 

Elizabeth Schmidt, History I 987, was married to Siba Nzatioula Grovogui, Political Science, 
1988, on April 2, 1988, in St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Bob J. Walter, Geography-! 968, Professor of Geography at Ohio University, is now back 
teaching full-time after a three year leave of absence while working in the Agency for 
International Development (AID). While there, he served in the Bureau of Science and 
Technology, Office of Rural Development and both managed a worldwide project and developed 
a new one on fragile lands for Latin America and the Caribbean. He traveled to much of Latin 
America while at AID but also to Somalia, Kenya, Zimbabwe, and Lesotho. He now is 
conducting research in conjunction with three Kenyan colleagues on problems in natural resource 
management, specifically on water management, terracing, and social organization. 

David Newbury, History-1979, has received NEH and SSRC funding for research in Rwanda, 
where he is now. Catharine Newbury, Political Science- I 975, and their daughter will join him 
there soon. 

Nicholas Pweddon, African Languages and Literature-1977, writes that he is now working as 
Secretary to the Committee on the translation of the Bible into Bachama, and also serves as part
time chairman of the Christian Pilgrims' Welfare Board, appointed by the Government of 
Gongola State of Nigeria. This assignment has recently taken to Israel, Rome, Lourdes, and 
Egypt. 

Joseph Mbele, African Languages and Literature- I 986, has been appointed Chief Editor of 
Utafiti, the Journal of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences of the University of Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania, for the 1988-1991 triennium. He invites scholarly articles in all areas of African 
studies. Send such contributions and all enquiries to: 
Chief Editor, Utafiti, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, P. 0. Box 35051, Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania. Mbele will travel to Kenya in early January to do research on the Swahili epic of 
Liongo, having been awarded research grants from two British foundations for the purpose. 

Robert Cancel, African languages and Literature-198 I, is teaching this year at the University of 
Zambia, Lusaka, on a Fulbright grant. Bob is responsible for all lectures in an oral traditions 
course and is team-teaching a course in African literature. He will have the third term (April
June) for research, so will move with his family to Northern Province to live in various villages 
and towns for ten weeks. While in Lusaka, his sons are attending the International School, and 
his wife Donna is doing volunteer work in the school's library. 

Steven Moyo, African Languages and Literature- I 978, is now head of the Zambian National 
Broadcasting System. 
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Gebre Tesfagiorgis, Educational Administration-1978, has just completed his Law degree at the 
UW-Madison Law School. 

Sonja Fagerberg, African Languages and Literature-1982, is living with her husband, Alpha 
Diallo and 2 year old son, Yacine in Dakar, Senegal. She is working on a variety of projects 
related to language training and preparation of training materials, such as literacy materials in 
Pulaar, a dictionary and other publishing and writing projects. 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS OF ALUMNI 

Joseph C. Miller, Way of Death: Merchant Capitalism and the Angolan Slave Trade, 1730-1830. 
University of Wisconsin Press, Fall 1988. 

John W. Harbeson, The Ethiopian Transformation: The Quest for a Post-Imperial State. 
Westview Press, Fall 1988. 

Michael Schatzberg, The Dialectics of Oppression in Zaire. Indiana University Press, Fall 1988. 

Edmond J. Keller, Revolutionary Ethiopia From Empire to Peoples' Republic. Indiana 
University Press. Available January 1989. 

William Minter, (ed.) Operation Timber: Pages from the Savimbi Dossier. World Press, 1988. 

M. Catharine Newbury, The Cohesion of Oppression. Columbia University Press, Summer 1988. 

Allen Isaacman, History-1970, is co-editor, with Louise White, of the Heinemann African Social 
History Series. They invite the submission of proposals for the series. Write to the Editors at: 
University of Minnesota, Department of History, 614 Social Sciences, 267 19th Avenue South, 
Minneapolis, MN 55455. 

Please send in items for the Spring issue of the Alumni 
Newsletter. While the Editor tries to find news by the 
"gleaning method," it always is a hit and miss operation. 
So, please let us hear from you. Send any items you wish 
to have included to African Studies Program, 1454 Van 
Hise Hall, 1220 Linden Dr., Madison, WI 53706 
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