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f 4 == Hofmeyr, because of his lwsh South African XY,
was entitled to qualify as a senior student, whichrmeahtthad he
- sould take the Honourl Moderatjons in two terms instead of five,
: ‘jvnad's Aand could complete/the classicéd eourss three years instead of
- Afour. This he deeded to do, and he wase assigned to the late A.W.
Pickard-Oambridge. He wrote to Cruse that everybedy at €xferd held
up his hands in horror at the idea. He was very impressed by the

standards that had slready been achieved by the Englilh schoolboy
before he entered Ozrard, "in $r nirance exams the

A month before his examination\he 'r9§9~39~933331f,)

ome Il have my exam on March 15, but find it a

" hopeless task. The work is far too much for me ;
and I shall have to be econtent with a second- :
class (if that). 8ti1l1l fortune favours the brave,

end it is a plucky thing attempting Mods in two‘'terms" e

o i e

This was an odd commnication, because he almost never
wrote or apcke in this way about his studies. He never boasted of
his sbility, but he never made light of it. For him to say that
any work was "too mmeh" for him wae sirange. Ronald Currey, who
later attended some of the same lectures as Hofmeyr, and who had
never seen him in action before, was astounded to observe that the
model and industrious student seemed to be paying no attention, not
even during the lecture when several books were mentioned in whieh
certain passages had to be looked up. However, he visited Hofmeyr
after the leeture, and there were the bocks on the table, all open
at the right plaees.

At &

: i
;25 [ "Hofmeyr sueceeded 1n his hopeless task. He passed first
H elass in Honour§ Moderations, with twelvedKlpha®-(distinetions) out '
¢of thirteen possibles. Oyril Bailey was one of his examiners, and
speaks of his sound knowledge of the prepared books, most of whieh
ii he had already read in South Africa, and had to offer again because %

of the shortness of time. Bailey also regarded his translations 73
and compositions as eempetent, but lacking in distinetion and ele-
gence. He said of Hofmeyr's mind that it was sound and sure.

[l "“He had a elear snd synoptie grasp of what came
before him, assimilated it thoroughly and
formed a reliable judgment on it. A wide-
embracing and retentive memory enabled him to
cover muich ground and to recall his coneclusions .
for future use. I shall not say that his mind
5 worked quickly - certainly not hastily - or that
= 1t wes imaginative or inventive.. Rather it was-

~ s most trustworihy aritie er,;:;; %8s presented t
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Just what kind of genius did Hofmeyr posseas? Bailey
came near the mark., Hofmeyr had a prodigious ability to make order
of any material presented to him, to comprehend it, to analyse it
and to put it together again, to remember both it and his own
coneclusions for future use. ,

Bailey was wrong about the quickness of his mind, but for
& good reason. Hofmeyr wes never a lover and a oomprehender of the
classics in the way that Haarhoff was. He sucked the juice out of
literature as one sucks it out of an orange, but he could not dis-
til from the whole fruit an essence. What is more, he knew he
eould not 4o so, and he knew it was desirsble and advantageous to
do so, therefore he approached literature with caution. Bailey
contended that Hofmeyr was much more at home later, with Ancient
History, and there ecan be no doubt that it was so. History he
understood, and thegactions of rulers; most of all he understood
noble actions, and gave to them his whole approval. History which
told of the deeds of good men was to him the best of all literature,
just as verse whieh dealt with good deeds and noble sentiments was
the best of poetry. If he had had to study the works of T.8. Eliot
for an examinstion, he would have had no choice but to memorise the
critieiems of others. He would have been a brillisnt student of
the law, and a judge without peer.

His megnificent gift of ordering and comprehending mater-
ial was the subjeet of countless stories, many of them told by
persons who did not unreservedly admire him., One of the most 4diffi-
cult things to do is to master the contents and significance of
correspondence containing statements, contradictions, amendments,
and reaffirmations, that suffers from deaths of participants,
changes of governments and policies, and bgsides all this deals with
a technieal and intricate subject. Persons who presented such
material to him were staggered dy his sbility to master the contents,
and sometimes failed theteafter to argue their cases adequately;
some of them blamed him for their discomfiture and said he made them
feel like schoolboys. Certainly he did not suffer gladly any person
who presented an unprepared case.

Bailey, in his mention of Hofmeyr's analytiec and synoptic
gift, remarked also on his powers of memory. One does not know in -
how far these are related gifts, but in any event his powers of
memory were so great as to constitute a quality of his genius worthy
of independent mention., The stories of these powers are also count-
less, and the relation of them could become tedious. Hofmeyr would .
say, if asked, that he could gee the printed text when he was
answering an examination question. He used the briefest of notes
when speaking, but on one important occasion, he was reported to
have held a sheaf of papers behind his bvack, and without looking at
them, to have peeled them off one by one as he reached the bottom
of each of them.




He had yet another outstanding gift which 1s also no
doubt closely related to the others, and which was to show 1tself
soon after he left Oxford. He was an adminlstrator of superlative
ability. He knew every part of his machine, sometimes better than
his departmental heads, a gift which did not alwaps endear him to
them. He was also able to look after the machines of others, and
when he was a Minister, was sometimes in charge of five portfolios
beslides his own.

Therefore this gift of ordering, comprehending, and re-
membering material was by no means solely academic, but was put
to use in public affairs. But was it limited to a mastery of what-
ever machinery existed already, however complex? Why were people
to say that he was not creative? One of those who sald so, but
privately, was himself, and he was speaking then about his political
life. One of the questions we shall have to consider is whether
his creative gift was limited by South Africa itself, a country
whose parliamentary politics have for many years been devoted to a
preservation of white supremacy, a strengthening of racial barriers
and a raising of new barriers like them; we shall have to ask what
creativity was possible under such cireumstances,-an&-te—ask—ahat

He was as keen as ever oy debatling, and was a member of
Balliel's own undergraduate society, the Arnold. But of sourse it
was the famous Oxford Union, where were gathered the wits of all

-v.u‘ bat attraoted his attention. The Union, in the year

» y Bad heard g@iQOI of M,H, Maemillan of Balliol, whom

. the magazine ggxe ealled quite the most polished orator in the
Union", of A.P. Herbvert, Vietor Gollancz, H.J, Laski, J.B. Raju, all
of New Ooéiege, Philip GQuedalla and CsM. Joad of Balliol. H,G. Strawss
of Chrisfithurch, G.D.H. Cole of Magdalén, and also, in what ISIS
called the sound but dull elaes, four Balliol men, Beeretan{"?ﬁaer—,
burn, Balnes, and Adam., ‘

Hofmeyr's tiret chance came in the third debate on Oetober
30, 1913, “that military power is economically and socially futile".
Prom 11/0~p.a to 11.30 p.m. speakers were allowed only five minudes,
but what would ordinarily have been the closing speech ended at
11.89 pem., s0 that Hofmeyr was able to denounce war for one minute
to an inattentive House. _JI8I8 was kind to him, and safil that he
mist try again. He tried again on JanuaPy 9 1914, and spoke |
against a motion "that this House would welcome some scheme of Imper-
ial Federation“, a proposal which had been made by New Zealand at 3

!




Lje X5

the Imperial Conference of Prime Ministers in 1911, and had been
condemned by Canada and Australia, followed by South Africa repre-
sented by General Botha. This time Hofmeyr was able to catch the
eye of the President at 11.10 p.m., and got his five minutes, but he
complained that the President and -Fecretary were talking behind him,
and he gave what he ecalled a poor performance; the resolution was
carried by 140 votes to 69; ISIZ reported that better than most wags
%J, B, Hofmeyr (Balliol) who spoke as a South African and a Dutchman
He reassured us as to f’e pro-British feeling of that colony".

His next chance came a week later. Just at this time
there was considerable labour unrest in SBouth Africa, and the 8outh
African Federation of lrades had declared a general strike through-
out the country. The\@6vernment declared martial law, called up
60,000 white men on commando, and arrested the leaders. Fighting
broke out in the Pordsburg area, and Smts, who was Minister of
Defence, rushed up from Cape Town to Johannesburg. A famous story
is told of his arrival at the secene of fighting. As he left his
car, an angry striker came up to him with his rifle at the ready,

/but Smnts, holding up'an 1mpatient hand, walked past him saying,
t f

fan. I'm . now ¥ Smuts soon had the

¥ e
very day, and went back to Cape Town and secured the passage of the
Rietoua Asaemblies Aet and the Griminal Lav Amendment Act, measurea

These nts aroused anger in Labour and Socialist circles
in Britain, and(;ﬁﬁ;ﬁii?\ﬁJsaw the Union debating the proposition
#that Parliamentary action is discredited as a solution for labour
dlsputes”, the affirmative being teken by that formidable pair,
Laski and Jead: = Hofmeyr maast have arrived late, for he wrote to
Cruse ~ ’

-4yhen I got there I heard some people slang-
ing our Government with the most complete
ignorance of the true facts. 8o though I
was _not prepared - or ,' ially :o - I got
. up and let them have i

ISIB reported on his speech as follows:

Ve, J.H, Hofmeyr (Balliol) speaking as & citi-
zen of the South African Union, deplored the

ot .
'4huq, ignorance of Englishmen on Colonial questions.

(:xdkarel, ek is haastig, ek het nou nie tyd daarvoor nie.?

He denied that the South African Government
was hand in hand with the capitalists. He knew




— something about the subjeet. He was very good,
though unsympathetic to the "natives" to a
eurious extent. He should undoubtedly bg heard
on the paper in the immddiate ruture. But .
he should really omit the fallacy of “the man
who has been there”; why does a South African
know more about South Africa than an Englishman
knows about England??-

JS8I8 eoncluded that Mr. Laski, Mr. Haldenstein, and Mr., Hofmeyr
were excellent.

The Oxford Magazine of(§;3;5359\;gj 1914, reported that
Hofmeyr's speedh was Intereésting. He has a clear and lucid style,
despite an uncomfortable-looking rigidity in his attitude and a
slight tendency to monotones.

On.&G;\IISQuth Africa was again the subject of debate,
and Vietor Gollanez, supported by Laski, Macmillan, and G.D.H. Cole,
moved "that this House deplores the policy initiated b{ General
Botha with regard to the 8South African labdur troubles”.

I8I8 reported on Hofmeyr's speech ds follows:

f? (bxying Dute following precedent of last week )
of deserting Teller's seat for despatcoh-box) ’hQQr
recalled his own great effort of last Term, and <

bocb “gave House) into his lurid past. "I remember", Q,‘
he s8aid with tears almost choking his words,
“"throwing up my cap for joy at news of General
Botha's defeat.'" Hon, member for South Africa's
speech ocut short by Presidential note at end of
his exordium. Its length #wXx chiefly due to
enormaus list and detailed explanation of things
"1t would not be worth my while pointing out"

It is not easy to interpret Hormeyr 8 remark about General
Botha's dereat. It is inconceivable that he should have been refer-
ring to Botha's election defeat at the hands of Sir Percy Fitzpatrick
in 1910, after he had already been asked by the Governor-General to
be the rirst Prime Minister of South Africa; it is inconceivable
because, in &5 far as he had any politics in his early yeabh, Hof-
meyr was a Botha man. Nor does it seem likely that he was so strong
a supporter of Merriman's candidature for the‘fremiership that he
rejoiced when Botha was beaten in an election. There meems to be
only one possible explanation, that Hofmeyr was talking of 1902, *

CZJ'TO get on to the 'paper' meant to be one of the movers or secondera,
,nand therefore to be recognised as a speaeker of merit. :
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when as a mere boy of eight, at the Engliah-speaking South Arrican
College Sehool in the English-speaking eity of Cape Town, in child-
ishness and ignorance, he had thrown up his cap because the hero of
his own people had at last been defeated; and he no doudbt told this
story to make the point that his present advocacy was born of
enlightenment, and to give his hearers.some idea of the kind of
world in whiech he wasborn and educate N is may have been the
debate when a fuiure Prime Hinister of Great Britain passed him a
note which read, )

mpe v»Q-l‘ D1 . IN¢
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In any event, his first year as a ddbater in the Union
was promising. Both I8IS and ORFORD MAGAZINE recommended that he
should be heard earliér in futuPe. ;g;s wrote teasingly and affec-
tionately about another South African College man, Basil Melle of
Brasenose, who was distinguishing himselr in rughby, and
it portrayed him in its feature(Isis IdoY, and twf%ted him with his
Cape pronunciation:

O fyour industry and versatility was, in your own

f%4gnu, .words, "yuge ....'At the age of 21, with no

worlds left to conqper in 8outh Africa, you

‘came over “yere'. )

A few months after these events, Britain went to war, and
though the Union debated continued, the great ones came to an end,
so that Oxford, which was later to honour Hofmeyr the statesman and
adminintrator, never reelly heard Hofmqyr the orator.

-

The Hie aelmas term ends on December I¥, and the Hilary or
Lent term begins''eR January.¥. Mrs. Hofmeyr and her son, accompan-
ied by their second ecousin Freddie Krige, later a well-known gynae-
eologist in Johannesburg, spent Christmas as paying—-guests on the
farm Ashstead, near Godalming in Surrey, Krige was the 1914 Rhodes
Seholar from Victoria College, Stellenboseh, and was reading Physi-
ology at Hertford, as a preliminary to doing medicine at 8t. lnrth-
olomew's. He had been an enthusiastic member of the Student's

(z)lIt was Prof. Haarhoff who suggested this explenation. I cannot
conceive of another. Yet in 1948 Hofmeyr told H.C. Bosman that
in the year 1902, staying on a farm near Malmesbury, he had heard
the rifle-fire from a raiding commando, whieh must have been the
one led by General Smuta. Hormgyr told Boaman, ¢ ille ‘

; » B gommand action.” How does one reecon- ~*

; I think the answer is that Hofmeyr was a chi

responded to both these excitements.
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CHristian Association in South Africe, and his ambition was to bhe-
~ come a mediecal missionary; he also attended the morning services
at Mansfield College ¢hapel and had attached himself to the Presby- .
terian congregation. ' He was therefore as close to the Hofmeyrsas
any other person at Oxford, and even helped his cousin with the
Balliol Boys' Club after the war had emptied the ecolleges. The
Krigeas, like the Beyerses, were a notable Stellenbosch family, and
produced suech notabilities as Isig Krige (Mrs. Smuts), Japie Krige,
the legendary regby footballer, and Uys Krige, the only Afrikeaner
troubadour. Freddid Krige was an all-round sportsman, and had
Played for the famous Vietoria College at Stellenbosch, ,and later
captained Barts against Oxford. He would have got his Rugby KElue,
. if it had not been for the war, but got his half-blue for swimming.
HS was what is knowne s a character, and stood in no fear of Mrs,
Hofmeyr; he would never argue with her, and considered that Theo
Haarhoff and the others did not know how to manage her, but allowed
themselves to be drawn into a contest of wills. Mrs. Hofmeyr, on
her side, realised that Krige had a strong will of his own, and
made no attempt to pit hers against his; she tried to dominate
only those who feared to try eonclusions with her. In his tum,
Krige avoided clashing with her, and when she told him her son
would play a great part in the world, he did not argue with her,
ever though he 4id nofjpelieve it. But he did not really like living
with her; for one thing, he 4id not care for the ext - frugality
of mother and son. At that time check cape were a bisggﬁ%g-!ece in
Ts. £d. d. At the shops in the town they cest anything from o
|Os. 10/-) Hofmeyr went down to London and eame back with one of them
which he showed with some pride to Krige and a-sked what he thought
- of 1t. Krige replied that it looked cheap, and Hofmeyr said,

gﬂgﬁ? Krige said, (fne and six, ? and Hofmeyr was quite crestfal
‘ndcaitf Eh!_ﬂlﬂ_xﬂﬂéhnnl?’

Why was 1t that @ man like Xrige could refuse to do battle
with Mres. Nofmere,. wiils ethers, doth men and women, had their most
pugnaeieus im@ullec arcused by her, and chose to avoid her company
rather than disgrace themselves? How was Krige able to stand aside
from the battle, and watch, not without a certain misehievous
pleasure, one supposes, the torments of those whopy like angry moths,

: hurled tﬁemselvee against her indomitable flame? He did not like
i.w‘gagtiher, but she arocused no old Adeam in him; and he noted that elthough

she was 80 frugal, there was food, not expensive but rieh food,
plenty. Her son had to be fed, and her son at%iﬁgégg_gg_mggn as
any of them, his diet being particularly rich otein.

- It is true that "Hofmeyr ate a great deal of rieh food,

: and it is also true that he did not eat elegantly. He did not eat
in any outrageous way, but he shovelled his food into his mouth in
what one might call a machanical manner, like a stoker stoking an

engine, and one felt in some way that that was precisely what he was
doing. He could enjoy & specialty, but he dealt with his meals




expeditiously. One wondered sometimes whether this matter-of-fact
shovelling had something to do with a past obedience, for he 4i
Nﬁ‘fkappear to enjoy eating. It is diffieult for a person like mgs

s, whose appetite has declined with age, to understand how one .
can pessibly eat without wanting to, yet that is what he appeared
to do. It seems very probable that heh;je because once he had been
told to eat, and beeause his mother's con®inuing approval depended
on his obedience. This seems probable because it was the experience
of many ether people besides himself. When they did not want to
eat any more, Mrs, Hofmeyr simply put another piece of cake or
another piece of meat on their plates, and they had to eat or take
the consequences. Probably Krige would not have eaten at all, or
would have shrugged and eaten, but for others it was a contest of
wills, and they ate with all the Jjuices of rebvellion warring with
those of digestion. But the young Hofmeyr had no doubt made a
treaty long before; what its clauses were we shall never know, but
one would imagine that he had been on the losing side.

After the holiday at Godalmipg, Krige went off to London
to stay at the Oxford and Bermondsey Mission, and Mrs. Hofmeyr snd
her son travelled up to SBwanwick in the Midlands to ‘?end the
Btudent Movement Bible Training 8chool from %he 2nd January. ti3l
tire—F4h. Hofmeyr was extremely critical of the training sechoolw
and looked at it from a Baptist and fundamentalfdpoint of view. He
was surprised that Prefessor Kennett of Cambridge regarded the boek
of Amos as a patchwork, and that the Rev., Mr. Strachan of 8t. Colum-
ba's, Canbridge, questioned the aecuracy of the narratives of the
Pourth Gospel. He wrote to Bull #R.4

Y e,
%everybody who was therS”EiEiiowed everything
- that yas said with the greatest gullibility and
without the least sense of diseriminetion and
arfeeted a most superior seorn of the :é%;fashioned
people who still cling to the o0ld idea

Swanwick disappointed him by its search for "the truth in
modern terms", and he said that he came away from it rather a
heliever in Vefbal Inspirstion - *always of course bearing 1n mind
the conditions of the times and the character of the writer'.

Yet in fact he was only writing words; already and unknown,
to him, his fundamentaliem was breaking down. Pietas, gravitas,
virtus - law, order, truth - Jjustice, mercy, l8ve - these were the

stars by which he was beginning to set his ecourse. But the faith -
remained the same, in a God who was the Maker, the Judge, the Ruler,V
and the Father of men, to whom men owed a humble and a filial duty. -
There is surely no task more diffieult and dangerous than to impri-
son in words one's deepest beliefs about God and men; some evade it
by expressing their religion almost entirely in worship, others in
aetion, in living according to the loftiest ideals. EHofmeyr was

%
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undergoing an apprenticeship to this last class, but it~was only
begun and was not to be easy. At this time his interpretation of
the great universals was strongly puritanical; and that of ecourse
was largely the influence of his mother.

Mrs. Hofmeyr was meanwhile living in her lodgings in
Wellington Square. During that f irst year of her son's time at
Oxford she certaihly d4id not obtrude herself. Maemurray, as we have
seen, learned only at the end of the fourth term that she was there.
She encouraged , as she had always done, her son's fullest partici-
pation in college mectivities, the debating moclepy, the ﬁoys' ﬂéub,
and the various outings. Oyril Balley, that gentlest of eritics,
thought that she kept away from her son as much as possible in order
to show how baseless was the belief that she would not let him out
of her sight. Even an informed person like Bailey thought that
Mrs. Hofmeyr was the first mother' to accompany a Rhodes Bcholar to
Oxford, but he was wrong. 8ir Francis Wylie, the Oxford Secretary °*
of the Rhodes Trust, could remenmber at least four cases; his own '
view was that 1t was undesirable, and Mrs. Hofmeyr knew that he
thought sqQ. Accustomed to quall before none, she tackled ‘$glie at
a Rhodes (¥eholars' functiom, and said, T

h g 't ap-p-prove of me.’ Bhe then went to Lady
ind expressed her belief that she had been very necessary in Oxford,
because her son had been able to come to her to relax in a way that

he could not do in his own rooms. Lady Wylie waes very courteous,
and did not explain to Mrs. Hofmeyr that her husband opposed the
mother's presence mixfixfwrid on quite other grounds, namely, that

her presence at Oxford was preventing her son from preparing himself
for an independent life, the life of leadership that Cecil Rhodes
had had in mind. Another mother might thereafter have felt con-
straint with the Wylies, but not Mrs. Hofmeyr; she had a massive
gelf-containedness, and if ithere were constraint in her presence,

it was invariably others who felt 1t.

Both the mother in her lodgings and the so n his college
eontinued to live the simplest of lives. The Rhode holarship was
worth £300 a year, but in the first year they saved endugh money to

- be able to visit Bouth Africa for the long vacation, sailing from

England on the WALMER CASTLE on NWun®\80s 1914. Hofmeyr later told
Haarhoff that hé saved #240 in the three years he was at Oxford,

and that was after he paid for all their 1sravelling‘;l Nor did they
deprive themselves of holidays, as we shall see. t these holidays
were austere in the extreme; both mother and son were able, to an
extraordinary degree, to enjoy a hollday without extras.

For the short vacation between Hilary and Easter, they
went to Margate, but Hofmeyr found time to spend a few days at the
Oxfordand Bermondsey )ﬂssion, in which Secretan was actively inter-
ested, though this never enjoyed the same place in Hofmeyr's affec-
tions as the Balliol Boys' Club. He had bought himself a bieycle,




and did a great deal of cycling. All through his life he believed
in the importance of physical exerecise, until it became dangerous
for him to take it. He pleyed hockey at Balliol, and was selected
for thdsocond team; he played tennis in desultory fashion, but
there is no record that in his first year he indulged his passion
for cricket except from afar. When the war came and everyone was
swept away, he actually represented the college againat Balliol
Boys' Club, though one presumes that he eould not have said, ‘I

played ;orqggglggl}’nor would he have done so. =

It was a wondiéﬁlaisfr, that first year at Oxford. He -
brought it to an end on dun by writing for the Hertford scholar-
ship, with no deeply serious intention, as he recognised that his
Latin verse was not of the first quality and probably recognised
that 1t never could be. He wrote a postecard to Haarhoff, who was
then a student in Berlin, that the Hertforqzapers‘were"w ’\
8ic] and wonderful'; however he had got amusement out of it, and
expedted the examiners to get more. He told Haarhoff that his %ﬁ
mother and he were sailing on the WALMER CASTLE in a week's time.
He wrote with unusual abandonJ"Heigﬁ-ho £or the SUNNY SOUTH®!" :
. T— . 3
Mother and son arrived in Cape Town to find glowing =7 {é
reviews of the r shed LIFE QF JAN HENDRIK HOFMEYR (@NZE
The Dutch-languageé newspaper,)geve a six-column
ook, cal it a "rieh contribution to South African
history". In an editori&l it said that although it could hardly be
expected "that the language and style could be compared with the
works of the famous Butch prose writers", even the reader with the
"Boer Matriculation" would be able to understand it. It was a book
"written by an Afrikener for Afrikeners". The CAPE TIMES gave it
a seven-colgumn review, and called it “the work of a pious and dis-
cerning hand", snd a "most moving story". It thought that the bio-
grapher was unjustified in his comments on the post-raid Cecil
Rhodes, but sald that the book contained no ™petty or narrow com-
ment". It paild the young author the tribute that his judgment of
Onze Jan would be the final Jjudgment. It suspeeted, inecorreectly, ,
that§the work was originally writien in Duteh, and afterwards trans-
lated. The SOUTH AFRICAN NEWS gaid that the young Hofmeyr had dis-
. charged his Task "with brilliant success", and sub-titled ite re-
view, "A Splendid Work".

A more eritical appraisal came from W, J.H.H, de Waal,
who was a member of the fommittee which commissioned the book, and
who was appointed the first Nationalist Speaker of the House of
Agsembly when General Hertzog came to power in 1934; he Yeviewed
the book in DE GOEDE HOOP, using the new language Afrikeans. He r
paid tribute to the thoroughness of the book -~ that was to be expect-
ed from such an industrious young man. But he criticised it for ita:
purely factual nature, and its lack of insight into the character o
of its hero. He further thought it unfortunate that young Hofmeyr 4
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had given to Onze Jan's political character the same colour as his
own, a_nd sald forthrightly that the young man had grown up in an
environment which did not encourage passion for the Afrikaner cause.

De Waal's political criticisms were to be expected. How~-
ever, hisnon-political critieisms were more penetrating than-those

- of other reviewers; he considered that the biographer had failed

to understand the person, and that much of Onze Jan's conservatism
was in faet timidity; de Waal t0ld thestory of how, when the Anglo-
Boer war was threatening, Onze Jen had said to President Steyn, ,

_are going Lght : to win?, to.which
eyr 2 : ur.” Waal
¢ ad he been *resident of the ransvaal,
would have yilelded to Ghamberlain 8 claims one after the other. He
was no admirer of Onze Jan's steady refusal to teke governmental
responsibility, and considered this a proof of his cautious and
unadventurous nature.

These criticisms are important, because Hofmeyr was to -~
say in later life that one must read the life of Onze Jan to under-
stand his own polities.

Mrs. Hofmeyr's pride in the long and complimentary reviews
was boundless. ;Her son was now admired, not only for gifts whioh

were God-given, Dy or the use made o
industry. For her there was no greater virtue.

Mother and son recelved a great welcome from their many
relatives and friends, but the young man was notin Cape Town long.
He raced up to Robertson, where a students' conference for men only
was being held under ¢ anvas on the showgrounds. There he met Bull
and Oruse, and all his old friends of the Studente' Christian Asso-
ciatioh, and was able to give them firsthand accounts of the smtudent
movement in England. There wasjlso a warm welcome from the Baptist
commnity, and more than one person remembers the meeting of test&-
mony held at the Alhambra Theatre. Mother and son sat in front, and
the young man, asked to give his testimony, mounted the platform and

' stated that it was his mother who had instructed him in the derip-

tures and brought him to Christ, thus moving many of his hearers to
tears. After the service ?eople s?id to Mrs. Hormeyr, as they ~ere
to say all through her son's life, . b 1 of 2

Nothing coulg'have subjected the new Union of 8outh Africa to greater
stress and strain.

. General Botha had not had an easy time as the first Prime
Minister of the Union. His Bouth Africa Party had entered Parlia-
ment with 66 seats, and the largely English-speaking Unionists with ¥

»
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39 seats, out of a House of 120, He himself had been Prime Minister
of the Transvaal, and he took into his Cabinet representatives of
the Gape, the Orange Free 8tate, and Natal, though it is certain
that he would rather have seen the Free 8tater, General J,B,M, Hert-
zog, #scénd the Bench. Botha was a big-hearted man, and was pre-
pared to let things, under the guidance of his winning perscnality,
take their course; but Hertgog was convinced that thias would mean
the final absorption of the Afrikaner people. While Botha there-
fore streesed t he goal of unity among the white people of South
Africa, and the need to overeome the bitterness of the past, Hert-
zog argued that there could be no real unity unless the parties to

it were strong, virile, and self-respecting. Botha's personality

appealed to those who wisled to avoid further conflict, who were
peace-loving by nature, who were satisfied with the new compact and

- wanted to give it a chance; Hertzog appealed to those who felt the
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deep injustice and humiliation of the Anglo-Boer War, and who were
not only determined to resist any further decline of Afrikaner in-
tereste, but were also determined to advance them publicly, without
undue concern to be nice and polite and forbearing about it.

OﬂDecemberalglz, while Hertzog was still a member of

the Botha Oabinet, he made his famous speech at a small place called
de Wildt, in which he declared that imperialism was good for him in
so faras it was good for Bouth Affica. He declared that he was not:
one of those who always talked of conciliation and loyalty, for they
were idle words that deceived nobody. He further stated that the
reason he dwelt so much on national feeling of the Dutch-speaking
Afrikaners was that they understood loyalty more deeply than most

of English, because their forefathers had come to South Africa
tiﬁ:;;iégggkyears earlier.

Hertzog's speech caused a crisis., What was one to make
of a man who spoke of national unity at the same time that he #poke
of a separate lasnguage, history, religion, and customs? And a msn
who, while he spoke of national unity, reserved all hig re and .
warmth and passion for the Afrikaner cause? What was mo *He used

the. word A;Eékggg; in its less usual sense, (and as fav’as I know
he 414 so 8 life); he used the word to mean -

gén jand not merely 4f | / ) African. t 8 was
not’always clear, and 1 g ; p' g p~o e wére always doubtful
of him, and made anxious by his speeches, Just as white people in
Africa today are often mado(anxious by the aMbiguous wordigig;gagu
for a black speaker may say ‘Africs for the Africans! and yet mean
by any person who gives his ove and oyalty to the new

con 1nen » In any event Hertzog's Afrikener zeal was o warm and
passionate that he evoked the love and admiration of those very

zealots of whom the English-speaking were most afraid.

On Decenbe™16) 1918, Botha resigned, and asked by the
Governor-CGeneral to form a new Government, excluded Hertgzog from
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the Cabinet. Onvmﬁi\g%J 1913, the South African Party Provineial
Congress in the Free Htate voted 47 - 1 in favour of the views of
Hertzog. On November 1913, the Party's National Congress in
Cape Town voted 131 - 90 in favour of Botha. General Christiaan

de Wet, beloved Anglo-Boer War hero, thereupon led most of the Free
Staters out of the hall. On/January\Zs 1914, the National Party
(invariably called by its opponents the Nationalist Party3’ was
launched on its historic career, with General Hertzog as its
unquestioned leader.

_ Such was the situation when Great Britain declared war on
Germany, It was the view of beth General Botha and General Smts
that South Africa, as part of t he Empire, was automatically at war.
Parliament was not in session, but Botha immedlately offered to set
free the Imperial garrison of the Union, and he mobilised the Naval
Volunteers and portions of the Union Defence Force. Botha reminded
his people of the noble action of Campbell-Bannerman, who in 1906
had restored responsible government to the Transvaal, and in 1907
to the Free 8State; and he told them that they could not be merely
fair-weather friends of the Empire, and pointed to the aggressive
nature of Germany's actions. These arguments fell coldly on the
ears of many of those who twelve years before had la:t their coun-
trges in what they too considered a war of a ggression, and General
Hertzog declared that he possessed no proof of the aggressive nature:
of Germany's action. BSuch was the confusion in South Africa that
many a Boer veteran, including some of the highest rank, expected
Botha and Smute to take sdvantage of Great Britain's extremity and
to declare Bouth Africa a republic; and the story was told of one
of Botha's trusty commandants that when he received a telegram from
his 0ld General calling on hie services, he replied instantly,
(Cert ch we £ight?’ But what was most feared was

angry and uncontrollable reaction from Afrikaans—-speaking South
Africa when 1t learned that Botha expected its sons ta fight for
the British cause.

Botha and $muts had another anxiety. On August\7)Botha
had. been asked By the British Bovernment to proceed againet Southy
West Africa;, but he was not at all certain that he commanded the
loyalty of General Christiaan Beyers, Commandant-@enersl of the
Union Defence Force. Beyers, though born in the Cape, had gone to
the Transvaal to practide law, and had served with distinction in
the republican forces during the Anglo-Boer War. He had presided
over the conference of delegates at Vereeniging in May 1988, and
in 1907 when the Transvaal had received responsible government, he
had been chosen as the first Bpeaker of the House, and had again
distinguished himself. He was Botha's nominee for thefﬂpeakership
of the new Union House of Agsembly, but the Free State and Merriman, -
fearing that the Transvaal wanted to control the whole of South =
Africa, had helped to elect J.T, (later 8ir James) Molteno. Botha

-later appointed Beyers to be the first Gommandant-General of the A




new Union Defence Force, and on a visit to Germany, Beyers had,
accord%ng to Eriec Whlker the historian, "been made much of by the
Kaiser"”.

Now Beyers was also a cousin of the Hofmeyrs, almost as
distinguished as Onze Jan, and his photograph was given a proud
place on the mantelfplece of the young undergraduate in his Balliol
rooms. Although Mrs. Hofmeyr could hardly have been described as
knowledgeable or interested in politics, and although she observed
a curious neutrality towards Nationalists throughout her 1life, she
and her son were Botha supporters, and they were disappointed on
their arrival to hear the rumour that the Commandant-General, who
had first sided with Botha in the Hertzog dispute, was thinking of
resigning his commandant-generalship, and of returning to poligi
as a supporter of t he Nationalists, who now numbered twelve in the
House. The Hofmeyrs were relieved when Beyers &aid publicly that he -
had no such intention. :

net a greed to send anpxpedition to BouthwbstwAfrica, though Botha
did not make it clear at t,he time that ohly volunteers would be

sent. On August~lb Botha met his commandants, and Beyers and six
others declared themselves opposed to the expedition. On the same .
day another of Botha's 0ld colleagues, General de la Rey, fully “
intended to address a meeting of burghers at Treurfontein, and to ;
urge them to rebel; but Botha by argument and kneeling with him in .
prayer perguaded the 0ld man that such a course would be dishonour-
able. On sﬁm the rirst Congress of Hx:tzog 8 new Natignaliet

Parliament was not in fsessionAL t on IEEEEf\ld the Cabi- j

Party condemmed any proposal to attack Sout at«Africa. OnABeptem-:

ber 8 Parliament met and supported Botha's pblicies Ry

Hortzog being the leader of the minority, and saying. Bhalk
3 ‘b s an ’ -'-1.5‘

Septonber/] ;{< 1 Maskenzie' ves
0 t3 ht, and 'mt seme &ay

cam!nadaa$~ 'éralship in protest. He met General de la Rey in i
Pretoria; and the two of them soon after left for the Defence Force %

So :~fstglrrican town
qneral Beyerg resigned his

camp at Potchefstroom. What was their purpose? No one has ever
found the answer to that gquestion, for they never reached their
destination. Police were searching for the desperate and dangeroue
‘Poster gang, end had set up road blocks round Johannesburg; Beyers’
either did not hear the oprder to stop, or heard it and ignored it, g
with the conseguence tha e police fired, killing de la Rey almost
instantly. The country was shocked by the tragedy, and so great
was the distrust that even General Hertzog said that there was some- ;
thing strange about the whole businese; however, Mrs. de la Rey
reported that she had asked Beyers why he had not stopped, and that
he had replied thatd e la Rey had told him not to do so.

Generals Botha and Smuts made the long journey from Cape
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Town to Lichtenburg to attend the funeral of de la Rey on, September.
#8, Generals Beyers, de Wet, and Kemp were also there, three men
who now regarded Botha and S8muts as traitors to the Afrikaner people.
There was the car in which de la Rey had been killed, a silent accu-
ser with its bullet hole and itsblood. The great majority of those
who attended had been commanded by one or other of the ienerals.'
80 tense was the a_tmosphere, that Campbell-Bannermsn's hoBile act of
reparation now appeared like a cheap device, a stratagem to divide
and rule. B@tha suffered the painful experience of encountering
the hatred of people who once had adored him, but he did not hesitate
to move amongst them. He told them thed he himself would assume the
dant~-generslship, that he would lead the campaign against
Sout%stﬂfriea, and that he would depend entirely on volunteers.
The next day he made this information public, and not too soon,
beceuse similtaneously GeneralsBeyers, de Wet, and Kemp publicly
demanded the dropping o§ the SoutﬁﬁbstsAfrica campaign, they further
demanded a deciaion by Septem A failin ch a great gathering

would be organised 32 compel them to drop 1&,

It was on the day of General de la Rey's funeral that
mother and son sailed out of Table Bay on the WALMER CASTLE, back
to a country which, though at war with a deadly enemy, was at peace
within herself.
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g~ Co M. dgloever, GENERAL J.B. M. HERTZ0G,
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