
RALSTON: "PARTING SHOTS" 

Three issues have made an unforgettable impression on me during the three 
years that I have chaired the African Studies Program: the perennial threats of 
severe cuts in Title VI funding, the apparent demoralization of area studies 
graduates owing to a gloomy job market picture, and, despite these concerns, the 
continuing importance of African Area Studies. 

Like a killer frost moving through a midwest wheat field , Title VI budget 
crises and bleak job prospects have simultanously chilled career possibilities 
in the liberal arts and also chilled the earlier 1960's ardor associated wi th 
area studies . What bothers me is the circularity of the problem . Not only has 
this chill reduced enrollments in non-applied fields, lowered enrollments and 
job prospects have given a dangerous weapon to those who would zero-out federal 
support for international area studies. Additionally, all of this converges 
with the hoary issue of "relevance" that repeatedly rises up to bash t he human i
ties and other non-applied fields . 

Amongst what is arguably the best educated generation in history two respon
ses to the job and funding crisis can be discerned : demoralization and/or a 
turn toward careerism and applied studies . Amongst today's po l iticians, 
arguably the most troglodytic of recent political generations, the response has 
been an attempt to terminate federal support of area and language programs 
(something that might save pennies in the short-run but will surely harvest il l
prepared parochials unready for the 21st century) and/or a rather heavy-handed 
tinkering to effect a redistribution of Africanist training to the professions 
and other fields. While laudable on its face, little concern is given to 
whether the result would be to produce authentic Africanists with a ski l l out
side traditional area studies or simply marginal or shallow area specialists 
whose commitment and training are not at all to the area whose federal 
fellowships subsidized their schooling in the first pl ace. 

In fact, these are the best of times as well as the worst . The good news i s 
that neither the penny wisdom and pound foolishness of today's Lords of the 
Federal Exchequer nor the premature careerism of the young has destroyed area 
studies and transformed the liberal arts into the garden of appl ied education 
that some seem to want. The bad news is that neither have they helped very 
much. Indeed, they have not helped at all. Almost annually it seems to me we 
go through an undignified rite of spring in having to parry karate chops to the 
very muscle of our programs, notwithstanding the fact that Wisconsin has been a 
national leader in the top 2% of area studies programs for 25 years . I do not 
wish to sound shrill or chauvinistic: other centers go through this same rite 
of Russian Roulette and sometimes fall victim to it. Speaking of the Russians, 
however, this funding assault his been mounted at the very time that the 
Soviets, ostensibly the source of all our concern, evidently outspend the USA 
several times over in Third World language and area studies and, understandably 
therefore, lead in the production of international specialists adequate to the 
next century. 

Second point : The demoralization of area studi es and liberal arts graduates 
is not pathological, there i s a palpable crisis. Between 1947-63 UCLA produced 
90 (or 2%) of the 7,547 history Ph.D.'s awarded in the United States. And 
during the five-year period I was at UCLA (1965-1970), the History Department 
produced 126 doctorates. Of whom 86% (108) either entered or continued in aca
demic professions. But according to a 1964 graduate of Columbia, who now 
teaches sociology there, those halcyon days of the 1960s are gone forever, days 
when graduates "had a feeling--that the universe was exp~nding. Now these kids 
seem to feel it's contracting, closing i n on them . " Scarily! a 1980 study for the 
Higher Education Research Institute at UCLA concluded that 1f overal l Ph.D. 
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production remained at current levels, by 1995 11 a student enrolling in a Ph.D. 
program will have about as much chance of having a career as a professor as he 
or she would rolling a seven in a single cast of the di ce . 11 

These anecdotes form a ghostly minefield, particularly for graduates in area 
studies. During the 1975-6 recruitment year, a few years after I entered the 
job market, only 5 or 6 tenure-track positions for African history graduate 
degree holders were nationally advertised for an active candidate pool of 
approximately 40-50 Ph . D.'s and ABD's. For the history profession as a whole, 
the picture v1as more dramatic : for every advertised history position at a 
recent meeting of the American Historical Association, there were some 300 
applicants. In a more general vein, the Bureau of Social Science Research 
reports that most of the new humanities Ph.D.'s who actually found academic jobs 
between· 1975 and 1980 had not obtained tenure by the end of 1984 . In addition, 
as of 1981 one quarter of some 67,000 humanities Ph.D.'s nationwide did not have 
full time jobs in their fields of specialization . 

In short, the job picture, except possibly for business, engineering, com
puter sciences, and the health professions is not bright. The resultant 
lowering of morale among the rest is revealed in the bottom-line comment of a 
1975 History Ph.D. from Chicago: 11 I wanted to stay in teaching but I had an 
antipathy to starving. 11 Meanwhile, the Placement Director at California State 
University, LA, predicts that unlike the 1960s if a recruiter from Dow Chemical 
showed up on campus now and had jobs, he would be greeted with something 
resembling 11 Beatlemania. 11 If the Beatles seem remote to you, consider a campus 
visit by Eddie Murphy or the Talking Heads. 

Third point: it i s a source of some concern to me that the futures of area 
studies and students may be flagging and national priorities seem to have tilted 
dangerously toward 11 direct action" in all walks of life and away from education, 
at the very time that surveys repeatedly demonstrate that we are more ignorant 
about the world than ever before, yet never more in need of international 
literacy. For example, in a nation-wide survey conducted by the Gallup organi
zation a few years ago, an astounding degree of political illiteracy was 
revealed: a basic world geography question "Where is Angola? 11 elicited such 
replies as "In Siberia," and "In the Phillippines . 11 Moreover college seniors in 
general could answer only 50% of foreign affairs questions correctly according 
to a 1981 survey. An ABC-Washington Post poll this year revealed that one-third 
of adult Americans don't know which side the United States supported in the 
Vietnam war . And although 90% of US seniors study a foreign language only one 
out of three feel able to use it to order a simple meal or seek directions in 
that language. On the other side of the coin, Dutch visitors to Wisconsin 
recently revealed something of how the worl d regards Americans: they are 
"friendly, fat people with ugly clothes and racist tendencies." In other words, 
we are detectable less by the power of our ideas or even some cosmopolitan 
sophistication than by what we wear. In the eyes of the Dutch visitors "the 
color combination is not good: bright plaid pants and funny jackets." 

With good Africanist information needed as never before, the state of 
African Studies at Wisconsin may offer a useful, hopeful model for others. By 
relentlessly applying for/to everything that remotely resembl es a funding 
source, the Program has been able to maintain quality (although at a reduced 
level in things like fellowships) and to attempt new initiatives. For example, 
a proposal for faculty and institution linkage between Wisconsin and francophone 
Africa resulted in a three year USIA award (1984-87) to strengthen research and 
teaching abilities of participative African scholars and to promote long-term 
cooperation and exchanges between Wisconsin and the University of Burundi. 
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Further, last year a program of small grants was used to add a new dimension to 
outreach by facilitating research and travel for upper midwest Africanists, 
something that produced a blizzard of interesting applications, only about a 
dozen of which could we respond to. Also in outreach, funding has been obtained 
for a unique project in which some sixteen Wisconsin school teachers, admi
nistrators, and media specialists will work and study for six weeks in Sierra 
Leone. Announcement of this project, like the upper midwest mini-grants, struck 
a rich load of interest, attracting over one hundred applications. In a dif
ferent vein, because of a unique, makwardian problem- and policy-orientation, 
the Africa Week program this year allowed us to respond in a practical, concrete 
way to an African problem: $1100 has been sent to Oxfam-America earmarked for 
African famine relief. Meanwhile, active preparations go forward to host the 
ASA (a first for Wisconsin) and to fashion a special 25th Anniversary program. 
The latter comprises a number of panels that analize contributions made by the 
Wisconsin program to the field of African Studies. Lastly, surprising votes of 
confidence are cast from time to time in the form of a soupcon of support from 
various quarters throughout the year (e.g. via the UW Foundation, not only from 
our own faculty and staff but from students, alumni, and friends all over the 
country), allowing us to add a bit of sauce to various center-funded activities. 

As for the job crisis for our own graduates, in a recent five year period 
(1977-82), African Studies Ph.D.'s found jobs in university teaching posts in 
Canadian and African universities, and, contrary to the generally gloomy 
picture, twenty-six of these took jobs at US universities. Others have applied 
their area studies training in jobs in (US and African) government agencies 
(e.g. AID, the State Department) and a half dozen in private, non-profit organi
zations in Africa (e.g. language consultancies, linguistic research, and private 
foundation work--Rockefeller for instance), and in private sector jobs inside 
and outside the United States (e.g. newspaper writing, private consultancies, 
the ministry, bank research, law, professional lobbying, catalog staff for mail
order firms). Similarly, at the MA level, jobs were found in businesses in the 
US, as consultants in Africa, and in teaching and non-teaching posts in African 
and US educational institutions. As for African graduates of the Program, most 
repatriated satisfactorily to teach or work in ministries and agencies of their 
own governments. 

Obviously, however, we have not been able to create guaranteed jobs for our 
graduates, manifest though the need for trained language users and area spe
cialists may be and notwithstanding the successes of graduates just mentioned. 
Nevertheless, with the co-sponsorship of two other area studies programs 
(Ibero-American and South Asian), we have been trying to contemplate the abyss, 
called "the career transition movement," an attempt to give some solace (and 
realism) to area studies graduates and certificate holders via creative job
seeking in non-academic fields. Apart from the general usefulness of this 
cooperative effort, it launched a two-semester series of workshops designed to 
help foreign language and area studies students to explore career options, to 
identify job skills via panel discussion with working professionals from inter
national fields, and to offer guidelines for job searches. 

In short, there is a brighter side. William James used to say that hope may 
have nothing to do with objective reality, you may have to manufacture it. For 
our graduates, the jobs are available for the strong of heart and the creative 
of mind. For the Program, public and private support are still marginally pro
curable with inventive proposals, a selfless and committed staff, and rich 
faculty resources. And for both, I paraphrase the Rolling Stones: "You may not 
always get what you want, but in the end you might find that you get what you 
need." For myself, if I am remembered for one thing I hope it is that people 
did not say what George Steinbrenner said about himself, that in his striving 
for success he ''ran through fields of people like a combine at harvest time." 
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AFRICA WEEK (cont.) 

Ms . Haleh Wunder of OXFAM-America. 
Professor Bereket spoke on Thursday, 
March 28, on "Beyond Famine and War 
in Ethiopia." Ms. Wunder's presen
tation on Thursday evening was con
cerned with "The Challenge of Relief 
Operations and Long Term Development 
in Africa," and on Friday noon she 
discussed "Relief and Food 
Distribution in Africa." 
Forum Debate II was held on Friday 
afternoon, March 29, with Professors 
Marianne Bloch, Daniel Kunene and 
Richard Ralston, moderated by Edris 
Makward. 
The final formal presentation of 
AFRICA WEEK was given on Friday 
evening when Ambassador Falilou Kane 
of Senegal spoke on "Agricultural 
Policy and Development in Senegal." 
The traditional exposure to the 
African humanities, given in all the 
Program's Africa Weeks, was provided 
by two very interesting presen
tations. On Tuesday evening Dr. 
Ernest Emenyonu, Dean of Arts at the 
University of Calabar in Nigeria, 
gave a talk on "Literature in 
Indigenous Nigerian Languages . " On 
Wednesday noon Dr. Robert Cancel, 
professor of African literature at 
the University of California-San 
Diego, presented a most interesting 
lecture, resulting from his research 
in Zambia, on "Orality and Literacy in 
Contemporary Zambia: Tabwa Oral 
Narratives." 
The final event of AFRICA WEEK took 
place on Sunday evening, March 31, 
when nearly 400 people attended a 
benefit dinner-dance. Over 45 volun
teers generously donated African and 
International food representing the 
cuisine of many countires. the 
entire proceeds of the dinner were 
contributed to OXFAM-America for 
their food relief in Africa. After 
the dinner, the Zito African Dance 
Group presented a splendid "farewell 
to Madison" performance, after which 
everyone joined in dancing for the 
rest of the evening. 
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Special thanks are due to Edris 
Makward, who gave so generously of his 
time, energy, and enthusiasm to orga
nize and coordinate all of the events. 
The Program also wishes to express 
its appreciation to all those who 
donated food for the dinner, to the 
students from the African Students 
Union and the Campus OXFAM Support 
Group, the members of the AFRICA WEEK 
Committee, and the staff of the 
African Studies Program. 

Faculty News 
Two Program faculty were selected by 
the UW Board of Regents for a Sabbatical 
for 1985-86. Richard Ralston (Afro
American Studies) will be a Fellow 
at the Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars, Smithsonian 
Institution, in Washington, D.C. 
For July and August 1985 he has been 
appointed as a Visiting Research 
Fellow in the Institute for Advanced 
Studies in the Humanities, University 
of Edinburgh, Scotland. He will do 
archival research there, as well as 
in the research collections at the 
Library of the Royal College of 
Surgeons and of the Royal Infirmary 
of Edinburgh. He also will consult 
sources at Glasgow and the University 
of London. His research is concerned 
with the life of Dr . A.B. Xuma, 
American-educated Xhosa physician, 
who led and modernized the African 
national Congress in the 1940's. Dr. 
Xuma studied in Edinburgh, Glasgow and 
London in the 20's and 30's. 

Aidan Southall (Anthropology), also 
will be on sabbatical. He has been 
awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship for 
1985-86 to work on a reformulation of 
the concept of the segmentary state. 
Prof. Southall says that the concept 
was first used in the analysis of 
Alur Society (1956) and has been 
applied by various other scholars in 
Africa and in Asia. There are many 
conceptual and theoretical problems 
involved in this wide usage in time 
and space, involving the question of 
the origin and nature of early states 
and early cities, in relation to the 
question of transition, both in models 



Faculty News (cont.) 

and in historical reality, and to the 
concept of mode of production. Prof. 
Southall will investigate many of the 
conceptual and theoretical problems 
that have emerged from and are 
related to the wide use of this con
cept in time and space. 
In January Professor Southall was 
invited to lecture at several 
Australian universities. He pre
sented a lecture on "The Theory of 
Models in Max Weber, Karl Marx and 
L~vi-Straus" at the Research School 
of Pacific Studies, Australian 
National University, Canberra; "The 
Interpretive Turn in Anthropological 
Theory," at the University of 
Adelaide, South Australia; and on 
"Recent Theory in Urban Anthropology" 
at the University of Sydney, New 
South Wal es • 

Hazel Carter (African Languages and 
Literature), returned at the end of 
April from a three and a half-month 
study visit to Jamaica, funded by the 
African Caribbean Institute of 
Jamaica and the Leverhulme Trust. 
Research was focused on the Kumina 
people of St. Thomas parish, who use 
African language material in spirit
calling rituals and to some extent in 
everyday life. Languages identified 
as contributing are Kongo and 
kiMbundu, from the western Bantu 
area, especially Angola. Two further 
groups using words of Kongo origin 
are the Beele players of Westmoreland 
and the Tambo dancers of Trelawny. 
The Beele game, formerly thought to 
be of Yoruba origin, is now regarded 
as a development of the Kongo Mbele 
game recorded by W. Holman Bentley in 
the nineteenth century. 

Harold Scheub (African Languages and 
Literature), was one of eleven 
faculty members recently honored with 
a 1985 Distinguished Teacher Award. 
The recipients each received a cita
tion and $2,500 from Chancellor 
Irving Shain at a recent ceremony. 
Professor Scheub also was awarded a 
grant, as part of a larger grant of 
$7.5 million in computer equipment 
recently given to the UW-Madison from 
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the International Business Machines 
Company. Prof. Scheub and Prof. John 
Nitti (Spanish and Portugese), deve
loped a program that will allow com
puter stylistic analysis and 
comparison of literary texts. 

Fred Hayward (Political Science), 
served as a consultant for the 
BBC/PBS television series, "The 
Africans." 

Peter Osei-Kwame (Geography), par
ticipated in the 17th Annual Liberian 
Studies Conference at Beloit College, 
March 28-30, where he presented a 
paper on "The African Food Crisis: 
Human Constraints." 

Henry Bunn (Anthropology) and Ellen 
Kroll (Honorary Fellow in Anthropol
ogy), spent last summer in East 
Africa where they continued their 
long-term studies of the fossil 
bones and stone artifacts from the 
Koobi Fora and Olduvai Gorge sites. 
They traveled to Koobi Fora, in 
Northern Kenya, to do reconnaissance 
work for a new multi-year research 
project. On the trip they found 
several sites containing 1.6 million 
year old fossil bones with artifact
induced cut marks on them. Prof. 
Bunn, with the help of the UW Natural 
History Council, has prepared a large 
and diverse comparative osteological 
collection of African animal skele
tons to be used for research and 
teaching purposes at the univerity. 
They are on display in the Anthropology 
Department • 

Freida High-Wasikhongo Afro-American 
Studies), lectured at the National 
Museum of African Art, Smithsonian 
Institution, in Washington, D. C., on 
"Images of Women in African Art" in 
February. Prof. High-Wasikhongo 1 s 
work was exhibited in the "Wisconsin 
Women Artists" show at the Survival 
School of the Arts in February, and 
currently is being shown as part of 
the exhibit on "Wisconsin Trends in 
185" at the Milwaukee Art Museum. In 
the summer she will present a paper 
at the National Conference of Artists, 
in Dakar, Senegal, where her work will 
be on exhibit. 
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TITLE VI FELLOWSHIPS GRANTED 

A grant of $90,300 from the U.S. 
Department of Education has allowed 
the Center to award nine Title VI 
Fellowships for African Language and 
Area Studies for 1985-86. The stu
dents receiving the awards, their 
disciplines and languages are : 

Pamela Datsko, Political Science, 
Swah i1 i • 

Paul Landau, History, Zulu. 
James Lindsay,. History, Arabic. 
Jane Mitchell, African Languages & 

Literature, Zulu. 
Robert Phillipson, Comparative 

Literature, Swahili. 
Mary Stark, African Languages & 

Literature, Arabic. 
Raymond Webb, Political Science, 

Swahili. 
Christopher Whann, Political Science, 

Zulu. 
Keith Wiebe, Agricultural Economics, 

Swah i l i • 

An additional grant of $16,300 was 
awarded for Summer 1986 language 
fellowships. 

NEW FOREIGN CURRICULUM CONSULTANT 

Almaz Eshete, from Addis Adaba, 
Ethiopia, will be on the Center 
staff this year as Curriculum 
Consultant. She will work with 
Dr. Joseph Adjaye on Outreach activi
ties, specifically, developing new 
curriculum materials to be used in 
area schools. In addition, she will 
be a lecturer in the Women's Studies 
Program and will teach a course on 
Women in Development in Africa 
in the second semester. Ms. Almaz 
received her B.A. at Addis Ababa 
University and the ED.M. in Education 

at Harvard University. She has been on 
the faculty of Addis Ababa Universi-
ty since 1961, teaching courses in 
Human Development, Educational Psychology 
and Methodology, and chairperson of the 
Department of Educational Psychology 
of the Faculty of Education from 
1964-67. Since 1981 she has been head 
of the Department of Psychology of the 
College of Social Sciences. Ms. Almaz 
will be here through July of next 
year. She can be reached by writing 
to the Program office or ca l ling 
(608) 262-9689/2380. 

AFRICAN STUDIES CURRICULUM PROJECT IN 
SIERRA LEONE 

In the May 1985 issue of News and 
Notes we announced that plans were 
underway for an Outreach-directed 
study tour of Sierra Leone to be held 
in the summer for a selected group of 
public school teachers and administra
tors from Wisconsin and Illino i s . We 
are happy to report that the project 
did take place and that it was high ly 
successful. Led by Joseph Adjaye 
(Outreach Coordinator) as director, 
and Nathalie Eleady-Cole (Foreign 
Curriculum Consultant, 1983-84) as 
local coordinator, the sixteen par
t i cipants, representing school 
districts from Green Bay to Racine and 
Wausau to Beloit (wi th one from 
Chicago), spent six weeks in Sierra 
Leone, studying the country at first 
hand and developing curriculum 
materials in their teaching fields for 
use later in their schools. Most of 
the participants fe l t that they had 
the time of their lives, and the 
learning experience, whether formally 
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Sierra Leone (cont.) 

through lectures at Fourah Bay 
College, or informally, through field 
trips to rural areas, has left lasting 
and positive impressions on them about 
Sierra Leoneans (and Africans) . The 
trip 1 s numerous highpoints included 
audiences with outgoing president, 
Siaka P. Stevens, and with several 
paramount chiefs . In the course of 
the year our outreach personnel will 
be visiting the participants • schools 
to assist them as they implement and 
teach their units. The project was 
funded largely by a Fulbright-Hays 
Groups Projects Abroad grant and was 
organized in association with the 
Wiscons i n State Department of Public 
Instruction. 

AFRICAN STUDIES ASSOCIATION MEETINGS 

The annual meetings of the African 
Studies Association will meet jointly 
this year with the Middle East Studies 
Association. A number of Program 
faculty and graduate students will 
participate in the meetings, to be 
held in New Orleans,November 23-26 . 

Joseph Adjaye, Outreach Coordinator, 
will participate in the Workshop on 
Teaching African and Middle Eastern 
Studies. His paper will be on 
"Integrating Africa into the School 
Curriculum." He also wi l l chair the 
panel on "Perceptions of Time, 
Distance and Space Among the Akan. 11 

Patrick Bennett, African Languages and 
Literature, will give a paper on 
11 Physical and Social Barriers and 
Linguistic Change in Semitic, 11 on the 
panel on "Socially Motivated Language 
Change and Ideas About Africa and the 
Middle East. 11 

Dustin Cowell, Department of African 
Languages and Literature, will present 
a paper on the love poetry in the 
Arabic dialect of Mauritania titled 
11 Hassaniya Ghazal Poetry : The 
Lyricism of Experience." 

Fred Hayward, Political Science, will 
be discussant on the Panel on Urban Rural 
Relation--Perspectives for the 80 1 s 
and 90 ' s. 

Peter Osei-Kwame, Geography, will par
ticipate in the panel on "Perceptions 
of Time, Distance and Space Among t he 
Akan", giving a paper titled 11 The 
Asante Calendar . 11 

Tom Shi ck, Afro-American Studies , wil l 
give a paper titled "Race and Healing 
in the South Carolina Low Country." 

Others faculty and staff who will be 
attending are Paul Beckett, Associate 
Director, Almaz Eshete, Foreign 
Curri culum Consultant, Marjorie 
Harris, Assistant to the Chairman, 
David Henige, Africana Bibliographer, 
Edris Makward, African Languages and 
Literature, Harold Scheub, African 
Languages and Literature, and Crawford 
Young, Political Science. 

Student participants will be: Dauda 
Abubakar, Political Science, who wi l l 
give a paper on 11 0il Dependency and 
Foreign Policy: The Nigerian 
Experience, 1970-80. 11 

Joshua Forrest, Political Science, 
whose paper will be on "The Structural 
Distancing of the State in Post 
Independent Guinea-Bissau . " 

Susan Grabler, History, who will chair 
the panel on Sudanese History and pre 
sent a paper on "Egyptian Sal l ah and 
the Early Concessions Policy in 
Colonial Sudan. 11 

Steven Morrison, Political Science, 
whose paper will be on "The Dilemmas of 
Sustaining Parastatal Success : The 
Botswana Meat Commission . 11 

Daniel Mou, Political Science, who 
will have two papers presented, 
"The State and the Peasantry: The 
Case of Agricultural Marketing and 
Commodity Boards in Nigeria 11 and with 
Raymond Akor, Political Science, 
"Capitalist Development and 
International Migrations in Nigeria ." 



NEW GRANT FOR LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY 
EVALUATION 
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PATRICK BENNETT, African Languages and 
Literature, has received a grant from 
the U.S. Department of Education to 
develop a Training Workshop on 
Proficiency Evaluation in Arabic, 
Hausa and Swahili. The project will 
develop and test language-specific 
guidelines for proficiency evaluation, 
using the Bennett-Biersteker mode of 
language proficiency, and will orga
nize a workshop to train teachers of 
Arabi~, Hausa, and Swahili to apply 
these proficiency profiling techniques 
in their courses. According to 
Bennett, a problem in instruction in 
these languages has been that there is 
relatively little agreement in course 
content, methods of instruction, and 
standards of evaluation. Adoption of 
a common proficiency metric by pro
fessionals teaching each of the three 
languages will be a significant step 
toward improving the situation. It 
will permit individual students, and 
the average output·of a language 
program, to be evaluated and compared 
with others. The model of proficiency 
to be used was developed in 1983-84 as 
a response to problems perceived in 
the currently popular ACTFL model of 
proficiency evaluation, and was tested 
in evaluation of students in Bennett's 
Swahili courses at U.W. Madison, and 
Ann Biersteker•s Swahili courses at 
Northern Illinois University, and 
the 1988 Advanced Swahili Course in 
Kenya. The Bennett-Biersteker model 
is an innovative approach aimed at 
retaining the many positive features 
of the ACTFL testing system while 
e~iminating its deficiencies. It is 
so constructed as to facilitate eva
luations in the form of profiles of 
linguistic behavior. This allows 
identification of specific strengths 
and weaknesses in individuals and 
programs. This project will expand 
this effort to Arabic and Hausa, and 
provide a nucleus of teachers of the 
three languages with training in uni
form evaluation techniques, and will 
provide a model, especially for other 

non-Western language programs, for the 
development of adequate language
specific evaluation methods. In addi
tion to Bennett and Biersteker, others 
expected to participate in the Workshop 
phase of the program are Dustin Cowell 
(Arabic) and Linda Hunter (Hausa), of 
the UW-Madison Dept. of African 
Languages and Literature; Ivan Dihoff, 
Yale University Program in African 
Languages; Mushira Eid (Arabic), 
University of Utah; and Sally Magnan, 
UW-Madison Dept. of French. 

Faculty News 
MIRIAM BLOCH, Educational Policy 
Studies, and PETER BLOCH, Land Tenure 
Center and Economics, are on leave 
Semester I. Peter is teaching in the 
Department of Economics at the 
University of Hawaii at Manoa. Mimi 
is working on her research. 

WILLIAM HACHTEN, Journalism and Mass 
Communications, will conduct a 
workshop at the University of Khartoum 
during November 8-30, concerning a new 
press law for the Sudan. During the 
three weeks there, he will also con
sult with journalists, broadcasters 
and government information persons. 
He will be accompanied by his wife, 
Harva, on the trip sponsored by the 
U.S. Information Agency. 

DUSTIN COWELL, African Languages and 
Literature, spent two months in 
Mauritania last summer where he con
tinued his research on the love poetry 
in the Arabic dialect of Mauritania. 
Partially funded by a SSRC grant, the 
work was started in 1978 under a 
Fulbright. In November (1-2) he will 
give a paper at the meeting in Madison 
of the Wisconsin Association of 
Foreign Language Teachers (WAFLT). 
His paper will be on "The Hispano
Arabic Legacy in Language, Literature 
and Culture." It will survey the 
artistic and cultural achievements of 
the Moors of Spain and details their 
cultural legacy in both the Spanish 
language and Medieval Spanish litera
ture. 
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EDRIS MAKWARD, African Languages and 
Literature, also will be a participant 
in the WAFLT meetings November 1-2. 
His paper will be on 11 The Language 
Dilema in Francophone Africa. 11 It 
will present the current situation in 
different regions of the continent and 
depict possible developments of the 
future. 
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CRAWFORD YOUNG, Political Science, has 
recently had a new book published by 
The University of Wisconsin Press, The 
Rise and Decline of the Zairian Sta"fe; 
with Thomas E. Turner. 

JAN VANSINA, History and Program 
Chairman, will be in Paris until 
January, continuing his work on the 
UNESCO General History of Africa. In 
late December he plans to go to Niger 
to explore cooperation arrangements 
between the University of Niger and 
the UW-Madison African Studies 
Program. Vansina's most recent book, 
Oral Tradition as History, has just 
been published by The University of 
Wisconsin Press. 

PATRICK BENNETT, African Languages and 
Literature will go to Nairobi, Kenya, 
December 26 to January 12 to gather 
comparative linguistic data for his 
NEH funded project on Comparative 
Dhaagicw. Working with him in Nairobi 
will be Ann Biersteker, Northern 
Illinois University, and H.S.K. 
Mwaniki, Kenyatta University College. 

PERSONAL NOTES 

MAGDALENA HAUNER, African Languages 
and Literature, and her husband, 
Milan, announce the arrival of a son, 
Thomas William Francis, born on 
September 26. 

DEBBIE SCHIESS, Program Assistant for 
the African Studies Program, and her 
husband Jim, welcomed daughter 
Michelle, on May 25. 

FREIDA HIGH, Afro-American Studies, 
and GEBRE TESFAGIORGIS, UW System 
Administration, were married in 
Madison on June 29. 

The first LAURENT KARIM MAKWARD 
Memorial Scholarship was awarded on 
July 15 to Mr. Wayne Van Tessel, 
University of Wisconsin Senior, who 
will use his scholarship to study at 
Aix-en-Provence, France in the 
Wisconsin/Michigan Year Abroad Program. 
The scholarship was established by 
contributions from family and friends 
of the late Laurent Karim Makward, son 
of Edris Makward, UW Dept. of African 
Languages and Literature, and 
Christiane Makward, Pennsylvania State 
University. The Scholarship will be 
awarded each year to an undergraduate 
student of high academic standing who 
has international interests and a 
desire to further intercultural world 
understanding. Anyone wishing to 
contribute to the Memorial Fund can do 
so by sending a contribution to The 
University of Wisconsin Foundation, 
702 Langdon Street, Madison, Wisconsin 
53706. 

Student News 

Steven Morrison, Political Science, 
returned in January from Botswana 
where he did his field research. 
During the past sumner he was a 
Visiting Fellow at the Institute for 
Development Studies at the University 
of Sussex, England. 

Joanne Brown, History and Educational 
Policy Studies, has received a post
doctoral fellowship in Cultural History 
at the Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington, D.C. 

Daniel Mou, Political Science, was 
awarded two grants last spring. In 
April, 1985 he was awarded one of 50 
NSF grants given to Political Scientists 
in the U.S. for 1985-86. The second 
grant was awarded in May by the 
International Political Science 
Association. The grants enabled Mou 
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to participate in the International 
Political Science Association XIII 
World Congress which was held in Paris 
July 15-20. There he gave two papers, 
jointly with Morio Watanabe. The 
papers were, "Domestic Hegemony and 
the Foreign Enemies: Political 
Legtimization and Symbolic Action in 
Nigeria and the United States," spon
sored by IPSA; and "Old Constitutions, 
Environmental Regulation and Political 
Participation: Constitutional 
Inadequacies in the Face of New Issues 
in 20th Century United States," spon
sored by NSF. For academic year 
1985-86 Mou was appointed the Edward 
and Virginia Mill Fellow in the 
Department of Political Science . 

RECENT DEGREES 

Ph.D. Is 

Lual Deng, Ph.D. in Development. 
Dissertation topic : "The Abeyei 
Development Project: A Case Study of 
Cattle Herders in the Sudan." 
December 1984. 

Abdi rah aman Be i1 eh , Ph • D • i n 
Development. Dissertation: "Develop
ment Financing: The Somalia 
Experience and the Arab Development 
Finance Institutions." 
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Carolyn Perez, Linguistics. Dissertation: 
"Housing in Zaire: How the System 
Works and How People Cope." 

Euphrase Kezilahabi, African Languages 
and Literature Dissertation: "African 
Philosophy and the Problem of Literacy 
Interpretation." 

M.A. Is 

Umar Abdurrahman, African Languages 
and Literature. Thesis: "Elements of 
Sufism in the Na Mangi 1 s Poetry, 
Especially in His Use of Metaphor and 
Images." 

Deborah Datsko, Political Science. 

Grad Notes 
JANET BEIK, Ph.D. in African Languages 
and Literature has been assigned as a 
Department of State Foreign Service 
Office in Khartoum, Sudan. 

DEBORAH FOSTER, Ph.D. in African 
Languages and Literature, is at pre
sent working at the African-American 
Institute in New York City as Temporary 
Program Officer for the Southern 
African Training Program. 

TOM SPEAR, Ph.D . in African History, 
now is on the faculty of the Department 
of History, and Chair of African and 
Middle Eastern Studies at Williams 
College. He also is a Research Associate 
in the African Studies Center at Boston 
University. His latest book is, The 
Swahili: Reconstructing the History 
and Language of an African Society, 
800-1500, with Derek Nurse, published 
1n January by the University of 
Pennsylvania Press. 

Program Publications 

New Publications of the African 
Studies Program: 

Hausa Lexical Expansion Since 1930: 
A Su lement to Bar ery•s Dictionary, 
by Neil k1nner. 7. O. 

Since 1934, the standard dictionary of 
the Hausa language, a major lingua 
franca of Africa, has been that of 
G. P. Bargery. With 1151 pages and 
some 52,000 entries (counting derivi
tives and alternate pronunciations) 
Bargery•s dictionary is a work of 
major importance that took over ten 
years to produce. 
Since the 1930 1 s major changes have 
occurred in Hausa lexicon. Bargery 1 s 
dictionary has not been revised, and 
though a number of smaller dic
tionaries have been produced, a 
comprehensive list of the post-1930 
additions to Hausa vocabulary has not 
been pub 1 i shed. 
Professor Skinner's collection of the 
new words in Hausa has been accumu-
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Publications (cont.) 

lated over some 40 years of work on 
Hausa; his supplement to Bargery also 
incorporates unpublished or scattered 
material from the work of a number of 
other specialists. Presenting over 
1,000 entries (from abasaya for 
"overseer", to zuzu for "judge"), the 
supplement includes vowel length and 
tonal indications, etymological data, 
and an English-to-Hausa index. 
All who are interested in the Hausa 
language will find much of interest in 
Skinner's work; owners of the Bargery 
dictionary will regard it as an essen
tial addition to the dictionary. 

A First Course in Kikuyu, Vols. I, II, 
and III, by Patrick Bennett, Ann 
Biersteker, et al. $10.00 per volume. 
The newly published Gikuyu nl Kioigire
A First Course in Kikuyu is the most 
significant contribution to the study 
of Kikuyu since the publication of 
Benson's Kikuyu-English Dictionary. 
In three volumes, it presents three 
alternative course designs, an infor
mal account of Kikuyu grammar for 
reference, a large, fully tone-marked 
vocabulary (Kikuyu-English and 
English-Kikuyu) with indication of 
parts of speech, and a collection of 
culturally oriented texts. It is 
designed to be self-contained package 
of materials. 

The title Glkuyu ni Kloigire -
literally, "Kikuyu said" - is taken 
from the traditional introduction to 
Kikuyu proverbs, and is indicative of 
the emphasis on cultural background 
which is seen throughout the course. 
The team responsible for the course, 
led by Patrick Bennett of African 
Languages and Literature, was careful 
to balance grammatical insight, con
versational utility, and cross
cultural understanding. 

The first volume, Wi'rute Gtkuya 
("Learn Kikuyu") is structured as a 
graded introduction to Kikuyu gram
matical structure. It could be used 
in a reading course, or for students 
of linguistic structure. The second, 
Aria-: na Aag'ikOyG ("Talk with the 

Kikuyu"), is designed to give a preli 
minary conversational command in a 
minimum of time. Together, combined 
according to a plan outlined in the 
introduction, they give a course 
suitable for a university-level course 
providing both structural awareness 
and practical facility. Assignments 
are designed to emphasize use of the 
language rather than mere substitution 
dri 11 • 

This versatility makes the course 
usable in a wide range of settings. 
The third volume, which includes 
reference grammar texts and vocabu
laries, completes the set. Tape 
recordings of exercises of texts have 
been prepared, and there is also a set 
of slide programs with accompanying 
Kikuyu narrative. 

GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS 

Casa III. The Center for Arabic Study 
Abroad will hold its Summer 1986 CASA 
III fellowship program with a refresher 
course for professors of humanities 
and social studies whose specialties 
focus on any part of the Islamic 
period. The course, conducted at 
American University in Cairo, will 
emphasize work on modern standard 
Arabic, both aural/oral and written. 
The fellowship award covers airfare, 
tuition, and adequate maintenance 
funds. A program fee of $750 is 
charged to the Fellow. It is assumed 
that applicants have a strong back
ground in the Arabic language. For 
application, write to: 

Center for Arabic Study Abroad (CASA) 
2298 Denny Hall, DH-20 
University of Washington 
Seattle, Washington 98195 

Fulbright Collaborative Research 
Grants for 1986-87. The USIA and and 
Institute for International Education 
have approved funds for grants for 
joint research abroad by teams of two 



GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS (cont) 

or three U.S. graduate students or 
recent post-graduate researchers. 
Applicants must be U.S. citizens, hold 
a B.A.degree before beginning of 
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grant. Ph.D.'s must have obtained the 
degree no earlier than June, 1983. 
Applicants must have sufficient profi
ciency in the written and spoken language 
of the host country. The program is 
available for research in all countries 
of the world where conditions permit. 
Brochures and application forms are 
available in the Graduate School 
Fellowships Office, 217 Bascom Hall 
and will be due in the Fellowships 
office on December 5, 1985. 

Title VI Fellowshies for Language and 
Area Studies. Applications for 
Academic Year 1986-87 are now 
available from the African Studies 
Program office. The deadline is 
January 16, 1986. Applications for 
Summer 1986 African Language Study 
will be available soon. 

Conferences 
The Comparative and International 
Education Society (CIES) invites the 
submission of proposals for panels and 
individual papers to be presented at 
the 30th Annual Meeting of the CIES, 
to be held in Toronto, Canada, on 
March 13-16, 1986. Scholars with an 
interest in any aspect of comparative 
or international education, including 
education in the Third World and 
multicultural education are invited to 
submit proposals. Those working on 
educational problems from associated 
disciplines such as economics, politi
cal science, anthropology, history and 
sociology are also encouraged to pre
sent their work. Proposals should be 
sent to Or. Gail Kelly, CIES, 
Comparative Education Center, 
Christopher Baldy Hall, $UNY-Buffalo, 
N.Y. 14260 by December 15, 1985. 

The 17th Conference on African 
Linguistics will be held at Indiana 
University April 3-5, 1986. For 

further information write for the 
Second Circular Mailing to: 
17th C.A.L . , Dept. of Ling~istics, 
Indiana University, Bloomington, IN 
47405. 

The Fifth International Congress of 
African Studies will be held at the 
University of Ibadan, Nigeria, 
December 16-21, 1985. The overall 
theme will be "African Education and 
Identity". There will be six sec
tions: Educational Process in Africa; 
Value Systems and Culture in Africa; 
Socio-economic and Political Process 
in Africa; Science and Technology in 
Africa; Language and Communication in 
Africa; and Ecology and Society in 
Africa . For registration forms and 
more information, write to the Inter
national African Institute, Lionel 
Robbins Building, 10 Portugal St., 
London WC2A 2HD. 

Thirteenth Annual Conference on the 
Black Family in America will be held in 
Louisville, Kentucky, March 13-15, 
1986. Sponsored by the University of 
Louisville's Office of Minority 
Affairs, in conjunction with Pan
African Studies. November 21 is the 
deadline for submission of papers. 
Write to: Dr. Joseph H. McMillan, 
Conference Coordinator, c/o Office of 
Minority Affairs, University of 
Louisville, Louisville, KY. 40492. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A new American research center has 
been established in Tunis by the 
American Institute of Maghrebi Studies 
(AIMS), which will serve as a site for 
coordination and research by American 
scholars in cooperation with North 
Africans throughout the region. The 
Centre d'Etudes Maghrebines a Tunis 
(CEMAT) is temporarily located in 
Irmneuble Moncef Bey, 4th floor, Avenue 
Moncef Bey, and can provide hostel 
space for visiting scholars, the 
beginnings of a library and conference 
facilities, as well as contacts with 
Tunisians and other North African 
scholars. For information, write: 

' 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS (cont.) 

Prof. Byron Cannon, University of 
Utah, Department of History, Salt Lake 
Ci ty, UT 84112. 

The University of Louisville ' s Office 
of Minority Affairs announces publica
tion of the 1985 issue of the Minority 
Voices Magazine. The magazine covers 
a variety of articles from religion to 
education to politics. The ' 85 issue 
includes a special section of 
internships, scholarships, grants and 
other financial aid sources for college 
bound students and others. This issue 
also includes articles focusing on 
campus and community interests, such 
as the local Teenage Awareness Program. 
Minority Voices can be ordered from 
the Office of Minority Affairs, 
Belknap Campus, University of Louisville, 
Louisville, Kentucky 40492. The pri ce 
is $4 .00 per issue. The magazine also 
is seeking competent, creative and time 
conscientious writers to contribute 
articles for the 1986 issue. Copy 
deadline is November 8, 1985. Call 
(502) 588-6656 or write to the above 
address, Attn. Phyllis M. Webb. 

Jobs 
INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS/EXCHANGE: 
Director of the Office of Study Abroad, 
University of Kansas. Starting date: 
January 1, 1986, or as soon thereafter 
as possible. Twelve month appoint
ment, renewable annually. Salary 
$24,000-$30,000. Duties: Supervise 
the Office of Study Abroad, including 
program management, student advising, 
budgetary matters, and negotiations 
with foreign institutions. Required 
qualifications : M.A. or higher in an 
appropriate field, e.g. International 
Education, Area Studies, Foreign 
Languages; proficiency in second 
language; minimum of three years pro
fessional experience in the field of 
study abroad or university administra
tion; significant overseas experience 
related to study abroad. Send resume, 
narrative statement of purpose and 

three letters of reference to : C. Lee, 
Associate Dean, Col lege of Letters and 
Sciences, Un iversity of Kansas, 
Lawrence , Kansas 6~045 by November 1, 
1985 . 

AFRICAN STUDIES: Executive Secretary 
f or African Studi es Association 
located at UCLA . Duties include 
secretariat management, fi nancial 
planning, publicat i ons coord inat ion, 
annual meeting arrangements . Shou l d 
have significant Afri canist experience, 
demonstrated administrat ive ab ility, 
substantial publication program 
experience, and recognized scholarly 
attainment . Position currently half 
time. Send application to the 
Executive Secretary, Afr ican Studies 
Association, 255 Kinsey Hall, UCLA, 
Los Angeles, CA 90024 by November 1, 
1985. 

RELIGION. Columbia Univers i ty , 
Department of Relig ion, Assistant 
Professor , beginning Fall, 1986, spe
ci alizing in African traditional reli 
gions; -ability to teach a wide range 
of undergraduate courses in religion. 
Expertise in American Indian relig i ons 
desirable . Recent Ph.D. essential. 
Nominations and application by 
November 1, 1985, to Professor Peter 
Awn, 613 Kent Hall, Columbia Univ
ersity, New N.Y. 10027 

POLITICAL SCIENCE . Un i versity of 
Illino i s at Urbana-Champaign Dept. of 
Political Science, tenure-track posi
tion beginning August 1986, in com
parative politics/international 
relations with specializations in 
Africa. Must have strong interest in 
research and teaching in a major 
Political Science field and in Africa, 
preferably SubSaharan Africa. 
Preference given to candidates with 
demonstrated research facility with an 
indigeous African language and theore
tical and/or methodo l ogical com
petence. At Assistant Professor 
level. Ph . D. by August 21, 1986 
strongly preferred. Send cv , letters 
of reference, samples of written work 
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and other relevant material to 
Professor Roger E. Kanet, Head, 
Department of Political Science, 361 
Lincoln Hall, University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign, Urbana, Illinois 
61801, phone (217) 333-3880. For full 
consideration applications should be 
made by October 21, 1985. Applications 
may be accepted after this date, but 
full and complete review cannot be 
guaranteed. 

AFRO-AMERICAN STUDIES: SUNY-Buffalo, 
beginning January 1986 or August 1986. 
Senior appointment in Afro-American 
Studies Dept. May have either 
Afro-American history focus with 
African Studies competence, or African 
history focus with Afro-American 
competence. Requirement is Ph.D. in 
History, Poli_tical Science, Sociology, 
Afro-American Studies or African 
Studies. Must demonstrate strong 
interest in teaching at both undergra
duate and graduate levels, strong 
interest in research and securing 
external funding. Send application, 
resume, three letters of reference by 
November 1, 1985 to Dr. Keith Henry, 
SUNY-Buffalo, 533 Baldy Hall, Buffalo, 
N. Y. 14260. 

ANTHROPOLOGY: Pitzer College, three
year, possibly tenurable position 
beginning Fall 1986. Assistant 
Professor level; should have Ph.D. and 
teaching experience. Should be able 
to teach kinship and social organiza
tion, religion and some area studies 
courses. Send cv and other supporting 
materials to: Dean Ronald MacCaulay, 
Pitzer College, Claremont, CA 91711 
preferable no later than November 15, 
1985. 

HISTORY: College of Charleston. 
Assistant professor with specializa
tion in African History and a strong 
secondary field in European History. 
Tenure-track. Ph.D. required. 
Position begins August 1, 1986. Send 
cv and references by November 15, 1985 
to Clarence B. Davis, Chairman, Dept. 
of History, College of Charleston, 
Charleston, S.C. 29424. 

HISTORY: Towson State University. 
Tenure-track position available Fall 
1986 for African specialist with addi
tional competency in Afro-American and 
U.S. survey. Duties include 12 hours 
per semester teaching load, super
vising students, participating on 
committees. Must have Ph.D. by time 
of appointment. Rank: Instructor 
(salary to $21,361) or Assistant Prof. 
(salary to $28,586) depending on 
experience. Send applications with 
transcripts, cv, letters of recommen
dation and example of course syllabus, 
and sample of scholarly writing by 
November 30, 1985 to Mary Catherine 
Kahl, Chairperson, Dept. of History, 
Towson State University, Baltimore, MD 
21204. 

POLITICAL SCIENCE: University of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill. The Curriculum 
in African and Afro-American Studies 
and the Department of Political 
Science invite applications for a 
tenure-track assistant or junior asso
ciate professor appointment, effective 
July 1, 1986, to teach undergraduate 
and graduate courses in African 
Studies and Comparative Politics; pre
ferred sub-fields include African 
Politics, African Political Thought, 
Political Economy of Africa and 
Political Development. Candidate 
should have completed all requirements 
for Ph.D. by June 30, 1986; demonstrated 
a capacity for political science 
research which includes field work in 
Africa, and for teaching as assessed 
by evaluations and interview presen
tation. Specialized requirements 
include a concern for theoretical 
questions and an appreciation of 
interdisciplinary inquiry with a focus 
on African subject matter. Send 
application, cv, four letters of 
reference post-marked no later than 
December 1, 1985, to: African Studies/ 
Political Science Recruitment Committee, 
African and Afro-American Studies, 401 
Alumni 004A, the University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill, N.C. 27514 . 

n 
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ANTHROPOLOGY-SOCIOLOGY: Amherst 
College, beginning August 1, 1986. 
Applications invited for tenure-track 
position in socio-cultural anthropo
logy at the assistant professor level. 
Ph.D. - required. Special con
sideration given to candidates who 
have done field research among pre
literate or transitional peoples in 
African or Amazonia, and can teach a 
four-field introductory course. Send 
cv, three letters of reference, and a 
small sample of writing no later· than 
December 15, 1985, to Deborah Gewertz, 
Cahir, Department of Anthropology
Sociology, Amherst College, Amherst, 
MA 01002. 
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HISTORY: Pomona College. Tenure-track 
appointment to begin Fall 1986. Primary 
teaching responsibility is a two
semester general survey of African 
history, plus three additional semester 
courses. Rank flexible, Ph.D. pre
ferred. Application should be sent to 
Professor Steven Koblik, Dept. of 
History, Pomona College, Claremont, CA 
91711 by December 2, 1985. 

HISTORY: University of North Carolina
Chapel Hill. African history, tenure
track appointment to begin July 1, 
1986. Specialization in SubSaharan 
Africa. Ph.D. required., teaching 
experience preferred. Send letter of 
application, cv and ask four referen
ces to be written on your behalf to 
Colin A. Palmer, Dept. of History, 
University of North Carolina-Chapel 
Hill, N.C. 27514, bu December 15, 
1985. 

COMPARATIVE AND INTERNATIONAL 
EDUCATION: University of California, 
Los Angeles. Focus in African 
Studies, doctorate on social science 
field or education from an institution 
emphasizing theory and research 
training, record of scholarly writing 
on topics relevant to education in 

Africa and professional teaching at 
graduate level. Open rank. Position 
begins July 1, 1986, teaching duties 
begin September, 1986. Send cv and 
four letters of reference to Norma D. 
Feshbach, Chair, Graduate School of 
Education, University of California, 
Los Angeles, CA 90024, by January 15, 
1986. 

AFRICANIST: Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina. The Department of the Army 
has two openings for Sub-Saharan 
African affairs analysts . These are 
Civil Service positions that begin at 
the GS-09 level ($21,804/year). Must 
be U.S. citizen; be able to obtain 
security clearance; have knowledge of 
French, Portuguese, Afrikaans, or an 
African language; M.A. in an African 
area required, Ph.D. and research/ 
living in Africa preferred. Write or 
call Dr. Robert B. Soeder, 8th PSYOP 
BN SSD, Fort Bragg, N.C. 28307 (919) 
396-8335. 

FORD FOUNDATION : Several position 
openings were announced in the spring 
and sunmer. No deadlines were given. 
If interested, call or write to Joan 
C. Carroll, Manager, Employment and 
Training, The Ford Foundation, 320 
East 43rd St., New York, N.Y. 10017, 
(212) 573-5144 to see if still 
available. Jobs listed were: Program 
Officer for Developing Country Program 
in Nairobi, Kenya. Work with the 
representative 1n Nairobi and other 
Foundation staff to design, imple
ment, monitor and evaluate Foundation 
programs aimed at promoting political 
and social development within Eastern 
and Southern Africa (excluding So. 
Africa). Requires demonstrated 
understanding of conceptual and 
pragmatic aspects of development 
process in Africa; prior experience in 
Eastern Africa, analytical, writing 
and interpersonal abilities. Program 
Officer/Assistant Representative, 
Developing Country Program in Khartoum, 
Sudan. Would be responsible for deve
lopment and monitoring of grants 
relating to land and water management 
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issues in the Middle East and North 
African region; would work with Cairo
based representative and other program 
staff, contribute to program develop
ment in other fields, including 
governance and public policy. Would 
coordinate Foundation activities in 
Sudan. Strong background (preferably 
including Ph.D.) in the social scien
ces, experience in addressing resource 
management issues; previous residence 
in a developing country; strong ana
lytical, organizational, and com
munication skills . Preferred - previous 
development and policy related 
experience in Middle East and/or 
Africa and competence in spoken 
Arabic. Salary range for these jobs: 
$38,400-48,650. 

ANTHROPOLOGY. Boston University, 
Tenure track position in socio
cultural anthropology, pending budge
tary approval . Candidate should have 
field experience in Africa an a com
mitment to African Studies. 
Theoretical fields of interest are 
open, ranging from social history, 
aesthetic-humanistic or symbolic 
anthropology, institutional-political 
development, to research on health 
care and nutrition. The prime 
requirements are: demonstrated 
excellence on research and teaching; 
ability to communicate with African 
Studies Center colleagues in other 
disciplines. Send vitae and names of 
three references to Sutli Ortiz, 
Chair, Anthropology Dept., 232 Bay 
State Road, Boston, MA 02215. 

SPECIAL REPORT ON LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 

Tom Shick, Afro-American Studies, has 
returned to Madison after spending a 
year in Washington, D.C. which he 
spent as Manuscript Historian, spe
cializing in Afro-American History and 
Culture in the Manuscript Division of 
the Library of Congress. His report 
on African History holdings is 
attached. He also has made available 
to anyone interested a list: Finding 
Aids, Guides, and Bibliographies of 

Holdings in the Library of Congress 
Re 1 a ted to Africa. T.hese may be 
obtained from the African Studies 
Program office. 

25th ANNIVERSARY--1986 

Plans are underway for the com
memoration of the 25th Anniversary of 
the Wisconsin African Studies Program. 
The Anniversary events will take place 
on Wednesday, October 29, 1986, 
preceeding the ASA meetings October 
30-November 2. An afternoon of panels 
which will be concerned with the areas 
of African Studies in which the 
contribution of our Program has been 
particulary noteworthy has been sche
duled. Program alumni from Africa, 
the U.S. and Canada will present 
papers. In the evening there will be 
a reception and dinner. It is hoped 
as many as possible of the Program•s 
alumni will be able to attend. 

More complete information will appear 
in the spring issue of News and Notes. 
Please let us know of any address 
changes so that we can keep you 
informed. If you know of any Program 
graduates and former faculty whose 
addresses we might not have, please 
let us know. 

* * * 
The Editor of News and Notes invites 
news items from students, faculty, 
alumni and other interested persons. 
We particularly urge students and 
alumni to keep us informed of your 
activities. 

Wisconsin African Studies News and 
Notes is published twice a year by 
the University of Wisconsin African 
Studies Program. Editor: Marjorie 
Harris. Send news items and announ
ments for the spring issue to the 
African Studies Program office, 
1454 Van Hise Hall, 1220 Linden 
Drive, Madison, WI 53706, no later 
than April 15, 1986. 



AFRICAN HISTORY IN THE MANUSCRIPT DIVISION OF THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 

TOM W. SHICK 

DEPARTMENT OF AFRO-AMERICAN STUDIES 
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON 

The collections of the Manuscript Division of the Library of Congress ex i st 
to further scholarly research in authentic records of the national past and to 
advance knowledge and understanding of that past. The Manuscript Division was 
established in 1897, the same year in which the Library of Congress was moved 
from the U.S. Capitol to a separate building nearby. Its current holdings, 
nearly 40 million items, include some of the greatest manuscript treasures of 
American history and culture. Among them was Thomas Jefferson's rough draft of 
the Declaration of Independence, James Mad i son's notes on the Federal 
Convention, George Washington's first inaugural address, and Abraham Lincoln's 
Gettysburg Address. 

The holdings of the Manuscript Division encompass approximately 10,000 
separate collections, some numbering more than a million items and some as few 
as two or three . Foremost among the division's holdings are the twenty-three 
groups of Presidential papers, ranging from George Washington to Calvin 
Coolidge. Yet despite the understandable emphasis on American history and 
culture, the Library of Congress Manuscript Division also holds manuscript 
materials related to the rest of the world that are noted for their richness, 
diversity, ·and, in some cases, volume . This is particularly true of African
related manuscripts. 

The flagship Africa collection is the records of the American Colonization 
Society. The Library acquired the major portion of these records in 1913 and 
has received additions periodically until, in 1964-65, the society gave the 
Library the remainder of the available records . Spanning the years 1792-1964, 
the bulk of the American Colonization Society records concentrate in the period 
1823-1912. They include correspondence, both incoming and outgoing, financial 
papers, business papers, subject files, miscellany, and photographs and maps 
that have been separated from the collection and transferred to the appropriate 
divisions of the Library of Congress. The American Colonization Society records 
are available on microfilm from the Manuscript Division. 

Other related collections that are important to the history of Liberia and 
Sierra Leone include the papers of James Redpath, Joseph Jenkins Roberts (first 
president of the Republic of Liberia), Paul Cuffee, and the diary of the 
Reverend Daniel Coker, as well as the little used but important "Black History 
Collection." 

For West Africa generally in the era of the slave trade the di vision has 
several significant collections . They include the papers of American naval 
officers like Rear Admiral Andrew Hull Foote who kept journals while cruising 
the West African coast in search of slavers. Other naval officers in the nine
teenth century with Africa experience and records include Robert W. Shufeldt 
who's papers form part of the Naval Historical Foundation's collections now 
deposited in the Manuscript Division. The voluminous Peter Force Collection 
contains a few volumes relating to the Royal African Company while a manuscript 
entitled '"Memorandums on the African Trade,• probably written by a Capt. 



Samuel Swan of Massachusetts in 1821, gives advice and information on the t r ade 
between Sierra Leone and Cape Lopaz, listing the places of trade, the produce 
and customs of the area, and the articles in demand."1 

The Manuscript Division has a small African language collection containing 
principally vocabularies of several West African languages compiled in the 
1880's. There is also a rare Amharic parchment manuscript on the subject of 
witchcraft. The papers of Charles Chaille-Long , explorer, diplomat and Civi l 
War veteran, includes an account of an expedition to Lake Victoria as well as 
personal and official correspondence, articles and speeches, maps, and pho
tographs related principally to his explorations of the headwaters of the Nile, 
his servi ce as chief of staff to Gen. Charles Gordon in Egypt, and African 
geography. Papers of other African explorers or travelers include those of 
Alexander M. Mason (Egyptian Sudan and Ethiopia), Mary French Sheldon (Belgian 
Congo, and Africa in general), and Carrie Chapman Catt (South and East Africa). 

For the late nineteenth century and early twentieth century, the voluminous 
(approx. 300,000 items) papers of Booker T. Washington are rich in Africa 
materials. They include correspondence with South Africans seeking educational 
opportunities in America and manuscripts related to Washington's efforts to 
organize an international conference on Africa at Tuskegee Institute in 1912. 
The spread of "industrial education" programs in Africa can be followed in the 
Washington papers. Various African newspapers and other materials are scattered 
throughout the collection. The Manuscript Division is currently in the process 
of reorganizing the Booker T. Washington papers and preparing a new finding aid. 
Research questions about the papers should be addressed directly to the division 
chief . 

The records of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP) and the National Urban League are rich sources of African history 
in the twentieth century. These collections are especially significant for 
Pan-Africanism and African nationalism. The NAACP records include documentation 
on the Pan-African Congresses from 1919 to 1945, meetings largely possib le 
because of the involvement of W.E . B. DuBois, long-time NAACP national officer . 
The National Urban League records include correspondence and financial records 
related to the formation of the American Negro Leadership Conference on Afr i ca, 
established in 1962 by the national civil rights leadership: A. Philip 
Randolph, Martin Luther King, Jr., Roy Wilkins, Whitney Young, James Farmer, and 
Dorothy Height. In the field of art, the Harmon Foundation records (37,800) 
include extensive biographical information about Afr ican artists and related 
information about African Art centers. 

In the papers of A. Philip Randolph, socialist, l abor movement pioneer, and 
civil rights leader, African material abounds. His subject files include 
folders on American Committee on Africa, 1954- 69; American Negro Leadership 
Conference on Africa, 1962-67; Americans for South African Resistance, 1952-53; 
and general Africa correspondence, 1949-68 and undated. Randolph's speeches and 
writings on file includes draft manuscripts of several speeches on Africa top i cs 
such as "Labor Looks at Ghana," 11 Ghana and the New World," and "The Challenge of 
Africa." Finally, the Randolph papers includes his correspondence exchanged 
with African leaders such as Jul i us K. Nyerere and Tom Mboya as well as records 
related to his trip to Africa in the 1960s with photographs. 



The papers of three other individuals merit mention in connect i on with 
Africa. The Manuscript Division holds the Melvin B. Tolson papers containing 
his poetic tribute to Liberia entitled "Libretto for the Republic of Liberia 
(1953)." The division also has the papers of Hugh Hayne Smythe, 1913-1977, 
diplomat and scholar with extensive experience in Africa. At this time the 
Smythe papers are unprocessed; researchers should inquire about their status in 
advance of visiting the division's Reading Room. The papers of Nannie Helen 
Burroughs, 1883-1961, educator and religious leader, contains substantial 
correspondence between Miss Burroughs and African religious and education 
leaders and reflects her sustained interest in supporting missionary work in 
Africa, especially through the National Baptist Convention U.S.A., Inc., of 
wh i ch she helped found the Women's auxiliary, and served as its corresponding 
secretary from 1900 to 1947 and as president from 1948 until 1961. 

The collections of the Manuscript Division are available to scholars through 
the division's Reading Room on the first floor of the James Madison Memorial 
Building, open Monday through Saturday: 8:30 a.m . to 5 p.m. The division 
is closed Sunday and national holidays . The division maintains finding aids to 
all processed collections that may be consulted in the Reading Room. Some 
f i nding aids have been published and are available, free of charge, by writing 
to : 

Dr. James H. Hutson, Chief 
Manuscript Division 
The Library of Congress 
Washington, D.C. 20540 
(202) 287-5387. 

For information on resources for African studies i n other divisions of the 
Library of Congress, researchers should write to: 

Ms. Beverly Gray, Head 
Africa and Middle East Section 
The Library of Congress 
Washington, D.C. 20540 
(202) 287-5528 

ENDNOTES 

1 John McDonough, "Manuscript Resources for the Study of Negro Life and 
History, The Quarterly Journal of the Library of Congress 26, No. 3 (July 1969), 
pp. 131-132. Mr. McDonough's essay is the most complete description of the 
Manuscript Division's resources for the study of Afro-American and African 
history available in print. Readers should note, however, that many important 
accessions have been made sinces 1969 when the McDonough essay was written, 
including the papers of Roy Wilkins, A. Philip Randolph, Patricia Roberts 
Harris, and Nannie Helen Burroughs. 
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• Adamawa Fulfulde: An Intro-
ductory Course, Corinne Pelletier 
and Neil Skinner pp. 427 

Spoken Mende: Conversations 
and Paradigms, Linda Hunter and 
Joko Sengova. 1979: pp. 108 

*Shona Language Course, Hazel 
Carter and G. P Kahari, 1981 
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*Tamazight Basic Course, 
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Uganda District Government 
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Gulde to 16mm FIims; 1979 
Edition: pp. 70 

Small Urban Centers In Rural 
Development In Africa, edited by 
Aidan Southall. 1979: pp. 409 

Small Urban Centers In Rural 
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ography, compiled by Michael 
Schatzberg, 1979: pp. 247 
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Edwara L Powe. 1 983: pp. 29 
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$10.00 
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$12.00 

· $ 2.75 
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Occasional Papers 

No. 1 Cokwe Expansion, Josech 
C. Miller: pp. 93 S 2 2: 

No. 2 Revolution in Rwanda, 
Catharine Atterbury Newbury. 
pp. 65 S 3 oc 
No. 4 Zwangendaba's Ngoni, 
1821 -1890. Thomas Spear. pp. 43 S 2.25 

No. 5 The Coup and After, 
Michael Schatzberg: pp. 18 S 1 50 

No. 6 Land Tenure Among the 
Rural Hausa, William Starns: 
pp. 39 $ 1 75 

No. 7 An Anthology of Hausa 
Literature in Translation, A. Neil 
Skinner: pp. 189 $ 7 00 

No. 8 Blood Knot and the 
Islands as Anti-Tragedy, 
Deborah Foster: pp. 23 $ 1.75 

No. 9 Maasai and lloikop: Ritual 
Experts and Their Followers, 
John L. Berntsen: pp. 67 S 3.0C 

No. 1 0 What the Hausa Says in 
Play, He Really Means, John 
Sigel. 1982. pp. 40 S 2 SO 

No. 11 Competing for Power: 
An Analysis of Conflicting 
Interests In South African 
Society, Elizabeth Schmidt. 1982. 
p. 31 S 2.50 

Journals 

African Economic History, 
Jean Hay, Allen lsaacman 
and Paul Lovejoy, editors 

Ba Shin,, Margaret Bruald1. editor 
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